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BEN  BRACE, 


he  and  nil  the  rest  of  them  look  like  linm- 
inocks  in  a  netting.  Tom  Toprail  imd  I 
liave  seen  m^iiiy  a  strange  bight.  H'.:  h;id 
been  burnt  out  of  one  ship,  ajid  blown  out 
of  another.  One  night,  when  we  were 
sitting  under  the  lee  of  the  weather  bulwark 
on  the  forecastle,  I  said  to  him  : 

'  Tom,  lettheold  A'^amcmiioii  roll  about  in 
this  Gulf  of  Lions,  as  they  call  it,  until  ^:\\-: 
rolls  the  sea  smooili  ;  here  we  ;ire,  f:^^^'  ;!:!<! 
snug  :  and  now  tell  tne  about  tliat  fire  and 
your  brother,  whieli  some  one  said  was  the 
reason  you  never  lit  a  pipe  if  a  roi:ic-yani 
was  near.  Come,  share  iliis  glass  with  lae, 
and  begin. ' 

'  Tills  is  all  about  it,'  he  renlie;',  '  ai'.d  no 
man  knows  it  belter  ;  it  is  not  liaif  a  een- 
tiu'y  that  can  daub  out  the  lines  of  my 
metnory,  and  I  remember  it  just  as  well  as 
if  it  haijpenetl  yesterd.iy." 

'  No  doubt  you  do,  Tom,'  said  I  ;  '  1  re- 
member longer  ago  tliau  that.  Ihit  bl;;7e 
away,  my  bov.' 

'  Well,  then,'  contintted  Tom,  '  since  you 
can't  stopper  your  impatience,  '  suppose  I 
must  go  smack  at  it.  It  was  in  the  year 
1/79  that  I  b'-longed  to  tlie  Cilas-:;o-.:,  oi 
twenty  guns,  witen  she  was  stationcfl  in  ti.e 
West  Indies.  1  was  then  seventeen  years 
old  ;  and  though  I  say  it  I'ayself,  who  per- 
haps ought  not  to  say  it,  yet  I  was  as  good 
a  looking  fellow  as  ever  weathered  the 
Palisades*  at  [amniea,  or  sucked  a  nioiikc}'  'f 
at  Pjarbadoe:-.  My  brother  Jiill  was  on 
board  wiili  me  ;  he  was  a  year  younger 
than  myself — but  lie  was  such  a  f^ilknv  ! 
Lord  love  you,  his  heart  was  all  for  me  ;  hi"! 
was  a  brotlier  and  a  frit-nd  :  1  could  spin 
\ou  sucli  .a  y.un  about  l;im  !  We'.I,  my 
brother  Pall  was  st:;tif)nc(i  in  the  foreMop, 
and  so  was  I  ;  lie  was  in  the  at;irb;;ard- 
watcli.  mid  1  in  the  lr;rboard  ;  \vt-  wi>re 
both  light  hands,  and  therefore  reea'.ar 
cloud-LrusIirrs.  alwuys  the  highest  up.  al- 
ways ;it  tlie  ligiit  sails  ai'.)ft.  W'r.  had  li'en 
creasing  off  .'~^'..  i  )o:iuiig;o,  w-hen,  iii;iii:,g 
tliat  \M-  !i:;d  i.o  itiek  d^a-',  we  slL-ercd  av>av 
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'  1  i.eo  ',  a;:  i^boiu  it,'  i  ^A'A.  MS  1  lA;s;r:l 
th  ■  (11(1  of  i.ii'  I  111  ill -top- gill;  11 1  hr  a  ■•  ;  o.and 
ni\  w  i  1  -t  li-i  '■  M-  a.v  ii  om  a  f-.'  gii  oii. 
'  \VI:y,  .\'--:  .ai  (•o-iiniand-d  ilv  /.'.,',, a  . 
and   i  wa-  in  tac  jollv-hon  ',\ii  •!• 

'  Av.ui^t  ihiaa-.  l;,'a  !'  -aid  d'.aa  :  '  it  will 
ail  coin.'  .,11!  noua  W'l  i:,  \\r.  eaiiv:  ilUo 
.\lon:rg,o  Pav.  a-  I  -^lid  befor.'  ;  and  th-ie 
we     founcl    liie    l,.:,l  ,•)■    at    aiuhor.        W'e 
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shortened  sail,  man-of-war  fashion,  alto- 
gether, f®r  the  cat  had  taught  some  of  us 
to  skip.  Bill  and  I  were  on  tlie  fore-top- 
ga.ilaiit  yard  furling  the  sail,  when  the  first 
lieutenant  called  out  to  one  of  the  midship- 
men to  run  below  and  see  what  smoke 
tliat  was  coming  up  the  after-hatchway. 
\'v'ell,  1  had  done  my  duty  aloft,  and  had 
come  down  on  the  lorecastle,  when  there 
was  the  devil's  own  rumpus  about  beating 
to  quarters,  calling  the  llremen  with  their 
buckets;  and  bei'ore  we  had  time  to  say 
Jack  Robinson,  the  flames  followed  the 
smoke  and  the  ship  was  on  fire.  The 
purser's  steward  had  done  the  thing.  It 
came  up  the  main  liatchway  in  one  line  of 
light,  flying  up  aloft,  catching  every  rope, 
and  in  a  moment  the  whole  ship  from  hull 
to  trucks  was  in  a  blaze.  There  was  con- 
siderable confusion,  as  you  may  suppose, 
and  the  men  abaft,  frightened  by  the 
sudden  blaze,  endeavotared  to  lower  tiie 
quarter-boats  ;  but,  before  they  could  do 
tills,  the  deck  became  so  hot  that  tliey  took 
the  shorti-'St  way  of  leaving  the  ship,  bv 
jumping  overb.oard.  I  was  all  "  no  how  "  ; 
1  did  not  know  wiiat  to  tlo.  The  panic 
had  spread  forward,  and  those  who  pre- 
ferred ,a  dry  berth  to  a  swim  crowded  on 
the  forecastle,  and  got  ready  to  lower  theiri- 
selves  into  the  boats  of  the  Badi^cr,  which 
put  off  immediately  the  accident  was  per- 
ceived. Nelson  himself  was  in  one,  as  cool 
as  if  we  had  no  sun  or  firt-  to  waim  h.im  : 
he  pickefl  up  those  who  had  thrown  them- 
selves overboard.' 

'  I  see  it  all  now  !'  said  I  ;  '  T  rcinember 
it  as  well  as  yesterday's  giub  :  bear  a  tiand 
and  come  to  tlie  cliueh,  'I'om.  We  picked 
uo  the  floaters,  and  the  sharks  got  no 
dinner,  tlo  on,  Tom  ;  why,  you're  as  long 
as  a  seventy-four  in  stays.' 

"V'v'ell, '  cjintinued  'I'om,  'it  vras  S'-\:  kl 
■J  h\  as  the  ( 'rapauds  sav,  and  each  man 
(Mideavour.'d  to  save  some  of  liis  tr.ips  as 
w(.'il  as  liimsrlf.  1  made  a  dive  below  in 
liopes  of  gi  tting  near  the  nnss-che-l  ;  but 
till-  smoke  Vias  so  thick,  that  I  caime  up  cr\-- 
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-1  ill  lima  to  a\  old  biaeg 
da-  lire  had  cxtcnii-'d  foi- 
airs  1  mi  up  hoili  Mile-,  ot 
tlie  lorc-iagang,  an>l  'here  was  a  genia\d 
lump  oveiiii  lard  ;  it  \'.a.  ^  like  so  many  rockot> 
goaig  up  to,.;edirr,  and  the  whole  toi'aid 
v,a'-  m  a  bla/e,  v.liifa  tl;e  melled  paeheaine 
dropping-  down  like  a.  shouaa-  of  lioiling 
raai.  1  haal  -ut  igam  tiie  :-tari"..arit  cal- 
lioad.  niaknr;  ivady  to  part  company  v.ath 
the  ship,  whiai  1  heard  a  scream  alolt,  and 
i  -aw  mv  brother  on  the  topnast  cross-tia'es, 
slamiing  ai;aai-t  tlie  mast,  and  clinging 
cl"  .■  to  it  to  avoid  the  fire  ;- die  had  lo-t 
his  mind,  and  1  so  alarmed  1  cfaild  not 
a->i-t  liiia.     y.iverai  in  the  boats ' 
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captain's  scraper — '  Aft,  the  more  honour  ; 
forward,  the  belter  man.' 

It  was  on  hoard  this  merchant-ship  ihat 
I  became  attached  to  him.  He  was  a  thin 
spare  boy  when  he  returned,  for  the  chtn.ite 
]iad  t:ilccn  ilie  colour  out  of  his  f;icc,  and  tlie 
situaiion  did  not  please  him.  He  was  soon 
sick  of  merchant  S'.ihng,  and  so  was  I.  for 
I  had  a  spice  of  the  devil  in  my  composi- 
tion ;  and  when  he  said  to  me,  '  Lei's  leave 
this  sugar-ship,  and  try  the  navy  again,'  I 
did  not  refuse,  1  promise  'j<,-ix.  He  was  re- 
ceived as  a  mi(lshi|)man  on  bnard  the 
Triumph,  and  I  entered  as  shin's  bo\'  :  and 
there  was  I  once  more  in  the  kinj^'s  service, 
aIong■^ide  of  the  lad  I  had  made  iiiy  frinid  ; 
and  ahhough  he  was  only  a  f>w  nionilv; 
older  than  ine,  yet  he  was  the  officer  and  I 
the  mar.. 

This  WHS  in  the  \ear  1772.  It  did  not 
suit  us  ti.  r-'ii'iii  doinp' notiiinp  but  bjol;iii!; 
out  of  ihe  nori-lioles  Nelson  was  noidk'r, 
and  I  was  all  for  the  open  waters.  \\"e 
never  were  king's  hard  l)ar;^a:ns — feilcws 
with  short  hair  and  lone;  teeth,  who  stick  in 
a  sjuarci-siMj),  anfl  wonder  they  dtni'r  ni,;ke 
pi'i.'.e-nionev  ;  not  a  bit  of  it  :  the  'J'n/r>  'h 
was  too  still  ;or  us  ;  and  no  sooner  ri:(l  he 
hear  that  two  ships  were  fiamp  out  fir  a 
voyage  of  (iiscovery  towards  th.?  No'th 
Pole,  tlian  he  voliuUfeted  for  a  fio;;l,i  ;e, 
and  was  received  on  board  the  drmis 
botT)b-ves';el,  comnianrled  by  (,'a''tain  Li;t- 
wtdge,  who  was  to  sail  in  coiiipanv  wrh  tlie 
Racehorse  under  tlie  orders  oi  Caotain  li'.e 
Honoura'ole  John  I'i.ipps,  cicles'  ton  ')f 
Lord  Miilgra\c,  and  senior  oftii  er  oT  tiie 
two  ships. 

There  was  the  devil  to  pnv  about  rue.  for 
no  hovs  were  allowi';!  to  enter  for  th.ai  ser- 
vice ;  .Xels'jii  liini.-elf  ua^r.itcd  as  eoxsw  :■.  in, 
in  ortier  to  hiinci  the  cl'Tk  of  ■Iv  elv  c'<  ; 
and  as  I  was  oniv  fourteen  vears  of  aqe,  ii 
rrquiicd  niy  lieiiie;  taken  as  eai^'ain'-^  ^eiv'a.nt, 
(;r  1  nii!.;lit  hav<'  be.'ii  ti  'ill!'';-  diit  of  t'ne 
fore-china's  of  \\,i-  Trinnii'h.  whii>t  tny 
master  \\  ,-.  I'll. V.  a, r  !•  -  r.iow  f/oni  elf  n  is 
no-e  III  li;!;:!...-  7')     :;  ,'     ■  ,  ,  and   !.>i:;_;!"a  ;<. 

jaly.   1:1    i'l',     ..I'.-M    fr,;;ii    li.  ■    X,ir.'    dii    ;ii!> 
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down  the  next,  and  know  something  of  tht 

Red  Sea  and  flying-lishes.  Blow  me,  if 
ever  I  heard  the  like  of  that— getting  fresh 
water  out  of  a  salt  water  swab  !' 

'How  should  you,  Tom,  '  saidi,  'when 
you  have  never  been  to  the  North  Pole?' 

'  No,  lliat's  true,'  replied  Tom  ;  '  but  / 
have  bee^  round  Cape  Horn.'''' 

Well,  on  the  30th  July  we  were  in  lat.  80' 
13',  and  Ion?;.  18°  48'  east,  among  the  is- 
kinds  and  in  tlie  ice,  with  no  appearance  of 
an  opening  for  the  ships  :  there  we  were 
spick  fast,  wii^i  nothing  to  do  but  go  into  the 
icf-helds  and  fill  the  casks  with  water.  I 
(lid  not  believe  m}self  one  word  of  fields  of 
ice  until  I  saw  them,  t'or  1  was  then  as  green 
as  I  thought  they  ougiit  to  have  'oeen. 

The  iie.xt  day,  we  were  reguiariy  jammed 
up  within  two  lengths  of  each  other,  sepa- 
rated by  the  ice,  which  was  no  longer 
smooth  like  fields,  but  forced  higher  than 
the  main-yard,  rising  up  in  all  manners  of 
odd  shapes,  and  set-nnng  verv  much  inclined 
tt.'  crush  us  i)eiween  two  mountains.  We 
tl'.en  set  to  work  to  saw  tlirough  pieces  of 
\q''  twelve  feet  thick,  ir.  Older  to  get  the 
ships  10  tlie  westward  ;  t,ut  it  was  cold 
work  ;  and  nlllioin^h  we  laboured  hard,  we 
never  moved  liU'iii  more  tiian  tluee  hundred 
varns,  and  we  drilled,  ice  and  all,  jtist  as 
inaeh  to  the  ea-tward. 

Tile  sea-'on  was  now  far  advanced  ;  and 
Xi'i-on,  \oiing  as  he  was,  was  placed  in 
coinniand  of  a  l;oat,  riiul  1  pulled  the  bow- 
oar  of  it.  We  went  to  look  for  a  passage 
io  'lie  wesiv.ard,  and  we  !.'ot  into  an  action, 
liv  like  of  vhicij  was  w.wx  seer,  or  heard. 
Whilst  we  were  in  a  small  pool  of  water, 
sonie  officf-r.-,  in  a  boat  f'elongiii'g  to  the 
/'(?!■,■/■(.';•_-■(' wou:, 'led  a  w.ihus.  Well,  what 
does  the  aiianid  do,  but  di\es  down  and 
brings  ii]3  a  wh.oie  regiment  of  them,  and 
tin  y  all  ln'gan  to  attack  the  boat.  One  of 
til.,'  ualrnses  twisted  an  oar  ouit  of  one  of 
liie  men's  hands,  and  l!ii\v  theti  made  a  rush 
to  ii|i--et  the  boat.  At  ihi  -  inonunt  we  came 
;;|i  :  and  tiie  animals,  Indini;  the  ri'inforce- 
r,' i.t  liki'b-  10  overpowsT  liiem,  made  a  re- 
ticiit  Iw  dn.intv  tinder  the  ice, 

.\\-,  It  iiiak'S  me  fiei/.e  when  1  think  of 
ji.  i.o.'.  11' a,  i',- we  wi^e  lo.-iiig  vouil''  Nilsoil 
\'\  i.i-  o  ill,:  '  alen  \:\  a  b- ar.  It  was  a 
\'..ok  ;:ii  r  die  widiu,  alTiir,  .iiiring  the 
liis'iit,  N'  1  1,11  rii.lrd  nil',  ,111(1  s.iid  llo  w.iS 
,!.:('ii.g  111'  r  a  0-  ar  ;  .mi  we  arme,l  (lur.iciM'S 
Willi  sii;|,',^  mii-ki'is,  aii'i  awav  we  \\ciit,  it 
I..,p:sn<d  to  I  .eoiiie  very  fogg\',  and  we 
ui'ieoat  oi  i-;^ut  of  thi-  shi[j,  and  ^hortiy 
ain-rw.iids  of  one  another:  J  stcip.pi-d  to 
load  my  iiiu.-la't,  and  when  it  was  done  I 
eoiiid  not  sri:  my  companion.  .'\i)uiit  four 
in  ili<"  niiiniiiig  tlie  w  eati.er  CAHiiid,  and  I 
saw     .ViV,,)    fjo.se   aboaid   of  a    1  ir:,'-  Ijear. 
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sailors  never  go  straight  an  end  with  our 
histories. 

I  got  into  the  Worcester,  for  Nelson  gave 
me  a  character  as  an  active  seaman,  and 
one  who  did  not  care  any  more  for  lieat  and 
cold  than  a  toad.  We  did  not  do  much  in 
that  ship,  because  no  opportunity  offered  ; 
but  when  we  came  back.  Nelson  passed  his 
examination,  and  the  nexi  day  they  made 
him  second  lieutenant  of  the  Lowestofe 
frigate,  commanded  by  Cajjtain  William 
Locker ;  and  away  he  went,  and  I  on 
board,  and  always  a  foreiopman,  to  the 
West  Indies  again. — I'll  just  tell  you  a 
short  yarn  about  Nelson,  to  show  you  what 
a  spirited  fellow  he  was  when  he  was  a 
young  man.  We  had  a  nice  chase  after  an 
American  letter  of  marque  ;  it  was  blowing 
£0  hard  that  one  of  the  maintopmen,  who 
was  going  up  the  lee  rigging,  was  blown 
Etraiglrt  out  like  a  pennant,  and,  if  he  had 
not  held  on  with  his  eyelids,  he  would  have 
been  carried  away  like  a  feather.  The  sea 
was  rolling  mountains  high,  and  we  never 
met  one  louver  than  Greenwich  Hiil. 

'  Take  the  cutter,'  says  the  captain  to  the 
first  lieutenant,  'and  board  that  vessel.' 

'Ay,  ay,  sir,'  he  answered,  and  dived 
below  like  a  widgeon  to  fish  u])  his  dirk  ;  he 
was  a  long  time  finding  it,  however  ;  when 
who  should  come  on  deck  but  the  captain, 
who  had  been  below  with  the  master  with 
the  charts  ;  he  saw  the  boat  along-side,  very 
likely  to  be  staved  to  atoms.  '  HuUoa !' 
said  he.  I  was  in  the  boat  keeping  her  oif 
with  the  stretchers,  and  shoving  her  clear 
off  the  lee  main-yardarm,  which  was  rolling 
in  the  water. 

The  captain  looks  squally-like,  as  he  says, 
'  Have  I  got  no  officer  on  board  my  ship 
who  can  take  possession  of  the  prize?' 

'  Yes,  sir,'  said  the  master,  '  I'm  the  man 
who  will  do  it.' 

'  I  beg  your  pardon,' says  Lieutenant  Nel- 
son, '  it's  my  turn  first  ;  and  if  I  come  back 
without  securing  her,  why  then  it's  your 
turn. ' 

W'c  liatl  a  tough  job  of  it 
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that  b-j  ncglcctc.l  ;  lor  a'tiiou'.yli  wciimv  now 
hive  more  tinisiiod  oflie;  r.-,  on  boiri  our 
ships,  yet  we  e.in't  liavc  bi,'i\-('r.  iw  vc  !o\;il, 
or  more  excellent  M-aiaa'.  tLiiu  wj  I'.a  i  luiv 


years  back.  You  may  make  tiie  uniform 
more  tidy,  and  you  may  make  them  know 
more  about  stars,  and'  the  sun  and  the 
moon  ;  but  you  cannot  place  better  hearts 
in  their  bodies  than  our  old  ones  had,  dress 
them  how  you  will :  this  I'm  quite  certain  of, 
that  ever  since  the  seamen  docked  their 
tails,  and  invited  one  mess  to  drink  tea  with 
the  other,  your  old  Jack  is  gone  to  the  devil ; 
and  all  I  hope  is,  that  the  hyson  mundungo 
ships'  companies  will  do  as  well  as  we 
did. 

'  It  was  on  the 6th  of  October,  1779,  when 
Captain  Farmer  commanded  the  Quebec,  of 
thirty-two  guns,  that  we  saw  a  large  ship  to 
leeward,  we  being  off  Ushant  :  we  bore  up, 
and  as  she  was  within  two  gun-.shots  wht^n 
we  first  observed  her  at  daylight,  we  were 
soon,  in  spite  of  her  endeavour  to  escape, 
along-side  of  her,  and  commenced  action 
with  the  Surveinante,  of  forty  guns.  At 
ten  o'clock,  a.m.,  we  poured  in  our  first 
broadside  ;  it  went  rattling  into  her  in  great 
style,  and  we  made  sure  of  our  prize  ;  but 
she  gave  us  a  smart  return,  and  there  were 
plenty  of  petitioners  for  Greenwich.  Well, 
it  was  give  and  take,  like  two  good  ones, 
for  three  hours  and  a  half,  during  which 
time  our  brave  captain  was  severely  wounded. 
Away  went  the  Frenchman's  foremast,  and 
we  gave  tiiree  good  chet^rs  ;  but  before  we 
could  finish  the  huzzas,  our  mizen-mast  had 
fallen,  and  tlie  main-mast  was  badly 
wounded. 

'  "  Don't  make  game  of  the  foolish,"  said 
Bill  Jones,  "you  n-.iglit  be  struck  comical 
yourself  ;"  and  sure  enough  away  v\ent  the 
mainmast  over  the  side,  and  the  toiisai!  and 
course  was  riglit  in  the  way  of  our  fn-|iig. 
Before  Oiie  o'clock  the  Frencliman  had  not 
a  stick  standing,  and  we  were  just  in  the 
same  state.  Our  enemy's  guns  were  heavier 
tlian  ours,  and  lie  had  more  of  them,  and 
more  men  to  work  them. 

'We  did  not  have  all  this  fun  to  ourselves  ; 
for  the  Rambler,  a  little  cutter,  commanded 
bv  one  Lieutenant  George,  was  touching  no 
\\  l''rench  cutter  to  leeward  of  us,  and  their 
liiile  popguns  came  iu  betwcv-ii  our  great 
.",HIl^■  and  musketry. 

'  "  I  lu/./a,  iitvbovs!"  said  C'ajitain  Farmer. 
"  r.o\>-  at  it  agiiii  ;  never  say  die  whilst 
tlK-;''s  ,'i  shot  in  llie  locker." 

'  \\'cll,  we  wore  d.iing  it  prop'.aly,  whi'n 
all  of  a  sudden  the  sails  caught  fire  from 
oar  liring  through  thciii,  and  wc  were  soon 
in  ,;  1);  v,:  ■.  I  th  jiigiil  I  was  born  to  br;  burnt 
tiliv.',  lor  I  never  cfiuld  steer  cK-ar  of  a  tire  : 
(jtlur  ships  hive  sailed  round  iiir  world  and 
no;  been  l,;;-iu,  or  fought  all  tiiror.gii  liie 
Nile  \\  ilho  II  catching  (ire  ;  bii.  v.wvy  \t\  ,'s-_ed 
.ship  /  g  a  into,  somi'iiow  or  oliier,  ])i.;ys  a 
i-oi:,pliir. -at  to  old  Nick  and  li'^iits  up  a 
b'l.ize. — Thetii-emen  were  .all  alive  i\ith  their 
biiek'aa  ;  and  1,  who  had  seen  quite  enoiigii 
ol'  iiiip-buraing    in    Mjniego    B.iy,  in  the 
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from  Lake  Nicaragua  into  tlie  Atlantic  ; 
make  himself  master  of  the  lake  itself,  and 
of  the  cities  of  Grenada  and  Leon  ;  and 
thus  cut  off  the  communication  of  tiie 
Spaniards  between  their  northern  and 
southern  possessions  in  America.  This  was 
all  very  fine  to  talk  about,  but  we  knew  very 
little  about  the  climate  ;  and  the  difficulties 
which  occurred  in  fitting  us  out  for  the 
breeze  delayed  the  expedition  until  we  got 
into  the  sickly  season,  and  we  had  to  light 
against  that  more  than  against  tlie  enemy. 

In  January,  1780,  we  embarked  on  board 
of  the  Hiuchinbrook  and  some  transports 
five  hundred  men,  which  we  convoyed  to 
Cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  in  Honduras.  Wlicn 
we  got  there  we  miglit  have  believed  that  a 
general  desertion  had  taken  place  amongst 
the  inhabitants,  foi  we  could  not  fmd  a  native 
to  sell  us  a  cocoa-nut  ;  these  fellows  having 
been  told  that  we  came  to  make  slaves  ol 
them  and  sell  them  at  Jamaica.  But  we 
soon  got  over  this  difficulty,  for  one  of  the 
natives  having  come  down  upon  us,  we  gave 
Jiim  such  fine  presents,  tliat  he  shortly 
brought  others,  and  those  who  had  be^n  our 
greatest  enemies  soon  became  our  best 
friends.  The  naval  department  was  'under 
the  command  of  my  captain  ;  and  the 
soldiers  had  for  a  leader  as  brave  a  man  as 
ever  walked  on  land,  one  M.ijor  I'ohjon. 
They  had  a  very  uncomfortable  berth  of  it  in 
their  tents,  which  they  fixed  in  a  swampy 
and  unwholesome  plain  :  in  the  day 
they  were  grilled,  and  in  the  evening  iliey 
were  eaten  ;  for  the  mosquitoes — you  k;iow 
Honduras  is  on  the  Mosquito  shore — c.une 
buzzing  and  biting  by  millions  at  a  time  ; 
and  the  sand-flies  took  their  sliare  of  tlic 
good  things  thus  providentially  provided  for 
them  by  Cjeneral  Balling.  The.>e  voraci'ius 
devils  had  one  month's  good  foorl  ;  after 
which,  we  proceeded  alun';  the  sliore  to 
collect  our  friends  amongst  ti,e  naiivus  ;  they 
were  to  find  us  boats,  and  to  len;i  us  a  liand 
in  the  attack. 

We  reai.:hcd  ti^■  ii\er  Snn  Jnan  on  the 
24th  of  -March,  i;e;-frctiy  under  the  guii'.ai;Ci; 
of  the  huiiaiis,  toi  not  a  ipaii  ta'  unr  ]-..iiy 
had  ever  bix^n  up  V.v  river.  And  ha're 
N'elson  was  10  havi- <_;;■-.. ai  nj)  ilu-  iiuiiiaaaal  ; 
but  he  vvas  not  the  man  to  do  tliat,  li.r  he 
knew  that  the  .'■"i\iia-  ua.s  a  bazar. inn,  laie, 
and  lliat  .'^om'  lliina;  (ifa.t  ratp  would  he  \,i- 
tcm])ted  :  .-.o  lie  forant  hi  ni-ii.-r-.,  and  saivc 
others  for  the  en  ilia  rhal  ion  of  the  Mod  [is,  t,s>) 
hundred  of  wliieh  he))l  ;cr(l  or,  liuaiii  lhe,l/(/.v- 
^////AM;raf!  and  in  two  of  our  Ik, at--,  and  a\sa\- 
we  started.  Ijut,  as  !  .  aad  b' Icri-.  tl"-grei't 
people  at  Ja.maaea  fo';;>!  ila;»  v,.-  ■  iiould 
arrive  at  the  (hy  :a  a.  on  ;  and  .\c  had  liarti 
worktofoice  tha  Ijo.U^  over  tha  Iiajlows, 
and  ihns  proceed  up  this  na;i-o\\iil  and  now 
low  river.  .'\t  last,  a  fa  a'  :a:\,  lal  (ia\  -.'  \'.  (j;l;, 
the  hardest  and  the  huiic  1  !  r,  111  aaii  i-,  we 
got  into  deep  w.aer,  and  li.-.n   ha  i  to  i.-oiv 


tend  against  rapids  and  currents.  It  it  had 
not  been  for  the  Indians,  we  might  have 
tuiTied  back  without  doing  ar,ything,  for  we 
never  should  have  found  our  way  ;  as  it 
was,  those  curious  chaps  and  ourselves  did 
all  the  work,  and  the  soldiers  had  enough 
to  do  to  keep  riuiet  and  cool.  It  was  the 
most  infernal  h  Jt  expedition  I  ever  was 
engaged  in. 

On  the  9th  of  April  we  reached  San  Bar- 
tolomeo,  an  island  which  the  Spaniards  had 
fortified  ;  and  aithough  the  battery  itself 
vi'as  a  little  semicircular  aflair,  mounting 
only  nine  or  twelve  swivels,  and  manned 
v\ith  only  eighteen  men,  yet  it  was  placed 
to  conmiind  the  most  rapid  and  difficult 
part  of  the  river.  It  gave  us  a  warm  re- 
ception ;  when  Xelson  jumped  out  of  the 
boat  into  the  mud,  and  was  nearly  sticking 
there  altogether,  but  he  extricated  himself 
w  ith  only  the  loss  of  his  shoes  ;  he  was 
followed  by  that  unfortunate  man  Despard, 
who  was  a  cajJtain  in  the  army  ;  and  his 
coxswain,  I  hope,  was  not  much  behind- 
h.and  :  we  madt;  a  dash  nt  the  battery  and 
boarded  it  ;  away  jumped  the  Spaniards, 
and  we  gave  them  a  parting  sahite  with 
their  owii  guns.  This  was  child's  play  ;  for 
when  a  man  gets  a  crack  from  a  shot,  why 
it's  what  he  expects,  and  that's  all  in  the 
regular  service  line  :  but,  Lord  bless  you  ! 
what's  a  grapi'-shot  to  the  yellow-fever  ?  it's 
like  tiie  small  fi.ih  which  nibbled  off  Tom's 
toes,  when  a  shark  might  have  swallowed 
liiin  up. 

The  Castle  of  San  Juan  was  only  six- 
teen miles  above  tin's  battery  on  the  island  ; 
and  when  we  '^;ot  within  a  few  miles  of 
it,  wa:  lan(ii:(i  liie  soldiers  and  the  stores, 
and  marched  on  through  a  forest  of  trees 
so  thick  that  I  got  an  inch  thinner  by 
jannuing  myself  between  them,  and  we 
could  not  ojien  our  eyes  for  snakes  jum|iing 
into  them  from  the  boughs  of  the  trees.  I 
dare  say  theii;-'s  man\-  a  man  wi;o  does  not 
b'lieve'this  ;   but  1  t.Ml   vou   t1ie   truth,  that 
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CHAPTER  III. 


THE   VALUE   OF    GOOD    SEAMANSHIP. 

,     '  Four  French  sail,  in  show  so  stout, 
Bore  down  on  the  Arctlnisa. 
The  fam'd  Belle  Poule  straight  a-head  did  lie.- 
The  A  retlijisa  scorn'd  to  fly — 
Not  a  sheet,  nor  a  tack, 
Nor  a  brace,  did  she  slack  ; 
Tho'  the  Frenchmen  laugh'd,  and  thought  it  stuff, 
They  knew  not  the  handful  of  men  how  tough 
On  board  of  the  Ai-ethiisa.' 

Sea  Sons. 

I  HAVE  heard  our  doctor  sa)',  who  was 
a  clever  man  from  the  north  of  tho  I'weed, 
that  the  human  body  is  nearly  at  the  same 
heat  cither  amongst  the  ice  at  the  North 
Pole,  or  under  the  Equator  near  the  coast 
of  Africa  ;  and  he  remarked — for  I  liave  a 
good  memory,  as  you'll  find  out  as  we  gat 
along — that  if  a  thermometer  was  placed  in 
a  man's  moutli  at  the  North  Pole,  and 
another  in  a  man's  mouth  at  the  Erjuator, 
the  heat  would  be  the  same.  I  dare  say 
this  is  all  true  enough  with  philosopl'.crs,  as 
these  learned  men  call  themselves,  but  I 
don't  think  it  is  quite  gospel  in  regard  to 
seamen.  But  the  Admiralty  are  of  the 
philosopher's  opinion  ;  for  when  Nelson 
was  appointed  to  the  Albcma7-lc  in  1782, 
and  I  went  on  board  as  coxswain,  al- 
though I  was  only  twenty-two  }cars  of  age, 
we  found  that  great  lords  in  London 
believed  in  this  equal  heat,  and  concluded, 
that  as  we  had  been  baked  in  Honduras, 
we  might  as  well  cool  the  loaf  in  the 
Baltic  ;  and  therefore,  before  we  were  what 
you  might  call  men  again,  we  were  ordered 
to  the  Nortli  .Sea,  and  kept  there  the  v.hoie 
winter.  If  a  stranger  had  seon  Nl'IjOr 
when  the  order  arrived  for  our  sailing,  he 
would  not  have  believed  him  tliesanie  quiet 
man  he  mcstly  was.  Rut  he  could  not 
stand  this  cruel  order  without  a  murmur  ; 
and  it  stuck  by  him  all  his  life.  Now  it's 
very  seldom  that  ever  I  dared  in  my  (h-eams 
to  differ  v.ith  Nelson  in  opinion,  Init  1 
think  it  w.ns  foolish  of  him  to  complain  of 
tliat  which,  he  could  not  ri;medy  ;  and  I  say, 
tli;it  if  a  man's  hrall'i  is  not  good  enougii 
for  him  to  go  an\v,jii_-r(;  that  he  is  ordered, 
why,  he  had  better  liang  u|)  his  iiddle  and 
be  off  on  shore. 
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clerk  of  the  great  captain.  We  wore  in  the 
Nortii  Sea  during  the  time  of  tiie  armed 
neutrality,  and  therefore  we  could  do 
nothing  in  the  way  of  service.  She  was  an 
overmasted  ship,  that  Albemarle,  and  we 
were  every  now  and  then  in  danger  of 
turning  the  turtle. 

At  last  we  got  safe  enough  back  to  the 
Downs,  and  tliere  we  anchored.  I  ];ad 
taken  the  captain  on  shore  in  the  barge, 
and  he  gave  me  leave  to  stay.  The  boat 
was  sent  oft",  and  I  began  to  craise  about 
tliat  town  of  smugglers  ;  wlien  all  of  a 
sudden  a  squall  of  wind  came  on,  and 
immediately  afterwards  a  slight  sprinkling 
of  rain  by  way  of  feeding  it.  In  two  hours 
time  it  was  blowing  as  hard  as  it  blew  the 
other  day  at  Barbadoes,  when  it  tlirew  the 
church  down.  I  fourid  myself  standing  on 
the  beach,  looking  at  the  pock-marked 
boatmen,  who  all  get  those  holes  in  tlieir 
faces  by  their  motliers  amusing  themselves 
in  rolling  their  children  over  the  shingle. 
7"here  1  found  my  captain  holding  both 
his  hands  to  shelter  his  eves  as  lie  kept 
them  steadily  fixed  upon  the  ship.  A  store- 
sliip  was  anchored  just  a-liead  of  us,  and 
the  captain  saw  tliat  she  was  dragging  her 
anchors,  and  that  she  would  drift  athwart 
I!^^vse  of  tlie  ^Mbeinarlc.  Nelson  feared 
tliat  both  ships  would  drift  on  tlie  Good- 
win Sands  ;  he  roared  out  to  the  Deal  men 
to  launch  a  boat  and  take  him  on  board  ; 
but  they  were  mostly  married  men  with 
Inrge  families,  and  by  no  means  inclined 
to  rislc  their  own  lives  when  they  did  not 
consider  that  anybody  else's  was  in  danger; 
but  they  are  the  men  when  real  danger 
stares  at  them — they  are  the  fellows  who 
launch  through  a  surf  that  would  blind  a 
man  to  look  at. 

On  this  occasion  the  Deal  men  thotight 
it  impossiljle  to  get  on  board,  the  gale  was 
so  uncommonly  high.  It  was  quite  in  vain 
Nelson  pointed  out  his  fears  in  regard  to 
his  ship  ;  thev  would  not  budge  an  inch  ; 
tmtil  at  last,'  after  they  lutd  held  a.  con- 
sult,ttion,  tlicy  agreed  to  try  for  fifteeii 
guineas.  We  jumped  into  the  boat;  and, 
to  the  astonishment  and  fear  of  all  present, 
we  emiiarked  during  the  height  of  t!ie 
tempest.  ]'>ra\cly  t':e  men  clung  to  their 
oar-,  ;iml  in  spite  (jf  all  th(^  difficulties 
opposed  to  ns,  we  reached  the  ship.  The 
sl(.ire-:-hip  liiel  diified  cliear  of  the  Alhc- 
'iii:rri\  liu!  had  le*^!  Ivr  without  eitlier  fore- 
iiKist  or  liowsprit.  I  never  saw  Nel-; on 
gr-iler  tlian  h-v.e;  at  tliis  inonient  ,  fei , 
althemgii  suffeTins;  Iroin  sickness,  h- ehi-i^red 
on  file  boatmen  to  theii-  greatest  exertions, 
disreie-irding  his  ])ersonal  safi'ty.  and  onlv 
anxious  t(j  a-sist  by  Iiis  best  endeavour>  to 
save  the  ship  which  had  been  committed  to 
Ir.  eh.arge. 

.■\-.\ay  we  went  to  Canade,  aft'.-r  t'iis,  and 
tiierc  1  sa\\  e  liiile  i)icce  of  sii'atitude  in.  an 
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was  in  for  it :  his  heart  had  been  moved  by 
the  soft  warblinj^s  of  a  woman,  and  when 
he  took  leave  of  her,  he  became  very  queer, 
and  when  he  came  on  board,  he  looked 
at  the  ship  as  if  he  did  not  like  her.  The 
next  morning  he  went  ashore  again,  and 
who  should  he  meet  on  the  beach  bui 
Mr.  Davison.  '  HuUoa,  Nelson,'  said  he, 
'  what  brings  you  ashore?' 

'  I  can't  Jeave  Quebec,'  said  Nelson, 
'without  seeing  the  wonum  whose  society 
has  contributed  so  n.ucli  to  my  happiness, 
and  to  whom  I  intt.nd  to  offer  my  liand.' 

'  If  you  do,'  said  Mr.  Davison,  '  your 
ruin  must  inevitably  follow.' 

'Then  let  it  foliov.-,'  said  Nelson,  '  for  1 
am  resolved  to  do  it.' 

'And  I,'  replied  Davison,  'am  resolved 
that  you  shall  not.'  y\n(l  before  my  captain 
could  recover  his  astonishment,  for  he  was 
not  a  man  to  be  contradicted,  Mr.  Davison 
handed  him  to  iiis  boat,  wished  him  gooil- 
bye,  and  in  a  few  days  we  were  off  Sandy 
Hook,  where  we  found  the  commander-in- 
chief,  Admiral  Digby,  and  Lord  Hood,  with 
a  detachment  of  Rodney's  victorious  Hoet. 

When  Nelson  returned  on  board  from 
his  official  visit  to  the  admiral,  he  lu'j'ocd 
his  liands  with  deliglit,  and  told  tlic  first 
lieutenant  that  tiie  Albemarle  was  to  be 
attached  to  Lord  Hood's  squadron,  and  go 
to  the  West  IikHcs.  Well,  tlicre  we  were 
again  ;  and  who  do  you  think  we  fourid 
there?  why,  his  present  Majesty  the  King, 
God  bless  iiim  !  He  was  Duke  of  CLirence 
then,  and  commanded  a  frigate,  l>ord 
H(jod  took  Nelson  to  him,  and  said  on  tii:' 
quarter-deck  to  the  I'rince,  '  Sir,  it'  your 
royal  highness  wishes  to  ask  any  c|uoslions 
respecting  naval  tactics,  Cap:ain  Nelson 
can  give  you  as  much  information  as  any 
officer  in  the  fleet.' 

^V'<■li,  1l  w.ls  a  proud  tiling  to  be  undi'i- 
the  orders  of  'iich  a  man.  Tlicrc  wns 
Nelson  'is  tb.e  King  describes  him)  'the 
merest  iioy  of  a  ca[)tain  he  had  ever  seen, 
dressed  in  a  fuil-laeed  unil'orm,  and  an  old- 
fashioned  wiiistcoat  with  long  flaps,  and 
his  kink  nn|)0wdere(i  hair  lied  in  a  stitf 
Hessian  tail  of  extraordinary  IcnL;ih  ,' 
making  altogether  about  as  odd  ;;  hjohiu',' 
lier(j  as  ever  man  put  eyes  njion.  p.iit 
when  he  began  to  opeak,  es[)eciallv  Oii 
n.iutic.il  matters,  he  was  as  wide  awake  a  . 
any  man  I  ever  knew. 

Idleness  will  make  the  devil  himself  fiJ! 
in  lov(!  ;  l)ut  the  man  that  is  always  occu- 
pied s'ldoni  ';ets  into  that  scrape.  Did  any- 
body I'ver  lii-ar  of  .a  sailor,  who  had  a  good 
sharji  Iir4  lieutenant  —one  of  tho-^e  hundred- 
eyed  chiqis  that  nev(;r  allow  a  man  lime  to 
say  his  j)r:tyer^  -  filiing  in  love.''  .\  fellow, 
when  111;  is  p^  reli  mI  up  on  the  topnrist-hcid 
during  a  cruise,  ni.iy  nili  up  his  affeetii>n>, 
.ind  sing  to  himself  (for  woe  betide  him  if 
the  first  lieutenant  licars  iiim  !)  some  old 


gammon  about  eyes  and  sighs,  and  doves 
and  loves  ;  but  if  he  happens  to  look  back 
upon  the  past,  and  not  look  a-head  or  on 
both  bows,  and  they  see  a  sail  from  the 
deck  before  it's  seen  from  the  mast-head, 
why,  instead  of  his  heart  being  tickled  by 
his'  love,  his  back  will  get  scratched  by  tlie 
boatswain's  mate.  And  it's  just  so  when 
you  have  got  into  the  scrape  :  only  screw- 
up  your  mind  to  activity,  only  get  some 
occupation  which  must  employ  your  time, 
and  then,  as  the  old  song  says, 

'  Love  may  go,  wi'h  a  sigh  and  a  die, 
To  J'jricho.' 
So  it  was  with  Nelson  :  no  sooner  did  he 
get  to  sea,  than  his  ship  became  his  wife  : 
he  was  anxious  that  she  should  be  smarter 
and  prettier  than  the  others  ;  he  watched 
the  discipline,  his  mind  recovered  itself, 
and  when  he  got  on  board  of  her,  he  ciuitc 
forgot  his  love  ;  although  I  dare  say  a  man 
with  heart  like  his  never  forgot  the  kindness 
he  had  received  ;— even  the  heat  of  the 
West  Indies  did  not  destroy  it. 

At  this  time  it  was  believed  that  the 
French  would  attempt  some  of  the  pas- 
sages between  the  Bahamas  ;  but  their  fleet 
got  into  Puerto  Cabello,  that  same  harbour 
from  which  the  gallant  Hamilton  cut  out 
the  Spanisli  frigate — a  deed  which  the 
naval  history  of  the  world  cannot  sur- 
pass, and  which  has  rarely,  if  ever,  been 
rivalled  ;  an  afiair  so  gallantly  romantic, 
that  few  would  credit  the  circumstance,  if 
the  frigate  had  not  been  our  own  before, 
and  known  as  such  alter  the  cnpture — I 
mean  the  Ilermioue.  To  be  sure.  Lord 
Coclirane  did  something  like  it  ar  Caliao. 
But  let  me  not  be  rubbing  up  all  the  great 
actions  of  our  countrymen,  or  1  shall  never 
get  on.  In  1783,  the  peace  was  proclaimed  ; 
the  A/bemarlc  was  ordered  home  and  paid 
off  and  1  gave  Yellow  ]wk  the  slip  again, 
•allliuugh  it  left  my  face  rather  of  the 
malioganv-colour — something  like  a  boiled 
ham,  as  the  lamllord  says  ;  and  I  don't 
think  I  ever  quite  recovered  the  mosquito 
bites  and  tlie  jiggers.  I  got  a  berth  on  shore 
as  captain's  steward,  and  it  won  my  heart 
to  see  how  Nelson  bothered  the  Jacks-in- 
office  to  pav  the  wages  of  the  Jacks  dis- 
chaig'd.  lie  was  at  it  every  day  but  one, 
and  tliat  day  he  went  to  court.  After  much 
h.aras-^ing,  all  his  men  vsere  paid  what  was 
due  to  them  from  utiier  ships.  They  all 
\olunteered  every  man  of  them  to  follow 
him,  should  he  obtain  another  command  ; 
and  then;  was  not  n.  real  goofl  seaman  in 
the  shi]-)  who  did  not  envy  me  my  good  tor- 
tune  in  being  always  near  him. 

\Wc  som(;limes  hear,  that  your  great 
dukes  have  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  ;  ,ind  1  never  could  understand 
where  they  keep  it,  and  how  it  is  that  it 
never  grows  less.  Well,  I  think  a  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  a  great  deal  of  money,  but 
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It  happened  one  day  that  he  was  rather 
feverish,  having  lallen  sick  after  the  burning' 
and  bathing,  for  he  never  leaped  overboard 
until  the  flames  were  on  board  of  him.  I 
gave  him  an  orange,  for  which  he  certainly 
appeared  grateful,  and  says  he — '  I  say, 
Brace,  yours  is  a  queer  name,  and  in  all  my 
cruisings  I  have  met  with  only  one  faiuily  of 
that  sort,  and  they  lived  in  Cawsand  Bay.' 
He  got  no  farther  than  that,  when  I  caught 
hold  of  his  hand  and  said,  '  It  was  my  own 
dear  father  and  mother  ;'  and  says  I, 
'  Avast  heaving,  shipmate  :  w  hen  did  you 
see  them  last,  and  how  were  they  ?  Did 
you  see  my  littie  sister  Jane  ?  come  now,  i'ra 
all  alive  to  run  it  off  the  i.'el,  go  tell  us,  Surly 
Billy,  that's  a  good  feiiov\-. ' 

'  My  compliments,'  said  he,  '  for  you:- 
Siu'ly  Billy,  and  if  1  v,as  not  brought  short 
by  this  Yellow  Jack  ' — (you  see  he  had  a 
.slight  attack  of  tlic  West  India  undertaker) 
— '  I  would  lalce  tiie  hh'Tlv  of  Surly-Billyh\g 
your  lug,  vou  precious  s|Ai\vn  of  a  crook''d- 
nosed    fisher-v.oman,     and    brother    to    as 

cursed  a ' 

1  shoved  nay  fi-U  I'ight  into  his  mouth  ;  1 
never  lieard  what  he  intended  to  sav,  for  he 
was  verv  weak,  anrl  ilie  shake  I  gave  him 
set  him  off  into  a  faint.  1  tho'jght  he  was 
dead,  and  bolted  away  for  the  loiJ-loiiv-boy 
and  the  surgeon,  and  gave  the  sailniaker  a 
hint  that  he  might  have  a  job  to  do  Ijefore 
sunset.  We  got  round  to  I'ort  Royal  before 
lie  recovered,  and  he  was  landed  with  ilic 
rest  of  the  sick  in  order,  .as  we  all  thougln, 
to  feed  the  land-crabs.  1  hat(?d  him  so 
that  1  never  went  near  him  afterwards,  and 
I  soon  quite  forgot  his  phiz,  which  tile  West 
Inriin  doctor  altered  a  little. 

This  piece  of  intelligenc( — for  in  my  niiiid 
I  h;,d  far,ciefl  the  worst,  although  i  ma'ie 
allowances  for  his  anger  at  my  calling  iani 
.Surly  Billy — always  stuck  by  nie  ;  and 
niany's  the  time  when  I  laid  myself  do\>  n  hi 
iuy  liaainifK'k  aficr  a  hard  day's  woij;.  I 
used  ■,')  think  what  liecfuld  have 
the  :dr:  e  of  my  md'.l'.er,  and 
language  he  v.as  ;;i,or,t  :o  cast 
s'sv-r  :  fir  .^he  ua^  ;.lKiut  scvrnl( 
duv,  iind,  if  she  ha 
mi-i-(l  v,  iien  I   left   1 


nvaii!  i'\ 
the  i;;.:! 
UDon  m'.' 
■m  at  tluit 
1  grown  up  a-'  -he  ]>:".  i- 
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a  ii'Mury:  hut  she  was  so  young  wii'-u  i 
tool.;  I'lcnch  leave,  that  1  could  not  lane)  ii"r 
;'ji\'  oth'T  tiian  a  pri:tty  child. 

Well,  time  p.a-^scd  until  the  y\  1: ,;i:  : r!  • 
v.as  p:!!d  off;  and  when  Nelson  went 
.•ihro;id,  I  got  leave  to  uo  tu  Ciiv.'-Tiad  I'a\- 
until  his  i-ctnj'n  :  hr  ga\e  m(!  money  cnoU'.,!! 
to  pay  my  passage,  and  I  started  witli  .a 
good  ston^  of  pocket  lining,  intending  to 
buy  new  net'-,  or  jetif!  a  hand  in  nnrch.ising 
a  sail  (jr  rep.iinrig  th'-  boat.  A\\a\  i  v.enl 
ml  a  lair  v.  ind,  Iimx  iiig 
ket  twenty-lise  pa  ands, 


witli  a  nght   h 
in  the  fob  of  i 
and  singing 
"  r  diat  once  w; 


I  soon  got  on  tlie  riglit  course  for  Plymouth, 
and  I  knew  by  the  distances  marked  uiion 
stones  how  many  miles  I  had  run.  I  went 
on,  as  all  men  do  at  first  when  they  start  on 
an  expedition  they  fancy,  head  down  and 
legs  out.  I  took  as  long  strides  as  a  goose 
in  dry  weather,  and  walked  as  fast  as  an 
ostrich  over  the  Pampas.  I  got  to  a  place 
called  riounslow  without  feeling  a  bit 
fatigued  ;  and  set.-ing  a  decent  kind  of 
harbour,  I  came  to  anchor,  and  called  for  a 
pot  of  porterand  a  pipe.  In  theshaking  ofa 
handspikel  was  socoinfortable,  that  I  would 
not  have  called  the  King  my  grandfather. 
It  was  a  pretty  good  kind  of  house,  with  a 
large  daub  called  the  King's-liead  outside, 
and  there  were  several  country-looking 
lubbers  in  smock-frocks  who  came  in  to 
lake  a  drop;  and,  as  at  this  time  it  began 
to  rain,  I  thought  I  might  as  well  anchor 
for  the  night.  I  began  to  look  out  for  a 
berth. 

'  llulloa  !  shipmate, '  said  I,  to  a  better 
kind  of  looking  iVilow,  '  what  kind  of  ham- 
mocks do  they  swing  in  this  house  ?' 

The  iellow  gave  me  a  ciuiek  glance  of  the 
eye,  and  I  thotight  I  felt  him  reading  niv 
heart.  He  answered,  'Oh,  very  good, 
evervthing  a  man  couid  want  to  iriake  hmi 
comfortaljle  and  liappv.  But  where  are  vou 
bound  to,  f.'r  you  don't  Ijelong  to  this 
pi  ace?' 

'  No,  not  I  '  (but  1  wondered  how  he 
gu(;ssed  it)  ;  '  I  am  going  to  Plymouth.' 

'  To  Plymouth  ?'  says  he. 

'  Yes,'  said  I,  '  to  Plymouth  ;  the  wars 
are  over  now.  and  I  am  (jff  for  homf;.  I 
am  not  witiiont  a  shot  in  tiie  locker,'  giving 
!i;y  pocket  a  bit  ofa  smack. 

'  I  ciii  assist  you,  my  noble-iiearted 
le'lfjw,'  savs  my  fiiend  ;  •and  give  lue 
vour  hntsi  ;   Vf)U  sa.iiurs  are  the  i)csi  men  in 
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J  'm  b'"--.ed  if  \  on  arn'l. ' 
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attention    to    tiie    iaiuliord,    tnit    askeu    my 
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BEN  BRACE. 


looking  behind  me,  and  carrying  a  press  of 
sail,  until  I  came  to  the  turn  which  over- 
looks the  bay  and  commands  a  view  of  the 
village.  Here  I  stopjied.  I  remember 
at  this  moment  the  feeling  which  overcame 
me.  I  saw  before  me  the  scene  of  my 
childhood  ;  I  saw  the  cottage  in  which  I 
was  born  and  reared  ;  and  I  could  perceive 
the  door  from  wiiich  I  had  escaped,  and 
left  my  parents  in  all  the  agony  of  uncer- 
tainty if  tiiey  were  childless,  or  if  I  tiad 
been  kidnapped  or  miudered  ;  never  from 
tliat  moment  had  I  sent  any  tidings;  and 
afterwards,  whtm  I  had  learned  to  write,  I 
had  grown  someliow  dim  in  memory,  and 
my  mother's  affection  had  been  forgotten  in 
the  scenes  I  have  already  described. 

I  was  now  fearful  to  advance.  I  was 
grown  to  be  a  man  ;  tiie  sultry  sun  of  the 
West  Indies  had  scorched  me,  sickness  had 
altered,  manhood  had  changed  me  ;  I  knew 
I  could  advance  unknown,  but  I  trembled 
lest  I  should  hear  some  father's  curse 
hurled  upon  the  head  of  his  ungrateful  and 
disobedient  child.  I  stood  more  than  an 
hour  undecided  how  to  act.  I  watched 
each  girl  that  I  saw  running  to  and  fro,  and 
tliouglu  of  my  own  little  sister  Jane  ;  and  it 
was  sunset  before  I  wound  up  my  resolu- 
tion to  face  tiie  old  people. 

'  Clieer  up,  Ben  !'  .'-aid  I  to  myself, 
'  there's  many  a  lad  does  a  worse  act  than 
you  have  done  ;  an.l  liad  not  the  land- 
sharks  grabbed  your  hard-won  monry,  even 
the  most  hard-)i(jarti;d  of  parents  miglit 
grant  forgivem-ss  who'll  they  saw  tirtt  afll-c- 
tion  had  not  been  destroyed  by  separaiion 
or  by  time.  It  is  not  every  one  who  gives 
his  prize-money  to  his  luotlier,  or  who  (;ven 
shares  his  pay  with  iiis  wife.  Many's  tiic 
time  I  have  seen  the  half-siar\ing  ereatiii-e, 
whom  the  law  had  made  vinuoiis.  tinned 
away  unaeknowledged  ;  whilst  those  who 
sold  their  charms,  aad  w.'ri-  yuung  and 
handsome,  eontriliuted  the  venom  of  their 
abuse  agaiint  tln^  lawful,  the  afle'ctionatt; 
wife"  :  ay,  and  we  have  seen  the  wite  turne-d 
over  the  e.ang.vav,  h-r  \'ery  hu,-b  in<l  sean- 
'lal'JU.iiy  ri-li  ikua;  lier.' 

The    Miii  \va^   (l.iuii    1a  live    o'eloek,  and 
tlie  dri/.ZJu.;  i.i'M  iiidgii  IV  u  ind 
the'  aniviil  of    :i  ga^e.'     'I'lie  \y,. 
in    tii^'ethe]-,  ;ind    eve:\-  man    :: 
son  was  in    :ulivit\ .        1  he  \miii 
lish  away  in  bi^'uiM 
different  boat  ■  set  I 
above    high- water    nuirk.      1    \v;i 
.uaoiig  ,1    them,     and     i     wali  hei 
rathcr's    boat.      M  ■  ir    an-    w:  ■    .• 
beaten  .Sa^l^on.  who,  with  his  <  ri 

boys,        OUII     i)e^  :ll     to     ;)1.1C"     ih'-i 

seeuiity.  Tin:  next  nnd  the  ne 
well  i^rcjvided  with  hands  ;  lint  tl 
one    seemed    afr.ii  1    of   eomiii:>    \ 
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'  Poor  old  fellow,'  thought  1  to  myself, 
'  you  will  be  drenched  to  the  skin  before 
you  get  your  boat  safe,  without  some  one 
lends  you  a  hand  ;  and  as  I'm  not  afraid  of 
rubbing  the  skin  off  mine,  I  am  just  the  lad 
to  assist  you.'  So  saying,  I  walked  up  to 
him,  shipped  the  capstan-bar,  and  when 
he  had  made  fast  the  rope,  I  hove  round 
with  the  two  men  who  formed  the  crew. 
My  assistance  soon  placed  the  old  boy'^ 
boat  above  the  tide  ;  and  I  was  w^alking 
away  to  help  some  one  else,  when  he  eame 
to  me,  and  said  his  dame  was  getting  his 
suj^per  ready,  and  he  hoped  I  would  come 
and  be  sheltered  from  the  gale.  '  k"or,' 
said  he,  '  I  know  what  you  are  from  your 
rig  ;  you're  some  man-of-war's-man  turned 
tidrift  for  tlic  peace.' 

'Just  so.'  said  I  ;  'much  obliged  to  you, 
father,  I'll  come.' 

Well,  I  shouldered  some  of  the  nets,  and 
carried  up  a  basket  on  my  arm,  until  we 
approached  my  father's  old  cottage,  and 
into  this  we  steered. 

1  knew  my  mother  at  a  glance,  and  I 
was  near  throwing  down  nets  and  basket 
and  rushing  into  her  arms.  Poor  old  soul  ! 
age  had  advanced  upon  her,  grief  aj^peared 
to  have  broken  her  heart  ;  i  could  discover 
the  features  of  former  times,  but  the  marks 
were  deep  in  her  face,  and  tliey  seemed  like 
gutters  for  tears.  She  made  no  reply  to 
my  father's  remark  about  his  success,  but 
mechanic, dly  went  to  work  to  dress  soinc 
of  the  fish.  On  turning  round  she  .saw  me, 
and  looked  at  father,  as  much  as  to  ask 
who  ai;d  what  I  was  :  'A  willing  lad,'  said 
my  father,  'to  as-isi  the  old.  lie  saw  the 
weather  was  getting  worse,  and  tht:  rain 
eon>i:igoi:  h,ii;l,  so  lie  eame  and  lent  us  a 
li,iii(r  lu  .secure  tlie  boat  ;  and  n<jv,  1  have 
jnade  Ijiin  t:oiiie  hei'e,  dame,  ior  some  sup- 
per, lor  he  seems  all  adrift  in  this  part  of 
the  World. ' 

'  C>h,  John,"  Slid  )aoth>  r,  'if  l-ien  had 
mwer  k  f  i  u--,  yna  w<ail,l  nut  h.ive  needed  a 
stiMiiiM.'r's  lielp.  \\'li\-,  he'  looks  some- 
ihiag  like  r.  'n,  as   I'm  a  ii\iiiL;"  woman  !' 

i  felt  :e,  if  1  hid  louehed  ;.  e>,ri,se,  a!)d  a 
.  hill,  a  dead  c-.ld  ehill,  ran  i!iruu-h  me. 
I'ii'ie  w.is  a  mild  '.eliiiKe  in  ni\  motliers 
word-,  bii;  th  re  w,is  a  tenderness  in  her 
m  enir'r(;i  exiires-ing  mv  name,  which  m.ide 
mv  ey e^  Ih  .w  like  a  w.aterlall.  1  bnisle-d 
WW'.'-  ihe  tears  with  m\'  sleeve,  prel''ii(iirig 
i;  \s.;  ^  In  •  v^in,  anil  li.^lened  attentively  to 
nr,    :  iihei  's  reph,-. 

■  Who  kuD'o  .■'  -aid  lie,  •  !,i:t  v.h.l  it's  all 
foi  liie  iie.-t  ?-  perhaps  hi;  i.-.  out  of  this 
nu  •  ruble  world,  and  has  not  to  toil  nnd  to 
weik  ill  roi!i;h  weather  nnr  -nrulh  -.•.eniiiei 
;i>;;ini  a  '^ubsi.-itence.  llei'e  iiew,  give  the 
l.el  n  wel'ome.  Come,  hriri',;  lint  stO(;l  to 
the  l.ihli'.  and  we'll  have  a  fi-h  and  a  pota- 
tii.  Tlieie,  *;it  down,  every  man  to  his  sta- 
tion,   and    the    cook    to    the    foreshect.    as 
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like  to  he  £;overned  when  the  person  wlio 
commniKis  is  one  of  known  reputation.  I 
know  all  about  them,  and  dame  will  tel! 
you  that  although  we  have  been  m-mied  for 
five-and-thirty  years,  yet  we  never  have  had 
a  regular  quarrel.  You  see  1  am  always 
employed,  without  being  at  her  apronstriiig  ; 
and  that  little  absence  is  like  a  drizzle  in  a 
south-west  breeze,  in  regard  to  affection  ; 
it  tends  to  feed  it  ;  whereas  yo\ir  hard 
shower  or  your  long  partings  put  it  down 
entirely. 

'  Dame  did  not  like  the  match  either, *;"or 
Tackle  had  no  money,  and  although  we 
were  better  off  than  we  are  now — for  to- 
morrow I  expect  to  be  turned  out  altogether 
for  my  rent — yet  I  could  not  give  the  young- 
people  either  money  or  employment  ;  for, 
said  I,  fishernien  are  like  service — no  inherit- 
ance. Danjie  spoke  to  Jane  ;  but  she  cried 
and  got  into  her  chair  near  the  fire,  and 
could  do  notliing  ;  .slie  was  quite  besi<ie 
herself — absent-like — of  no  u-e  whatever  in 
regard  to  the  liouse  ;  ar.d  she  would  sit  by 
the  iiour.  looking  at  the  tire  as  if  s))c  ex- 
pected Tackle  to  jump  out  of  it,  v.itli  hi>r 
hands  upon  her  knee.-,— an  1  .'o  ,-';ie  would 
remain  and  do  nothing;  ami  when  that's 
the  case,  depend  upon  it,  Ben,  tlie  woman 
is  lost — idleness  is  the  roid-m;;ker  of  love. 
W'idl,  it  was  not  long  after  iliis,  when  I  was 
at  sea  an  !  dame  at  work,  that  [ane  went 
off  with  Tackle  :  v.\:  heard  of  th  m  at  I'ly- 
mouth  Dock,  and  two  days  afterwartis  we 
lost  all  trace  and  have  never  heard  of  th  in 
anv  more.' 

iiere  the  okl  man  stopped,  and  I  a^ked  if 
thev  would  know  her  again  if  liiev  saw 
her! 

'  Av,  that  I  sliouhi.'  .-;  liJ  in\-  nvitlii^r  :  '  if 
sh(;  wa-i  to  grow  as  old  as  1  am,  s'.c  mwr 
would  outgrow  llie  nioieon  herirft  -iuri'd'-r  ; 
that  wiil  last  as  long  as  she  liv-'...  Von, 
lien,  have  ar.othcr  mark  (jf  liiat  l,;nd,  onlv 
lower  down  on  the  arm  ;  and  tl:r-y  seian  as 
if  CJi.d  had  placed  tli'-m  ia  order  tiiat  an  old 
liiotlier    iiuidr,    oinj   dav    liad    her   cliildii.-n 
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more  than  I  c  in  pay  ;  but  I  tru^t  tiiat  lii.-> 
honour  will  no;  tniuw  two  jioe'i  oid  cre.i- 
lures,  fast  going  towards  their  graves,  upon 
the  parish,  or  hasten  their  deaths  by  turning 


f;i"ni  a-drift  on  the  world  in  the  middle  of 
wimer. ' 

'  Come,  Mr.  Brace,'  said  tlie  sl<eleton  of 
the  law,  'fine  words,  you  know,  butter  no 
jiarsnips  :  I  have  Ijeen  at  yoti  every  day 
since  June,  and  now  I'll  stand  it  no  longer, 
for  I  don't  believe  one  word  you  say.  Here 
I  find  you  sitting  by  a  comfortable  fire,  with 
a  visitor  to  assist  you  in  emptying  a  bottle 
of  brandy  ;  and  I  don't  require  the  nose  of 
a  pointer  to  sw^ar  that  you  liave  made  a 
jolly  supper.  And  there's  your  good  old 
woman's  eyes,  which  speak  volumes  as  to 
tiie  attention  slie  has  paid  to  her  consump- 
tive friend,  llie  almost  finished  bottle.  I 
dare  say  ::he  will  say  that  maudlin  eve  is 
occasioned  by  the  smoke  ;  but  I'm  not  to  be 
done  ;  to-tnorrow"  you  will  pay,  or,  by  (j —  ! 
I  will  seize  every  rag  in  the  house,  and  you 
may  turn  out  and  wash  yr,ur  eyes  in  the  rain.' 
I  was  iiosted  behind  tliis  land-shark,  my 
jacket  off  -for  they  had  p\it  that  to  dry  be- 
fore the  fire  ;  mv  father  was  standing  up 
witli  a  look  of  trouble  which  mi^^ht  have 
nieiied  even  the  heart  of  an  attorney's  clerk  ; 
whilst  my  moth.  ;r  sat  dowai  we-ping  like 
oi;c  of  those  dripping  caves  in  the  North  of 
heiand.  W'lien  liie  wri'teh  had  finislied 
his  speech,  1  just  took  him  by  the  cuff  of 
the  coat,  and  givin:;  hhn  a  liltb  liead-way 
with  my  foot,  sent  him  to  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  cold  lodgings  he  had  intended  for 
the  old  folks.  li-a  had  left  his  umbrella  be- 
hind iiim,  for  which  he  relurned. 

'  W'litU  !'  says  1,  '  ha\e  you  cl(."ared  for 
action,  and  come  into  the  eneniv's  port  to 
bat;!  ■  till!  w;Uch  with  him  ?  I'm  for  you, 
my  hero  ' — and  I  seized  him  by  the-  throat. 
Tile  little  (juill-drivar  fixed  his  hands  upon 
my  shirt-slc'ves  :  lii.s  face  was  wA  as  a 
!oi)'-ter,  and  ne  blustered  out  something 
about  as-aali  and  battery.  '  Here's  assault 
vour  batt"rv  lor  you,'  savs  1  ;  and  I  gave 
his  nos"  a  brMad:,ide.  He  cuiie  at  me, 
af:  T  tins,  t'.'.irling  his  h.uids  .as  if  he  was 
spinning  rope-yarns  ;  but  1  touched  hini  up 
on  his  liguredii-ad,  ant.l  soon  d  irkened  his 
!o])lights  :  for,  do  you  sec,  1  w.as  young 
and  stout,  and  li  ■  iiiiid't  as  well  have 
i.noak''d  his  ii-is  a<;ainst  a  sione  wall  as 
a^Minst  mv  iiead — far  mv  skill  had  grown 
t'liek  Ilk"' a  bin  k  fallow'^.  Well,"  it  all 
mil  ii  d  iiy  my  rolling  him  in  a  dirty  puddle, 
.111  I  1)\-  giving  him  ,1  sa.liiie,  w'licii  w.is  more 
lainoine  i  in  the  br.Mcli  tliati  in  tile  ob--erv- 
an  ■■■,  Hj  1  letint  by  liea'  t. 

'  I  ireif,  ^ir,'  sa\".l,  '  diere's  noihln^j  p.>r- 
sonal  —bin  \.,ii  at"  .i  i\  —  i\  backbiiing,  dinv, 
d",!i  m "-I  -ijoandrel,  and  m  leli  beaar  in 
th"  mud  than  in  an  honast  man's  house." 
.Sr>  ^,  Lvimj.  1  siiut  the  door,  and  came  to  an 
ani-la.r. 

'(>!;!  li"n,  Ben,  you  liave  ruiiii'd  us!' 
said  my  niotiier:  'to-morrow  we  siiall  cer- 
t.iinly  be  turned  out,  and  all  our  furniture 
sold  ;  and  although.  I  could  not  feel  angry 
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b(t--n  so  !or:!T  wiih  Ne'son,  he  placed  con- 
fi(](.;iice  ill  me,  and  1  was  iiKiue  to  cuijy 
many  of  Ids  li  U'I  ;. 

I  have  not  much  to  say  about  this  cruise 
in  the  Ilorcas,  Ijecause  it  was  peace-time  ; 
but,  somi-how,  Nt:Ison  got  embroiled  in 
manv  dil'ierences  of  opinion  aijout  tlie  ri<;!u 
of  the,  Americans  to  trade.  Nelson  soon 
put  his  opinion  in  rorce  ;  for,  on  a  stated 
dav,  lie  seized  several  Yankee  vessels,  which, 
to  his  knowledi;e,  h;id  inKjrfered  with  the 
privileges  of  (Jnat  Britain  in  trading  from 
America tothe  \\\  st  Indies.  I'insljeingd.one 
in  defiance  o;  the  o])in;ous  of  the  cu^t*  ni- 
h"ii  I-  (fficers,  and  even  of  the  tiifi'eient 
govrinors,  all  h.inds  beiran  to  iiate  hiiii.  and 
iiad  iie  left  the  ship  his  life  wouki  not  liave 
bc.n  .~afe.  However,  wiien  the  Gover.v 
Mil  ill  at  hnr.ie  C'ane  tc,  iav -^Liii.ite  th_' 
bfi-::;ess,  the  ceMiduct  of  Captain  Nelson 
\va^  very  miicli  aiiplauc'.ed,  and  received  the 
\vaitne.-,l  approbation.  If  iie  had  no  enemii  s 
of  his  cotmlry  to  fight,  he  had  jilenty  of 
lawyers  to  contend  against. 

(iood,  we  are  lold,  not  unfrequently  comes 
out  cjf  evil.  Owing  to  the  lawsuit  whieii 
arost!  out  of  the  detention  of  tlie  American 
vessels,  he  bei'ame  acqriainted  with  the 
Iad\  lio  alicrvvards  married.  'I'he  captains 
of  \\v  siiiiis  wiiieh  Nelson  had  detained 
brcjiieiii  an  aetiou  avamst  him,  atid  laid  the 
dai  '  L'.'.r^  :it  /..jo.ooo  ;  .'.lui  lli::y  trieii  ail 
in  M.eir  power  to  al■re.•^t  him.  if>.:  naaained 
in  iii^  siiiu,  and  llv  marsh.al  carre  on  hoarti 
Oii'.e.  or  twi'-e  to  sei/e  iiim  ;  iiut  Mr.  W'.iiii';, 
I'.u;  lir-^t  lii-iiti:hani  a.w.iys  liamhouz  L>.1  hirn, 
and  he  went  on  .dioie  ayain  as  vsit^i  as  he 
caie. 

Or,(.'  day,  one  of  tl;e  lieutenants — 1  tiiiiik 
it  was  \V,  His — in  speLtking  of  the  ct.niiiie- 
ment  to  his  ship  which  Nelson  was  oliai'^ed 
to  :,ulfrr  for  fear  of  the  arrest,  said  hi: 
/,■'/'■,/  I'iia.  '  I'itvf  exelaimed  Xe!-(in  ; 
'/■/,■.  did  vo,i  say  ?  I  :hall  live.  ;dr.  to  he 
i-ii:-,i  I  :  aid  1(1  that  [loiiit  1  sliaii  al  wa  \'s 
('.;■■''  h.y  i  iiii  :.'  A.nd  !;;•  remained  eigie 
\.v    i<  -  ia  (haaiia,-,  lioltiinguo   his  reventu'. 

'i'he  I'rr-id:  nl  .,f  Xevi.,  oaa  .Mr.   H.aijirt, 

r.  ^^■  ie|.orii'il  thai  h-'  had  ..ifraed  tw  Iveciine 
N' l-.on's  -a-,  luMy  'or  ,/,  lono,  if  hewMuai 
a!!f./W  him  ■af  lo  he  ai  II'.  ii  ci.  li  waisii  ii 
h.,u:-e  thai  Nrl  .,,n  m -l  -aw  .Mi..  Xih  a, 
tiu;  widi.w  .jf  I  )r.  \i-l)et,  da-  ladv  h.-  ill:.; 
till  II  oniv  iianlirii  \iM|.,  ol  age,  v.heiii  '■■■ 
alnrw.ird-   married         .V'hon'^   hat.Tiiih;. 

Ill, ell-,  Mi  .  -.,K  !  I  n;.,  ;^|V.  ,  ,11  ■  OW  II  llc  -rl  ,ji 
lion     la     ]    1,     lililllr     -A  ,a-',-,     ill. til,     pa.M   lili;.;,-, 

and  ediK.uiiai. 

■  l-.r.,.,    \,  vis,   N(,v.    T.ph,   170^. 
'  Mv    i>i    \i:    -1:;. 

•  .\i)l  ,1  .-  I .,)'  -  '  it  a  ]ien  iia-.-.-  I  i,v  tli-a  iaai 
f-i  e  ket  '11.111  -iiv  olaidi;  ii;  l-'a  L;laad  ,  iau, 
hdwevrr,  ■.-i.a  -'.-  I  ihaTl  ihaik  I  ,im  fa-.;.. I 
-  more  csfjci.  tally  \i  iicii    1    open   a  bu.iinea-, 


which,  perhaps,  you  will  smile  at,  in  the  first 
instaiice,  and  say,  "This  Horatio  is  for 
ever  in  love."  My  present  attachment  is  of 
pretty  long  standing  ;  but  I  was  determined 
to  be  fi.xed  before  I  broke  this  matter  to 
any  person.  The  lady  is  a  Mrs.  Nisbet, 
widow  of  a  Dr.  Nisbet,  who  died  eighteen 
months  after  her  marriage,  and  has  left  her 
with  a  son.  From  her  infancy  (for  her 
father  and  mother  died  when  she  was  only 
two  years  of  age)  she  has  been  brought  up 
by  lier  mother's  brother,  Mr.  Herbert, 
Presi'lent  of  .\evis  :  a  gentleman  whoso 
fortune  and  chnracter  must  be  well  known 
to  all  the  West  India  merchants  ;  therefore 
I  sliall  sav  nothing  upon  that  head.  Her 
age  IS  twenty-two  ;  and  her  personal  ac- 
conM.l  shn>-nts  you  will  suppose  /  think 
etpial  to  any  person's  I  ever  saw  ;  but, 
without  vanity,  her  mental  accomplish- 
mi-nis  are  superior  to  most  people's  of 
ei'her  se.x  ;  and  we  shall  come  together  as 
twoj^ersuns  most  sincerely  attached  to  each 
other  from  friendship.  Her  son  is  under  her 
gu.ardiansliip.  but  totally  independent  of  her. 

'  But  1  niusi  describe  Herbert  to  you, 
that  you  may  know  exactly  how  I  stand  ; 
for  when  we  apply  for  advice,  we  must  tell 
all  circuinstances.  Herbert  is  verv  rich  and 
verv  jii-oud — he  has  an  onlv  daughter,  and 
tliis  niece,  who  he  looks  upon  in  the  same 
li!;ht,  if  not  higher.  1  have  lived  at  his 
house,  when  at  Nevis,  since  June  last,  and 
;nn  a  gieat  favi  nriie  of  his.  I  have  told 
liiai  I  am  as  poor  as  ]ob  ;  but  he  tells  me 
Iv  likes  me,  and  I  am  descended  from  a 
eoori  familv.  which  his  jiride  likes  ;  but  he 
al-o  says,  ''Nelson,  I  am  proud,  and  1  must 
live-  like  ir.yself.  therefore  1  can't  do  much 
in  my  lifetime  :  when  I  die  she  shall 
have  twenty  tliousand  pounds;  and  if  my 
d  iiighter  (lies  before  me,  she  shall  possess 
t!ie  majiar  part  of  my  |iro;  erty.  1  intend 
giiaiL;  lo  I-im.:)an'l  in  ! '/S'/,  -.ind  remaining 
th.  re  my  life  ;  'hen  fore,  if  you  two  can 
'i\-e  h.iiipily  toL;e!iu-r  till  that  event  takes 
alaee.  \ou  ha\-a  niv  ron-i-ni." 

"This  is  exaeiiy  mv  si;uatioii  with  him; 
aiKJ  !  knnw  tile  way  t(j  get  him  to  t;i\-e  the 
nai  I.  is  not  tt;  a])|ieai'  to  want  it.  Thus 
la  -i-iim-  tanead.  ulio  can  1  applv  to  but  you? 
''  i  '■  :a-'  a -(1  \nii  !iav(.'  iiver  expressed  for  me 
iaads  me  lo  Impa  you  will  do  something. 
\K  Mtiii '■  !ia|)iiia,a-;s,  1  "ive  you  my  hcjnniir, 
la  nnw  111  \niir  i-iia.\ar.  If  you  cannot  .'i fti ad 
la  ''.-'■  me  any!  ian;;  tor  ever,  vou  \\\\\,  I  am 
aire,  tiu-t  !()  mr,  tiiit  if  I  ever  can  afford 
It,  1  wiil  letiirn  II  to  some  part  of  vjiir 
faiai'ly.  1  I'lial,  lleibej-i  will  be  Ijrouejii  Ici 
r\\<-  h-  X  is'.'i  a-  I'arae  hundred  a  year  dm  ini; 
hi  ■  li  e  ;  and  if  voti  will  either  _.;-v;v  inr.  ] 
Wiil  ea'!  U--I  think  you  will  do  it — eitijer 
'iiii-  hiiiidi-fd  a  year,  for  a  few  ye.u-s.  or  a 
tlaa;  ,aal  pounds,  how  liappy  VOU  will  make 
.1  coiii.'.r  uho  will  prav  for  you  for  ever! 
Don't    disappoint    nie,    or    mv    heart    will 
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'  Her  uncle,  although  he  is  a  man  who 
must  have  his  own  way  in  everythin.^,  yet, 
I  believe,  has  a  good  and  generous  heart, 
and  loves  her  and  her  son  very  sincerely  ; 
and,  I  have  every  reason  to  suppose,  is  as 
much  attached  to  me  as  to  any  jierson  who 
could  pay  his  addresses  to  his  dear  Fanny, 
as  he  always  calls  her.  Although  his  in- 
come is  immense,  yet  his  exfjenses  must  be 
great,  as  his  house  is  open  to  all  strangers, 
and  he  entertains  them  most  hospitably.  I 
can't  give  you  an  idea  of  his  wealth,  for  I 
don't  believe  he  knows  it  himself  Many 
estates  in  tliat  island  are  mortgaged  to  him. 
The  stock  of  negroes  upon  his  estate,  and 
cattle,  are  valued  at  _^6o,ooo  sterling  ;  and 
he  sends  to  England  (average  for  seven 
years)  500  casks  of  sugar.  His  daughter's 
fortune  must  be  very  Uirge  ;  and  as  he  says, 
and  told  me  at  first,  that  he  looked  upon 
his  niece  as  his  child,  I  can  have  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  he  will  not  provide  hand- 
somely for  her.  I  had  rather  wish  that  what- 
ever he  may  do  at  her  marriage  may  flow 
spontaneously  from  himself. 

'  I  have  not  an  idea  of  being  married  till 
nearly  the  time  of  our  sniling  for  England, 
which  1  did  not  think  w;is  to  be  till  1787  ; 
l3Ut  report  says  (which  I  don't  believe,  by 
the  bye,  but  you  can  ask  Mr.  Stephens,) 
we  are  to  50  home  this  summer  ;  Init  I 
thought  It  right  to  know  every  sentiii.ei;: 
of  my  friends  upon  a  business  of  this 
moment.' 

What  between  love  and  law,  he  was 
obiiged  to  take?  to  physic  ;  so  that  he  iliite:! 
with  the  three  black  Graces  ;  and  anynne 
mav  see  !)y  the  following  letter  \vliat  cifect 
it  had  upon  his  fiamework. 

'  Nevis,  liiiv  -ill,   1706. 

'  My  ni:.\!';  .Sn;, 

'  'i'iiis  will  be  delivered  to  you  ijy 
Mr.  Suckling,  who  has  lione  me  the.  favoiir 
of  calling  here  on  his  wav  to  l\n';iand.  He 
apfiears  mucri  improved  sitice  1  last  saw  him, 
and  sei;ms  lo  possess  a  mofU'stv  of  beha- 
viour wliicli  must  ever  get  friends  and  ijro- 
motion  for  him. 

'  1  wi.-h  I  <'oi-,ld  bll  yon  I  w;is  well  ;  but 
I  .-un  far  fiom  it  :  my  ;ieti\  itv  of  mind  is  too 
much  for  m\  puny  eonsiitnl:on  ;  t  am  \s(.ru 
to  a  skeleton,  lait  I  trust  that  tlu;  d.etors 
and  a>;sei'  null-:  wiil  sr-l  me  up  again. 
I'erhaps  yi)U  will  ifiiik  it  odd  if  I  (Id  m^t 
mention  Mrs.  Xi>l)et  :  1  can  eadv  assure 
you  that  her  liiait  is  e(]ual  to  her  head, 
which  evt'ry  prr-^on  knows  is  filled  with 
good  sen-e.  Mv  alt^'Ctioii  \n'  her  is  fi\ed 
upon  that  solid  ba'^is  of  esteem  and  ri'i;ard 
that  I  trust  eaii  only  increase  Ijy  a  lonL;er 
knovvlcdg'.-  ol  her.  I  have  not  .a  line  from 
either  my  kith'-r  or  aster.  My  brotie  r  inst 
)iientioi!'-d  it  ia  a  eea->.e,r\-  ni  ;;mer  as  \  ou 
(iid.  I  lion--  '..ja  and  \o..:  ;aanl\'  ai'-  v,.-!!, 
.ad  ever  will  contiiiu  ■  ,~o.      ^'■JU  l:.e>e  been 


my  best  friend,  and  I  trtist  will  continue  as 
long  so  as  I  shall  prove  myself  by  my 
actions  worthy  of  supplying  that  place  in 
the  service  of  my  country  which  my  dear 
uncle  left  for  me.  I  feel  mvself,  to  my 
country,  his  heir,  and  it  shall,  I  am  bold  to 
say,  never  lack  the  want  of  his  counsel  ;  I 
feel  he  gave  it  to  me  as  a  legacy,  and  had  I 
been  near  him  when  he  was  removed,  he 
would  have  said,  "  My  boy,  I  leave  you  to 
my  country  :  serve  her  well,  and  she'll 
never  fiesert,  but  will  ultimatelv  reward  you." 
You  who  know  mucli  of  me,  I  believe  and 
hope,  think  me  not  unworthy  your  regards. 

'  j3ut  I  beg  your  pardon  for  this  digres- 
sion ;  but  what  I  have  said  is  the  inward 
monitor  of  mv  heart  upon  every  difficult  oc- 
casion. Bless  you,  my  best  friend,  and 
believe  me  most  affectionately, 

'  Horatio  Nelson. 

'  William  Suckling,  Esq." 

It  is  nothing  very  new  to  say,  that  when 
once  a  man   gets   into  love  he  is  the  most 
obstinate   creature    that    walks    the    earth. 
Nelson  was  in  love,  and  he  married  on  the 
iiih  Mareli,  1787.      I  was  there  of  course, 
and   i  saw  Prince  William  Henry,  his  pre- 
sent Majesty — God  bless  him  I    Yt  s,  Nelson 
got  married  and   I  got  drunk.      It's  a   faint 
heart  which  never  rejoices  ;  and  although  I 
can  say  that   1   never  boused   my  jib  up  on 
board   since   J    euLcred    the    service,  yet    I 
must  confers  that  now  and  then,  in  order  to 
do  ko/toiir  lo  the  service — that  is   four   times 
a  year — once  ioT  IvOrd  .St.  Vincent's  action, 
I    or     rather     Kelson's     bridge-building    (I'll 
j    expkiin  that  as  I  spin  out  my  lilt),  the  Nile, 
j    (Copenhagen,  and  Trafalgar— I  get  as  royal 
j    as  a. Scotch  piper  ;  although,  when  it  comes 
j    lo  tin;  last   aclion,  and  which   is   in    winter- 
!    time,  I  drink  m\'  first  glass  in  .solemn  silence 
j    for  tlie  k'Si  of  my  old  commander,  and  then 

give  three  elieia's  lor  liie  victory. 
'  Nelson  was  married,  and  many  a  man  in 
tlie  service  thought  he  was  ruined;  fori 
have  heard  (hose  say  who  kiicAV  nothing 
!  about  the  bii-iaess,  '  ilial  a  man  is  never 
jiroperly  ruin(.'il  until  lie  is  spliced;'  but  we 
fei-1,  I  think,  as  much  disposed  to  gain  high 
le'u.nds  when  we  know  that  the  woman 
^■.itllwllom  v,e  liave  shared  our  lives  is  to 
siiare  in  the  honours  ;  aiKl  although  it  may 
lie  tree  that  in  a  desperate  business  of 
crittiiig  oui,  a  m.m  remembers  his  wife  and 
eight  small  children,  yet  few  are  the  in- 
stances on  record  of  a  sailor  proving  himself 
delieiiau  in  courage  fiecduse  he  was  married. 
Nelson  thought  that  love  is  not  to  be 
drowned;  but  this  opinion  was  written 
before  his  marriage. 

'  We  are  o,len  separate  '  (this  is  written 
lo  the  w  JdcAv),  'but  our  affections  are  not 
i\aiiv  nieaii<  oil  (leit  aeeoent  diminished. 
I  .'  ;;  'Miiinrv  has  tlie  fpsit  demand  for  our 
serMce.-,   lukI  pnv.iie  convenienci;  or  hap- 
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creature,  will;  a  child  about  eight  months 
old  ;  she  sucnicd  in  great  distress,  and  was 
groaning  most  ianientably,  whilst  the  jdoo; 
little  half-star\ed  infant  made  more  noise 
than  the  mother. 

'  Wliat  cheer,  missus?'  said  I :  '  you  seem 
here  in  'he  doklerums.  Why,  what's  the 
matter,  my  little  black-eyed  cherub  ?  Is 
your  husband  dead  ?' 

She  looked  up  at  me  with  an  eye  so  ver;- 
sorrowful  that  1  hardly  knew  wliat  to  say-  ■ 
I  was  taken  right  aback. 

So  I  tried  again.  Although  I  don't 
think  our  voices  are  soft  enough  for  conso- 
lation, yet,  when  I  h.ad  turned  my  quid  to 
cool  in  my  pocket,  and  had  given  my  mouth 
a  slight  heel  to  starboard,  1  thought  I  spoke 
more  like  a  parson. 

'  If  you're  hard  up  on  a  clincli,  and  no 
knife  to  cut  the  seizings,'  said  I,  for  I  could 
not  help  talking  like  a  sailor,  '  here's  money 
enough  to  buy  one,  and  set  you  on  your 
legs  agaiii.  Come,  talk,  that's  a  good 
woman — it  will  do  you  good.  Nothing 
eases  the  mind  so  much  as  a  flourish  of  tlie 
tongue,  or  a  stift"  glass  ;  and  1  liave  uflen 
heard  an  oflicer  sav,  wiieri  t'ac  watdi  on 
deck  moved  rallier  sluwiy,  tiiat  it  did  him 
good  to  get  rid  of  a  good  round  oath. 
What's  the  niatter,  my  clierub?'  iiiiu  1  look 
holi.l  of  her  hand,  Lord  bless  you  I  as  ge!:i!y 
as  ii  >he  had  been  a  chap  with  ihe  ytilow 
few  r.  Well,  1  can't  say  I  was  much  pleased 
Mhen  she  vvitiidrew  it  as  if  I  had  poisone;! 
iier,  and  eoniineneed  aljusing  sailors  all  in 
a  Ijunch  :  but  she  seemed  to  have  some 
cause  for  so  doing  ;  for  wiien  I  asked  her  if 
slie  included  tlie  marines,  she  said,  '  No  ; 
tiiey  had  nc.er  deceived  her --they  ii,ui 
ncvi-r  \':\\  Iier  uii'i  a  iiew -borri  babe  lo  be;;' 
oj-  to  iilarve.' 

I,   my  cheruij.       If    :i; 
il  give  you  a.  niuc';;  , 
going  dov.'i;  to  L';.\,'.j;.i.>. 
.  and  musi  keep  a  i;.,'. 
lis,  you  !;i;0\\. ' 

■ive  a  sigh    '<-:o:\\   the 
l)Ollniii  of  lir:r  ii'.rl.  and  snv^  shi  .   '  I    liopi.- 


.\<i    n;ore 

i!U\"  vou  \\a 


Wrll,   at  thi-  sh 


Not  1 1 


Uluf-:-.. 

At  liil 


.me    b.-,- 
IV   'lean 


.\. 


lO,    IKil    111  , 

I     II  ivi;     IK 


a  w^aggon  alongside  of  him,  should  have  so 
much  charity  as  to  share  the  little  he  had 
with  a  stranger,  whom  hardly  any  other 
would  have  assisted  ;  and  then  he  pressed 
her  so  kindly  to  eat,  saying,  '  There,  my 
good  young  woman,  cheer  up,  and  eat  : 
you  really  do  look  very  fatigued  ;  but  don't 
disturb  yourself^you  may  ride  all  the  way 
to  Plymouth,  and  I'll  do  all  1  can  to  assist 
you.'  .So  I  jumped  out  of  the  waggon, 
and,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  said,  '  Who 
the  devil  ever  made  you  a  waggoner,  when 
you  have  generosity  enougii  for  a  sailor? 
But  you  are  not  going  to  have  all  the  credit 
of  doing  what  every  man  ought  to  do,  and, 
as  1  am  the  richest  man,  1  shall  pay  the 
piper.' 

After  a  good  deal  oi  disputing  as  to  who 
should  pay,  we  split  the  difference,  each 
agreeing  to  bear  lialf  the  expense  ;  and  that 
being  arranged,  1  got  into  the  waggon  again. 
Tire  woman  \\as  about  two  or  tlu'ee-and- 
twenty,  witli  a  hue  expression  of  counte- 
nance, la.rge  darj;  eyes  and  hair,  which, 
.although  rough  and  neglected,  was  long 
enough  to:-  one  of  t'ne  crew  of  old  lienbow's 
baige.  i'iu;  eliiid  had  a  remarkable  mole 
exactly  between  tb.e  two  eyes  ;  it  was  nearly 
as  large  as  a  si.x plaice,  and  was  so  plain  to 
be  seen,  that  iiny  person  who  saw  the 
infant  once  might  swear  to  her  ever  after. 
Although  I  always  am  mighty  polite  to  the 
fair  sex,  and  ha^'c  such  a  wheedling  tongue 
that  1  can  come  at  the  secrets  of  their 
hearts,  jet  this  woman  beat  me  ;  I  could 
not  get  anything  out  of  her,  but  that  she 
was  taking  the  child  to  iier  grandmother, 
\vho  now  had  no  children  ;  and  tiiat,  altliough 
it  wore  her  to  dcilii  taking  care  of  it,  yet 
she  did  not  think  she  could  bear  the  parting 
with  her,  who,  although  it  had  fieen  her 
luin,  was  now  her  gieatest  coiisolation  ; 
and  t;iL-..  sliewoui';  touch  liie little  creature's 
cheeic  wit!;  her  ton;-iinger,  and  say,  '  1  love 
you,  don't  1,  Jar.e?'  and  tine  little  thing 
would  look  up  and  smile  ^o  beautifully,  that 
I  wisiied  I  was  mariied,  and  had  a  little 
fane  to  dangle  upon  my  knee  :  but  that  was 
only  a  pk'a>uri'  dea-iii-d,  tor  1  was  deter- 
h'.-'-  <i  ;■  i  haw  a  \':\s  \'Oung  I'.races  tor  tht- 
iiwr.ciiir  .il  llie  srivic'.  1  .iski-d  her  for  her 
na:  .  .  I.;;,  siu'  w^'uld  not  till  me;  aiifi 
1  ;.ij,'!  ii'il  -^I'l  ii(_r  lo  --.ay  one  word  in  re- 
'y\\\\  m  lii.n  wlii.  Iiad  caa.-'  d  her  sulieriiigs. 

A-.  we  pcarid  l'i\imialli  slie  Ix'came 
\s.a'-i'  ::iid  worsi';  siie  \>.ould  sit  for  huuis 
lociiraif.;  rani.'-llv  at  thi;  child,  and  (,:ryin!.; 
like  a  babv  ;  and  r\t  ry  now  and  then  sin- 
\vuiiM  >av.  '  Il  M.ud,  \ery  hard  tu  part; 
liui  II  i>  b'-iirr  ,-7',   .-li.juKl  live  than  iha; /'a/,v 
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trving  to  cut  era  my  prize,  eh  ?  I  advise 
you  to  sliccr  oU  before  I  pour  another 
broadside  into  your  legal  knowledge-box.' 

'Susan,'  said  he,  'my  dear  Susan,  can 
you  listen  to  the  words  of  this  uncouth 
sailor,  whilst  I,  a  man  of  education,  witli 
the  best  house  in  the  village — with  comfort, 
respectability,  money  to  offer — am  treated 
with  contempt?' 

'And    serve    you     right,    too,'    said    1, 

'  Mister  Attorney  :  d me.  111  turn  ye  to 

the  right-about  if  you  attempt  to  clapperclr.w 
her.' 

'Surely,  .Susan,' he  continued,  'you  are 
not  so  blind  to  your  own  interest  as  to  ur.'te 
yourself  with  a  man  whose  profession  is 
that  of  danger — who  will  no  sooner  marry 
than  he'll  leave  you,  and  who,  when  far 
away,  will  console  himself  for  your  absence 
in  the  embrace  of  another  ;  whilst  I  n;ust 
remain  where  you  were  born  and  bred,  you 
will  be  anK>ngst  your  relations,  and  you 
will  trium])h  over  tliose  who  have  taken 
every  opportunity  of  traducing  your  cha- 
racter, Ijy  saying  you  corresponded  with  a 
sailor — a  common  sailor!  a  man  whose 
feet  hardly  knows  the  comfort  of  stockings, 
and  whose  whole  life  is  one  of  .servitude  and 
toil — a-hem  !' 

'  I  say,  Susan,'  said  I,  'are  you  going  to 
listen  to  that  fellov,-'s  liiigo?  AVliy.'liis 
profession  is  to  deceive,  and  lie  is  en- 
deavouring to  make  _\ou  iiis  victim.  Now  I 
am  all  fair  and  above-board,  and  1  never 
told  a  lie  to  any  one  in  my  life  ;  and  if  old 
Tapes  there  said  as  mucli,  it  would  be  tlie 
biggest  lie  he  ever  told.  There  is  my  hand  ; 
there,  there  it  is  for  your  protoeiion,  and  if 
you  like  it,  say  the  \\o;d  !' 

Susan  had  been  nuich  fiattertd  by  the 
attention  of  the  apothvcary  ar.d  tlie  attor- 
nev,  and  in  justice  to  human  naiui-e  s lie  had 
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refuse  it ;  on  the  contrary,  although  her 
hand  was  still  and  quiet,  her  eyes  were 
speaking  and  connnunicative. 

The  attorney  immediately  proceeded  to 
argue  in  favour  of  his  client — himself ;  and 
on  such  a  subject  he  was  not  likely  to  be 
cool.  He  considered  me  as  sailors  were 
and  aj-e  considered— a  kind  of  interlopers 
on  the  land  ;  very  good  men  to  fight,  get 
wounded  or  killed,  receive  small  gains  and 
no  honour  ;  then,  when  crippled,  turned  to 
the  devil  or  the  poor-house. 

'  Now,  Miss  Susan,'  he  began,  '  I  am 
sure  you  are  too  good  a  judge  not  to  give 
each  side  an  impartial  hearing.  The  sailor 
there  has  stated  his  case,  and  concluded  it 
by  offering  his  hand.  I  shall  show  you  the 
numerous  objections  to  that  not  over-clean 
iiand  before  I  offer  my  own  ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  you  will  give  a  verdict  in  my 
favour.  In  the  first  place,  by  his  own 
showing,  his  hand  cannot  be  ;)w«/'.f ;  it  is 
his  kings  and  his  country's  :  and  although 
I  admit  he  could  not  serve  in  a  better  cause, 
yet  it  is  obvious  that,  in  his  faithful  service, 
he  must  neglect  you.  Can  the  man  who  is 
freezing  in  the  North  Sea,  or  melting  in  the 
Indies,  be  protecting  you  at  Cawsand  Ba}', 
your  father  and  mother  being  dead  ?' 

'  I'm  very  sony  for  that,  Susan,'  said  I, 

'  Xo  interruptions,  Mr.  Sailor,  if  you 
please,'  siiid  the  land-shark.  '  The  whole 
]iio]5erty  is  yours  :  it  is  not  sufficient  of  it- 
self to  do  credit  to  one  of  such  acknow- 
ledged beauty  ;  and  you,  from  this,  which 
is  not  enough,  would  be  obliged  to  support 
liim. ' 

'  I  take'  the  liberty  of  tellinc:  vou,  IMr. 
Tape.--' 

'  Xo  niti-rruijtiejns  !    said  he. 

'  (.Air-e  vour  'sT.ptions !'  said  I.  'Here 
goes  for  the  trutli.  \'ou  tell  a  most  in- 
iernal ' 

'  Tliat  is  the  irian — _^r;///(--man  1  cannot 
eiiil  iiiin,  S'.isan,  to  v.hom  you  would 
i'sten.  ir  in  a  ca.^e  like  this- -an  indilTerent 
eiise'  to  him.  for  we  all  knov.'  wh:u  a  sailor's 
l'j\e  is  — lie  can  outi'agL'  society  in  the  ^\"ay 
I;C  ivas.  do!)'-.  what  pain,  what  anguish 
would  it  etVi.rd  one  so  gentle  and  so  mild 
lei  ymii-elf,  siieukl  hi>  ungovernable  rage 
b!e.;!<  (jUt  ;ind  be  vented  on  you  !  To  a 
bed  temper  nie.>t  l;e  added  lurking  avarice 
anil  dirty  habits.  \o\\  see  how  warm  he 
got  wlnii  he  heard  vour  parents  were  ill 
tii'ir  cold  gr.r.es,  and  you  in  comparative 
e.ii'ueiiv.  i'ut  loiik  at  that-  s\me'h  not 
e\en  l.jve  could  blind, — look  at  that  age 
i-V.  eiiiej;  ill  hi.-,  eiiei-k  !' 

•  If  .  my  qt;id,'  said  I. 

'  ll  \.i'l  nevi-r  gi't  \-ou  a  ,/av',/  /;v  'Juc>' 
:-  :id  ill"  ^!i;irk  ;  '  for  no  one  can  be  over- 
i"iid  ef  :i  jierson  whose  gluttoni'  (li.tort.s 
hi  -  eouiueiKinee.' 

'.  1  hed  lire,  -.lerd  liur  \.L,X'\.  at  that 
l;;i.j   :,>  wcii  a^   1   lIo  ik,..'     ]   'ivould  have 
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for  wages,  saved  up  for  you  and  my  father; 
and  every  time  I  felt  to  see  if  it  was  safe,  1 
thought  how  glad  you  would  l:)e  to  see  that 
[  never  lost  sight  of  you,  hovvver  thick  the 
fogs  of  disp.jjpolntmeni.  Theie,  Susan, 
lake  it,  that's  a  dear,  and  let's  make  a 
splice  of  it,  and  pitch  that  shrivelled-faced 
attorney  to  his  master  the  devil.' 

Well,  this  is  the  long  and  the  short  of  it 
— Susan  was  thinking  about  the  lawyer  ; 
for  when  I  mentioned  him,  she  got  as  white 
as  a  purser's  shirt  on  a  scmbbing-day  in  the: 
West  Indies.  She  thought  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  truth  in  all  that  he  said;  firstly, 
that  if  she  married  me,  she  would  marry 
merely  the  name,  because  I  was  so  wedded 
to  the  service  and  to  Nelson,  that  to  sea  I 
should  gc,  and  that  I  told  her.  Then  she 
saw  all  the  assistance  I  should  be  able  to 
offer  was  very  small  indc>.d;  and  then  she 
thought  of  the  attorney's  liouse,  and  being 
a  gentleman's  wife,  instead  of  the  daughter- 
in-law  of  a  fisherman.  Besides,  there  was 
Jane  Mattocks,  a  pretty  girl,  who  was  her 
rival,  and  they  had  quarrelled  ;  and  when 
two  pretty  women  qunri'el,  they  ai'i-  more 
insincere  in  theii'  friendship  afterwards  tlie.n 
two  tigers  ;  they  will  '  dear'  and  '  love  '  it, 
b'^fore  each  other;  but  no  sooner  out  of 
sight,  than  'jade'  and  '  tni-n'^pit  '  are  tei'ms 
loij  llntteriiig.  She  did  not  lik*:'  to  give  me 
u]T,  because  I  was  a  good-looking  cliaji;  and 
yet  she  did  not  like  Jane  to  call  her  a 
sailor's  wife,  for  she  was  well  to  do  in  the 
world — she  was  \.\w_  only  bak(^r  in  the  |")1ace, 
and  she  liad  got  a  nice  hou.  e  ovi  r  her 
Ivad.  She  told  me  all  tliis,  ;\a(l  I  grew 
despci'ate.  'There,'  said  I— '  tllerl^  Susan, 
is  my  thpper  ;  will  you  have  me,  or  nn?' 
.SiH:  looked  rather  a-toni^lied,  and  did  aot 
answer,  '  C'ome,  ri)  shilly-shally,'  said  I; 
'  either  you  have  me  this  day  week,  or  we 
part  company  for  ever.' 

'I'm  too  young,  and    my  aunt'  (that  was 
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to-day  and  leave  me  to-morrow.  Now,  Ben, 
listen  to  me  ;  if  you  will  take  off  that  sailor's 
jacket,  and  put  on  a  baker's  dress,  I'll 
marry  you  ;  but  if  you  follow  the  sea,  you 
may  marry  Jane  if  you  like.  Make  i:p  your 
mind  to-morrow — and  now,  good  nigiit !' 

'  Give  me  a  kiss,'  said  1. 

'  Certainly,'  said  she,  and  we  parted. 

'  Whew  I'  said  I,  when  I  was  clear  of  the 
port,  and  steering  tovi'ards  home — '  what  a 
craft  I  Never  saw  so  much  flesh  and  bom: 
put  so  well  together :  she's  as  tight  as  a 
cockleshell,  and  from  her  figure  to  her  cat- 
head she  shows  as  bluff  a  bow  as  a  French 
frigate  ;  a  clean  run  fore  and  aft ;  and  as 
for  her  quarters,  my  toplights  !  a  Dutchman 

on  tlie  Doggerbank  is  a  joke  to  her.'    D 

me  if  ever  I  felt  so  ciueer  in  my  life.  I  felt  a 
creeping  come  over  my  flesh  as  if  the  cook's 
tormentors  were  sticking  in  me.  I  must  have 
been  cursedly  in  love,  for  1  never  felt  so  dry 
in  my  life. 

Well,  aw^ay  I  went  home,  star-gazing 
whenever  the  clouds  left  them  clear  ;  and 
just  as  I  came  to  the  door  I  gave  something 
a  kick,  which  rolled  over  and  over.  I  took 
it  \\\i,  ioi-  it  was  a  lia-let — 1  carried  it  in(o 
tile  house,  and  1  soon  found  there  was  alive 
cargo. 

'What's  diat,  Ben?'  said  my  mother. 

'Asciu'aker,'  .said  1. 

'  A  pig  ?'  said  she. 

'  No— a  child,'  said  I. 

'  Put  it  out  agani,'  said  she,  'or  w'c  shall 
1  a\e  some  tiouble  come  upon  us,  especially 
if  It  should  die.' 

'  'lake  it  to  tlie  attorney's,'  said  my 
fntiier  ;  '  V  ave  it  at  the  door,  ring  the  belf 
and  be  oh'.' 

•  Let's  look  at  it  hrst,'  said  I. 

.My  motiiei-  nodded,  and  we  began  to  un- 
pack the  child,  who  had  been  stretched  into 
a  straw  basket,  something  like  the  manner 
I  on.ce  saw  w  peacock  stowed  on  ihc  top  of 
a  coa.ch,  with  his  tail  sticking  out,  and 
jiist  room  left  for  his  beak  to  get  breath.  I 
soon  released  the  poor  tiling.  1  saw  before 
iiie  tlie  vc'-y  child  tlie  woman  nursed  in  th.e 
wi'je.o'i.      She   had    the  inaii<   I   before  de- 
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II  ui';i(l  one  ;  then  came  a,<^aiii  the  same 
low,  dismal  moaning,  and  I  got  as  much  a 
coward  as  the  two  captains  in  Benbow's 
action.  '  Why,'  says  I  to  myself,  '  Ben 
Brace,  are  you  afraid,  and  Nelson's  cox- 
swain?—not  a  bit  of  it  ;'  so  1  tried  again. 
I  went  steadily  along  the  house  saying  my 
prayers,  when  I  distinguished  a  woman 
seated  like  under  the  lee  of  the  stone,  in 
order  to  shelter  herself  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather. 

'  Hulloa,  messtnate  !'  said  I,  '  you  have 
got  a  bad  berth  of  it  here  ;  why,  you  will  be 
blown  to  pieces  befon;  morning.' 

'  Leave  me,'  said  the  woman — '  leave  nie 
to  die!  I  have  lost  my  child  for  ever,  it 
has  been  taken  from  uie  ;  and  I  have  waited 
here  watching  the  door  which  encloses  my 
infant,  but  is  closed  against  me.  And  nov.', 
the  sooner  I  die  the  better  !' 

I  recollected  the  voice  in  a  moment :  it 
was  that  of  the  poor  forlorn  crcauire  who 
had  come  down  with  me  in  the  waggon, 
and  w^hom  I  now  knew  to  be  my  own  sister. 
Mv  lieart  swelled,  and  my  voice  was  almost 
stifled  :  I  was  just  able,  however,  to  stammer 
out,  'Jane,  jane,  come  to  a  brother's  arms  !' 

'  Is  it  you,  Ben  ? — now  I  die  hanpy  ! 
You'll  be  a  father  to  it — won't  you,  Ben  ?' 
and  she  jumped  upon  her  feet  and  threw 
her  arms  round  my  neck.  '  Now — now, 
promise  me  not  to  let  it  starve,  and  I  will 
go  and  die  elsewhere. — Oil  !  my  heart  !  my 
heart  !  I  feel  it  breaking  whenever  1  think 
I  am  to  quit  this  place  and  leave  it  there  ; 
but  I'll  stay  until  dayligiit  ;  I  have  been  a: 
the  window  twice,  but  I  did  not  hear  it 
cry  ;  but  the  wind  shook  the  small  shutter, 
and  maybe  it  drowned  ii:^  n')ise. — But  don'': 
go,  Ben,  yet  !  Why  don't  you  5,pe;ik  to 
iii:'.^  Say,  Ben,  you  will  be  ;i  father 
te  :t.' 

I  ki-,sed  Jane,  and  she  gave  rae  Ijack  a 
h;::idred.  She  hung  round  my  neck,  and  she 
crit;d  like  a  baby  ;  it  was  sonie  time  before 
I  took  her  by  the  h:>.nd,  and  told  her  that 
father  and  mother  had  forgiven  her,  and 
th;it  the  door  v,  ould  be  opemx-i  to  her,  an^I 
tlia?  shi;  nmsl  conn-  witii  me. 

'Never,  B 'ii — nevir  eouM  I  look,'  slie 
E-ii  \,  '  up>!;  r,itli>-r  a'ul  motii'T  a;,;  k.'i  !  (iiey 
V)]!  c'.ii'.'ie  m-',  and  I  ;^1'  ill  I'o  in:"'..      No,  as 
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she  sank  down  at  my  feet.  Mv  father 
opened  the  door:  he  could  not  bring  a 
liglit,  for  the  wind  was  boisterous. 

'  H-'re  she  is,  father,'  said  I. 

'  Wliere?'  said  he. 

'  Here  at  my  feet.' 

'I'he  old  man  rushed  toward  his  child  ;  he 
seized  her  by  the  arm.  'Jane,  Jane  I  do  I 
live  to  see  you  again  ;  to  bless  you,  my 
poor  lost  one — to  comfort  you  !  Here's 
your  child  asleep,  and  here's  your  mother  ; 
come,  cheer  up  !' 

My  mother  looked  at  her  daughter  as  siie 
lay  on  the  floor,  for  we  had  lifted  her  in.  I 
got  the  big  arm-chair ;  but  I  saw  Jane 
shudder  at  the  sight  of  it,  and  she  hung  her 
head  down  to  the  ground.  I  went  to  mv 
mother  and  I  touched  her  arm  :  '  Mother,' 
said  I,  'your  promise.' 

I5ut  she  looked  at  her  d,aughter  in  a 
stiange  unforgiving  manner.  By  degrees  I 
coaxed  her  nearer  and  nearer  ;  and  no 
sooner  did  I  ]:>!ace  Jane's  hand  in  hers,  and 
she  felt  tlie  touch,  than  she  burst  out  a-cry- 
ing  and  Ijiessed  her  child.  I  never  saw 
such  a  seen.'.  There  was  Jane  dripping 
v.et  lying  along  the  lloor  ;  she  never  spoke 
or  cried — shs  was  dried  up  Ijy  grief  :  and 
there  was  her  fatiier,  tiie  rough  old  lisher- 
maii.  whose  life  had  been  one  struggle 
against  tiie  storms  of  heaven,  now  beaten, 
fairly  beaten  'uya  woman's  silent  sorrow.  My 
mother  had  raised  Jane's  head,  and  placed 
it  on  her  knees  ;  whilst  1  stood  behind  niy 
f.ither,  endeavouring  to  shame  my  tears. 

Wiienevcr  I  see  a  fellow  looking  calmly 
on  such  scenes  of  affliction,  or  v. hen,  in  the 
last  rattle  of  death,  the  bystander  is  without 
a  tremor,  I  ;ilways  tliink  he  must  iie  eithc 
a  doctor  or  a  brute.  We  get  accustomed 
to  death,  to  be  sure,  and  that  is  the  excuse 
for  the  former  :  and  he  would  make  but  a 
poor  surgeon  wb.o  felt  thewound  he  inflicte.d. 
But  with  us — we  who  are  p.ud  for  beir,g 
siiot — why,  it  would  ill  become  Us  not  to 
feel  for  others. 

Well,  we  got  all  hands  to  bed  ;  and  the 
next  moriei;;--  I  arose  with  tile  conscience 
of  a  man  wlio  has  done  a  good  aci  :  T  \\.is 
as  li;,dit  as  aeoik,  and  ski;!]!  ■  I  about  hko 
one  of  the  h  ,','.. '.s  v.e  Sue  in  Bunch's  box. 
Before  we  ])i]v  d  lo  breakfast,  I  was  on  mv 
ro.id  LoSi;--a)';,  \s  In'eh  w.isa'.iout  a  hundred 
_\'.u-il.-,  from  o;u'  hou^e.  Slie  was  up,  and 
reci'ived  me  very  kindly  :  she  sav,'  I  wa:,  iu 
liigii  spirils,  and  a~kcd  mc  the  reason. 

'Jane's  come  back,  Susan,"  said  1.  '  \\'h\ . 
V, ",,.;  do  you  loolc  so  contemptuous  abou:  ? 
Sii-  is  f'.):;^iven  ;  and  you'll  come,  1  knov, , 
and  sis;  11'  :■,  ar.d  be  her  friend,  as  vou  u- jd 
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about  the  atinck  on  Bastin.  Lord  'lIoo.! 
then  resolvco  lo  leriuceit  by  the  na^■al  foiCL- 
alone,  and  he  came  himself  witli  a  lan^^' 
part  of  tlie  fleet  to  Bastia.  Nelson  was  th.^: 
oldest  captain  employed  upon  this  service, 
for  the  admiral  had  left  his  senior  officers  to 
blockade  Toulon.  The  only  men  we  had 
from  the  army  were  a  few  artillerymen  ;  and 
we  began  the  sietje  with  eleven  hundred 
and  eighty-three  soldiers,  artillerymen,  and 
marines,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  sailors  — 
all  belonging,  with  the  exception  of  the 
artillery,  to  the  fleet. 

'We  are  but  few,'  sain  Nelson,  'but  of 
the  right  sort.  Our  general  at  St.  Fioreii/O 
will  not  give  us  one  man  of  the  live  reg: 
ments  he  has  there  lying  idle.' 

It  was  on  the  4ih  April,  170.1.,  that  we 
lande  i,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenan'.- 
Colonel  Villettes  and  Nelson.  To  be  sure, 
we  had  workenf)Ugn.  We  lugged  ti)e  gtms 
which  we  landed,  on  heights  which  at  first 
seemed  only  to  be  got  at  by  monkeys  ! 
Nelson  cheered  us  ;  he  v/as  evcjrywhere,  his 
eye  was  on  every  one  o.  us  ;  and,  one  and 
all,  we  put  a  willing  hand  to  the  rope.  We 
were  constant  in  our  exeit'ons.  Nor  were 
our  enemies  idle.  'I'hey  had  borrowed  fresh 
courage  from  our  delay  :  they  built  new 
works,  and  repaired  the  old:  night  or  day 
made  no  difference.  We  saw  them  at  work  ; 
and  we  perceived  that  one  hour  of  wavering 
is  a  year  to  a  besieged  enemy.  Their 
furnaces  were  in  readiness,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent that  they  had  the  greatest  confidence 
of  success  ;  firstly,  from  our  slender  num- 
ber—and secondly,  fronn  their  increase;! 
foriifieations.  But,  as  we  advanced  our 
works,  tlie  enemy  gradually  gave  way,  and 
on  the  20th  May  one  thousand  regular  troops, 
fifteen  hundred  national  guards,  and  a  large 
party  of  Corsican  troops  laid  down  thtir 
arms  to  one  thousand  two  hundred  soldiers, 
marines  and  seamen.  It  was  one  of  those 
bloodless  victories  w'liich  are  gained  by 
steady  ptTseverimceand  undaiuited  courage. 

The  cunel  wliK'h  conveyed  the  prisoner.-; 
to  Toulon  brought  Ijuck  iuiormalion  tii.U 
the  French  lleet  were  all  a  laiinio,  and  readv 
for  sea  ;  and  we  wei'i.-  soon  nrii'i-r  wt.'igh,  in 
company  v.  itli  Lord  IIdocI,  ioi  i  lures.  We 
saw-  the  Li-rni:h  llr,-t  oil  Si.  IVup.-.y,  ;  but  I'-ce 
wind  was  so  scant,  ih.il  u  r  wuri'  unable  lo 
get  beiwi'cn  them  and  th:'  lai'.d.  ;inii  (Ut 
them  off:  brside-s  w  lueli,  tlirir  bo, its  e.^iiie 
out  from  .•\ntili!'S.  and  lent  a.  land  to  tiiw 
them  within  thi-  :-.!i(),Us  of  I'r^ani.'an  Ro,,,l-, 
and  placed  tlaan  nnra-r  the  prolcation  of  llu- 
batteries  on  till-  i.dind-.  o'  Si.  il.inon'  am; 
St.  Marguenti;.  \\\:  loolccd  al  I  Hem  lii.e 
men  who  wanted  an  aela'ii.  bin  it  was  of 
no  use  ;  we  niirsl  have  wai'ped  in,  a;,<i  thai 
was  impossible  under  the  tire  w  ■  inii-.t  havr 
sustained.  They  ^av  th.it  Lordlloid  li  ui 
planned  an  attack  whichw'ju Id  havebeiii  irre- 
sistible could  we  have    altered  the  liartioin-. 


We  had  jn=t  time  to  smeli  the  enemy,. 
when  we  were  despatchel  to  co-operate  at 
the  siege  of  Calvi.  .Sir  Charles  Smart  com- 
manded the  land  forces  ;  and  never  was 
there  a  more  gallant  fellow  in  the  Rriti.sh 
army :  he  slept  every  night  in  the  advanced 
battery,  and  whenever  a  shot  came,  Stuart 
heard  the  whizz  of  it.  Well  I  remember 
that  business  I  it  was  sinoking  hot  ;  and  we 
toiled  through  the  day  and  night  in  drag- 
ging cannon,  and  in  removing  our  sick.  We 
had  no  respite  from  labour — and  out  of  two 
thousand  men,  we  had  the  half  in  the  hos- 
l^itals,  a.iid  the  remainder  volunteers  for  it. 
Ay,  very  few  men  know  what  it  is  to  be  fired 
at  all  day  ;  melted  with  the  heat,  worn  out 
with  fatigue,  and  then  to  have  the  darkness 
robbed  from  them  ;  hardly  to  know  the 
comfort  of  sleep,  to  be  nurses  by  night  and 
soldiers  by  day,  and  then  to  get  no  rewarti 
when  the  toil  is  over. 

It  was  at  this  siege,  which  terminated 
successfully,  that  Nelson  lost  his  eye.  A 
shot  struck  the  ground  near  him,  and  drove 
the  sand  and  gravel  with  considerable  force 
in  his  face  :  some  entered  his  eye,  and  ulti- 
mately blinded  hini  ;  although  at  first  he 
thought  so  lightly  of  the  wound — if  wotmd 
it  could  be  called — as  to  laugh  at  it  :  lie 
wrote  to  the  admiral,  and  only  allowed  it  to 
confine  him  for  one  day.  I  remember  the 
nice  work  he  made  of  it  when  he  found  his 
name  omitted  amongst  the  wounded  ;  he 
did  not  conceal  his  mortification. 

'  One  hundrixl  and  ten  days,'  said  he, 
'  I  have  been  actually  engaged  at  sea  and 
on  ^hore  against  the  enemy:  three  actions 
against  ships,  two  against  Bastia  in  my 
ship,  four  boat  actions,  and  two  villages 
taken,  ami  t\>elve  sail  of  vessels  burnt  ;  I  do 
not  know  tliat  anyone  has  done  more.  I  have 
had  the  conilort  to  be  always  apfiiauded  by 
my  comiiKinder-in-chief,  but  never  /o  br  re 
■!i'i:n-fed ;  and,  what  is  more  mortifying,  for 
services  in  which  1  have  been  wounded, 
others  have  been  t^iraised,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  were  aetiialiv  in  bed  fir  from  the 
scene  of  a.ction.  Tiiey  have  no;  done  nie 
jii'^lice.' 

Rut  lie  vva-;  not  the  oiilv  one  v,'ho  has  been 
iivia-looked  for  his  service.-;  :  many's  the 
man  who  gels  a  pension  for  doing  nothing, 
01  becanse  his  father  was  born  before  him  ; 
\'.iiiLt  otiiers  are  left  to  rot  with  the  rani:  of 
laaitr-nant  who  ha\-e  :-een  service  enougii  to 
make  an  in!;i^ri!an;>-.  'I'here  w;is.  not  nianN' 
\ears  back,  a  man  on  that  hit  wiio  w.is 
li-uteiiani  in  liyng  s  action  and  who  never 
w,is  promoted,  because  his  ;i;iniiral  was 
iiiiMilen;d  to  satisfy  party  rancour.  Von 
mi;,'lil  as  well  exp^ect  to  male-  a  niariiv.i- 
eiUi;-a-  a  bi-iin|),  as  to  foi'W;ird  those  deh- 
ei<'ii:  in  intere~-t.  \V'hy,  1  ;,l;ould  like  to 
add  ii|)  h(,'W  nrinv  years  i  served  and  never 
got  a  warrant  ;  I  nii';ht  have  had  one-  after- 
w;iril-;,  hid  I  jirefen-e.-l  fnllnwing  Neisori. 
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Sykes,  the  man  that  afterwards,  in  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar,  fixed  the  worm  into  a 
Frenchman's  jacket,  and  hauled  him  over- 
board, shaking  him  off  Hke  you  would  a 
wad.  It  was  '  blaze  away,  my  hearties  !' 
until  down  came  both  their  tricoloured  rags  ; 
and  Andrews,  one  of  our  lieutenants — a  man, 
Nelson  said,  who  was  as  gallant  an  officer 
as  ever  stepped  a  quarter-deck — hoisted 
the  English  colours  on  board  of  both  of  them. 
The  rest  of  the    French    fleet    escaped  ; 

but  had  liood  or  Nelson  commanded 

But,  avast  there  !  we  must  not  be  throwing 
poisoned  shot  at  any  of  our  admirals ! 
The  attack  was  daring  ;  the  resistance,  as 
far  as  concerns  the  two  ships  captured, 
desperate  ;  and  bravery  is  more  shown  in 
the  advance  into  action  than  in  the  noise 
and  the  tumult,  when  a  man,  although  a 
coward  by  nature,  fights  naturally.  I  tliink 
in  that  business  of  Napier's,  who  they  call 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  the  gallantry  ol  the 
action  was  in  the  determination  to  attack  so 
superior  a  force  ;  and  none  but  a  really 
br.ivf  man  would  have  ventured  on  so 
desperate  an  action.  Some  envious  men 
say,  the  Miguelite  fleet  did  not  fight  :  no, 
they  did  not  fight  as  they  might  have  done, 
that  is  true  enough  ;  but  that  cannot  detract 
from  the  bravery  of  the  English  leader  who 
planned  the  attack,  and  who  made  it.-ilmosl 
entirely  unsupported. 

I  have  called  our  fight  a  hrusli,  and  I'l' 
tell  you  why — -Nelson  called  it  only  a  brush 
— and  here's  b.is  letter. 

'  Aga7nei!v:oi!,  Porto  lispecia, 
'  March  :i2ad,  1795. 

'  My    DEAIi    SiK, 

'  The  event  of  our  hriisli  with  the 
V'rench  lleet  you  will  know  long  before  tliis 
leaches  you,  and  1  know  you  vviil  particip.Ue 
in  the  piea.sure  I  must  have  felt  in  being  thr 
great  cause  of  our  success.  Could  I  havebefii 
supported,  I  would  have  had  Ca  Ira  on  the 
13th,  v.'hich  might  p.-obably  have  increr.^-d 
our  succe.-,s  on  the  next  day.  The  cnei.iy, 
notwitlistanding  th.eir  red-hot  slint  aari 
sIkUs,  r.iu.,t  now  be  SiUisfiud  (or  we  are 
ready  to  give  them  funhi.T  proof.i)  (hat  Ihig 
land  yet  icigns  ni;;4ii';-;s  on  tl/'  '■'  :is  ;  .-nid  I 
V(Miiv  b';!i.-ve  our  ^  e.umiu  hiive  I'Vt  rMnc.  of 
their  courage,  and  sine  i  am,  li  ::'.  l.aii  tlie 
brcc/.e  continued  so  as  to  liave  alio,',  cd  us  to 
close  with  the  eneniv,  we  sliouid  h: m  de- 
stroyed tlieir  whole  fleet.  ']'i;ev  came  out 
to  tight  us,  antl  yet,  when  tin)  fuund  u^,  all 
their  endeavours  were  used  in  avoir!  an 
action.  I'.iit  accidents  \s  ill  haj); 'i:  to  u-  as 
to  others  :  a  few  days  aftrr  the  action  we 
met  Willi  a  vciv  heavy  gale  of  wind,  v.lueh  h.as 
driven  liie  IIIiiMj-ion^  on  .^hore  ;  l^)i;t  v.e  have 
home  laiiil  hop^:,  .she  may  vt-t  he  ;-a 
prizes  are  almost  relitled  ;  .ami  t< 
we  sail  for  {'or'-iea.  I  Leg  leave  t 
vou  with  a  letter  for  Mrs.  N-  ''-on. 
"o   beg  vou    will  gave   mv  kinde.- 
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brance.s  to  Mrs.  Suckling,  Miss  .Suckling, 
and  all  the  family,  not  forgetting  Mr.  Rum- 
sey  and  family.     Believe  me  ever 
'  Your  most  affectionate, 

'  Horatio  Nklson.* 

\  thought  Nelson  would  have  gone  mad 
when  he  saw  the  French  fleet  steering  un- 
pursued  away  ;  and  when  he  heard  the 
admiral  say,  '  We  must  be  contented  !  we 
have  done  well  enough  !'  '  Why,'  said  he, 
'  if  I  had  taken  ten  sail  and  allowed  the 
eleventh  to  escape,  when  it  had  been  pos- 
sible to  have  just  got  at  her,  I  should  never 
have  called  it  well  done.  Ay,'  said  he,  '  if 
I  had  commanded  on  the  14th,  either  the 
whole  fleet  \\ouId  have  graced  my  triumph, 
or  [should  have  been  in  a  con  founded  scrape. 

They  niade  him  a  colonel  of  marines 
about  this  time,  because,  I  suppose  he  hart 
commanded  so  like  a  soldier  at  Calvi  ;  and 
he  was  pleased  at  this,  for  I  have  often 
heard  him  say,  that  he  '  thought  he  deserved 
it.'  We  were  all  of  us  now  more  fit  for 
the  dock-yard  than  the  Gulf  of  Lions  ;  we 
were  miserably  short  in  regard  to  numbers, 
and  although  Admiral  Man  arrived  with  .a 
squadron  from  England,  consisting  of  five 
sail  of  the  line,  yet  the  French  had  a  vast 
superiority  as  to  numbers.  But  we  were 
more  used  to  the  work  ;  we  did  trot  mind 
shot,  as  Nelson  said  of  us,  no  more  than 
peas  ;  and  we  were  very  anxious  to  have 
another  brush. 
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M.\r.  r  s  the  lougii  ^'arn  \>-c  ir-ed  to  twist  on 
lioard  tile  old  .1  •^'(i)u-!ir//'>i! .  and  very  little 
tane  I.a.d  we  to  s'eep  or  iiiay  sling  the 
III  i.a  '  .  Kut  it  i-  (..ileii  when  the  nir>on 
■hiiv  •■  h:-';;ii;,  ■.vr.O.  the  ■■'hip  slips  throtigii 
the  water  s;<'aili!v  and  quieilv— (like  somi' 
ri en  <;  a  (hre-e-h,  life,  th"  rijjple  nu'ler  llie 
bows,  and  th.e  babbles  as  they  pass,  being 
soniethiiig  ii'-.e  the'  rel'juke/.  wa;  meet  v,  ith, 
and  the  ;)1'-.:' e,,i.s  w'liL-li  w'e  hav(;  left  far, 
fa.r  la-hinrl  ia;--lli,!t  some  one  or  two, 
grown  (,  ,re!e  a.-;  to  rest  from  tla.-ir  (;oi!- 
.stant  aetivilw  \\(vale  hfing  tluauH-hes  !(.>  an 
.anchor  iiiidei  the  Ic-  of  the  bulwark,  or 
foaia  a  ei[-e;e  bv:ore  the  for(ana  !,  and  spin 
out  tla'ir  Ion'"  .stories  of  tlieni.-aaves  all'!  iiieir 
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of  the  fleet,  and  we  being-  patched  up,  joined 
him  in  S:.  Fiorenzo  Bay  ;  we  aUerwards 
took  up  our  old  station  off  Genoa  ;  and 
here  it  was  that  we  first  lieard  of  Bonaparte, 
and  his  rapid  successes,  for,  from  the  time 
he  beat  the  Austrians  at  Montenotte,  a  fort- 
night had  scarcely  elapsed  before  the  court 
of  Turin  acceded  to  his  orders  o\  peace,  and 
all  the  strongest  places  in  Piedmont  were 
placed  in  his  hands.  We  managed  to  get 
hold  of  six  vessels  laden  with  cannon  and 
ordnance  stores,  which,  for  a  time,  checked 
the  French  conqueror.  Captain  Cockburn, 
who  commanded  the  Mclcager,  assisted  ;;t 
this  business  ;  upon  this  occasion  we  drove 
the  convo)'  under  the  batteries,  silenced 
them,  and  took  the  ships. 

It  was  in  1796  that  the  iingiish  evueuated 
Corsica,  and  Nelson's  determined  njar.iier 
was  the  cause  of  each  lingiis'n  mercliiini 
securing  his  property,  which  previously  had 
been  confiscated  by  the  new  Government  ; 
and  on  the  14th  October  we  had  manr.ged 
to  save  public  stores  to  the  amount  of 
^200.000.  The  French,  on  tlie  20tii,  having 
landed  near  Cape  Corse,  on  the  i8th  entered 
the  town  one  hour  after  Ne:son,  and  he  was 
the  last  man  who  had  lefi  it. 

Nelson  now  hoisted  his  broad  pendant  on 
ijoard  the  Minerva  frigate,  commanded  by 
Captain  George  Cockburn.*  1  went  with 
him,  of  course  ;  for  1  was  his  right-hand 
vdlet,  his  deputy  clerk,  his  coxswain,  and 
his  oldest  follower.  We  were  Vjoimd  to 
Porto  Ferrajo,  and  we  did  not  gt-i  there  with- 
out  another  brush.  The  fact  is,  that  wc 
were  never  out  of  the  way  of  old  Dtatb,  :r.ui 
he  always  had  his  greedy  paw  otit  to  catch 
some  of  us. 

We  fell  in  with  two  Spanisli  r;;g:aes,  !l-;c 
Sabina.  and  the  Cera,  ;aid  c:  e.;.'iir3'  v. 
attticked  one  of  them  without  it/S.^  uf  thin.'. 
Nelson  coum.cd  one  Englisiiman  was  wottt; 
two  Freijclin.eii,  and  conseqiieuily  six  Spa- 
niards. Vv'e  enga'jjed  the  S'lbnia  for  t..;ee 
hours,  and  we  sent  one  hundred  and  si:<iy- 
four  m-jn  to  ,he;r  long  account.  The  c.io- 
tain,  one  Dcm  Jac<,bo  .S'uart,  v.'.ts  th-^  uaiy 
officer  left  ;  he  loiijlit  lik^-  a  Brnon,  awA,  as 
his  name  \v:-,s  J'col)  ^-tii  ir',  th  v  ■.■..•-,  iij 
wonder  it!  I';;n,  Who  cw;  tu-iid  cl"  a 
.Stuart,  '.•lili'.a  iri^'i  or  .S^i,)tjli,  v,  n  >  did  ihiI 
tight  like  a  Iroujn  r  ? 

We  h.id  ju^t  L'o:  i:u:pri/':  in  low.v^  -m 
the  Ccrr.s  l,:iiil-,  i;p  f:jr  a  d'i-,i  ;  v, ,;  ca  I  ..if 
the  prizi'  and  t,:r;.:i'd  \\v: .  ,iii  !  m  !.:.;i-,.:i 
hour  shi;  h:ri  hi  ■.'.  I'd  (]!i;i-  i'i;oii!;li  ui  .1!:: 
■,hots,  and.  liad  h,ui!- a  i-\\.\:\,..:,\  two  luu -I'l- 
battlr  ^.^l'i'■  ,:iid  W<'.  ':ii;  .'.-,. dl  i  n;'llliL•^, 
hove  in  ■.■idU,  It  w.i.-.  \a>  ;i;ir,u  in.-  m  .Istiig 
pri/,i  s,  •<<  w  ■  m  iiie  sid  ,  li.i-  ■  !,■  ::iv  rccip- 
tured  th'.ir  -iiiii  ,  we  vnt  10  i'-i;o  i''err.>jo 
in  safely.  1  hi-  .'.hole  i.,-i\al  e  [  h'.  Imu-nt 
was  with dia.'.ii  liom  l-^'b.i,  ami  \\\.  ti:  -i;  (  a;  Iv 


»  After-... II Ub  '6\\  <.'.i 


L'J'.kLi 


in  1797),  sailed  for  Gibraltar  with  a  convoy. 

It  was  on  the  13th  February  that  wg  com- 
nuithcated  to  the  admiral.  Sir  foim  Jer- 
vis,  that  we  had  seen  the  SpaiiiVn  flert  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Straits.  Nelson  was  in- 
stantly desiied  to  hoist  his  broad  pendant 
on  board  the  Captain,  seven tv-four.  com- 
manded by  Captain  R.  W.  Miller  ;  and  l^y 
the  time  I  had  stowed  my  hammock  in  the 
nettings,  I  looked  aloft  on  board  the  admi- 
ral's ship,  and  there  was  the  signal  to  pre- 
pare for  action.  1  had  seen  that  so  often,  that 
I  did  not  want  the  signal-book  to  leach 
me. 

j\t  daybieak  the  next  morning  we  c;iught 
sight  of  them,  being  then  in  tiie  order  for  sail- 
ing in  two  lilies.  The  morning  was  dark 
and  hazy,  and  ar  i;alf-past  six  tlie  Cullodeu 
made  the  signal  for  five  sail  in  the  south- 
west quarter  :  at  eight  the  signal  was  flying 
for  '  prepare  for  ttction.'  It  wanted  no  offi 
cer  to  stimulate  the  men  ;  they  were  warm 
for  the  business  :  and  although  La  Bonne 
Cltoyenne  made  the  signal  that  the  enemy's 
flee:  consisted  of  twen'y-tive  sail  of  the  line, 
\\hil.-,t  we  had  orily  fifteen  sail  of  the  line, 
four  frigates,  a  sloop,  and  a  cutter,  there 
was  tiot  a  man  fore  and  aft  the  deck  that 
did  not  think  some  of  the  Spaniards  would 
be  seen  in  Spithe.irl  with  an  English  flag  on 
board  of  the  ni. 

Wlien  I  hist  saw  them  distinctly,  I  began 
to  rub  my  eyes  and  look  at  the  commodore  ; 
he  was  all  alive  and  merry  ;  he  walked 
ciuickly  up  and  down  the  deck,  rubbed  his 
lian^is,  looked  again,  and  seemed  just  as 
pleased  as  ii'  he  w.is  meeting  an  old  friend  : 
but,  whtn  1  looked  out  of  the  main-deck 
I'.oit  and  I  -aw  a  foui-decker  of  at  leasi 
c,?.j_  hundred  and  thirty-six  guns,  six  ihrrt. 
cirLkc-rs  of  one  lumdred  and  Iweive.  \\\o 
eigh.y-fours,  eigiiteen  seventy-fours,  rnaking 
in  wW  twentv-sevi-ii  sail  of  tiie  line,  with  tei^ 
iri'j.Ue-;  arid  a  'ovig,  1  began  to  think  tiiat 
we  were  in  lor  a  bloody  business,  out  of 
v^'iiicn  wt  could  never  retreat,  and  only  to 
be  won  bv  such  men  a.-,  Jervis  and  N'elson. 
The  ships  iirst  lelegiaphed  by  the  Cullo- 
de.>t  were,  when  Hr-t  disrovr-red,  separated 
'  0(11  tlie  ill, ha  iioiiv,  vvhicli  was  bearing, 
00  Ml  to  join  the  soparated  vessels.  W'e 
:,.  :  ■.iidiMvoured  to  cut  >.:'\  these  five  ships  ; 
hui  '1-M.'  main  iiody  of  the  tleet  beconu'iig  too 
ii.ario;-  t.hi.-,  exi •eriini-nt,  we  formed  into 
'a  iiiio  of  baitic  aliea.d,' giving  up  the  ch.ise 
ti'  1  o''"- P  :■  ■''!'■;  lor  ,1  .-crions  bu'^ini-'^f. 

l'Ai'r\-  mail  m  t!:e  navy  goes  through 
So  nil-  .o.\  !r,l  M  oil  If  ;  but  there  is  nothing  like 
til  ■  ..  o.  (inirt  on  board  a  man-of-war  hieleire 
til-.-  Iijir  b.-i'ii'^.  When  evoiylhint;  is  ready 
-.1";  \'.e,  (;otl  knous  !  are  ready  rnough 
to  00  (u;-  (it:;\.-— ,vhi.n  we  !;i't  10iirn;t|in;ts 
.t.-i  i  ru'v.Iii.oi);.-,  10  clap  on  !,.e  w-oaiiMed, 
ai;'i  -vsh-Ti  we  k)ok  about  iH  .iinonght  old 
111-!  :.,i-d  .'-hipmaliS.  tlifii  it  is  tiiat  a  eunou'" 
kiid  of  (.old  lechi)  ;  runs  lliroiu:!!  tiie  l;ravcst 
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passed  on  to  the  Santissima  Trinidada. 
The  San  Nicholas  hiffed  up — and  well  she 
might,  for  it  would  have  slewed  any  stern — • 
and  fell  on  board  the  San  Josef,  and  we 
placed  ourselves  close  alongside  of  them, 
making  threeabreast,  and  thus givingboth  of 
them  the  advantage  of  our  gcnevoiity,  whilst 
only  one  of  tiiem  could  return  it.  We  were 
properly  disabled  ;  every  rope  was  cut  to 
pieces,  the  fore-topmast  was  go:ie,  and  we 
had  not  a  shroud  left  to  support  a  m;"ist : 
but  we  had  still  a  little  head-way  :  and  Nel- 
son ordered  the  captain  to  put  the  helm  a- 
starboard,  and  we  ran  on  board  the  San 
Nicholas.  '  Boarders,  fore  and  aft  !'  was 
the  cry.  You  may  see  the  picture  in  the 
Painted  Hall,  with  the  admiral  in  a  cociitd- 
hat  heading  t!ie  boarders. 

Captain  Berry,  who  had  been  the  com- 
modore's first  lieutenant,  led  the  way,  and 
was  the  first  man  on  tiie  enemy's  nii/.en 
chains.  The  sprilsail  yard  of  the  Caplain 
having  passed  over  the  enemy's  poop,  got 
foul  of  themizen  rigging,  and  thus  steadied 
us.  Berry  was  not  a  second  without  a  sup- 
porter ;  for  Lieutenant  Pearson,  who  com- 
manded a  detacliment  of  the  69th  regiment, 
then  doing  duty  on  board  as  marines,  gal- 
lantly followed  th.e  noble  example,  and 
passed  into  the  San  Nic/ulas.  One  of  the 
soldiers  broke  the  upper  quarter  gallery 
window  and  jumped  in  ;  and  the  commodore 
and  myself  vvere  soon  at  his  heels,  having 
lots  of  our  crew  close  behind  Uj. 

We  found  the  cabin  doors  fastened  ;  but 
what's  a  door  to  an  Englisti  sailor  but  a 
place  to  pass  through  ?  which  we  did  in  a 
second,  without  using  the  hinges.  We 
pushed  on  to  the  deck,  and  there  were  oar 
gallant  sliipmates  in  possession  of  the  poop 
— tlie  Spanish  ensign  down,  the  ship  our;. 
The  commander  of  her  was  tnoit;iIy 
wounded,  and  Nelson  was  just  in  time  to  re- 
ceive liis  sword.  Every  precaution  ua-;  iii- 
.stantly  taken  to  s.:eure  the  prize  :  but  m  e 
did  not  do  it  in  ijuiet. 

The  stern  of  the  .S'l,-;;  /vt/wns  directly  on 
the  weather  beam  of  the  Sun  Xiihoiai ;  and 
the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  and  rle-tructive 
fire  upon  our  men,  now  on  the  u;)i;er  d.-ck 
of  the  pri/.:'.  Nrlson  s;iw  that  to  reiiuiin 
was  fatal  ;  he  mu:^t  eithi-r  go  011  oi-  !\nii-:it. 
lie  only  kiu:w  how  todnijuc  ;  ;iliiii!':;;:i  the 
other  shows  the  guo  1  oilieer,  they  say,  more 
than  the  advance.  .Nhjre  men  v.eresent  from 
the  Caplaia  :  '  l-'uiiov/  />!:'.'  said  NeKon  : 
•  Westinmster  Abbey  or  victory!'  ikrry 
assisted  the  commodore'  into  the  main.- 
chain-,  and  1  was  aloie.;  :.l_-''f  him.  'J''ur- 
ward,  my  l.u'.i  !'  was  ti:,'  erv  ;  hut  it  was  no 
use  to  hurry,  for  a  .^ijiiiiird  ;;op[7"d  ins 
head  ov.-r  lhr>  (|narter-de('k  i.  il,  ;ind  b"I- 
lowed  out  tiiat  they  suriendered.  I  lie  Cwiii- 
modore  leipt  on  llie  i.]uarter  d-  ';  ;  and 
there  we  were  .sure  enough,  witl.^.U  any 
poking  orjiiking,  the  conqueroii  of  t!ie  Su/i 


Josef.  The  Spanish  captain  delivered  his 
sword  ;  for  the  admiral  was  below  severely 
v.ounded — indeed,  dying. 

There,  on  the  quarter-deck  of  this  noble 
ship,  did  the  commodore  receive  the  swords, 
which  were  handed  to  me  ;-  to  nic, — think 
of  that !  and  I  bundled  them  under  my  arm 
as  if  they  had  been  broomsticks.  And  what 
cared  we  then  for  the  fire  of  twenty-two  sail 
of  the  line  which  were  still  firing  at  us  ? — 
what  cared  we  for  the  whole  world  ? 

Admiral  Jervis,  whilst  we  were  boarding, 
placed  his  ship,  the  Victory  (Lord  !  how  my 
heart  stops  whenever  I  mention  that  ship  !) 
in  the  lee-quarter  of  the  rearmost  ship  of  the 
enemy,  the  Salvador  del  Mundo,  and  poured 
in  such  a  broadside,  that  tlie  Spaniard,  see- 
ing the  Darfleur  coming  up  to  pay  him 
cqu.i.l  attention,  struck  his  colours  and  was 
captured.  Our  other  ships  in  the  van  con- 
tinued to  press  the  Santissima  Trinidada 
and  iter  supporters,  which  formed  the  rear 
of  the  enemy  ;  but  the  ships  which  we  had 
separated  from  their  fleet  in  the  morning 
having  got  togetlier,  bore  up,  and  seemed 
inclined  to  renew  the  action.  Sir  John  Jer- 
vis made  the  signal  to  heave-to,  and  then 
formed  a  strong  line  to  protect  the  prizes 
and  the  disabled  ship.?.  The  enemy,  as  they 
approached,  fired  a  few  broadsides,  and 
then  left  us  to  walk  off  unmolested  with  the 
captured. 

Thus  ended  that  famous  action,  in  which 
we  upheld  the  daring  character  of  British 
seamen.  It  was  an  action  well  calculated 
to  give  to  Spain  a  lesson  not  easily  for- 
gotten, of  her  total  inability  to  meet  the 
iLiigli^h  on  the  higli  seas  ;  for  it  is  said  that 
out  of  a  council  of  war  held  by  the  Spanish 
tidmiral  as  to  renewing  the  action  (for  he 
cotild  then,  had  they  been  equal  to  us  in 
bravery  and  skill,  have  changed  the  fate  of 
the  tiay),  only  two  oflicei.s  n.-iinely,  tlie 
captains  of  ti;e  I'eLiyo  and  the  Principe 
Conquistiidor — voietl  ibr  a  continuance  of 
the  i)atile.  Sir  jo'.ui  Jer\is  shook  my  gal- 
lant cantiin  1)\'  the  hand  on  the  quarter- 
ileck  ;  and  although  he  never  mentioned 
hi'ii  in  tiieuL'sp-itrli.  yet  in  his  private  letter'. 
ill-  was  not  backward  in  his  jiraise. 


'  ll.M'TI'.R  IX. 

llil,    AirA<:!.    U.N    TLN'K.'CTI'Kl-;. 

'   I  !.i;    ;ici!'.a    was    ilrcadful  ;    e:;c!i    .shiji    :i    riieiu 
\\  rcf  i-.  : 
S,ii;!i  -1  u;"lui;r  fjw  .sailor';  li-.ve  seen  ; 
I'v. ')  hun-l'.^jil   brav.;   fcllou  s  lay  .itrcv.-'r.  on   the 

CiM-I..' 

i'.  .ii'  i!  o;Uh  of  April,  170^,  Nelson,  now 
M;-  liii.'.itio  Nel.-on,  w.a^  nutle  an  admiral. 
.a:.:i  :-iK>n!y  arifrv,.irds  i-'iiftc  1  hi'^  flag  from 
tiir  (':•;: -in  t(j  tin;  'J'iu'U-ii,:  ruid  I  went 
villi  him.      IJeh'.id  off-.-ved.  to  promote  me 


;  I.   ■  :     ■•    lP    I 
■ih'T.  r.mi    !!i 
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Your  heroes  liave  tilt;  best  lic.ir'o  !  n 
gratitude  could  have  repaid  Sykes,  Nelson 
had  done  it  ;  he  would  have  made  him  a 
lieutenant  ;  but  the  wound  rendered  him 
for  ever  unfit  to  benent  by  the  power  and 
disposition  of  his  admiral.  He  died  soon 
after,  but  was  always  a  little  queei-  here  in 
the  head,  and  no  wonder,  for  tlie  blow 
would  have  split  the  skull  of  a  negro,  or  a 
cocoa-nut ;  and  Sykes  was  beyond  tlte  help 
of  the  noble  hero  he  had  saved. 

Tliis  was  no  brush  ;  it's  very  I'ai'ely  thnt 
men  are  opposed  hand  to  hand,  and  sword 
to  bword  ;  and  you  may  guess  huu- 
fierce  was  the  fight,  vrhen  the  Spaniards 
resisted  until  not  a  man  remained  nntouci'.rd 
amongst  them  ;  and  1  can  only  tui'^n  t'r.is 
story  in  the  words  of  .Admiral  J':r\'is,  then 
Earl  St.  Vincent  ;— '  Rear-.Adrairal  Nelsor,  s 
actions  speak  for  themsel'.es — any  praise  of 
mine  would  fall  very  farsliortof  his  merits.' 
We  made  two  more  attacks  afterwai'di  ;  Ijut 
the  Spa nish  admirals,  Mazaredo and  Cira\iiia, 
warped  their  fleet  out  of  the  range  of  shells  ; 
and  it's  no  use  fiigliteuing  old  wonien  in 
nurseries.  Up  to  tiiis  time  Xelson  seemed 
to  have  been  protected  eith'-r  by  some 
angel,  or  John  .'^ykes  ;  in  :;il  tlie  actioirs  in 
which  he  had  fought  he  had  never  been 
shot  ;  his  eye  was  done  by  tlie  sand,  and  not 
Ijy  the  iron  :  but  we  can't  all  be  invulnerable. 

Lord  St.  Vincent  now  d'ji])atciied  us  on 
the  15th  July,  the  same  year,  in  <jri:ir  to 
attjck  Santa  Cruz  in  the  Island  o*' let!'  rl;'ie. 
We  had  with  us  frar  saii-of-thj  line,  tluee 
frigate-.,  and  the  I-'ox  cutter  ;  and  on  tiie 
25th,  at  hah-jMst  five  o  clock  in  t'ne  evening, 
the  squadron  anciiored  in  the  ■.ja;!,-.  It  is 
an  odd-looking  jjl.iee,  that  'J'en.-i-iili'  ;  ;i:'.d 
you  have  all  luard  of  the  I'eak,  1  s;',i)pi)>e, 
v.liicii  som.;  jjeople  have  seen  a  inindrji.l 
a''d  sixty-one  mile-->  off 

I'he  landing-place  is  a  small  mole,  and 
e\-,'n  when  tlie  wind  i.-)  ligiUe-.t,  the  ;iiif  ii 
high  and  the  ap|>roach  dangei"Oils  ;  ijut 
when  tiie  li'adeWini_N  have  ijjen  hirong,  it  i.i 
almo:5t  imp;j-^;',jl'-  Id  land  v.'ilh'.ut  some 
caution  and  .lomc  good  nian.-igcin.'at.  Kat 
wlien  the  uind  eoei^'S  .stroni;i\-  iriin  tiie 
valleys,   the  sca  i.--  (pii    I  and  inoie  .-ec  ire. 

\V  !■■     had    no     -u:.,!;!'!-    w:i'i     u   ,     fo,-   vi'e 
eounled  that  V\r  .■.■•aiirn  .led  ni. 
be  ..ulliei'iit.         1  li.;.-   -.'..t-.  .1   r. 
of  coll|-se  :    X^  lion    did    '..Ddiin; 
plan  ;  and  iii--;-  iiUoiiti^  >ii  ni  'W  v.m 
the  nortli-o:!Sl  .-i  ii:  ol    the   b.i\-, 
fort   and   iIil-  tuun,  tak'-  \\\v   fo 
reeommcaid  the  tov.ii  lo   .11 
to  ihc  strong  winds   ;uid  1 
attempt  tailed  ;  for  we  in 
placi:  until  davlight,  and  li 
])rudent  to  leuiin.      1  -,av  v.e,  iil.i'  t 
pa])er    writer:.    i)''e;iii-.e    we    wi-re 
cerned  in  ihelm-i.    ■   -.  ,.!;':  jugh  1: 
admiral  nor  my.-. lil  Wi-:.-  ot   'hat  p,. 
'r'fubridgc  comm,ind*..l,  and  he  W'..' 


.uld 


fort,  ;;nd   tlie; 
■iidi  r.      (Jiwiiu 


■11  w,-  iiion'..'nt  It 


doiie  il  as  well  as  any  man  if  fortune  had 
favoured  him.  There  is  more  in  fortune 
than  in  valour.  Every  man  has  a  certain 
portion  of  courage,  and  in  action  no  man 
his  time  to  be  a  coward  ;  besides,  the 
hatches  are  fastened  down,  and  there  is  no 
retreat. 

Having  failed  in  the  first  attack,  was  no 
reason  why  we  should  fail  in  the  second.  It 
was  on  the  24th  July,  at  six  in  the  eveniiig, 
that  the  signal  was  made  to  jsrepare.  The 
admiral  this  time  commanded  in  person. 
One  thousand  seam.-n  and  marines  were  to 
be  iandiid  from  the  diiferent  ships  under  the 
command  of  'I'rouhridge,  Hooa,  Thompson, 
?\iiller,  and  NV'ailer  :  and  at  eleven  o'clock 
tlie  boats  left  the  ships  in  six  di\isions,  a.nd 
proceeded  to  the  attack,  Nelson  had  that 
niglu  met  his  captains  at  sujjper  on  board 
the  Sci/ijrse,  Captain  Freemantle's  ship, 
a,-.d  Ins  wife  was  on  board  ;  and  when  the 
men.  one  hundred  and  eighty,  had  b  en 
placefl  on  fio.ii'd  the  Fox  cutter,  and  the 
re.-5t  distributed  in  the  different  boats,  the 
captains  took  their  different  situations  ; 
i'Veemantle  and  Bowen  remaining  with 
Nelson,  who  afi  :rward^  took  tiie  lead,  and 
ga.ve  direction.-3  as  to  the  attack.  1  heard 
Nelson  -  i\  ;  'This  plan  is  so  simple,  it 
c:i.iinot  l;e  inL-^u^ider^tood.  I  have  directed 
tliem  to  land  at  the  mole,  or  anywhere — for 
their  way  cuts  the  great  square — and  then 
act  as  circumstances  require.' 

It  was  about  haif-past  one  A.M.,  when  we 
were  all  close  to  the  mole,  that  the  .Spaniards 
discovered  us  ;  they  rang  th(;ir  precious 
;ilarm-bell,  and  lights  and  lires  were  blazing 
in  ;i  mo!n.:nt.  '  Cast  off  the  tow-ropes  in 
tlie  ! oat^!'  ^.AA  .Nelsi/ii.  '  .Now,  mv  ftd.--  ! 
three  good  cl^vr--,  anti  hurr.ih  for  the  h;">t 
on  sivjie  !'  We  made  .-ome  noise,  as  yon 
iiia\'  .-,anpo::e,  but  tliev  miide  more;  for 
tlii-v  f)p(  :ied  a  lire  from  ab;)Ut  forty  pieces 
of  e.innoii,  from  ail  oirectJf)ns  ;  and  as  for 
till-  ijni.-i<  a;") ,  it  \\'as  as  regular  as  tlie  roll 
of  ,1  i!'"uniaiei-. 

'(ii\c  wav  in  the  lioats  !'  .shouted  tl'.e 
Ir'i'o,  as  wv  dart.'d  by  thi-m  in  order  to  be 
li,:t  on  shore.  Tin.'  gallant  f  ■!l)ws  heeded 
■  not  tlie  mu^ket-l-)al!s,  the  round,  grape,  or 
e.o  i.-t'T,  an_\'  more  than  tlie  ladies  mind 
s\'.  iii.i  -ats  during  the  c;irni\al  at  Naples. 
'I'r.ll  ;r,',\!v.  ioi  ward  !— Well  done,  abaft  I' 
w.i-  till,-  er_\  ill  eaeli  boat  ;  and  one  wouIlI 
I'd  it  WM3  el  race  who  should  be 
gro;',-tuli,    riillier    tiian    in    :,n 

link  lis  pitch,  and  we  could  not 

■  h'ad  irom  any  other  |>lace.  the 
)  eimtinued.  and  from  all  cjuar- 

.Most  of  the  b'.);ils  mis.-^f'd  the 

■  ■,  ,11,1 !  were  enrrii  d  1  'ii  shon-  by 
:.   :.love  lil-'in  nh,  .M  •!    I'-ft    ihe 

;  ;i;iv  retro. it. 

i-.d  iiitlii.-  rii^ht  ])I.ic"— and  whm 

1;./     hi     Hi  ;    !ifi-  >        i":  ■eniintf- 


h.ivi 

sui)p 

tir.,1 

at    t! 
iital 

It 

w.is  n 

tell 

he  m( 

tirin 

.;  w.is 

•II  lliori'  ii  j.as  u--:  ■  'A 
.a.-h   <l-i.-i,  !0    \. 
I';'  ■  I'"-  <.■•'•■<■■'.'. 
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returned   them   to  his    brother,    the    com- 
missioner. 

No  sooner  had  Nelson  been  examined  by 
the  surgeon,  than  immediate  amputation 
was  recommended.  I  undressed  him  myself, 
and  laid  him  down  on  the  cabin  table, 
making  him  as  comfortable  as  possible;  but 
the  wound  was  one  which  must  have  been 
dreadfully  painful,  for  the  bone  was  shat- 
tered to  pieces,  and  I  never  remember  to 
have  seen  such  a  fracture  before. 

'I'm  ready,'  said  Nelson,  'so,  doctor, 
despatch.  You  know  your  business  too  well 
for  me  to  fear,  or  you  to  cause  useless  pnin.' 

I  thought  I  should  have  drojjped  when  I 
saw  the  first  cut.  I  watclied  my  admiral's 
face,  for  I  had  mixed  some  wine  and  water 
in  case  he  should  require  it  ;  and  I  knew 
how  grateful  is  the  least  drop  when  a 
wounded  man  calls  aloud  for  drink.  I  have 
seen  men  at  the  gangway  who  took  no  im- 
mediate heed  of  the  boatsv.'ain's  mate's  cat 
as  it  whizzed  through  the  air  and  fell  witli 
cutting  violence  on  the  bare  back  ;  1  have 
seen  men  receive  dozens  without  expressing 
the  slightest  murmur :  but  when  they  aslc 
for  water,  if  it  is  not  brought,  1  have  heard 
how  pettishly  they  continue  the  demand  ; — 
and  that's  the  reason  I  ;thvays  keep  my 
throat  moist,  for  I  do  not  wait  to  alknv  my 
curiosity  to  get  the  better  of  my  comfort. 

Nelson's  face  never  moved,  liis  lips,  it 
is  true,  were  closely  pressed  together;  but 
that,  I  have  been  told,  is  a  strong  sign  of 
dctenjiinaiioii.  His  ciieeks  were  jjale  from 
the  loss  of  blood  ;  and  he  appeared  fairit 
from  the  exertion  of  rc-scuing  some  of  tl:e 
men  v. horn  he  saved  from  tlie  ju)x.  Oli, 
how  1  felt  when  I  saw  tile  long  knife,  brigiit 
as  the  binnacle  lam]i,  dazzling  all  :;n)Ui;(l  ! 
Nelson  looked  at  it  ;  and  in  a  inonu  i;t  it 
was  down  to  thel)one\  right  round  ai'd  r(jii;id 
the  arm.  He  d'd  not  ilincli  from  this  ;  Irat 
just  before,  v.iieii  l!;e  surgeon  drew  i!:e 
.-.kin  back,  he  looked  Up.  Tlien  eanu-  tee 
saw;  and  I'm  blessed  if  the  carp;'r:t. '■, 
sawing  off  the-  heel  of  a  studding-sail  Ikj.mh, 
could  have  Set  to  work  with  more  cooln''-s 
than  the  doctor.  OifiVII  the  limb— NcImi-s 
good  I'ight  arni--OHe  lli:it  in  tlu'  altaeu,  a  L 
a  month  pn-vion.,,  with  tin-  Sjimi  a  ::u;i- 
boats,  had  (ii/lelldi-d  its  <aviiii-,  and  :-a',;d 
his  life,  as  \sell  |)erlia|)S  as  Joiir.  SnIu.-'  :  iai'. 

Ill  taking  up  the  arterie.-,,  the  sur  -ceii,  i:i 
his  haste  took  Ui)  a  ivrvr,  and  I)o;i:a!  ,;  ■ 
two  together  v.ilii  a  jMeee  oi  ■-il,-;  i:a  ';ei; 
and  this  cur. ed  lla-  (le\a'.-i  uwa  i'iilureier 
iTuailhs  after,  wlaeli  ;il  liu'  taue  did  uel 
inereasi-  the  sullei  in;;-. 

No  soiaier  was  the  lliiib  dr.  e-ed — tl,e 
knives  removed  -  tlie  assi- taiil-sia:_;e(  .;i  de- 
spatched to  lo<jlc  .-Lfter  otliei.-,  ilian  np  ;;ets 
the  adinii'a!  ;  anrl  '  i  '.race,'  sa\-  sin.,  •  eet  -ome 
paper  and  write  ilcwn  l!ie  de-]ia'eh  a-  I  tell 
von.'  .'\nd  it's  as  lie.e  ,i,  liie  (.n-pel  :  l,f^ 
luld   me   ever}'    wold,    and   lie-ld    tile  |);'i)ir. 


and  read  it' himself,  to  see  that  it  was  ail 
correct,  although  it  was  eleven  o'clock  at 
night  before  it  was  finished. 

That  accident  of  the  nerve  kept  uij  a  enii- 
tinual  pain  ;  and  in  those  days  the  .surgeons, 
according  to  the  French  practice,  used  silk 
instead  of  waxed  thread. 

Nelson  became  so  ill  after  this,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  active  service,  and  he 
retired  on  his  arrival  in  lingland  to  lodgings 
in  Bond-street ;  I  being  his  servant  on  shore, 
as  1  had  served  him  on  board.  Upon  his 
recovery,  he  went  to  court  ;  and  I  shall  not 
forget  his  answer  to  the  king  when  he  was 
presented,  for  I  heard  him  relate  the  anee- 
clote  myself. 

'  You  liave  lost  your  right  arm,'  observed 
the  king. 

'  Ijut  not  my  right  hand'  replied  .Sir 
Horatio,  '  as  I  have  the  honour  of  present- 
ing Captain  Berry.  And  besides,  may  it 
])lease  your  majesty,  1  can  never  think  tJiat 
a  loss  which  the  performance  of  my  dut  / 
lias  occasioned;  and  so  long  as  I  have  a 
foot  to  stand  on,  I  will  combat  for  nry  king 
and  my  country  !' 

'I'liey  now  gave  him  a  pension  of  ;^i,ooo 
a  year  ;  and  1  copied  out  the  memorial 
\siiieh  it  was  necessary  or  customary  to 
])resent.      It  is  here  :  — 

'  To  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  &e. 
'That,  during  the  present  war,  )-our 
memorialist  has  been  in  four  actions  with 
fli'ets  ol  tlie  eneniv,  viz.  on  the  13th  and 
34th  ilarch,  1795,  on  tlit;  13th  July,  179,5. 
and  on  thi;  i.j.lh  February,  1797  ;  in  three 
actions  v.ith  frigates  ;  in  six  engagements 
against  batteries  ;  in  ten  a.ctions  in  boats 
employed  cutting  out  of  harbours,  in 
destroying  ves.-e!s,  and  in  taking  three 
towns.  \'onr  iiKai'orialist  lias  also  served 
on  shoi-e  f<jin'  nuinths,  and  commanded  tlie 
batteries  at  the  siege's  of  ('alvi  and  F'astia. 
That,  du;-ia;r  tii<-  \.a'-,  lie  h, is  assisted  althe 
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nieiny  upward  of  one  luindred 
•ntv  limes  ;   in  wliicli  vour  memorial- 

o  t  Ills  right  eve  and  right  arm,  and 
■verelv  wounded  aaid  Ijiuisecl  in   liis 

-Ml  111"  which  services  anrl  wounds 
e!ia;rialist  nio.-t  luiinlily  submit;  to 
li    .tv's  mo.-  t  ;esiei(ais  cunsidera.tioa.' 

\>,,is  nsehil  to  \\\c  ;  for  wiien  1  came 
v  lor  (ii-eenv\ieli,  1  copied  Nelson's 
•  d  v\()rd  ieir  v\()rd,  addin;:  t(>  it  tlie 
ul  the  'Trafalgar  ;  and  1  got  my 
hat  and  breeches,  witli  llie  allov,- 
a.iid  line  small  pension.  It  is  a 
t  lliiiia;  to  work  Iie.-idwork  and  to 
andvwak,  as  the  black  filows  say  ; 
one  cA-.-iTuMrd  Jien  l!ra.c.j  .erumble 
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ever  anything  wrtS  to  be  done  1  was  in  the 
way  to  do  it.  Well,  one  niglit,  just  as  we 
were  about  Brighton,  I  think,  and  the 
skipper  was  getting  a  cloth  or  two  in  the 
wind,  he  says  to  me,  '  Fearnay,'  says  he 
(you  see  I  shipped  a  purser's  name),  '  don't 
you  think  an  active  fellow  like  you  might 
make  money  enough  to  get  a  vessel  of  your 
own,  and  be  independent,  instead  of  brush- 
ing about  after  other  people  ?' 

'  I  beg  your  pardon,'  said  I,  '  Mr.  Skip- 
per ;  but  I  don't  brush  about  after  other 
people  :  I  belongs  to  Admiral  Nelson.' 

'  Well,'  said  the  skipper,  '  he  is  a  cr^at 
man,  no  doubt ;  but  he  will  never  make  an  in- 
dependent man  of  you.  And  only  think  what 
it  is  to  be  independent—to  clap  your  Isands 
in  your  pocket  and  find  plenty  of  money,  .md 
to  know  where  to  get  more  !  Why,  accord- 
ing to  your  account,  you  liave  been  at  .■iea 
ever  since  1770,  and  now  we  are  in  1797, 
making  twenty-seven  years,  and  you  liive 
not  got  enough  nmney,  I'll  be  bound.,  to 
jingle  on  a  tomb.stone.' 

'  That's  wrong,'  said  I,  as  I  nnstov.-ed  my 
masrazine:  'here's  five-and-twcnty  pounds; 
and  I  have  more  due  fr.r  nriz  '-monev. ' 

'  Well,  what's  that  ?  Yon  know  von  make 
it  like  horses,  and  spend  it  like  asses  ;  and 
then  you  are  obliged  to  slave  for  more. 
B-sides,  what  cm  he  v.orse  than  b'^i'ig  at 
the  mercy  of  aiiv  cipiicnns  cliaraci'n'  :  to 
be  seized  up  to  I'le  gritavi:— to  lip  ll''e,e,'ed 
lil-.f"  a  bo\- — to  be  place.l  in  a  black  i:--'  —to 
work,  an  1  to  unl^  ViOrs-'  than  :i'i\'  'i  -jro 
in  the  West  Indie-?  .And,  aftei  all,  v.ii-it 
do  you  gain? — !w;iitv  five  pounds!  >'iw, 
you  are  just  the  lad  I  want ;  \oi-,  n;>-  rjai'-k, 
brave,  intelligent,  a  seaman  and  a  s-.ii'or  : 
you  might  do  for  a  lonl-clnnC'-I'Dr.  lor 
you  can  speak  Sr'anish  after  a  fa-'ii'.n. 
and  can  v\rite  a  good  hand.  If  vi  u  v.:'! 
si;r\c  ir.e  I'll  s(n-ve  von  ;  =0  li>t'=;  Iv.i' 
.;,  and  we'ii  see  if  we  v:m\  ;n  ike 
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afraid  of  him  thati  of  a  pri'ss-gang  ;  and 
whenever  he  was  displeased,  he  used  to  say, 
•  I'll  ship  you  on  board  a  man-of-war  ;  and 
then  you  will  know  what  slavery  is,  under 
the  glorious  name  of  "  British  Sailor," 
"  Lords  of  the  Ocean,"  and  "  Btilwarks  of 
England,"  and  so  on.'  Well,  I  looked  at 
him.  and  I  thought  I  had  some  recollection 
of  his  features  :  but  although  I  looked  and 
looked  again,  and  turned  over  the  log-book 
of  my  memory,  yet  I  could  not  recall  to 
my  mind  that  I  had  actudly  ever  seen 
him  before  ;  and  yet  1  was  quite  convinced 
t';al  his  features  and  his  manner  were  v.ell 
known  to  me. 

When'  people  are  only  half-drunk,  they 
are  either  excessively  knowing  or  con- 
foundedly quarrelsome.  Now  I  was  never 
the  latter ;  because  I  had  had  ciuarrelling 
enough  with  the  Spaniards  to  last  me  until 
the  admiral  recovered  his  health  ;  and  as  to 
;h«  former,  why  I  must  say,  that  I  was  just 
in  that  humour  to  have  bet  I  could  have 
counted  the  number  of  patches  on  the  skip- 
nei's  coutiterpane  without  a  mistake  ;  and, 
tlierefore.  giving  a  V(av  knowing  wink  with 
m>'  right  eye,  I  reniark''d  that  I  hoped  it 
was  not  personal,  but  that  I  once  did  re- 
meniiiiT  haxang  s»''n  a  man  nearly  as  ugly 
as  hi'i.seir  in  the  Wi'st  Iiuiies. 

'Wiiere,  and  'Aiieii?'  sa.id  he. 

'  I  iliink.'  sail!  1 — and  you  know  how  we 
sai'ors  reaienih-a-  dales  — '1  thmk  in  the 
l>  ■  !  t-y.  in  1779.  in   |amaica.' 

\\i-  looki'dai  ine — ri'_;ht  ttirough  me  ;  and 
iii-  e\'-s,  a-  itlier  blue  nor  black,  seemed  on 
ti  e  ;  ileal  rliey  became  rather  dead,  as  he 
-e  anetl  to  retrace  in  his  memory  scenes  long 
.--iiK>>  a.lmfi^l  i'orgoti'  n.  Then  followed  one 
of  t'ao^e  .^ligiit  tv\in  ;es  winch  crawl  over  tiie 
eonnteaiance  wh'ai  a  man  tells  a  falsehood  ; 
it  is  a  kind  of  .icknowlcdgmiait  from  the 
li  'art  tint  it  goc;  a;iaan-t  the  iialiival  pulsa- 
tion. !  s'  rai  fiiaid  that  t  was  oai  the  WTong 
:  ick.  "o'-  i';is  irfow  c^iuld  lia\"  lOonnd^'d  me 
to  a.  ji'ily  :  -io.  by  'die  wav  of  inakaig  it  up, 
siai  I,  '\\'iiy,  I'ou  !  coine  to  think  of  it 
:a'- lia,  \-)n  ar-:  not  like  that  fell:  .w  Tackle, 
:';:(0)  ;h  \mh  liave  jiijt  his  surlv  look  and 
i-i-  f- rv  .)•■■.■ 

'('•laie.   Ma-lev  Fearnav,  no  more  of  this 

0  a--.)n,il'M,-,  if  voii  [ilrise.  ^\'ho  ihi-^  frllovv 
was  y<ai  ai'-  kind  'aiou-.di  to  tiank  resembling 
la''.   1  >a-tl.e-  know  nor  care.' 

'  lb-  wa-  th'-  mo^t  cnrseLl  villain  imhung  ' 
!  iia-nuons!. 

'M.'vi.i'.'  cor.tinued  the  captain;  'but 
thrrr  i -,  laanv  a  ;)]inu;  min  i -'er  and  dej-gy- 
ni  in  <Aho  I'-i'  101  pnnishn:  ai  this  world  , 
•■^o  1(M>  I- \  ari ill-  :i jfuie,  and  !  to  an  honest 
in'  a.      X'^'iii  \  on  join  my  er.iit  .•'' 

'  \'  I   li  (,'>ii!:-'d   to   you,  ^ir,'  -aid   I,  'but 

1  '.111  o;;  i  l.cUaig  to  liie  Rouii  XaA\.  ,ind 
I'm  ii'iaiil  o;  tlie  •service;  I  ,i]a-  it  belter 
lliai:  i.oiun'.:  r.ierrhandi -i-  if(aii  Lijiidon  to 
1  'i\  iiioiilh.  and  Iva.U  a';  tin. 


4S 


BEN  BRACE. 


straightforward.— You  a<;k  me  to  become  a 
smuggler  ;  I  will  not.  You  tell  me  that  1 
shall  sink  by  myself,  or  swim  wiih  you  :  that 
is  optional  only  with  you  ;  and  in  this  world 
and  the  next  you  will  answer  for  it.  But  I 
cannot  see  the  necessity  of  your  adding 
another  murder  to  your  numbers.  You  have 
decoyed  me  here  ;  you  have  endeavoured  to 
wean,  me  from  the  service  1  most  like— and 
you  seem  ready  to  murder  me  because  1  re- 
fuse your  offer.  Stop,  sir,  and  hear  me  out. 
I  see  the  determination  already  taken  in 
your  mind,  but  I'm  not  tlic  man  to  look  on 
with  a  white  face.  No  ;  I  have  faced  Deatii 
too  often  to  be  afraid  of  him  :  but  I'm  not 
fond  of  paying  him  a  visit  before  my  time. 
I  will  not  join  you,  I  repeat:  but  by  all 
that  is  in  h.eaven  or  hell,  I  swear  that  I 
never  will  be  a  witricss  against  you  !  I  now 
leave  it  to  you  to  trust  me,  or  to  consult 
your  better  safety  by  my  death.' 

'Safety  !'  said  h.e.  'What  is  my  danger.^ 
You  could  be  no  witness  against  me.  What 
have  you  seen  as  yet?  Go  look  in  the 
hold,  and  ."^ee  if  there  is  a  tub  of  licjuor,  or 
a  pound  of  tobacco.  I  tell  you  I  don't  care 
for  your  death  a  straw  ;  and  when  I  f,i,\  I'll 
turn  a  black  face  on  the  world.  Your  own 
folly  would  be  my  best  argument  to  get  rid 
of  you.  There  is  but  one  man  alive — ay, 
perhaps  he  is  not  alive — that  can  hold  up 
his  hand  against  me  ;  and  that  is  that  old 
fisherman,  Brace. — Vihat  !  do  you  know 
him,  that  you  start  so  ?' 

'  I  have  heard  of  hini,'  I  answered  coolly. 
'  He  had  a  son  ?' 

'A  fellow  on  v.iiom,'  lie  continued,  '1 
would  give  all  I  am  worth  to  b;;  revenged  : 
not  thnt  he  ever  injured  me  nuieh,  but  be- 
cause his  father  opposed  my  marriage  with 
his  sister.  But  Tackle  was  not  the  boy  to 
be  baulked  by  such  an  old  dotard  :  1  pre- 
vailed over  tlie  girl  and — left  her.  My  plan 
is  not  ripe  yet. — Come,  drink  ;  and  we'll 
talk  of  tin:  business  to-morrow  night  before 
we  make  the  hxklystone. — Why,  what  the 
devil  is  the  matt<T  with  you,  young  man  ? 
are  you  afraid  to  sleep  ?' 

'  I    never   was   afraitl   of   doing    anything 

since  1  was  born,  but ' 

'  I'ut  what  ?'  said  h<-. 

'But — '  (I  uas  going  to  s.i\,  '  lit  in;;  iu 
(lie  company  of  a  n.iKdi-rt  r,  and  (irinking, 
out  of  ilii:  glass  of  liiiu  1  could  li.ivc  mar- 
den-d  ') — '  being  a.  sinnggl<'r. ' 

'  Why,  what  a  boy  vua  are  to  be  fright 
encd  at  a  shadow  !  P.al  let's  talk  of  some- 
thing else.  I'll  t'll  vou  of  )ane  Pirace  - 
that  will  aiau"  \u\\.  .S!:f  \^■,is  .i  pretty  ]>l;n-- 
thing  :  ni_\er  did  a  girl  look  more  anios 
than  Jane  when  she  was  sixtcfii.  .Shi' was 
fir  above  her  situation,  and  1  lo,vrd  lirr  ;- 
yes,  Fearnay,  I  loved  her  !  ]  tlon  t  think  I 
was  ever  blehsed  with  a.  good  iem|)er,  and 
is  was  made  nom;  the  i)etter  for  the  ob- 
stacles thrown  in  my  way  :  but  I  was  above 


my  situation  also  :  I  had  been  educated  at 
a  regular  school  ;  I  could  write,  and  I  had 
read.  It  made  all  my  energies  the  greater 
when  I  saw  Jane,  and  I  resolved  to  marry 
her.  I  never  harboured  an  idea  against  her 
virtue.  I  was  then  the  very  reverse  to  what 
I  am  now  :  it  is  true  I  was  obstinate  ; — but 
who  masters  his  passions  v/hen  in  love? — • 
who  could  be  cool  and  tempernte,  and  yet 
have  Jane  before  his  eyes,  with  all  the 
obstacles  to  his  union  which  were  prepared 
for  me?  Jane  told  me  liow  her  mother 
hated — how  her  father  despised  me,  and  I 
became  more  resolute.  At  last  Jane  even 
wavered — the  girl  who  had  listened  to  me 
with  delight,  and  to  her  parents  with  dis- 
trust. She  met  me  at  Edgecombe,  in  one 
of  the  many  v  alks  which  look  towards  Ply- 
moudi  Sound.  it  was  in  July,  and  the 
evening  was  calm  and  beautiiul  :  we  walked 
until  we  nearly  cimc  to  the  projecting  point 
which  forms  tlie  bridge  leading  into 
Hamo;i/,e.  1  liad  repeated  to  her  over 
and  over  again  my  vows  of  love — I  had 
formed  plans  by  which  \ve  were  to  be, 
comparatively  speaking,  rich  ;  and  she 
turned  her  large  and  beautiful  dark  eyes 
upon  me ;  but  she  never  said  she  would 
consent,  for  she  feared  to  disobey  her 
parents,  and  I  therefore  saw  the  greatest 
barrier  to  my  happiness. 

'  The  sun  had  set,  and  the  cool  evening 
succeeded  the  sultiiness  of  the  day.  The 
Sound  was  unruffied  :  it  was  a  calm — a 
dciid,  still  calm  ;  the  waters  met  against 
the  shore  without  a  murmur,  and  the  s':a 
resembled  one  large  mirror,  in  which  th« 
stars  and  the  bright  full  moon  beheld  them- 
selves. A  kind  of  flush  crossed  my  cheei;  ; 
it  was  the  rising  of  unbridled  pa^jsion.  I 
succeeded  ;  she  was  miiM'.  Iler  ov.n 
safety,  now  her  own  inclination,  was  to 
follow  me — to  marry  me.  But  I  was  not 
nov/  so  eager  for  the  match  :  I  felt  she  was 
in  my  power — to  be  the  slave  of  my  will  ; 
and  I  was  far  from  wishing  to  rivet  the 
shackle  she  would  have  imposed  upon  me. 
During  our  return  home  I  agreed  to  take 
her  away  that  night,  and  I  saw  her  to  the 
door.  J  afterwards  observed  her  sitting 
Willi  her  feet  near  the  tire,  her  head  rest- 
ing in  her  hands,  al)sent  as  to  l:er  mother's 
questions. 

'  \Vli\  ,  what  iio  \  oil  fi;iget  about  for, 
f'eani.i)'  ■  -  take  sonv  morf  hrandv.  \\'Ii\', 
a  woman  lost  and  k'it  is  no  such  stranee 
(went,'  he  said  ns  lie  watclied  me.  '  Wli", 
w^hat  are  you  about  with  that  knife,  hack- 
ing m\-  lable  .-•' 

J  was  thinkin;;  of  cutting  his  throat  ; 
muifler  w;is  busy  .-it  work  within  me;  and 
when  1  heard  the  incarnate  villain  glowing 
with  d'  light  over  the  highly-wrought  de- 
scription, 1  had  nearly  revenged  her,  and 
lost  my  own  life.  J5ut  1  commandi,'d  my- 
self, and  1  knew  mvself      Bhilosopliers  say 
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w.    ri    ,1    I.     :.    .'.Ill    k  •  ■;■    !■        !■•  -i;  -t     !.••     :  ^  ):  i- 
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ilEN  BRACE, 


-aw  that  I  was  beginning  to  be  tired  of  her 
tears,  slie  i;iineavoured  to  become  more 
clieerful.  I  then  thought  that  site  would 
do  as  well  as  another,  and  we  started  off  to 
walk  to  Exeter.  I  made  her  carry  the  bag 
in  which  were  our  traps  ;  and  bt:fore  I  had 
got  three  miles  out  of  Plymouth,  notwith- 
standing she  earnestlv  besought  me  to  marry, 
1  told  her  I  was  determined  not  to  do  so. 
Tims  we  went  on  until  we  got  to  Exeter  : 
when  I  put  her  in  a  small  lodging,  and 
bi'gan  my  own  career  under  Robert  T-ip-es, 
wine  and  biandy  merchant,  who,  I  soon 
iound  out,  was  deeply  engaged  with  his 
brother,  the  attorney,  in  ri;ceiving  ami  sell- 
ing the  smuggled  goods. 

'  We  wt-nt  on  piftty  well  for  about  six 
months.  Then  Tapes  sent  me  to  I  Ititford  to 
transact  some  business.  It  struck  me,  that 
as  I  should  be  there  exactly  three  moaths, 
it  would  be  tiie  best  opportunity  I  could 
ever  get  of  ridding  myself  of  tiie  bagg.-gc 
by  which.  I  was  hampered.  I  knew  tiie 
parish  would  get  me  to  a  certainty  if  she 
remained  at  Exeier ;  so  J  mnstL-ied  up 
money  enough  to  put  her  in  a  cart,  and  we 
got  without  any  ailventures  to  Hertford. 
Here  I  remained  for  two  months  and  some 
days.  My  business  was  then  done,  and  I 
was  to  return  to  Exeter.  I  therefore  bade 
Jane  farewell;  kissed  and  consoled  her; 
and  swore  that  I  would  always  work  for 
licr  and  her  child  :  and  when  slie  v.;;s  a 
little  reassured,  I  left  her,  and  iK:ver  have 
i;een  her  from  thnt  tiiiie  to  tlus— poor  fool  !' 

'  Damnation  !'  said  J,  '  aie  you  a  savage? 
--have  you  no  ffu.'liag? — arc  you  such,  a 
dc\ii?' 

'  There's  the  Eddystone  on  the  ;-;tar';oard 
buw  !'  said  one  of  his  men. 

ile  looked  at  me  searchingly  ;  then  siid, 
'  Ki><  p  her  off  a  couple  of  points,  and  !^,ivc 
us  a  liaii  wiu-n  it  bears  south-west.' 

13y  tluN  time-  I  liad  sw  .liuwed  my  v,-i-;-lh, 
and'  had  rrsolved  to  dis>enil)le  a  litile. 
'  ll:;li  !  li.'h  1'  said  1  ;    '  you  d:d  her  tiieie.' 

■  Vou  any  s:iy  tiiai.  What  has  l.xjcuaie 
(jf  iicr  I  CO  not  kuuw  or  care.  I  rcluracd 
to  E\':ter,  iLi-n  to  '  ■.iv.-^:ind  ;  wa-.  s.  v.:  to 
(ia''i-n-.r)',  .md  \\\'-vv  coiitiniu'd  until  my 
fiif.i-r's  tiaiispoi-iaiiijn  ;  ulun  I  toi'lv  t':e 
.-II  line,  anil  lia\ir  \yi-\\  ,-r.iT.-  .^f,;!  \\\  ■.  ..-.y 
lri;>  but  one  am  iiuw  well  tu  do  i:i  Cr 
world,  and  want  -U'.:h  a  filow  u-  ^l.:l. 
vouiig,  haivly.  and  ir  olule,  to  make  I'ur  r: 
two  trials  lir.it,  and  aftta^sards  tu  tal.e  ll'C 
sia  busiiii'ss,  \'.hi].^i  1  retiri-  lu  ma!;,.;i:  it 
on  shore. 

'It's  a  ]\(i'.  of  danger;  but  that  d,in;;er 
has  its  elvirnw.  A  \',on;:ia  i-  not  Aoilh 
winning  u  lieai  tliere  i,  no  opi;;)-.|'ioi;  •■  u  the 
love — and  a  loriune  is  moie  .:ili:-l  leioiy 
when  it  is  made  i'v  P'  riK,  and  in  diii.iiieo 
of  the  law.  A  .eol-Mi  ki-,,  is  ;dw..\  ihe 
^■.vectest.  Your  i;i'ia!'in  n,  v.lio  iiiii-i'ls 
a.     ejriune  \^hieh  hi ;  l.^tli'-r  iei-  toiled   '■■ 


cannot  feel  the  glow  you  have  felt  when  the 
enemy  has  struck  his  colours,  and  the  prize 
has  been  gained  by  courage  and  hard  work. 
Come,  this  is  no  time  for  long  words  ;  here's 
my  liand  upon  it  :  serve  me  well  this  night 
— be  my  friend' — (1  thought  I  should  have 
dropped  when  I  heard  that  word) — '  be  my 
companion  in  danger,  and  you  shall  not  go 
unrewarded.'  (I  sliook  my  head).  '  Wliat !' 
continued  he,  '  you  refuse?  Consider,  be- 
fore your  word  is  passed  ; — again,  will  you 
join  me  ?' 

'  No  !'  said  I,  '  never  ! — never !' 

'  Tlien  this  night,'  said  Tackle  coolly, 
■  }  ou  shall  see,  if  there  is  a  dust,  how  easy 
it  is  to  grin  through  bars,  and  afterwards  to 
visit  foreign  parts  at  the  King's  expense.' 

'  Tliere's  a  vessel  on  the  larboard  bow, 
sir  !'  said  a  man  weo  had  been  placed  to 
look  oat. 

Tackle  went  forward,  and  I  jumped  into 
the  cabin  in  order  to  get  a  pistol:  but  I 
could  not  open  the  locker  :  so  I  whipped  a 
large  sharp-pointed  carving-knife  inside  my 
shirt  ;  and  I  shivered  when  I  felt  the  cold 
steel  against  my  ov^n  flesh,  and  thought  how 
soon  it  would  penetrate  another's.  I  was 
on  deck  l)efore  Tackle  came  aft  ;  and  I 
mau::ged  to  stow  away  my  only  defence  iu 
such  a  manner  as  to  baflie  his  quick  eye, 
and  to  hinder  its  wounding  mviclf. 


CHAPTER  XT. 

A    MORDEii    AND    A    N.AKKOVV   ESCAl'K, 
■  DiiTe-ront  doaii:-!  at  once  surround  lis  ; 
Hark  '    wli.;:  '.i^.-i:is  thai  Jrcaillul  ery'r' 

Sea  Sari£: 

Tin",  ve~se'  which  we  had  seen  was  a  fish- 
in';  boat,  under  easy  sail,  on  the  larboarii 
tack  :  and  I  shortly  sa,w  two  lights  on  her 
ih \ 'c.  as  if  by  accident,  and  not  shown  as 
anv  si'jnal. 

'  Ti.al's   her!'   said   one   of  the  seamen  ; 

i    .and    otu"  tliree    lig'its    were    held    over    the 

j    !ee(|uarter  ;   then  her  two  wa-re  shown  more 

j    bollix,  and    we  shot   up   alongside   of   her, 

!    and  iiove-to. 

j        '  Iloe.ke'r,  ahoy  !'  s.dd  Tackle. 

!  '  I  low  ai'e  you  in  the  A\jj/<j  f  was  tlic 
re|'.i\'.  — '.\ll  rigiit  from  Caw^ar.d,' continued 

j     Llie  •-  Lran,';er. 

'Any    news     ficnn    the    islands?'     replied 

j  Tnelde  :  ntal  this  hni.died  the  discourse, 
wh:«  li  ei)nsi-tef|  of  so  m.anv  paavate  signals, 
wliieii  no  one  knew  but  the  two  skippeis. 
and  eo'iser]u(.'ntly  a  mistnke  was  impossible. 
The  bo.it  of  the  .'V'//'<-,  1' was  out  in  amoment, 
and  \ery  ^hortiv  :i!tei\v.irds  the  skifijier  of 
Ihe  I'.-i.!;-  r  e;iirie  on  Ixiard.  lie  s1i,,m1,:  his 
v.-(,'iliv  pirtTier  \'v  the  lemd.  and  tl-v  'njth 
v.enl  ill!',  die  eii.m.  Tli''  i'onvr.'-:iuo;i  was 
in  a  low  iKiie  of  voice,  winch  gradually 
erew   Ivuii^r    atid  1    soon   fe.uiu!  tii,-'I    1   wae. 


BEN  BRACE. 


]f  any  blood  was  spilt,  mine  should  have  a 
companion. 

The  night  was  murky  and  misty,  and  a 
small  drizzly  rain'made  it  darker  and  damper. 
The  Nancy  bore  up  for  the  anchorage  ; 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards  we 
did  the  same.  The  boat,  for  so  the  hooker 
might  be  called,  was  e.xactly  the  shape  and 
rig  of  a  Cawsand  fishing-boat,  and  she  might 
have  laid  alongside  of  any  of  ttiem  without 
suspicion  ;  but  she  was  evidently  of  a  better 
build  ;  and  when  she  felt  her  canvas,  she 
walked  along  through  the  water  at  a  great 
rate.  I  stood  on  deck  watching  the  land 
with  great  anxiety ;  and  my  heart  beat 
quickly  when  I  saw  Cawsand  Bay,  and  re- 
marked one  bright  light  in  .a  house  I  could 
not  mistake— it  was  the  attorney's. 

Tl'.e  Nancy  was  at  anchor  close  to  the 
shore.  It  was  dead  low  water,  and  the  sea 
was  harmless,  for  the  projection  of  the  land 
rendered  the  bay  smooth.  Jacob  had  be:.'n 
talking  to  tiis  crew,  and  had  mentioned  the 
plan  to  be  pursued.  One  of  the  anchors,  to 
which  a  strong  hawser  was  bent,  was  cleared, 
and  before  we  touelied,  and  about  a  hundred 
feet  distant  from  the  shore,  was  let  go,  and 
the  hawser  paid  overboard.  As  the  vessel 
advanced,  siie  grounded  easily  in  the  mud, 
and  instant  preparations  were  made  to  land. 
Tiiere  were  one  or  two  men  re.idy  on  shore, 
and  the  keg.s,  slung  in  coupl^js,  were  thrown 
out,  and  conveyed  to  tlie  slioreby  the  crew, 
sonie  of  whom  had  jumped  overboard,  the 
water  not  being  higher  than  their  w'aists. 
Those  on  shore  slung  the  kegs  over  th.eir 
shoulders,  and  ran  along  to  the  bal;ehouse, 
in  which  they  were  to  b^-  depc.siti.'d  ;  ior  it 
afterwards  appeared  that  Susan  had  given 
over  the  business,  and  the  attorney  had  oiilv 
retained  the  premises  as  a  good  s.ow-hole  I 
for  his  contraband  trade.  I 

Jacob  never  landed,  and  the  tiiie  had  l.)'-    j 
S^un  to   iiov.'    before    I    thought   ')f   my  own    i 
uel  are.       1    icept    a    bright    look-out,    and    j 
availiiiLj  my-i-ir  of  a    nionient's    inattention    ! 
of   .\hi-.t',-r  Jacob,  1    wms   uvrr  tlie  bo.vs   l)e- 
lore  hi:  cuuld    get   an)'    oi'  ii:s   eri'W    to  stop 
me.      lie  call. •(!  to  tliJS:- 'in  tlic  mud  to  •-  i^i: 
m<:  ;  but  I 
J  stepped  o 
.and  wlii.a 


the  f 


■lok 


is  tiot  iioiitid  ti)  (inei-H'- 

■r  tlie  waiia  like   ,i   lisi 

Ir-  t    Iiri Mjll  |)tll    hi-  : 


■y  men. 
•rnian  : 


and 


slipped  tiuuu.;h  hi,-,  ri;iL;vr-  belu;  <•  li'-eoiiM 
clutch  UK'.  I  (ilil  not  W.llU  to  tlg'lt  lli:ii 
was  no  pari  of  inv  pl.ui,  bcciuse  1  ^iioi.lii 
have  been  o\ei  111  o  ■■■ri'd  or  driain.iii  ;  iim  I 
warned  to  get  i-\y.\v  (jIV  :  and  I'Oiii  these 
devils  I  did  I'-cajiu,  l)Ut  i;ot  \.  ilaont  a  slight 
lli'V  were  too  i  agrr  lo 
to  elui.-e  iiii'  I'.u-,  and  1 
h  of  their  rompanv. 
y  wcri;  not  in  ciia-e,  J 
raiiiiT  slowly  towards  mv 
.iiu:  it  ua-i  wrll  I  did.  The 
a  :iiv  siiir;  ;  and  a  ma"  \'.  'lo 


exchange'  (>f  bio>vs  , 

get    off  lli'-ni.-,'-lvrs 

had  had  cjaite  iiiou; 

Wlien  1  loi 

Ii:_;aii    lo   w  r, 
laainr's  hoti.-' 


a  till 


has  had  such  an  escape  never  likes  to  throw 
away  the  friend  on  whom  he  principally 
relied.  When  I  turned  the  corner,  I  saw  ;i 
man  listening  at  the  window  ;  and  I  knew 
him  in  a  moment  to  be  Tackle. 

'  Now,'  said  I  to  myself — '  Now,  Ben,  you 
may  bring  him  to  action  without  fear  ;  for 
he  is  blockading  a  port  which  is  a  liostile 
port,  and  in  which  he  has  committed  a 
piracy.'  So  I  walked  up  gently  behind  him, 
put  one  knee  against  his  back,  and  before 
he  could  recover  the  haul  I  gave  his  collar, 
he  was  on  the  ground,  and  none  the  easier 
for  the  heavy  fall.  I  knelt  upon  his  breast, 
and  fixing  my  left  hand  in  his  neckerchief, 
I  gave  it  a  twist  which  would  have  made 
any  man  believe  the  finisher  of  the  law  was 
at  work. 

'  Now,  you  cursed  red-headed  villain  !' 
said  I,  '  yott  are  mine!  Look  at  me,  you 
murder-seeking  smuggler  l^look  at  me  !  I 
am  Benjamin  Brace,  the  brother  of  Jane 
whom  you  deserted.  Now,  d—  n  you  !  I'll 
cut  your  throat  I'  and  I  pulled  out  the 
carving-knife.  He  struggled  fiercely,  and 
his  strength  was  trt-mendous  ;  but  I  tight- 
ened the  nip  about  his  throat,  and  his  face 
was  as  black  as  a  lobster.  '  Lie  still  I'  said 
1,  as  I  found  I  could  master  him.  '  Listen 
to  me.  She  is  there,  close  to  you,  and 
awake,  for  I  heard  her.  Not  if  she  were 
here  kneeling  to  pray  for  you  would  I  for- 
give you,  but  upon  one  condition  ;  and  I'd 
bleed  you  into  ueakness  in  orcier  to  ensure 
that.  Will  you  marry  her?  will  you  make 
an  honest  woman  of  her?  will  you  be  a 
father  to  your  child  ? — or  will  you  now — 
ansv.er,  for  delays  are  dangerous  —  have 
yourthroat cut  with  yourowai  earving-knifo?' 

I  siioke  loud,  lor  I  was  in  a  high  passion, 
aaid  I  only  sl.iekened  my  hokl  in  order  lliat 
Tackle  siiouldnotdieoulriglit  before  he  gave 
an  ansder.  He  li'-sita'ed,  and  I  was  about 
1.)  Imi'-h  him,  wlieu  1  found  my  neck  en- 
circled l)v  ray  sister's  arms. 

'  k'orbear,  forbe;ir,  for  Cjoci's  sake  I  and 
let  nut  your  lather  at  his  l,i;t  gasjj  know 
that  liis  son  was  a  murderer.  1  knew  vour 
voice,  B  ■!),  and  1  knew  his.  Release  him. 
-fur  Heaven's  sa,k(>  do  not  harm  him  !  he 
is     he  is —  mv  hiisljand  !' 

'  Avatist  there,  J.uie,'  said  I;  'he  has 
eld  in.'  tiie  whole  story.  No;  if  he  was 
\.iiir  iai-()aiiil,  1  could  not  kill  him  :  but  as 
Tackle,  till-  ui-hoaest  I'ellowwho  ruined  and 
l.'ft  \oii,--  as  a   iiiaii   wiio   has   eonfess.^d  a 

niui'der,  —  as    a Avaust    there,    Ben  !     1 

paomised  not  to  hold  up  my  Iiand  against 
liiiii  on  ilia!  .-core.  Li- ten,  30U  led-he.ided 
mill  an  !     Will  you  marry  her?' 

■  Sav  ves,  ^ay  yes.  Tackle,  and  I'll  forgive 
\e;:  .dl  tlie  miseries  you  have  mtlieted  on 
111'  -  ai!  tilt.'  shame  you  have  hea])ed  upon 
me  :  -.-,iy  yes,  and  I'll  marry  you  to-morrow 
-  I'll  i)  ■  to  you  a  good  and  ftithful  wife.' 

I  w,is  so  overcome  at  seem';   f;ine,  who 
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slowly  and  cautiously  moved  towards  the 
dead,  a  loud  shriek  paralysed  my  limbs, 
and  I  saw  the  child  striving  to  shut  her 
mother's  eyes  ; — the  cold,  glassy  stare  had 
friglitened  her.  My  father  was  sitting 
upriglit  ; — the  child  shrieked  on  seeing  me, 
and  ran  to  my  father,  covered  with  its 
mother's  blood.  One  spark  of  life  remained 
in  him  to  whom  she  ran  lor  refuge  :  he, 
with  all  his  last  energies,  leapt  from  the 
bed,  and  fell  a  corpse  upon  the  floor  ! 

I  stood  like  a  stone — I  did  not  dare  to 
move,  and  the  child  shrank  dowii  behind 
my  fa'her.  I  roused  myself  with  some 
effort  and  placed  my  father  on  the  bed  :  I 
lifted  Jane  there  also,  and  stretched  thiMii  ' 
both,  then  drew  the  sheet  over  the  faliicr 
and  daughter.  ] 

I  tbe;i   turned  to  the  child,   but   it  was    | 
gone.      1  had  no  heart  to  call   it  from  the    i 
seclusion  it  had  chosen.     Death  is  awi'al  to    j 
men — to  us  who  know  it,  who  are  faiuiliar    | 
with  it,  and   I  did   not  like  to  iVighieii  tiie    | 
child  ;  so  I  began  to  speak  as   if  my  fatb.er 
still  lived,  calling  myself  Jane's  brother,  the 
child's  uncle,    his  son.      1  iieaixl  a  rustling 
behind  the  screen,  and  when    I   had   stirred 
the  dying  embers  of  the    fire,    I   told  little 
Jane  to  come  to  me  ;  and   she  cairie.     The 
sight  of  the  blood  seated  her  and  ftighlcncd 
Iter.     1  kisaed  her  an  J  fondled  her  :   ciiildren 
know  when  they  are  liked  more  iiistiiieii\ely 
than    men,  and    infants   will    run    Kj    tlio-e 
who   really  love   them,  whibt    thi'  vvords   of 
those  wiio  endeavour  to   e.vprc-i';  uiiat   they 
cannot  feel  are  discovered  in  a  second. 

Tile  child  kept  lier  eyes  upon  the  bed, 
and  1  was  not  bold  enough  to  look  upon  it. 
I  knew  that  tin;  removal  (jf  the  sheet  wov.id 
sliow  only  the  dead  ;  I  therefore  coiisol(;d 
t'lc  child,  wlio  shiverefl  witli  cold,  and 
taking  it  into  its  own  sleeping-place,  1  .^e,l 
ijy  her  until  site  fell  asleep.  Oh,  h.'ij.p.y 
innoce-nce  !  \\\\q  could  thus  slumber  wiu'te 
luurder  had  ijeeii  busy  in  the  hand  ol  man, 
and  uhe!!-  Lne  arm  of  death  had  been  e.\- 
tendi-d  to  the  ^-iei^-bed  ! 

I  came  baek  lo  the  front   roemi  and  iivele 
a  li.ree  |i  e  ;   fur  t    .■  e  .i,e,,.  ua^    :>  -.rly  out, 
iiu;  1);  ar.      'I  o   ;;-o  out 
!    tl;<ai-iu   of   lie-  el, lid. 
eleer,  and  ke   ;  riii"    mv 


and  on  I  kiie.s-  I 
was  nni)U-~:b;-, 
1  sat  dn-e  II  m  J. 
eyi'S  ii.X'^l  ueoii  die  li!'-,  I 
cheer  \\\>  mv  hear'  and  leei 
was  ihi'ii  I  b:-e;ime  seie 
peoole  were  clo-e'  to  llie 
voir.'(e<,  anil  1  \'.a.;  at  on 
d:  e.ger  'if  niv  :iii.il  on  ;  ; 
have  been  ceatain  tiial  hi 
and  not  nie,  siiav  she  led  , 
wound  hire..  lie-  pi-te,]  h; 
bis  hand  a-^  he  rrtreet'-fl  ;  : 
I  had  .eeu'r.i.  Aua-e  di,, 
of  .-'eareh,  and  that  ler'  clai 
I  b'-ean  to  tti:  n  in  ta\  inine 
I  >\    I  ''e'aa"    ■-■(  ii:''    e:',!    t 
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lulled  the  child  to  a  sounder  sleep,*  and 
placed  it  in  its  own  bed  ;  I  then  put  a  chair, 
on  which  I  hung  a  blanket,  between  thr 
fire  and  the  window  :  the  blaze  of  the  wood 
liad  expended  itself,  and  tlie  light  was 
barely  sufficient  to  make  darkness  visible. 
I  first  looked  to  the  door  ;  it  was  fast,  and 
required  very  little  more  to  render  it  diffi- 
cult of  being  forced.  I  then  got  up  to  the 
shutter,  and  1  overheard  the  following  con- 
versation, the  first  speaker  being  Jacob  :  no 
one  could  mistake  that  ruffian. 

'  We  must  iiave  hiin  somehow  :  Tackle  is 
dangerously  wounded,  and  the  woman  shot. 
We  must  get  at  him.      Is  he  in  here?' 

'  Ay  ;  I  saw  him  go  in  and  take  the  woman 
V,  itii  I'liia.' 

'  Li.-tcii  !'  continued  Jacob  ;  'do  you  hear 
any  one  stirring  ?' 

'  No  ;  all  is  as  still  as  death.' 

'  Is  old  Rrace  ali\e  yet?'  continued  Jacob. 

'Yes,'  was  replied  by  a  strange  voice: 
'but  he  is  not  likely  to  live  long.' 

'  .\nd  the  child  ?' 

'  It  is  stiil  alive  also.' 

'Then  we  have  three  alive  in  the  house, 
even  if  the  woman  i^  dead.  Wiiat  o'clock 
is  it  ?' 

'  Nearly  hvc  :  it  will  be  daylight  at  si.x  ; 
or,  at  any  rate,  many  of  the  fishermen  will 
be  stirrint;.' 

'  Then  we  must  be  quick,  finish  him,  and 
gel  on  iioard  as  soon  as  possible.  Tackle 
IS  off  in  the  hooker,  and  will  not  wait  be- 
yond clayli  ,ht  ;  then  the  cusioni-house sharks 
may  oviaiiaiil  the  Nancy  from  stem  to  s'ern 
and  be  none  the  wiser.  Did  Tackle  take 
his  pistol  alioar.i  with   him?' 

'  No  ;   he  said  he  had  dropped  it.' 

'  We  mn^t  -earch  for  that  ;  it  would  be 
strong  evid'aice.      Look    round   the  cottage, 


si'e    l!    llier; 


wav  m    Ijesii 


"S     ill' 


W  hen  1  hea 
1  s:u\-  I  was  t; 
|aeob  had  onl 
h  id  niit  more 
lieee  sueh  le 
eaoii!;:!  to  fie 
troiil  w.is    see' 


a  Via)' 
laii.'in 
I    for 


d  this,  1  cleared  lor  action. 
.'  ohi-et,  .and  1  knew  that  if 
■  the  c;e\v  of  til"  Wmcy,  he 
than  three  in  hi ;  leiiig  ;  but 
low  -^  !  bin'  lauiu  _;li  and  ugly 
It  ,1  Xorwav  \)■^^•:.  As  the 
,e,  1  thought  it  was  no  lime 
ik'-  a  frighttaied  chilrl  ;  so  1 
01  a  rurhligtit,  and  bhnding 
■ar  of  d;stiirl>ing  the  child,  J 
yed  ni\  e.isili;  of  defence.  1 
loneji  I'lfhind,  for  the  door 
tier,  wav  was  more  s«'Cure 
A,  1  looked  round  tiie 
on.'  of  die  child's  olavthint;--. 
I  of  eight  or  ten  |i;ece':;  (jt 
i  on  both  sides,  waieii  when 
top  one  over,  th-  r-si  fol- 
)le,  making  a  sliehi  clatter. 
Till,  I  I  ished  on  the  latch  of  the  rjoor;  so 
ih.ii  if  ili"\-  end  raiM'il  that,  the  plaything 
w  onid  li;n'- wTinied  me  of  it.  With  this  u^il 
i  il"  ,  •eiircil.  i  iciunii  li  into  the  tj-ont  ro'-ei, 
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'  I'm  a  constable,  nnd  desire  the  door 
may  be  iminedintely  opened.' 

'  Very  sorry,  sir,  I  can't  obey  youronierp. 
If  you  think  I'm  a  murderer,  you  can  vvatcli 
the  house  imtil  dayhght :  1  can't  (iy  away, 
or  get  through  the  keyhole,  like  Jacob's 
friend's  finger.' 

'  Tiien  wc  must  burst  the  door  open.' 
'  'I'he  poker  is  still  red-liot.' 
Jacob  found  I  was  resolved  not  to  lie 
taken  by  surprise  ;  and,  after  one  or  two 
more  attempts,  lie  and  liis  ruffians  withdrew. 
I  then  got  an  hour's  sleep,  and  when  i 
awoke  it  was  broad  dayliglit.  My  own 
danger  had  interfered  with  tlie  affection  i 
bore  my  father  and  my  sister  :  liie  dead 
were  beyond  human  vengeance,  but  I  was 
not.  Now  came  in  full  array  against  nie  all 
that  the  malice  of  my  enemies  might  invent  ; 
and  yet  I  felt  a  security  from  knowing  ail 
concerning  the  ]ilace  the  smugglers  had 
chosen  for  the  safe  stowage  of  tlieir  contni- 
band  articles.  I  went  towards  the  bed,  but 
]  was  afraid  to  look  at  those  wlio  so  coldly 
occupied  it.  I  dressed  the  child,  and,  as 
well  as  I  could,  I  made  myself  look  decent. 
I  then  opened  the  window-shutter  :  there 
was  only  one  man  in  the  street,  and  he  was 
an  old  beggar.  Tapes's  house  was  not  far 
distant,  and  1  resolved  immediately  to  run 
to  him,  for  I  did  not  know  how  to  act.  lie 
was  the  only  attorney  in  the  place  I  knew 
of ;  for  I  was  ignorant  then  of  the  fact  that 
attorneys,  like  parrots,  always  fly  in  pairs  : 
one  man  can't  quarrel  with  himself,  and  one 
attorney  will  never  get  on  without  another 
of  the  same  class  to  keep  up  the  ball  of  con- 
tention. I  took  the  ciiild  with  me  ;  and  as 
I  went  along  the  street,  I  was  struck  by  tlie 
appearance  of  a  neat  house,  with  a  brass 
knocker,  and  with  a  large  brass  plate, ^  on 
which  was  engraved,  '  Crimp,  Attorney.' 

'  You're  the  man  to  my  mind,' said  I  to 
myself;  and  I  knocked  at  the  door.  I  saw 
tla;    old     beggar    run     away    like    a     hare. 

'  Ilulloa  !'  said  I  ;    '  I  smell  a  rat.' 

It  was  not  eight  o'clock:  Crimp  was  asleep, 
and  his  dirty  maid   had  hardly  unbuttoned 

her   eves,  although   her   tongue    seemed  to 

have  [jeen  prejiaied  for  any  conversation. 
'  Is  your  master  up,   Moiiy  ?    -aid  I. 
'  Molly  yourself,  .Mr.    Saih-r  ,   my  name's 

Martha,'  said  sIk^ 

'  Why.  you're  like  a  Yank..-,'  said  1  ;  '  vrai 

nt?ver  givi'  an  ,ins\'.er.      Is  ^aiiir  mast'T  i,])  .■' 
■  \'e-,    tu  be   nir'-   he   is,    /i^^-staiis  in   i.is 

rojim.' 

'  ( 'ume,   Martha,  niv  prettv    girl,'  said    I, 

•  v.ill  yell  l-'ll  1:111,  i!i;i'J  I  w;ii!t  to  see  him  .,11 

vt  rv    p:inaail,ir   bn  ain'.-;- ."  - -If'l    liiiu    it's  ,i 

murder.' 

'  lA)rtl   havi;   meii-v  upon    u-  !'  said    :he  ; 

'  .ind  the  l)lii-id\  iumih  _\'.u  no','.  !'      .\iid  "-lie 

banged  the  d'-or  in  riiv  hue,  riliinir,;;  ,i\',;iy. 

:-.er<;,iming,  lik'-   ;m    eur.igcd   eockatuu,  tiuit 

hrr  throa.t  was  cut. 


'  I  wish  it  was  !'  said  Oimp,  coming 
downstairs.  '  Wiio  is  this  fellow  ?'  said  he 
as  he  opened  the  door. 

Me  was  dressed  in  a  bed-gown,  witli  a 
white  nightcap,  and  looked  for  all  the  world 
like  an  Italian  butcher. 

'  Sir,'  said  I,  touching  my  hat,  '  I  am 
come  to  you  for  advice  how  to  act.  My 
sister  has  been  murdered,  my  father  is  lying- 
dead  in  the  same  bed  with  her,  and  irien  are 
seeking  my  life.  I  could  not  go  to  Mr. 
Tapes,  for  he  knows  more  about  last  night's 
business  than  he  ought.' 

'Come  in,' said  he.  'Tapes  concerned 
I  for  the  defendant,  1  suppose  ?  Good  case  - 
quarter  sessions  near  at  band — advice,  six- 
and-eightpence.  Let's  hear  all  aboiu  it. 
I'retty  child  that !— old  Brace's  grand- 
daughter.     How  is  he?' 

'  Dead  !'  I  ansv.cred. 

'  Dead  ?'  said  Crimp.  '  Poor  fellov.-  \-- 
har^py  release — lost  his  wife,  honest  woman  ! 
— honest  man !  has  a  son,  far  awav  of 
course.     Why  don't  you  begin,  my  man  ?' 

'  Because  I  didn't  think  it  right  to  inter- 
rupt your  honour.  I  am  old  Brace's  son  : 
I  arrived  last  night.'  J  then  told  him  ever\- 
thing  connected  with  the  business,  from  tlie 
time  of  my  leaving  London,  sinking  that 
part  which  referred  to  the  place  where  the 
cargo  was  placed,  because  I  thought  of 
Sus.in,  and  1  could  not  bring  her  into 
trouble. 

'  Glorious  I'  said  (.'rimp  :  'a  beautiful 
case! — most  dcliglnhil  murder!  Old  Tapes 
concerned  ;  I've  got  him  now  !  Send  for 
the  coroner — settle  him,  and  take  his  busi- 
ness—  1  mean  Tapes  of  course. ' 

In  a  small  place  like  Cawsand  Bay  sucli 
an  event  was  not  likely  to  remain  long  a 
secret,  ivlartha  had  o\erheard  it,  and  be- 
fore Crimii's  boy  could  have  got  to  the  ferry 
to  cross  to  Dock  to  tind  the  coroner,  every 
soul  m  the  to'.vn  knew  all  about  it.  The 
house  was  beset  with  people,  and  loud  and 
g'-neral  were  the  abuses  against  Tackle. 
That  lie  never  hral  intended  to  shoot  J.inc, 
1  knew  ;  but  that  his  intention  was  to  commit 
murder  was  eciually  evident.  Hundreds 
came  to  see  tiie  murdered  daughter,  on 
whom,  when  living,  the  breath  of  scandal 
re  aed,  now  stretelieii  upon  her  last  earthly 
bi'il.  by  the  side  iif  that  good  man  who  had, 
aliliuugli  ])Oor  and  of  humbh;  birth,  led  the 
life  of  iipnghtae'^s  in  this  world.  Now  th'' 
void-  of  envv  wa*-  stilled,  and   the  faults  of 
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tten  in  her  sufferings,  in  the 
1  from  the  hand  of  her 


uitini"  J.acoband  his  jrirty  were 
r,ot  idlr.  J.'eob  himself  ]iroposi:d  to  give 
me  a  h,inds(jin<'  sum  of  money  !o  be  off; 
but  I  lireliii'd,  ag.iin  s.iyiiig  that  in  regard 
to  th'!  smuggling  1  would  never  hold  up  my 
hand  against  him.  Tapes  ridiculed  the 
wliol"  business  ;  lie  declared  it  v.as  -ui  affair 
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j^l'T,  tlio  good';  being  found  on  his  premises, 
ihe  boy's  evidence  being  conclusive  against: 
him.  Crimp  rose  in  estimation  upon  the 
wreck  of  Tapes  ;  and  Susan — poor  clear 
Susan  !--soon  clianged  her  fine  house  for  a 
hovel  near  the  county  gaol. 

By  the  kindness  of  one  or  two  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, who  saw  how  I  took  the  murder  to 
heart,  and  who  felt  interested  about  the 
cliild,  I  was  saved  much  expense  in  the 
decent  funeral  of  my  father  and  sister  ;  and 
as  I  turned  from  the  grave,  I  felt  myself 
alone  in  the  world,  without  friend  or  re- 
btions  :  I  was  the  last  of  our  name,  for 
the  child  had  hardly  a  legal  right  to  it.  1 
dropped  a  tear  as  I  put  the  key  of  the  cot- 
tnge  in  Crimp's  hand  ;  and  leaving"  liim  to 
arrange  matters  in  th;it  respect,  1  left  Caw- 
sand  with  the  child,  and  crossing  to  Dock, 
soon  returned  to  Londonand  to  tiieadmiral. 


CHAPTER  XIJ. 

TIIF.   TEMl'KST. 
'  iSc'irce  the  foul  hurricane  was  c!ear"(l  ; 

Scarce  winds  and  waves  had  ceased  to  rattle  ; 
Wiien  a  bold  enemy  appear'd, 

.And,  dauntless,  we  prepared  for  battle." 

JJna):;^. 
W'lir.N  I  got  to  tow!!,  I  went  of  coui'sc  to 
\\\?  admiral's  :  I  knew  he  would  be  over- 
c'lne  by  the  sight  of  a  pretty  girl  licrcft  of 
I  :n-cnts  and  of  friends.  Your  parsons  some- 
ilr.ies  tell  us  tliat  there  arc  visitations  of 
i'lovidcnce,  and  tliat  a  d^■ath  in  a  fann'ly  is 
'.he  vengeance  of  the  T.ord.  1  don'!  Ijelicve 
a  word  about  it.  We  are  here  to-clav  and 
gone  to-nioiTow  ;  and  if  one  arin.'.  s  like  ihi: 
elcrgymiMi,  it  stands  to  reason  thru  it  viin-t 
i'.:i\'c  been  jircdcstined  that  Jo'ie  wns  to  .i'c 
by  tlie  IvMul  of  Tackle  ;  and  if  it  wa'-  :  o 
;irr::!ic,cr|  -nd  so  ordained,  tlien  Tackle 
ciiiiid  n-it  liri!)  it,  and  In-  is  not  rcsp(.);v,i' ,!:• 
f)r  tlio  d,.,.,!  !  a,k1  iiobodv  \wll  per  indc 
me  of  that. 

1  a-l;ed  ii  th  •  ndmiiMl  v.;:  :  at  \y-,\w,  :■  ■  ■\ 
tii'MUnid  t'Cd  n;c  h,.  v,;,s.  So  '  r:in  u|)  to 
WW  room,  iiiid  oc'tine,  sonic  rr:";li  i-'';ci;!!;' 
over  ni\'  nia-.di'-:id,  and  wcsliin'/  I'lc  child's 
li';urc-l'n-;id,  I  tool;  1,,.|-  ] ,,,-  p,.'.  h;,,,,!  ,,,,,; 
M.dlad  i'ilo  ill:'  io  ,;n.  Xil^oii  v.a-  wrjnia;  : 
but  hcariiii',  tl,-  doMi-  oj^oi;.  h,.  1(, (,',,■, I  ;:'i, 
and  ^■'.\\<\.  •  \h.  Wru-r  !  \"oii  mc  in^;  iv- 
tnrned  in  tinio.  -■  \\  !iv,  v.  In,'-  do  >'  l.K.hip,-- 
at  t'l-  child. 

'  'l'-  ill  ti-.i'  i-  f  ,1  o'  ..\\r  i'.i'ni;\.  von;- 
honour  :  in\  ■,i^|■■r  h:--  1  !■  -n  i.iird-  V.  .'l  ].y 
her  Imd.and.'  — I  did  not  like  to  Inni  in-r 
veputnlion  \Cien  the  i'imvc  cccod  |hi- 
sicimc.  nnd  in  :i  grvd  '■■■iisc  I  vcn'oir-d  <!io 
laot  lie  1  ,■„,;■  u,\,\  t  .,  ti,,.  ndmi?-  d.  -'  \iv 
t.itker  and  iie,  nu  lii  ■:  ;■■'■  d  ad.  cad  I  -i 
here  ;il()nc  m  the  v.orM,  ■,.-,]  ,,viili  ,:,■  y.,  .. 
lionoiir  I  have  no  triend.' 


Nelson  got  up.  The  voice  in  which  T  haa 
sunnned  uci  my  losses  had  found  its  way  to 
his  heart. 

'  Corne  here,  my  little  cherub  '  lie  said. 
'  What's  her  name.^' 

'  Jane,  your  honour,'  said  J. 
'Jane,'  said  he,  '  come  to  me,  and  Fll  be 
a  fathier  and  a  friend  to  you.' 

Nelson  looked  at  the  child  with  the  fond- 
iiess  of  a  good  man  :  he  patted  her  little 
head  and  played  with  her  hair  ;  then  he 
placed  her  on  his  knee,  and  began  coaxing 
her  to  speak.  The  child  grew  fond  of  him 
directly  ;  and  ever  after  that,  until  we 
sailed,  little  ]ane  was  much  noticed  by  the 
admiial  and  Lady  Nelson.  Both  seernecl 
to  like  her;  and  when  we  parted  to  sail 
for  the  Straits  again,  Lady  Nelson  pro- 
mised that  on  our  return  Jane  should  be 
able  to  write,  in  order  to  stand  secretary  for 
her  uncle,  wlto,  she  said,  one  day  might  be 
like  her  husband.  That  was  a  compliment 
1  treasured  up  in  the  store-room  of  my  heart. 
It  v.as  early  in  the  year  1798  that  Nelson 
hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Vaiif^uard ; 
and  there  was  Ben  Brace  a  sort  of  pet 
spaniel  on  board.  I  was  a  kind  of  servant, 
secretary,  and  quartermaster,  and  in  action 
was  stationed  at  the  signals.  We  had  a 
convoy  under  our  charge,  and  sailed  on  the 
gth  of  April  for  Lisbon,  in  order  to  join 
]>ord  St.  'Vincent.  1  remember,  when  we 
parted  from  Lady  Nelson,  that  the  admiral 
uave  Jane  to  her  care  with  words  of  great 
tenda-ncss. 

Well,  we  sailed,  and  joined  the  com- 
mander-in-chief on  the  20th  off  Cadiz.  We 
were  then  sent  of!  Toulon  to  watch  the 
krench  lleet  :  and  we  had  with  us  the 
Or;«!i  wmX  AliXdJider  oiS.  seventy-four  guns 
each,  the  F.Dirrrt  i,' and  'Av/'j/r/zflrc  frigates, 
and  tlie  li:unic  t'il  'Wi!"c  slclop-of-^^■ar. 

The  I'l'dich  had  in  Toulon  thirteen  ships 
of  the  line,  seven  (orty-gun  frigates,  twenl\ - 
lour  smaller  vessels  of  war,  and  about  two 
hundred  transport';  ;  they  were  fitting  out 
Milder  Pvai'ipartc,  who  wa  ,  thin  determine!.! 
to  take  .Malta,  .and  aT'c,  rwards  land  in  Egypt. 
CJiii'  la.rane^s  was  to  watch  the-c  marauders, 
and  to  be  l•ead^  To;'  another  brush  upon  any 
occ'-aon.  Well,  we  had  a  brush  ;  but  it 
was  not  with  the  k'l-eneh — it  was  with  the 
I'ierk  of  the  \\-e:ither. 

We  iiad  'M.t  iniM  iii,^  Culfof  l/ons  ;  and 
a  pi'ee'on-  i''at''  il  is  lor  n  ;ede  of  wind  !  for 
it  '"ein  p,  \w-  :•,.,  iJ  il  ne\ -;■  sto|3pcd  blowing' 
and  loi;  11'.;  Iroiii  lai.-  ye.ir's  end  to  another. 
It  va..i!i  til-'  lodi  M,]\',  and  it  spranr;"  up 
:'!t  ■!■  noMii.  \\  ■•  old  s.aiiors,  who  ha.vc 
bee'i  I  ,di'  ..ar  liv,-s  in  those  seas,  ku'-nv  th.i' 
ifa  lip'  ■■  ;i!iiK"-  tip  .-d'ter  twelve  o'clock  in 
the  fir,.  ..nil  Ir.^-^lu-ns  eradu.dly  as  tiie  sun 
;,n)e^  do-.'.ii.  ill  th"  n;!.;lit  we  slic.ll  c.itcii  it 
pr  ■;:\  \\  o  ily.  ,\t  hr-t  the  i>r>-.e.--e  c.inie 
ir'  a:  l',.-  northward,  ,aiid  tiien  eljoppcd 
louiid  to  tile  north-west.      .Aijout  tliree  1'. .M. 


i;en  brace. 
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toid  by  llic  cOAbWain,  tlic  valet,  the  under- 
secretary, tlie  follower,  the  signal-man  of  Sir 
Horatio' Nelson  :  and  I  flatter  myself— not 
that  1  want  a  certificate  from  any  one— that 
1  signalized  myself. 

No  sooner  had  the  squadron  joined  us, 
than  it  was  '  Hurrah  for  the  first  man  who 
sees  the  French  fleet!'  At  daylight,  we  had 
l;alf  the  officers,  witli  their  glasses  slung  over 
tlieir  shoulders,  scudding  up  to  the  mast- 
heads, and  sweeping  the  horizon  as  we  did 
the  seas.  We  had  no  directions  from  Lord 
-St.  Vincent  what  course  to  steer  :  the  ad- 
miral knew  that  he  had  given  tiie  command 
to  Nelson  ;  and  although  one  or  two  older 
officers  complained  of  this  favour  and  affec- 
tion, yet  St.  Viricent  knew  that  he  had 
placed  the  honour  of  Jingland  in  hands  well 
able  to  maintain  it. 

The  first  news  we  had  was,  that  the  French 
fleet  had  surprised  Malta,  and  that  the  place 
had  surrendered.  The  consul  at  iSIessina  told 
the  admiral,  that  owing  to  the  treachery  of 
the  Grand  Master  and  some  of  the  Knights 
of  Malta,  Bonaparte  had  been  successful. 
These  foolish  knights  contrived,  by  various 
means,  to  ]3revent  any  opposition  being 
made  by  the  garrison  ; — the  batteries  were 
imjirovided  with  anununition  —  the  cart- 
ridges were  filled  with  sand — and  the  shot 
(to  be  sui'e,  without  powder,  shot  ara  not  of 
much  use),  were  too  large  for  the  guns. 
Yet  Bony  pompously  styled  it — '  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  exploits  of  the  French  nation!' 
We  were  a  day  after  the  fair  in  tlsat  quarter 
—the  mischief  was  don.e :  we  there, foie 
^  leered  towards  the  Archipelago;  the  P'rcueh 
fleet  having  left  Gozo  on  the  i6th  of  June, 
.md  it  was  the  20th  when  we  arrived. 

It  was  a  tiine  of  great  excitement.      We 
knew  our  enemy  was  out  of  his  harbour  ; 
we  knew  that   Nelson  would  not  allov/  any 
opportunity  to  escape  ;  and  the  daily  exer- 
eis'ng    of  guns,   tiQur;sh.ing   cutlasses,    and 
twirling  boarding-spikes,  gave  us  clearly  to    1 
understand  that  if  we  did  meet  the  French    | 
fli'et,    an   aciion    w:is  determined   on.      Yi-r. 
Ill    sijite<)f  our  looj^-out    (^(jiwc  aflcl'V,  ;■ :  f 's     ! 
learni  this),  tlie    Fri'n<;li   llii-t,  ;iiiuiunti!i;;  ;.i     1 
•all  to  lu.'irly   4^0  sail,  pns^'-d   n-.  (hn'iii-;  llic    I 
ni.!;!u  01  till-  a^r.fi,  withui  f'Mir  mile-.      '\'\v\    j 
nuisl  liinc  hu'!(!f'(!   li,;:ri':   r  WVr  -li.-.'P  i:,  ,1 
Sfjuali.    or   \vr   slionUl   havi-    Tjijumrd    i.n   w     i 
sliagL'Ier,  ruKl  liad  li.e  acti"::  at  M-r  ii  -i^.iii     I 
of  a:  anehoi.  j 

On      the    -8lh     (.1      Inn-    v.e    iiriiv.d    olf    [ 
A]<;.\andria  :  Irut  lli^-  l-'iciich  \mtc  n<<t  IJ  •  r<  , 
ni-uhrr   ould   we   j;ii    ;'MV    ill f« )rnial m ill    k 
iative    til    lliern.        Tin;    -mvcii 
them,  and  \\,is  ri'iiairin;',   lin'   ' 
•  iiul  gctluii,'   i-v:_\  till''-;    icaciv  t 
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Vv'e  steered  along  the  southern  side  of 
Candia,  carrying  all  sail  night  and  day. 
Nelson  often  said  he  should  have  liked  to 
try  Bonaparte  on  a  wind  :  he  had  beat  us 
at  Vado  Bay,  but  I'm  blessed  if  we  would 
not  have  beat  him  out  at  sea  !  Weil,  night 
followed  the  day,  and  day  followed  the 
night,  as  the  boatswain  used  to  say  ;  but 
there  was  no  French  fleet  that  we  could 
find.  The  ships  required  a  supply  of  water  ; 
and  we  were  obliged  to  put  into  .Syracuse, 
in  Sicily,  in  order  to  get  some  of  that  stuff, 
which  IS  only  good  for  shaving,  on  board. 

We  might  have  been  there  now  if,  it  had 
not  been  for  a  lady.  We  sailed  on  the  25th 
of  July  from  Syracuse,  and  made  the  Gulf 
of  Coron  on  the  28th.  Troubridge  stood 
in  for  intelligence,  and  returned  making  the 
signal  that  the  enemy  had  steered  to  the 
south-east  four  weeks  ago.  Well,  we  before- 
the-mast-men  thought  that  a  month  was  a 
long  time.  I  have  known  a  frigate  come  from 
the  Havannah  in  eighteen  days  ;  and  it  is 
on  record  that  the  admiral  on  theNevvfound- 
land  station  breakfasted  in  his  own  house 
one  Sunday,  and  dined  with  the  admiral  at 
Portsnio\uii  on  the  next.  So  that,  wlien  we 
put  that  and  that  togt-tiu-r,  v.-e  smoked  our 
pipes  in  the  galley,  and  cocked  our  eyes  at 
each  other,  as  much  a.i  to  say,  '  Catcii  a 
weazel  asleep  I  B'.niy  \-<  off  to  Jamaica  be- 
fore this,  and  has  druulv  cocoa-niu  water  at 
Barbadoes,' 

The  admiral  was  as  pleased  as  if  he  had 
fotmd  them  ;  lie  walked  quickly  up  and 
flown  ihe  quarter-deck,  riii)bin,g  his  hand 
against  the  side  of  his  trousers,  his  face 
jumping  about  like  Sykes  when  he  was 
electrified.  We  had  just  given  it  up  for  .a 
bad  job  :  hut  t!ie  admiral  bears  up,  spread- 
ing out  the  studding-sails,  and  making  the 
mate  of  the  v.ateh  heave  the  log  every 
quarter  of  an  liour  to  see  how  much  faster 
we  went.  We  steered  from  Alexandria, 
carrying  on  until  the  masts  groaned,  and 
sailing  clos;;  together,  every  morning  keep- 
ing tlie  Iciok-out  ships  well  di-tant  from  us. 
ri'i;!  ill  dje  1  \caiag  colli  eted  llic  stiuadron 
tM'ciher.  '  If  tlie  Freiieli  are  on  the  seas,' 
saai  N't'bon,  '  I'll  find  them,  or  it  shall  not 
be  fur  r[;:'rin,g  tlie  spars  or  sasing  the  sails." 
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,  .;ui  took  his  iiation  on  the  larboard  side  of 
thf^  Spartiate. 

Well,  it  w.'ib  no  small  nioi'tification  to  be 
lookinij  on  i>o  lonij  ;  but  it  was  now  our 
turn.  Ni-lson,  avsare  of  the  ini]iossibility  of 
the  rear  oi  the  Frenoli  line,  which  were  to 
leeward,  coming  to  the  assistance  of  their 
van,  resolved  to  double  his  force  on  the 
van,  in  order  to  destroy  it  at  once  ;  and  he, 
having  his  own  permission,  set  the  example 
to  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  and  ancliored  on  the 
outside  of  the  enemy's  line,  placing  them  by 
this  manoeuvre  between  two  fires.  The 
Vanguard,  with  half-a-do^en  ensigns  fiving, 
steered  for  the  larboardsMa  of  the  Spai'liuJc, 
anchored  within  half-jiistol  shot,  and  operied 
afire  which  soon  siljnced  that  ship,  although 
we  suffered  terribly,  for  the  raking  ihe  of 
the  Aquilon,  the  next  sliip  in  the  Frencli  line, 
was  hot  and  well  directed  :  but  Captain  Louis, 
in  the  Alinoiaiii-,  anchoring  between  the 
Aqiiili);iA-nA  tlie  Vaif^iianl,  relieved  us,  and 
soon  settled  the  affair  with  her  opponent. 

Tiiere  I  stood,  with  a  sin'-glass  ui'-.dei  luy 
arm,  on  liie  poop  of  tiie  Vanguard,  report- 
ing the  ships  to  the  adminil  as  they  cainr; 
into  action  :  and  it  was  with  no  small  pricie 
that  I  saw  the  Belleropkon,  Captain  Darby, 
run  along  the  line,  and  drop  her  anchor 
close  alongside  the  Orie7it,  of  one  hundred 
and  twfjuty  guns  ;  the  latter  being  the  Hag- 
ship  of  the  French  adiriiral,  Biusvs:  and 
boldly  and  gallantly  was  it  done.  Captain 
Peyton,  in  the  Defence,  followed  close  in 
the  BcllerophoiL  s  wake,  and  taking  his 
station  ahead  of  the  Minotaur,  the  line  re- 
mained unbroken.  He  had  on  his  lari^oard 
bow  the  Fratsklhi.  of  eichiy  guns,  which 
sliip  carried  Ihenigof  i<ear-.\dmlral  Clan- 
quet.  The  MajesUc,  Cai^iain  VVi'.^ictitt.  got 
foul  of  one  of  the  slvp.s  astern  of  tiie  (^ritii', 
and  suffered  severely  from  that  ship  .i  iiic  : 
she  was  soon  eleari'd,  and  got  into  action 
with  tile  Ifeioeux,  on  liie  ^tarooard  o  >\\ , 
and  the  lonnant,  of  eighty  guns,  on  the 
starboard  quarter,  the  eicjhth  and  ninth  siii;)s 
of  ihe  enemy'.,  Ijr.i.-.  Four  other  siiij'S  of 
the  Enyiibli  s(|ii,i'lioij  had  yet  to  come  iiuij 
aciion  :  ihev  \t;\'\  octi '!e.-.ii  dche  1  lo  recon- 
noitre/\ii  a  lihir!  I,  [,.  .■vuai^'y  :■  ■  I'i-;  ;  ij-covcr-' 
of  liii-  l-r.-nrli  ii'''-i  ;  iln-v  wen:  tn^'i  i.-i.  ,|-i'  lar 
avv.iy  at  ii-i,'-p.]~l  s:x  i-.xi..  ulini  ili''  :i'';i),i 
began;  and  lii^^ni  inviie,;  r'(."ii  .iodMi 
seviai.  it  I         ' 
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the  ship  would  be  on  shore.  But  so  it  was 
with  the  CuUodeii:  neither  could  all  the 
exertions  of  the  crews  of  the  I.eander  or 
Miitine  relieve  her  from  her  situation  in 
lime  to  share  in  the  action.  Just  tliink 
what  a  man  like  Troubririge  must  have  felt, 
when  he  heard  the  roar  of  the  guns,  the 
blaze  of  the  inusketry,  the  lights  of  the  Eng- 
lish tleet,  —  (we  had  each  of  us  four,) — the 
noise,  the  tumult. 

Well,  the  Cullode9i  served  as  a  beacon  to 
the  following  ships  :  and  it  must  have  been 
some  consolation  to  all  the  gallant  fiillows 
on  board  of  her,  that  although  they  were 
hard  and  fast,  they  warned  the  rest  of  the 
danger,  and  thus  the  other  ships  got  safe 
into  action.  The  Cullodens  could  bear  it  ; 
they  were  all  tried  men  ;  their  captain  was 
as  brave  a  fellow  as  ever  drew  breatii,  rr,e;r 
ofncers  heroes. 

llallowell,  in  the  SitjijLSure,  kept  further 
away  from  the  reef,  and  bceing  a  dismasted 
ship  drifting  out  of  the  bay,  imagined  it 
might  be  an  English  ship  ;  and  it  was  the 
BcHerophon,  wiio  had  been  overpowered  by 
the  Orkat,  her  masts  and  cables  cut  away, 
two  hundred  of  her  crew  killed  and  wounded. 
She  was  going  out  of  ihe  action,  although 
every  heart  on  board  of  her  yearned  to  get 
her  into  fire  again.  Hallowell  occtipied  the 
space  she  Iiad  vacated,  never  firing  a  shot 
until  his  sails  were  clewed  up  and  his  ship 
anchored  in  her  station  ;  whilst  the  Alex- 
ander,  Captain  Ball,  boldly  and  nobly 
supported  him.  Then  came  tlie  Lcajider  : 
Troubridge  had  despatched  her  to  Nelson's 
assistance.  She  endeavoured  to  anchoi 
athwart  hawse  of  the  Orient;  but  the 
Franklin,  being  so  CiOse  to  her  :;^  to  r^radei 
this  iinpo^silile,  Capiain  Tliouipsijii  lom; 
his  station  ahead  of  the  latter  sliip,  tliu:- 
rakiieg  ihe  two  shi])s  of  the  tv.o  l'le:;cl. 
halinirais. 

Now,  (lien,  ii  was  a  fair  fie.o  ;ii.d  xa; 
favour.  The  French  fougiil  uell  ;  but  tiu.i 
doubling  system  cju  te  sui-|)ri^ed  liicir  in- 
tellects. Sucii  \\as  :i.e  durtiac'ion,  that 
t)efi'i"e  a  qiiarLer  ol  an  llO'ir  'i.e.i  f.-.pired, 
the  I'.i'o  van-'-lii!)';  (jf  ilie  v\\<-i\.y'\  iiiie  were 
iii-ia  i^lrd  ;  an.!  ai.iiough  ^l,,;is  duil't  want 
111  I-:  >  u  hill  ili.v  are  at  aneiior  \ei  no  sailor 
fi.:ii  s  as  v'.ell  in  a  ihialing  hulk  as  he  .Iocs 
uliea  il.e  toji-"all.M!l  vards  are  aei'  ■■^:  a 
inisi  ;;().ii;;  e-eaies  ceiifu;i(jn,  and  coiiir.- 
sion  i.".'i' ..  irar. 

'i  I'.'  .■'1(11!  was  now  in  llieeentre  oi  tii: 
hill'.  I'lii-  ()r,'ri/i,  /  a/,' ;/r;/v/.  /•/•i/7/ /'//;/ .  and 
//',  i/rin  ■.  w<  k;  fi_;la-iii'^  lik''  liliv  l' )  leeovi  1 
thr  i;  \  -  -or  ni;^;il,  wliiehever  >'ou  hk'"  Iv-st. 
'Mil'  i'''ii,) af'uiii .  iiaving  been  blo\'.ii  aaiiua 
to  lei'e--..  eip-iaed  up  the  krc-neli  .-L/-.!iitai 
aiei  ijic-t:  wlui  knuw  anylhng  ei  t'nat 
t.aiaii:,  kijiAV  lnat  no  men  figlll  1  illi'i"  '.Ukll 
aiilil-  aei;e>s  las  iiu.-.ii';d  tiiun  with  con- 
qiie-,1  :  but  m  a  retreat,  or  vvieai  they  begin 
to  -.vai  iaint-l,eartcd,  liiey  yu  oil    <ike  chaps 
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at  it,  and  then  handing  it  to  me,  said,  '  Come, 
Brace,  some  moie  of  the  old  work  ;  you'll 
never  be  able  to  carry  all  these  under  your 
arms.' 

It  was  about  nine  o'clock — the  victory 
was  certain  :  the  van  of  the  line  had  English- 
men on  board  of  them  ;  the  firin,2f  still  con- 
tinued along  the  line,  but  the  result  was 
unquestionable.  The  admiral  was  below, 
when  a  noise — a  loud,  busy  noise — an- 
nounced that  the  Orient,  the  French  com- 
mander-in-chiefs ship,  was  on  fire.  It's  an 
awful  sound,  '  Ship  on  tire  !'  on  board  a 
ship,  and  all  eyes  immediately  were  turned 
in  the  direction.  I  left  the  admiral  all  alone  : 
his  head  was  bandaged  up,  the  skin  re- 
placed, so  that  he  saw  well  enough  oat  of 
ills  larboard  hawse-hole,*  and  I  ran  on 
deck  to  get  all  intelligence  I  could. 

It  appears  that  the  French  admiral,  liitle 
dreaming  that  this  action  was  likelv  to  have 
taken  place  where  he  was  moored,  had 
been  painting  his  broadside,  which  the 
Bellerophon  afterwards  spoilt.  The  paint- 
pots  were  all  about  tlie  decks, — and  new 
paint  and  oil  are  not  like  the  newly-dis- 
covered dresses  in  which  a  man  may  walk 
in  a  fire  without  being  singed.  When  this 
blaze  was  first  observed  to  have  broken  out 
in  the  after-part  of  the  Orient,  Captain 
Hallowell  desired  all  the  guns  that  could  be 
spared  from  accommodating  the  Franklin. 
to  be  directed  to  that  part  of  the  Orient 
which  was  now  on  fire  ;  and  he  called 
Captain  Allen  of  the  Marines,  and  ordered 
him  to  continue  his  musketry  only  in  that 
direction  :  this  was  done  to  hinder  the 
French  from  extinguishing  the  flames.  The 
crew  of  the  Orient  slackened  their  fire,  al- 
though (hey  blazed  away  from  the  lower 
deck  to  the  last,  in  order  to  put  out  the 
blaze  on  board  of  their  own  ship  ;  and  our 
increased  energy,  all  in  one  direction,  made 
the  slaugluer  more  serious. 

The  admiral,  who  had  fought  like  a  Fren.ch- 
inan  — and  like  a  gallant  one  too— had  ;i!- 
ready  received  three  serious  wounds;  yet 
he  kept  ins  st,ition,  and  animated  his  men. 
.'\  round-shot  hom  \}\v.  Sviftsn re  <:\\\.  him  in 
half,  and  lie  was  spared  the  terrible  termi- 

*  A  very  i;ite"i4'r;  frieiui  of  mine,  and  one 
who  h.is  knu.lv  m:u;...;'J  ^mne  l■l■|Ml^  ni  ll]c  fir-.l 
edition  of  liiiswn,;.,  I,:,,  a  luar-nial  note  aJdecl 
l)y  Iniiis'df  in  re  L-reii' e  l.j  this  c.viji'. --.Mn.  He 
declares  it  is  not  naatii  al.  and  iliat  .1  sailor  \'.oidd 
liaves.iid  '  ,.;liinnier,' or  '  topll;.;lu.'  'I 'lie  eiiiti.r  of 
Hen  I'.race's  life  and  adventures  diifers  lr..ni  iae 
learned  ca;itain  :  lre:,d.!i!i-.  of  i.onr^e.  at  bis 
.-\ndacity  f<jr  daring  to  tidal  e  )alrary  10  siieh  siu:- 
o'essful  aiitiiority.  'Jlie  .\1  allege  ve-cl-.  have 
-eaerally  the  liawse  hole-,  o''  their  -hip-  paintal 
to  resenihle  eyez:  tei  liaar  ij  -  a  ,  v.  ii  :-  •.  if  hawse- 
holes  were  jil  iced  in  boat,,  t'le-y  ^,^,,,l  i  Xy:  in  the 
s.-inie  pi. ice,  ar..'  eV-s.  'L'lie  Chiae  ■•  h  e. c  e\es  in 
the  same  pi. ice  ,  and  I  .am  fearl'nl  r.e  :;allaiU 
officer  when  he  affiled  the  nrite  .^aw  «,:!i  jann- 
diced  eyes.  I  cannoi  however,  bee  laie  hi-. /.■.'/'// 
on  this  occasion,  n  'tv\iih-,t;uidiii^  I  auiillt  hij  i.j'.e 
to  I'.ave  b-'ca  wweyc-Uuti. 


nation  of  the  battle.  '  Casa  Bianca,  his 
captain,  fell  by  his  side.  The  confusion 
was  dreadful ;  the  flames  spread  far  and 
near  ;  for  the  fire  of  the  Swifts  lire  was  so 
well  directed,  and  the  slaughter  so  great, 
that  even  Frenchmen  quailed  before  the  in- 
creasing and  devouring  element.  Many 
jumped  overboard  to  avoid  what  they  saw 
was  inevitable  ;  whilst  the  flatnes  spread 
along  the  decks,  and  darted  up  the  rigging 
like  the  quick  rocket  in  its  ascent,  leaving 
behind  it  a  stream  of  liquid  fire. 

In  vain  now  did  many  supplicate  for 
mercy  ;  the  steady  aim  of  the  -Swi/tsure 
soon  thinned  the  number  who  yet  nobly, 
but  fruitlessly  endeavoured  to  remedy  the 
evil.  The  water  closed  over  many  who 
sought  it  as  a  refuge  ;  whilst  the  roar  of  the 
guns,  the  unceasing  rattle  of  the  musketry,  the 
cracking  of  the  wood,  the  rush  of  the  blaze, 
overcame  any  shriek  which  the  sufferers 
might  have  uttered. 

At  this  moment,  one  sound,  louder  than 
the  loudest  thunder,  deadened  even  the 
fury  of  the  combatants;  and.  each  s'nip 
experienced  a  tremulous  motion  as  if  an 
earthquake  had  occurred.  The  Orient  had 
blown  up  ;  and  such  was  the  startling  effect 
of  this  dreadful  explosion,  that  those  whose 
blood  boiled  with  the  heat  of  victory  were 
paralyzed  by  the  sudden  crash,  and  they 
left  the  work  of  deatii  to  gaze  on  that  of 
destruction.  The  glare  of  light  illuminated 
the  Bay  of  Aboukir.  The  darkness  of  the 
night  had  before  rendered  the  position  of 
the  four  last  ships  which  came  into  action 
doubtful  ;  but  now  the  terrible  blaze  made 
night  a  day,— every  ship,  every  flag  was 
visible.  An  awftil,  a  death-like  silence  suc- 
ceeded the  fearful  event ;  and  not  a  soul 
whispered  his  fears,  not  a  voice  even  shouted 
the  name  wdiich  Hew  on  the  tongues  of  all, 
until  mast  after  mast,  and  spar  after  sp.ir, 
fell  with  tlieir  loud  splash  into  the  water, 
a.nd  broke  the  silence.  Never  lias  man 
seen  a  sight  its  parallel. 

I  turned  to  see  who  it  was  that  rested  hi.s 
arm  upon  my  shoulder — it  was  the  admiral. 
Me  had,  unobserved,  re.iehed  the  deck  ;  and 
his  voice  first  broke  the  silence  on  board 
the  I'dir^iiiirtt.  'The  buits!— the  boats, 
l>'rry  !  lie  quick— -send  them  instantly  to 
re  cm.-  the  crew,  if  possible  I  —  IJrace  !' 

■  ."-^ii','  said  I,  turning  my  he.id. 

'  The  s;i;iiul-book  instantly.' 

1  left  him,  and  he  stood  amongst  Iiis  own 
crew  liardly  recognised  :  the  scene  tiirv  had 
just  witne.ssed  had  destroyed  even  liu; 
discipline  of  ;in  L^agli.sji  sailor  ;  and  vou 
know  v,I\at  a  r.ound  it  must  have  bo'en  tu 
ha\e  shaken  the  bi.iins  of  the  foreiiriTtmeti, 
so  thai  they  stood  by  their  admiral  without 
notii  oi_;  him. 

'i  :,e  hoa.t-;  of  our  ^iiit),  ara!  tiiose  of  th(; 
<-;ii(  ;■  \-,  ssols  \K[v:  tin;  Fr,!>ii:!i i\  savcil  about 
s.'Wiily  of  the   C'V'.v,v.''j  ir.tii  ;    many  more 


//.v  i'A iri.i:  o 


\.'  :.  pxr.r;!  I.,)  v.i.n.  ji:  ••■.  ;.-.m  iv  !.)  t'.i-  i-v- 
I  -(Sicn,  ;.t,'l  l.rioAm.;  .!>  .:;■,  i:nls,  li  it! 
I  I  hcfl  l;.-;r<-'-'r.f^  !■)  .:i.,;  ,  .m  :  I.iit.il.t-J 
I  '!•  :i1^e'lvc  ,  o'.triHi.ii.i. 
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(tn.inr  of  I'r.o  <,'';,';,'.  u:  i  h  ■  li-'jn.i  ;;  i:i- 
|")^s:b!i-     lo  ijiirii.  !i     ['.   ■    i!  ■  :  ••     :    il 
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one  of  them,  '  that  it  was  no  wonder  the 
English  officers  could  maintain  such  disci- 
pline and  order,  when  it  was  possible  to  im- 
press the  minds  of  the  men  with  such  senti- 
ments after  a  victory  so  great,  and  at  a  mo- 
ment of  such  seeming  confusion.' 

The  Arabs  had  been  looking  on  at  the 
action,  and,  like  all  wise  people,  declared 
for  the  conquerors.  You  see,  in  life  it  is  just 
the  same  all  over  the  world  :  it  is  not  every 
man  who  sticks  by  an  opposition  when  he 
can  get  into  office  by  changing  his  words  a 
little  ;  and  these  ArabS;  directly  they  found 
we  were  masters,  for  the  three  following 
nights  the  whole  of  the  coast,  as  far  as  v.e 
could  see,  was  illuminated  by  the  very  men 
who  would  have  speared  us  and  cooked  us 
the  da^  before. 

The  3rd  of  August  came,  and  every  ship 
had  been  secured  but  the  TLmoleon  and 
Tonnaiit:  they  were  both  dismasted,  and 
could  not  escape.  The  Timolcon  was  a- 
ground ;  and  her  captain,  after  setting  her 
on  fire,  escaped  with  his  men  on  shore.  The 
Ton/iant  refused  to  submit,  and  conse- 
quently the  Theseus  and  the  Siui/'/surc  were 
sent  to  settle  the  business  in  another  man- 
ner :  and  no  sooner  did  the  captain  of  the 
Frenchman  perceive  what  was  approaching 
him,  than  he  did  \vhat  he  ought  to  have 
done  before — surrendered  without  resist- 
ance :  for  wliat  is  the  use  of  giving  trouble 
when  nothing  can  be  gained  by  it?  He  had 
cut  his  cable  and  drifted  on  sliore  ;  but 
Captain  Miher  soon  got  hei-  oft",  and  she  was 
SL'cured  in  our  line.  Captain  Rerry  was  sent 
in  the  Le  nder  on  the  sth  to  Lord  St.  X'lii- 
cent ;  and  Captain  Capel  was  direced  to 
land  at  Naples  and  proceed  ovejland. 

For  days  afterwards  we  were  empir^yeu 
burying  the  dead  :  every  now  and  then 
bodies  could  be  distinguished  floating  in  the 
bay  ;  and  when  the  morning  gun  w,is  ftred, 
up  jumped  one  or  tv/o  to  inquire  how  tne 
action  was  going  on.  We  were  obliged  to 
be  (.|uick  at  the  gr.ive-digging  line,  f<jr  the 
stencil  was  so  horrifik:  that  we  apprehended 
a  [)('-tilcnct.-. 

(Jlc'iirM',  ill,'  admiral  ivpected  \otes  of 
thanks  (roni  everybody,  and  i)i-("^ei>ls  fr^  ni 
hall  th.  crouiifd  iic.uis  in  lilmope  ;  but  hi- 
never  e.\])ei;t(',l  uiie  wiiich,  alf  r  all.  altiioir^ii 
a  qii'-i-r  i;ifi,  wa^  lii-:  iiu.,,1  .sUit.i 
wJH-n  Ciipiau;  Ilaliuweil  r.rrA  himaio.Ti 
niarlr  ul  tiir  main  top.aiast  oi  the  Ori./i 
whicli    wa^    ti-lad     up   with    a    tj.at    ot    ili 
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when  I  was  in  the  Foudroyant :  and  the 
same  ship — but  I  was  on  shore  in  Sicily 
with  the  admiral,  he  was  a  lord  then — took 
the  Guillaumc  Tell,  of  eighty-si.x  guns  and 
one  thousand  men,  and  she  was  the  last  re- 
maining ship  of  the  French  fleet  which  was 
in  the  action  of  the  ist  of  August.  To  be 
sure  those  Frenchmen  picked  up  the 
Leander ;  and  well  the  figlit  was  kept  up. 
Captain  Thompson  fouglit  right  well,  and 
we  had  the  satisfaction,  when  we  took  the 
Geuereiix,  to  repay  thein  for  some  of  their 
incivilities  to  Sir  Edward  Berry  and  the  crew 
of  the  frigate  which  Monsieur  Lejoille — Mr. 
Jowl,  as  we  used  to  call  him — and  his  pre- 
cious gang  of  robbers  were  kind  enough  to 
practise  on  their  prisoners. 

Thompson  had  liis  reward  in  the  sentencf; 
of  the  court-martial  which  took  place  on  the 
17th  of  December,  1798,  at  Sheeriiess  ;  and 
what  the  captains  said  was  all  true — '  that 
the  gallant  and  almost  unprecedented  de- 
fence of  the  captain  of  his  Majesty's  late 
ship  the  Leander,  against  so  superior  a  force 
as  that  of  the  Gtnereux,  is  deserving  of 
every  praise  his  country  and  this  court  can 
give  ;  and  that  his  conduct,  with  that  of  the 
officers  and  men  undei  his  command,  re- 
flects not  only  the  iiighest  honour  on  him- 
self and  thein,  but  to  their  country  at 
large,'  etc. 


CH.WI'SR.  XIV. 

THt;    PIK.\TE   S;t!P. 

'  The  b!.;cl:  n.iz  v.-a;;   hoi,-icd;    the  schooner  bore 

And  !h  -  i,ie  cliamman  yielded  to  fp.tc' 

Sea  Soi:^ . 

Now,  let  us  change  the  su'DJect  for  a  while. 
I'll  relate  a  yam  of  my  niessniate,  Tom 
Tna.i-ail,  Libout  a  ghost  :  we  sailors  are 
raiiier  partial  to  those  gentlemen. 

'It's  many  a  day,' says  Tom,  'since  i 
saw  it— but  T  have  sen  il  often,  in  iny 
mianory  ^ine^'.  \'\\-  had  been  sent  down  in 
tin-  c'/.^iY'Ta  to  Kio,  aiiout  some  pirating 
liu,;iK'ss  wliicli  h;id  been  carried  on  there 
by  siiiae  ot  the-  S|)aniards  ;  and  we  ■■ooii'si.t 
inal  a  Hair  st;-:;)_,!it,  and  reco\-':ia'd  onv  or 
iwi)  nuai,  the  oal_\'  survivoi-s  out  of  -'lan; 
lilty  oi'  MMy  brlongiiig  to  dilf'.-ri.-iU  :^]aps, 
the  cn:\\^  <if  whicli  li.ad  walked  the  j)larik  or 
liacii  lanullrd  meiixxird.  It  is  no  ii.vb  in;, 
ible  to  ,,'.\'iii  ;  notliing  savi  s  .-i  ni.m  but 
l-i-ai-  fu,,'  la  cooi)cr  o:  a  'u.irljM"  .  (arj  cliap 
■•''!''  ■-.■\-vl  tircaiisc  iie  |jl;i\'-it  the  rahlle. 
lai.  u,:-  .,1.1  Jack,  a  fehou  v.  ho  could  luisl 
a  v.irn.  ]'].\v  a  huni-iiip-',  nv  ang  a  stave, 
i  b  I'l-v  ■  ho  li.ad  born  i-mii'- Tp.od  in  ovorv 
inl-ora.j  .vvu-v  ihe  san  ;  he  had  |K-K.n,e''d 
•^'  1  \.'.M-i  .lilt  111  l.r.orM.ui,  ,,i'.y\  '.^,,; 
siiipjjcd  ai  paailei,  liddler,  Larb..r,  seaman. 
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(lis   hat  oft',  or  lift  tip  his  leg;  as  he  made 
:,  bow — 

'  "  'i  ilc;< — .10110  of  yuv;/  civiiiiv.  ( .'onir 
1^'TC.       Where  is  your  Siiin  fi-oni?' 

■  "  Liverpool." 

'  "Are  you  the  captain  of  ho;-?" 

■  "  Yes,  sir." 

"  "  What  is  your  cargo  ?" 

'  "  Here  are  the  papt-rs,  sir." 

'  "  Who  asked  you  for  i^aper.s,  you  nmiv 
;,Ttl  !  Bring  a  pair  of  .scissors  and  cut  th-e 
icllovv's  tongue  out,  for  it  is  no  use  to  him  if 
he  can't  answer  as  he  ought.  Do  you  hear 
there  ?" 

'Before  you  could  s.tv  Jack  Robinson, 
his  tongue  \',as  out,  and  he  left  bleeding  on 
the  der'-. 

'  "  Hand  in  re  a  h.oi  iron,"  said  the  pirate  ; 
there  was  one  in  a  moment.  "  ,Stop  tli  : 
bleeding  for  a  time,  for  lie  must  not  ch'- 
yet  ;"  and  one  of  the  crew  opened  the  poor 
fellow's  month ,  and  tlien  rubbed  tl;e  iicii 
iron  against  tlie  sore. 

'"Hei'e,  you  old-looking  scare-crow!' 
said  the  pirate  to  old  jack  ;  "  look  tht  re  !  " 
pointing  to  the  mutilated  captain,  "end 
mind  yuur  tongue.     Who  are  you  ?" 

'  "  I'm  barber,  carper.ter,  cooiier,  T'ddler, 
and  seaman."  ^ 

'  "  Anything  else  ?' 

'  "  Xwdiing  else." 

•  "  Wliat's  her  cargo  .■'" 

'  "  Don't  know,  for  1  never  seiw. " 

'  "  Your  eves  don't  seem  of  much  use  to 
you  ;  so " 

'  Old  Jack  interrunted,  "  Except  to  :lK!.ve 
;ind  to  .'.vr.e.  ' 

'".^li.— How  many  men  are  there  en 
board  i" 

'  "  Twelve  men  and  two  women." 

'"Whew!"  v.ent  tlie  pirate.  "Wi,o 
are  the  women  ,•' 

'■•  His  wife -but  ^he's  killed  by  the  la^t 
rhot,  e.nd  his  <Jaugliter." 

'  '■  Daughter  I  1  iere,  go  on  boaro,"  -eiil 
he  to  one  of  his  crew,  "  and  bring  llie  re^t 
on  Ijor.rd.  women  nnd  all.  And  do  yoM 
lire,'-;'  ;!;row  th'e^- lh?>'e  ehap'^  <)'e:-r!;o:ir(i  ■ 
init  ke''|)  lliis  fiilill";-." 

'jarl,  hid  n(,t  rime  to  ioni<  ehcmt  leva, 
befof.-  Ills  '-hiiiFnnti--  v,;Te  '-li'nge  laig  in  tl:e 
gi-r-I)  of  til''  i",ii-;iti";,  eii!!  t!:r.'  •  Uislinet 
sn]:i-lie>  in  tlie  water  told  th.il  the  cijAaie.'s 
order-  had  la'en  r:;ie\'c(l. 

'  "  Let  her  lor.",e  ,a!:rad  a.  little."  ,sild  li  •■ 
ca))t,iin  ;  for,  do  you  se.\  evi  n  hi--  biac  1; 
.soal  was  v.  iliing  to  be  reinovt  d  from  tla' 
murderous  spot.  'I"ui\'  pet  iIk;  lielm  aniiii 
.ships,  and  she  shot  ahead  in  a  moment. 
Jack  could  not  look  ovj;r  tlie  sale — he  ua  , 
afraid  to  move  a  foot. 

'  The  boat  soon  returned.  The  iiirnte's 
orders  had  b"en  oiiserved  to  the  ver\  letter  : 
two  female  forms  wen-  in  the  siern-ah.eets, 
and  both  :i;inao'nt]\-  dead  -  bc^th  co\iaed 
with  blooii  ;  whil-L  the  loat  of  the  crew  iiU 


between  the  thwarts  of  the  boat,  looking  a.s 

if  the  pirate  need  not  give  orders  for  their 
execution.  They  came  alongside  :  the  low 
deck  of  the  schooner  was  hardly  higher 
than  the  boat's  gunwale  ;  a  kind  of  cioor 
was  opened,  and  the  crew  of  the  /o/i;;  and 
SiTvoJi  were  told  to  get  on  board.  What 
they  thought  when  they  saw  the  captain 
stretched  on  the  deck  writhing  in  horrible 
pain,  with  his  tongue  by  liis  side,  Jack 
could  not  tell  ;  but  they  walked  by  the 
mainmast  of  the  schooner,  where  old  Jack 
was  standing,  as  one  sheep  follows  the 
other,  and  as  if  hope  could  be  increased  by 
their  herding  together,  or  as  if  they  could 
resist  the  better  should  the  butchers  fall 
amon?  them. 

'  "  Hand  up  the  women!"  said  tlie  captain. 

'  In  vain  poor  Stirah  had  wound  her  arms 
round  the  body  of  the  mother  ;  the  strong 
arms  of  the  pirates  soon  separated  the  living 
from  the  dead  ;  and  the  daughter's  sc'eam, 
when  she  was  torn  from  her  parent,  reached 
the  ear  of  her  fiiher.  He  started  upon  his 
feet  ;  his  swollen  face,  his  burnt  lips, 
quivering  with  pain,  and  seemingly  en- 
cieavouring  to  give  utterance  to  his  wishes. 
The  dead  body  of  tlie  inother  was 
thrown  at  his  feet — at  the  feet  of  the 
husband  was  the  corpse  of  the  wife  thrown  ; 
and  then,  whatever  might  have  been  her 
faults  living,  it  was  evident-  her  husljand 
forgave  them  all.  He  looked  from  the  dead 
to  the  living  ;  tor  -Sarah  rushed  into  his 
arms,  saving,  "My  fuiierl  my  father!  — 
oh.  save  me  I  save  iiie!  '  Her  hair  had  got 
adrift  from  the  combs  which  ha'l  bound  it 
together,  and  the  long  locks  hung  in  dis- 
order over  h.er  slioulders  ;  she  h  id  liidden 
her  fice  in  his  neel:.  .\t  last,  after  clinging 
to  him,  as  if  to  fix  her  hands  so  that  no 
mortal  could  septirate  them, she  looked  in  his 
face,  and  seeing  the  terrible  mutilation,  gave 
one  loud  .shriek,  anrl  fell   over   her  inother. 

'The  sciine,  liarible  to  any  to  behold, 
had  operated  on  tiie  crew  of  that  fatal  ship, 
v.iio  knew  tlie  sweet  di^posltaai  of.  the 
dau!;nter  and  ;!k'  better  ijiiahties  of  the 
lather;  and  aitiiona.ii  ill' if  o.en  situation 
W1-;  siulicienlle  tiwhil,  lla.-y  forgot  tliejn- 
S'.l\es  to  \\i-v\^  lor  liei". 

'  'I'lie  captain  of  the  pa-att^  stood  close  to 
tlie  eomnanion  unmoved,  h:s  eves  ratla  r 
gl<j  iting  over  th'.'  beautiful  leaiures  of  his 
eap'i\e.  Death  v..~s  a  sight  so  common  to 
hire,  tiitil  lie  eared  not  how  often  he  saw  it. 
lit;;  th,'  v.onian-— aia!  such  a  woman  I  — sl:e 
a\\:)k"  ev(try  bad  passion.  The  ctiinain  of 
th'-  ]iri7e  still  remained  standing,  although 
it  v.,is  evidenilv  an  exertion  which  could  not 
l.ist  m.iiiy  moments:  his  eyes  were  upon 
his  v^Me  and  d.uiglitcr,  one  dead,  the  otlier 
worse  tiirtn  dead  :  for  even  tla;  father  could 
not  hoiie  til,.'  slie  mi'dit  rseape  the  degra- 
dation uhieh  sh..  utis  eeitain  to  experience. 

'  "llcic, ".Liid  the  pirate,  "  lake  that  girl 
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'  The  only  remnrk  the  cnptnin  jiiade  was 
this  ;  "  I  wonder  if  the  pilot-fish  are  on  ilie 
look-out  ;  for  their  masters  will  have  a  feast 
to-night. "  Those  fisli  always  find  the  food  for 
those  sea-devils,  sharks  ;  and  whenever  you 
see  the  little  coupee  blue  and  white  fish,  you 
may  be  certain  the  large  one  is  near  at  hand. 

'  There  were  six  more  to  finish,  including 
old  Jack  ;  and  great  was  the  pluck  show  n 
by  all  of  them. 

'  "  Will  you  swim,  or  commit  a  murder?" 
said  the  captain  to  William  Hinfimarsh. 

'  Hindmarsh  had  a  wife  and  family,  and 
was  a  quiet  well-disposed  man  ;  but  he  was 
none  of  the  bravest — at  least,  so  his  ship- 
mates fancied  ;  and  there's  no  doubt  that 
the  thoughts  of  his  wife  and  his  dear  litcie 
daughter  must  have  made  him  think  that 
joining  the  pirates,  which  he  took  the  last 
quesdon  to  mean,  mii^htgive  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  returning,  perhaps  without  tl^e  sin 
fastened  to  his  soul  ;  so  lie  answcied,  ' '  Com- 
mit the  murder." 

'  "  Ti-en  throw  that  girl  overboard  !''  said 
the  captain. 

'  Hindmarsh's  face  grew  in  an  insfan!  into 
a  resolution  none  could  mistake.  He  ?:iit!, 
"  May  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me  !  for  1 
v.ill  rather  die  ten  tlioiisand  tinges." 

'  "  Indeed  !"  said  tlie  captain  ;  "  then  wc 
will  take  you  at  your  word.  Bring  the 
.scissors  and  the  hot  iron." 

'  "  I'll  do  it,  sir  ;  but  s;iarc  me." 

'"Then  do  it;"  and  he  was  cut  loose. 
He  walked  aft  to  Sainh  :  everyone  of  iiis 
sh!]jniates  cnlled  out  to  him  not  to  totuh  a 
hair  of  her  head  ;  but  when  he  got  near  her, 
he  made  one  spring,  cleai'ed  the  way  to  the 
taffiail,  and  giving  a  leaj),  was  overboard 
and  drowned. 

'  It  was  at  tlii.s  moment  that  a  vess'l  was 
seen  on  the  lai'ho.ird  bow  ;  for  it  was  not 
quite  dail;,  and  ju.-,t  the  la.st  glimmer  of  d.iy- 
hglit.  The  man  aloft  had  si  en  the  stranger  : 
it  made  life  shorter  to  the  rest,  for  they  \\er(' 
.  e\erv  niotlier's  ^iiu  of 
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violin— it  is  not  like  tlie. guitar,  for  tlial  has 
the  notes  marked,  but  this  depends  entirely 
upon  the  nerves  and  the  ear  of  the  per- 
former. Well  Jack  said  that  he  could  play 
very  decently,  and  that  he  had  no  fears 
before  about  his  execution  ;  but  now,  you 
see,  it  is  like  enough  he  thotight  about 
both,  in  the  way  of  being  bo\y-strung  or 
■A-h ridged,  like  Hindmarsh.  It  is  for  all 
tiu  world  like  telling  a  sailor  to  make  his 
defence  before  a  court  of  captains  ;  it  is  a 
hundred  to  one  if  the  sight  61  tlie  skipners 
does  not  take  the  talk  out  of  him  if  he  nad 
any  to  lose.  And  what's  a  fore-mast  man's 
lingo  to  the  first  lieutenant's,  or  perhaps  his 
own  comir.ander's — a  man  that  Jack  has 
been  taught  to  obey,  and  to  stand  with  his 
hat  off  when  he  speaks  to  him  on  tlie 
quarter-deck.  That  ought  all  to  be  altered, 
Ben  ;  it's  not  giving  the  sailor  a  fair  chance. 
1  know  that,  for  I  was  present  when  Johnson 
was  tried. 

'Well,  old  Jack  took  the  ilddle,  and  lie 
strikes  up  "  Moll  in  the  Wad"  with  so 
much  s]iirit  that  these  devils  in  trousers  be- 
gan to  dance  ;  then  lie  changed  it  to  the 
hornpipe,  and  awa-y  the  fellows  went  along 
the  deck,  with  a  double  shuftle  and  cut, 
just  as  light  of  heart  as  if  the  eleven  men 
they  had  just  murdered  had  never  been 
amongst  them.  Even  the  Spaniards  took 
the  cigars  from  their  mouths  to  laugh  ;  and 
that  proves  how  he  carried  away  the  heads 
aufl  heels  of  all  i^resent  ;  for  a  .Spaniard 
never  leaves  off  smoking,  not  even  in  bed,  1 
lx'lie\('  ;  and  as  for  laughing,  why,  they  are 
like  'i'urks — they  think  laughing  a  kind  of 
(-xorcisi;  which  retinires  work,  iKid  they 
n(>ver  work  e\'en  by  thinking. 

'  "You'll  do,'  said  the  captain.  "  Wh.en 
you  have  ckiiv;  with  him,  my  lads,  give  him 
.-oiae  snppei'  and  lot  him  '^aj  to  h.-d  ;  we  want 
a  (-'."ipe^r  and  a  hai-b.-r,  antl  lie'll  do  uell 
-sidfs,  V..-   can    ni.ike   him   visit 


lougii  ;■  ■ 

;r  sharks  \\  li.  n 
■They  lost  si' 
ii!r  atfer,  and 


(.roper 


i!    llv-   e.;a'--e    a  I  lOUt   an 

\\v   i.n    t;i  l.l<>w-   fr<-sli  : 

\\ei-(-    nia;.,;ee'l,  "Id    lack  said,  in 

■aniari-like  st_\le,   and    the  captain 

<t()(.d    li:      Iradi-    in  all    its    branches. 

iiiev  kepi  -I  briglit  lookout, 

ujt   hit    upon  llie  stranger  ; 

iig  came,    she    was  out  i'A 

■\\    aher.-d  the  eoui'se.   ar.d 

;.  1  Janeiro. 

.  <'a  teriiiincd  to  make  tlie 
(.n.  .a '-id  lay  by  for  a  good 
lip])iru-  his  cable  ;    and   he 


.|.(.n,  niKlni;^  II 
lit  the;,    could 
M  i  wlieii    rii'  .ri 

hi.  'ilr-v  tl 
a.o.l  t.. wards  J- 

■Old  jack  V,- 
.-t  of  Iiis  sitiia 
]ipeirtuiiity  of 

i  in  N\ai  inti-<iduced  into  the  cabin  to  \\\:\\^\ 
le  e.. plain.  There  lie  saw  Sarah,  ;il\'.ays 
1  tears,  and  always  endeavouring  to  make 
in  I  iindcrsliind  something  ;  bat  the  pirate 
eneiaiiv    made   the  girl    sit  b.iloi-.-   him,  SO 

a;  l.:'k  could  not  sir-ve  him  and  see  her 
11.'-  :-,  Hi  ■  ler-e.  Ai  eiu  ;.  \..;e'k  after  the 
aple.l  e,  iiiid    wiicii    lii'y\\i.re   ;ij  proaching 


■!f-    riRA  !  I 


i.irri,  1  liT'' 


72 


BEN  BKACi:. 


his  shirt-collar  open  ;  whilst  Sarah  was 
dressed  all  ready  to  go  on  shore,  in  the  very 
newest  bonnet  saved  from  the  plunder.  She 
gave  Jack  a  look  which,  poor  fellow  !  he 
understood  well  enough.  He  placed  his 
box  upon  the  table,  dipped  in  the  brush, 
and  lathered  the  bull-throat  of  the  pirate. 
He  took  the  razor  and  began  his  work  :  his 
hand  trembled  and  he  cut  tlie  lip  ;  the  blood 
began  to  flow— the  sight  of  it  restored  him 
to  more  confidence.  "Up  and  down,  sir  !" 
he  heard  distinctly  from  the  Glass^ozi)  ;  then 
"  Thick  and  dry  for  weighing  '."  He  drew  the 
razor  across  the  captain's  throat,  and  nearly 
severed  his  head  from  his  body.  In  an 
instant  Jack  was  overboard,  and  one  of  the 
pirates  after  him.  lie  sv.am  well —his 
pursuer  also.  Jack  hailed  :  the  boatswain 
saw  and  heard  ;  the  boats  were  hooked  on 
for  hoisting,  one  shoved  off  instantly,  and 
tlie  pirate  had  just  placed  his  hand  upon  t!ic 
back  of  his  victim,  when  the  boat  saved 
them  both.  The  story  was  told  in  a  minute, 
and  expedition  used  in  both  vessels.  The 
pirate  had  cut  her  cables  and  was  making 
sail  ;  the  Glasgow  weighed  and  fired  right 
into  her  :  all  exertion  was  useless  ;  she  was 
captured,  anchored,  and  Sarah  saved.  The 
dead  captain  was  buried  on  the  shore,  close 
to  a  large  tree  ;  and  I  was  one  \\  ho  dug  the 
grave  and  placed  him  in  it. 

'  As  the  vessel  was  under  Spanish  colours, 
it  was  requisite  to  inform  the  authorities, 
and  to  claim  the  vessel  legally ;  and  this, 
with  the  "  poco,  a  poco"  gentlemen,  requires 
time.  Jack  never  held  up  his  head  but  lie 
thought  always  of  the  act,  which  every  one 
justified  :  but  it  was  at  his  heart  that  he  felt 
uneasy.  "Tom,"  said  he  to  me  one  day, 
"  I  think  my  mind  would  be  easier  if  1  weet 
on  shore  to  the  grave  and  stuck  upacross.  " 
"Weil  get  liberty,"  said  I.  So  we  did— 
our  captain  was  a  Christian — and  theie  \\:is 
not  a  man  in  the  craft  wiio  did  not  lior.our  old 
Jack  for  tlie  tlioughi.  We  were  landed  at  the 
town,  and  !iad  leav«  to  remain  until  nine  at 
night,  wlicn  tlie  Iioit  was  to  be  on  shore  for 
the  lihjrlv  iivn.  W'v  got  to  the  grave  about 
!t  '!<)',,  r.  i  y  llie  tree.  It  w.is 
;n;'.  .md  tlie  walei'  wash^  i 
I  a  vi|")[)le  :  cverylhinj;  was 
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1  could  not  stir  :  1  trembled  like  a  leaf,  and 
I  remained  seated. 

'  "  Why,  what  ails  you  ?"  said  he  ;  "  he's 
dead — dead,  and  cold,  and  buriedT— there  1" 
A  flash  of  lightning  came  at  the  moment, 
and  I  saw  something  move  on  the  grave  ; 
ay,  I  saw  the  eyes  look  fiercely  at  him,  for 
he  was  the  nearest  ;  and  he  saw  it  too.  and 
trembled.  At  last  he  got  near  the  grave, 
and  he  placed  the  cross  on  the  head. 
Another  flash  came  ;  I  saw  the  body  without 
the  head  carried  away  ;  a  growl  succeeded, 
the  cross  was  thrown  down,  and  old  Jack 
fell  down  on  the  grave,  and  I  ran  back  to 
tlu;  town,  and  never  spoke  until  we  had  got 
on  board.' 


CHAPTER  XV. 

AT   NAPLES. 

'  'Tis  unmanly  to  chatter  behind  people's  back. 
But  'tis  pretty  well  known    that  the    lady's  a 

crack  ; 
Besides,  if  those  things  about  beauty  be  true, 
I'hal  there  is  but  one  V'enus,  v,  liy,  1  say  there's 
two. ' 

DiBDIN. 

B'"f  to  return  to  my  story.  After  the  battle 
of  the  Nile  I  grew  an  inch  taller.  At  every 
place  we  were  looked  upon  as  conquerors. 
Mr.  Davison,  the  agent,  had  medals  struck 
in  gold,  silver,  gill  metal,  and  copper.  1 
h,ad  a  silver  one  — the  admiral  got  it  forme  ; 
and  I  keep  it  at  home,  screwed  up  in  tin- 
canvas,  as  bright  and  as  new  as  the  day  it 
came  out  to  us. 

It  was  on  the  22nd  September  that  the 
VaugaarJ,  none  the  worse  for  her  shot- 
holes — for  they,  like  the  medals  and  crosses, 
are  the  badges  cf  bravery — came  in  sight  ol 
.N'aples.  It  \\'as  here  we  saw  the  first  fruits 
of  our  victory.  The  bay  was  crowded  with 
boats,  full  of  thousands  of  lovely  creatures, 
all  waving  their  liandkerchiefs,  all  kissing 
their  liantls.  Music  was  jilaving  in  all 
rli]-i-clions  :  and  as  for  tlags,  there  were 
t.nu!i;;!i  to  !ia\e  L,upplied  the  lleet  wttii 
i/unti  1",  for  three  years.  And  these  gaieties 
in  the  front,  and  the  loveliness  ol  that  fa;.y 
in  til.-  rear,  was  a  sight  worth  seeing. 

'lie-  .-//<';  ,/;/i/c/- had  arriveri  bflore  us,  and 
ttie  wiioie  of  hliciMted  Italy,  at  least  ih  ; 
coast  ,tl»out  Naples,  seianed  lo  li:tve  got  im  , 
bi.vit.-,  to  W'-'.cti'ne  Nelsim.  ;\s  W('  ne.irr'i 
t!ir  ,inc]ioi:r.;.',  Sm'  William  and  !  .ids 
llannilon  f'd  the  squ'-idron  "f  boat-,  \w\ 
ihi-v  eanu,  a!uii';side.      I  liad  sein  lirr  one 
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boat  ;  and  wlien,  after  much  calling-  nnd 
starting,  we  got  ail  of  thenn  in  the  boat,  it 
was  quite  awful  to  see  how  the  poor  fellows 
clapped  their  oars  in  the  water,  and  tried, 
when  they  took  tliem  out,  to  stop  the  effect 
they  had  produced.  When  they  got  near  to 
him,  even  the  midshipman  did  not  like  it, 
and  the  boat  kept  pulling  round  and  round 
him,  like  a  cooper  round  a  cask.  No  one 
liked  to  touch  it,  for  they  had  all  seen  it 
hung  ;  and  as  it  rose  with  the  swell  of  tlie 
sea,  it  seemed  to  surge  towards  ihe  land, 
from  which  it  had  been  treacherously  taken. 
He  was  buried  on  shore  ;  and  some  say  he 
walks  about  Naples  every  night,  and  that  on 
the  anniversary  of  his  execution  he  wears  a 
rope  round  his  neck — a  Vml  of  collar  for  an 
order  of  knighthood. 

Wa  landed  our  royal  cargo  on  the  26th, 
having  experiencerl  a  most  riotous  <:aie  of 
wind,  (luring  wliich  one  of  llie  prince -si-; 
was  taken  ill  and  died  in  J-.ady  Haniihori  s 
arms. 

Now,  I'm  nol  going  to  talk  like  a  philo- 
sopher ;  but  this  I  must  say,  that  altliougli 
the  great  people  have  been  pleased  to  abuse 
Lady  Hamilton  right  and  leit,  yet,  1  say, 
.she  had  more  heart,  more  courage,  tlian  a 
whole  regiment  of  Neapolitan  soldiers.  Slie 
was  a  wonderful  woman  ;  she  did  not  know 
what  fear  was.  Some  say  her  heart  was 
naturally  revengeful  :  I  say  that,  more  or 
less,  we  are  all  so.  The  most  powerful  are 
generally  the  most  lenient.  The  great  man 
does  not  act  himself  ;  but  he  has  hundreds 
of  screws  to  weigh  the  greatest  weight.  We 
revenge  the  insult  only  in  one  way;  the 
great  and  the  powerful  in  a  thous^'iid  un- 
seen acts.  Is  it  any  wonder,  then,  tliat  a 
woman  should  be  revengeful  ?  It's  all  moon- 
shine finding  fault  with  anyone  for  ;ui  a^t 
wMch  belongs  to  our  naturf.'S.  If  you  are 
struck,  donl  you  cry  to  be  rcvenL;cfl  ?  ff 
insulted,  ficjn't  we  ask  for  revenge? — and 
words  hit  harder  than  blows.  If  dis- 
appointed, we  wi',h  f()r  nncngr  ;  in  short, 
in  every  moment  of  our  lile  the  tiad  pas'-ion 
is  uppermost  ;  and  who  can  condemn  u^,  if 
ocrasionally  it  laeaks  .adrift  in. in  the  cabie- 
tier  of  Its  i:oniineincnt,  and  l.ikes  its  own 
retaliatifjn  > 

It  was  in  .Si(  liy  that  th.  y  mad'_-  Nrl^on  ,1 
duk''.  ills  tide  wii';  Duke  of  i  lmnd;T — (or 
liiome  mcrins  thunder — and  we  used  to  cill 
him  'I'liundcr  and  Liyluniri!;  bttwecn  li.  (■;,-,. 
And  there  he  was  a  dnki' ;  whilst  1,  wlio 
had  serve'd  in  evrry  ;icti,  n  with  him,  Irom 
the  time  he  fousjht  tin:  I.. .ir  until  In-  hiini; 
the  prince,  w;is  a  coxswain  !  I  niiglit  have 
been  a  Wiirranr  ;  but  wluil's  a  nniiner  to  a 
duke?  And  if  I  had  been  a  diikc,  1  should 
never  have  kno\\n  the  dclit;lit  ol  v.  riiiiig  my 
life  ;  so  1  am,  ,is  I  alvv.'i_\s  was,  eoiin.nted 
with  my  station. 

I  won't  talk  .iliotil  Aiaila  ;  iait  111  iu,t 
sav  whnl  it  wa-.  lliat  wvuX'-  \<  i-(..n  oi;ii  (l,r- 


Mediterranean  in  .t8co.  It  was  because 
Lord  Keith  was  appointed  to  the  command, 
and  Sir  Sydney  Smith  had  a  squadron  in 
those  seas  not  under  the  control  of  Nelson. 
1  came  all  the  way  Iwme  with  him  by  land  ; 
and  we  had  Sir  William  and  Lady  Hamilton 
with  us.  We  liad  an  Italian,  who  taught  me 
a  little  of  his  lingo  ;  and  I  in  return  made 
an  English  scholar  of  him.  He  had  been  on 
board  the  Foudruyani  with  us,  and  I  made 
a  man  of  him.  He  was  a  capital  cook,  and 
used  to  dress  those  '  tobacco  pipes  made 
easy,'  macaroni,  so  well  without  breaking 
them,  that  I  have  known  him  put  a  hundred 
and  twenty  fathom,  the  length  of  a  cable, 
down  his  throat,  and  stow  it  away  in  the 
tiers  of  his  stomach,  without  one  l)end 
riding  over  the  other  !  Now,  some  who 
don't  swallow  quite  so  well,  may  perhaps 
disbelieve  it  ;  btU,  after  all,  1  only  said  it 
wi^ntdown  through  the  w^i'V/// of  the  tier  with- 
out :i  bight— :\\\\\  th.it's  not  so  bad  either. 

We  went  through  Germany  ;  and  of  all 
the  sights  I  ever  saw,  I  never  clapped  eyes 
upon  anything  the  like  of  this.  At  Prince 
Esierhazy's,  there  used  to  be  a  hundred 
grenadiers,  all  six  feet  high,  who  waited  at 
table  ;  there  was  not  a  man  of  them  that 
couldn't  have  clapped  me  in  their  pockets, 
and  my  head  would  never  have  come  clear 
of  tiic  hole. 

They  wanted  to  shove  one  of  your  long- 
togged  gingerbread  coats  on  me  ;  but  I 
didn't  want  any  cloth  tails ; — hadn't  I  one 
of  my  own  to  cover  my  stern  ?  '  No,'  said 
1  ;  '  we  sailors  are  all  fair  and  above-board 
—  no  disguise  about  us  ;  here  you  see  our 
shape  and  build,  and  no  mistake  ;  but  if  you 
were  unrigged,  and  liad  nothing  over  your 
ma'-r-heads,  and  no  paint  on  your  hulls,  I'm 
thinking  I  could  thrash  any  four  of  you.'  I 
must  say  tliis  for  them — they  stuffed  ine  as 
ii  I  li.ul  been  a  lurkry  for  Christmas. 

Tiny  made  as  much  of  the  admiral  as   if 

lie  hiid  been   thcMr  king.      After  this  we  got 

on  towaids  Hamburg  ;  and  it  is  not  forme, 

v.lio    I'Vir    received    kindness,    to    say    one 

word  .iboul  his  lonisliip  :  lnii  thatVoman  ! 

.\li !  that  w;is  it.    I  nevershall  see  anything 

like  her  agiiin  :  and   yet  sometimes,  when 

one  walks  over  WiStminsier-bridge,  or  goes 

I    to  tile  fair,  we  see  faces  that  the  whole  world 

cf)iild  not  rival.     Then  to  look  at  their  feet, 

I    >\lien   a   bireze  takes   their  canvas  a  little 

I    abatik.   or  keeps  it  shivering   like  a  top.-,ail 

1    li;wered  for  reeling  !     And  this  I  know— for 

j     I  have  bi;en  e;;st  and  west,  north  and  ^outii — 

'•    that  in  no   part   of  llic  world  are  vvomen  to 

j    le  seen  like  tho.^e  of  our  dear  little  isiand. 

I    Lord  blcbS  them  !   I  love  them  all. 
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whistling  merrily  from  the  north-west,  blow- 
ing a  double-reefed  top-sailed  breeze,  that 
we  weighed,  in  order  to  pass  the  Sound. 
Nelson  led  the  van  :  his  flag  was  on  board 
Foley's  ship,  the  Elcpha?it ;  Sir  Hyde 
Parker  the  centre,  and  Admiral  Graves  the 
rear.  The  passage  of  the  Sound  is  about 
three  miles  wide  ;  and  the  castle  of  Elsineur, 
and  close  to  it  that  of  Cronenburgh,  on  tlie 
Danish  coast,  command  more  than  half-way 
across  ;  whilst  the  guns  from  Helsinburg 
could  reach  over  the  spot  where  the  shots 
from  Elsineur  would  fall  ;  so  that,  go  which 
way  you  would,  either  one  side  or  the  other, 
or  mid-channel,  the  shot  were  sure  to  whistle 
over  our  heads  :  and  they  must  have  been 
bad  marksmen  to  miss  us  all,  for  we  had 
fifty-one  sail  with  us,  and  out  of  this  number 
sixteen  were  ships  of  the  line. 

We  were  going  into  action  now  with. 
stone  walls,  where  we  had  no  mast  to  fire 
away  and  give  three  cheers  as  it  fell.  The 
Alonarch  went  first  ;  and  no  sooner  had 
slie  reached  mid-channel,  than  a  hundred 
guns,  and  mortars  by  scores,  opened  upon 
her.  The  shot  full  like  hail  ;  but  they  did 
no  damage,  and  were  more  like  a  Turkish 
salute  than  an  angry  fire.  It  was  only  fit  to 
be  laughed  at  ;  for  nn  sooner  did  the 
admiral  perceive  that  the  Swedish  shore 
never  fired,  than  our  fleet  hauled  over  that 
side,  keeping  out  of  range  cf  tlic  Danisli 
gims  ;  and  although  they  blazed  away 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  passage,  not  a 
man  was  touched.  In  the  evening  we  were 
all  at  anchor  between  the  Island  of  liuen 
and  Copenhagen. 

N'o  sooner  had  the  fleet  anchored,  than  a 
council  of  avar  was  held  on  board  -Sir  Hyde 
I  'arker's  ship  :  and  a  lugger  which  belonged 
to  our  fleet  was  seen  standing  in-shorc 
reconnoitring  the  enemy's  position.  And  it 
was  no  joke  to  see  such  a  line  of  galleys, 
fire-ships,  gun-boats,  linc-of-l)attle  ships, 
radeaus,  pontoons,  with  large  bitteries,  ar.d 
such  like,  extending  nearly  four  miles  ;  but  I 
heard  Nelson  say,  '  he  wished  it  had  been 
eight.'  We  had  got  so  iisi-d  to  lighting, 
that  we  thought  nothing  of  half-a-dozen 
Ixxlteries.  Wi-  had  to  buoy  tlie  channel  to 
get  at  them,  for  the  Danes  knew  how  to 
throw  every  olislaele  in  our  wa\  —  and  v.e 
knew  how  to  reimjve  them. 

I  remember,  wli'^n  I  told  this  vnrn  to  [nek 
Halyard,  who  was  in  Ilowc's  action,  anfl 
who  was  one  of  your  regular  barge's  crew  — 
such  a  chap  !  with  ihe  hanflsomest  face  and 
the  largest  quid  in  the  fleet  !  — says  1  to  him, 
as  \ve  sat  at  om-  mess-table,  whilst  we  were 
emptying  tlie  kid  of  grog,  '  I  must  have 
some  biscuits,  or  I  shall  never  make  you 
imdersland  this  action  without  1  jilaee  the 
batteries  and  the  sliip>.  'J'his  bit;  one 
stands  for  (,'openliagen  -  and  this  one  repre- 
sents the  mifldle  ground  ;  it's  about  two 
leagues  from  the  city.     And  tlji-^,'  said  1,  as 


I  dipped  my  finger  into  tiie  kid,  '  tliis  repre- 
sents the  channel  between  the  middle  ground 
and  the  town  :  it's  called  the  King's  C^hannel, 
and  is  deeper  than  this  allowance  of  ours. 
I  wish  we  could  fill  it  up  ;  you  see,  I  have 
to  put  my  fingers  such  a  way  down  before  I 
get  enough  to  mark  a  channel.  — Well,  along 
this  channel  the  Danes  had  got  their  line  of 
defence,  as  close  to  the  shore  as  possible. 

'  They  had  nineteen  ships  ;  there — there 
they  are,  nineteen  of  them  :  those  are  the 
floating  batteries,  and  these  round  ones  are 
the  crown -batteries. — They  are  artificial 
i'^lands  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  ;  and 
this  one,  the  largest,  had  si.\ty-si.\  guns. 
There — there  it  is,  all  right  ! 

'  Well,  on  the  ist  of  April  our  fleet 
anchored  here,  off  the  north-west  end  of  the 
middle  ground  ;  and  I — for  I  was  Nelson's 
servant  tlien — assisted  at  the  signals,  lent  a 
hand  to  hoist  the  old  flags,  "  prepare  for 
battle  ;"  whilst  Nelson  went  on  board  the 
Amason ,  commanded  by  that  brave  fellow 
Riou,  to  take  a  last  loolc  of  the  ships  and 
their  position.  He  returned  at  i  .\.\\.  and 
we  all  weighed. 

'Along  here,'  1  continued,  making  an- 
other line  of  grog,  '  was  a  narrow  ciiannel 
between  tlie  Island  of  Salthohn  and  the 
middle  ground  ;  this  is  the  island.' 

'  Avaust  there,  Ben  !'  said  Jack  :  '  you 
have  taken  away  one  of  the  artificial  islands.' 

'  Well,  now  it  is  all  right.  This  channel 
we  had  buoyed.  Riou  led  the  way  in  the 
Amazon,  and  the  small  fry  kept  sounding 
on  both  sides  of  us.  We  coasted  along  the 
outer  ridge  of  the  shoal — along  here,  you 
see — and  we  anchored  off  Draco  I'oint  just 
at  dark,  the  headmost  of  the  Danisli  sliips 
being  atiout  two  miles  from  us. 

'  .Such  work  as  we  had  on  board  that 
night  !  Lord  Nelson  was  as  tired  as  a 
smuggler  after  he  has  run  liis  cargo,  and  I 
was  sent  for  to  ask  him  to  lie  down  in  his 
cot,  which  1  jilaced  on  the  deck,*  whilst  he 
told  the  clerks  what  orders  to  write  ;  and  he 
kept  me  running  up  and  ciovvn  the  hatch- 
way like  a  messenger-boy,  (^very  five 
minutes,  to  see  wliich  way  the  wind  was. 
He  was  in  high  spirits,  and  kept  them  a'l 
alive.  He  had  only  Riou  and  Foley  with 
him  ;  the  rest  of  the  captains  had  gone  on 
boiird  their  own  .ships,  but  most  of  them 
had  dined  on  board  the  H.lephant.  Nelson 
never  thouglit  of  going  to  sleep  ;  he  kept 
hurrying  the  clerks,  and  asking  "how  the 
wmd  was."  1  know  I  wished  it  h;;d  been 
very  ill  and  died  into  a  calm. 

'  At  daybreak  it  was  fair.  Nelson  was 
up  ;  signal  was  flying  for  all  captains,  and 
every  jDreparation  made.     'J'hen   came  the 

.-^oulliev  ni'jiuions  that  all  persuasion  was 
unavailiiin.  until  .'\llcii,  his  old  scrviuit.  used  that 
kind  of  authority  which  long  and  alTcctionate  s';r- 
vices  entitled  and  enabled  hini  to  assume: — Ben 
Brace  is  Ailon.  -  Eu. 
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signal  for  close  action— flying.  The  flags 
blew  out  all  clear,  and  any  man  inclined 
to  see  it  had  only  to  look. 

'  Well  then,  Jack,  I  takes  my  purser's 
pump,  for  the  glass  was  not  much  better  ; 
and  there  I  saw  at  Sir  Hyde's  masthead,  as 
plain  as  a  pike-staff,  No.  39.  The  signal- 
lieutenant  called  for  the  book,  and  1  tumbled 
over  the  pages— "for,"  thinks  I  to  myself,  "I 
have  been  at  this  trade  for  the  last  five-and- 
twenty  years,  and  bless  me  if  ever  I  lieard  of 
No.  39  before  !  Thirty-nine  !"  I  kept  saying 
to  myself — "  it  must  be  sometliing  about 
aending  a  boat  to  communicate.  Thirty- 
nine  !"  said  I;  "I'm  blessed  if  this  is  not 
something  to  do  with  the  old  Agemevtnon  /" 
— for  she  repeated  the  signal.  What  do 
you  think  it  was.  Jack  ?' 

'  Can't  say,  Ben,'  he  replied,  as  he  puffed 
out  a  long  line  of  smoke,  which  previous  to 
this  interruption  he  had  been  letting  off 
like  small  guns  from  both  broadsides  of  his 
moutli — '  Can't  say.     Whew  !' 

'And  curse  me  if  I  can  see!'  said  Ben  ; 
'  why,  you  make  more  smoke  than  a  frigate 
on  fire.' 

'  Avaust  there,  Ben,  if  you  please  ! — don't 
talk  of  it — it  makes  my  eyes  water. ' 

'  And  so  it  does  mine.      But  guess.  Jack  I' 

'Guess,  Ben? — wliy,  then,  I  suppose  it 
was  to  splice  the  main-brace,  or  to  pipe  to 
dinner.' 

•  No.' 

'  Well,  then,  leil  us.' 

"You'd  never  guess  it,  not  any  mother's 
son  of  you  :  such  a  signal  to  be  made  to  Nel- 
son ! — It  was  "  to  discontinue  the  .action  !"  ' 

'  My  eyes  and  limbs  !'  said  Jack. 

'  Oh,  humbug  !'  said  the  marine. 

'  So  I  thought.  So  says  1  to  llie  li^-u 
tenant,  "  It's  some  mistake,  sir,  or  we  have 
not  seen  the  flags." 

'  "  Tliirty-nine,"  says  the  signal-man 
again,  "  or  there's  no  frogs  in  France  !" 

'  "  Wiiat  is  it  }"  said  the  lieutenant. 

'  "Discontinue  the  action,"  sai.l  I,  hold- 
ing out  tile  book  ;  for  I  knew  lie  wouldn't 
l)elieve  nie. 

'  "  None  of  your  nonsense,  sir,  '  said  he  ; 
"this  is  no  tane  for  joking.  But,  by 
licavens  !  it's  aU  ri'^ht  —  thiny-nine,  as  piaia 
as  the  nose  o;i  the  admiral  s  face,  l^el's 
look  again  ;"  and  away  lie  irud^e'l,  bowk 
and  all,  to  the  admiral,  whiUt  1  followed, 
with  a  fice  as  long  as  a  boarding-pikt;. 

'"  What  !"  said  N■■l-^on,  and  lie  wiiggr-d 
the  stump  of  his  right  arm  ,ir,  if  it  had  got 
St.  Vim  .'s  dance,  ''is  the  signal  for  close 
action  up.-' ' 

'  "Certainly,  my  lord,  "  says  I. 

'  ".^h,  that's  right,"  said  he,  and  I  under- 
stood his  look;  "  kiyrp  it  there;  Mo  you 
hear?" 

■  •■  Ay,  ay.  ^ir  !"  ■  lil  i. 

'  ■' H'-n.-.  '^ive  me  tiie  gla--i  for  1  iTiomcut.  ' 

'Well,  he  takes  tile  glas-;,  l.^vc!^  it  at  Sir 


Hyde's  .ship,  claps  his  blind  eye  to  it,  and, 
with  the  gravest  face  in  the  world,  turned 
round  to  Captain  Foley,  and  said,  "  I  really 
do  not  see  the  signal.  Do  you  hear .'"  said 
he,  "  nail  mine  for  closer  action  to  the 
mast  !"  and  away  he  walked.  We  after- 
wards heard  that  Sir  Hyde  Parker  only 
made  the  signal  in  order  that  Nelson  might 
retire,  if,  owing  to  the  number  of  ships 
aground,  he  might  find  himself  too  weak. 

'  I  never  knew  chaps  fire  faster  or  better 
than  those  Danes.  The  action  was  glori- 
ously maintained  on  both  sides:  but  Riou, 
who  saw  the  signal,  and  whose  squadron 
was  cut  almost  to  pieces,  obeyed  it.  He 
was  killed,  as  he  hauled  off.  It  is  just  as 
well  lie  was  killed,  for  he  would  have  ditd 
of  a  broken  heart  had  he  come  out  safe. 
Never  was  there  a  finer  fellow— no,  not  in 
tiie  whole  navy — Nelson  excepted. 

'  Well,  it  was  give  and  take  for  many  a 
long  hour  ;  and  the  Moiiaixh  got  the  most 
of  tile  shot  :  she  lost  two  hundred  and  ten 
men  ;  and  the  Bellona,  from  the  bursting 
of  her  own  guns,  suffered  very  much.  But 
on  board  of  the  old  Monarch,  those  jolly 
follows  who  were  left  picked  up  the  pork 
which  a  good-natured  shot  let  adrift  from 
the  coppers,  and  they  fought  and  ate  like 
so  many  mastiff- dogs.  Only  think,  two 
hundred  and  ten  men  killed  ! — why,  it's 
roore  than  any  one  ship  in  the  n;ivy  Vyil 
during  tlic  v.liule  of  the  war. 

'The  Danes,  as  fist  as  men  were  killed 
or  oliicers  woundetl,  sent  others  from  th(> 
shore  ;  and  never  was  gallantry  more  dis- 
played by  any  nation  under  the  sun.  There 
was  one  young  man,  Mr.  Villeniois,  got  on 
a  raft,  wiih  twenty-four  guns,  and  a  hundred 
and  twenty  men  ;  and  somehow — for  he 
ii;td  no  mast~he  contrived  to  gt.-t  under  the 
J'.irlhani' s  stern,  and  he  opened  his  fire. 
We  could  not  get  a  gun  to  bear  upon  Ihni, 
and  he  was  amusing  himself  at  our  ex- 
pense. 1  tried  a  stern-eiiaser  ;  Imt  it  went 
over  and  over  liim.  This  was  no  verv 
plea.^ant  biraness  for  us  who  were  stationed 
on  ilii;  poop  ;  for  .Mr.  Villemois  pointed  his 
guns  rather  liigli,  and  one  could  not  look 
over  the  stern  to  see  what  colour  the  water 
was,  but  smack  e;tme  the  shot  popping 
,'U  iH,  ;;s  if  \\o  were  birds  in  .September. 
Think-  1,  "  My  brave  boys,  I  will  give  you 
something  r.ither  heavier  than  dough-boys 
to  eat  ;"  -o  I  went  to  Captain  Foley,  and 
told  him  the  liberties  the  young  gentleman 
was  tiiking  v.jth  his  cabin  windows.  Hi; 
'imt  th(>  iiia.rines  on  the  poop.  who.  .as  they 
lired  down  ui>on  tlie  open  platf  jrai  of  tlie 
raft,  soon  made  consideraijle  havoc  amongst 
the  DaiiLS,  and  spoiletl  their  sport  ;i  little. 
Nelson  eanr.;  and  looked  at  her  ;  anti  after 
the  action,  he  took  Villemois  by  the  hand 
on  the  (|n;nli;r-deck,  and  called  him  a  Lravc 
defender  of  his  country,  and  a  gallant  and 
c'celiiTit  ottieer. 
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groans  of  the  woundod  succeed  the  bustle 
of  an  action, ^then  ir  is,  Jack,  that  we 
know  we  have  hearts,  for  they  worry  us 
sadly. 

'We  lost  in  that  battle  no  less  than  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-three  men.  The  Danes, 
counting  in  their  prisoners,  musiered  six 
thousand  short  of  coni|3lement.  Our  prizes 
amounted  to  six'  line-of-battle  ships  and 
six  preams.  We  only  sent  one,  the  Hnt- 
stein,  a  sixty-four,  to  England  ;  the  rest 
were  burnt  and  sunk  v/iiii  all  their  guns  on 
board  :  and  we  did  not  think  that  was  the 
best  way  of  disposing  of  them,  for  it  gave 
us  no  prize-money  ; — and.  Jack,  you  know 
as  well  as  myseli,  thai  prize-money  is  just 
as  acceptable  to  us  foremastmen,  as  pen- 
sions and  pay  to  othi-rs  ; — arid  we  did 
grumble,  and  so  did  Lord  Nelson,  at  sink- 
ing ships  which  might  have  been  in  Ports- 
mouth-harbour in  a  v/eek's  time. 

'  .Another  thing  grieved  my  heart.  You 
l:nov.'"  that  we  h;iv2  no  burying-ground  on 
board  a  ship  ;  ;ind  tliat  mos'  of  us  prefer 
a  hammock,  with  a  round-shot  or  tvso  at 
the  feet,  to  all  tlie  humbug  of  shore-going 
gentlemen,  wlio  hire  others  to  cry  for  theni, 
and  who  get  a  black  bo.x  mounted  on  four 
wheels,  with  feathers  and  gimcracks,  to 
carry  them  to  the  grave.  With  us  it  is  a 
grating  and  a  flag — one  splash  in  the  v.ater, 
and  tlie  Lord  liave  mercy  on  our  souls  1 
But  when  the  D.-mes  buried  their  dead,  thev 
made  a  grand  affair  of  it  ;  and  of  eourse  it 
was  a  consolation  to  tliose  wlio  were  left, 
to  see  that,  had  they  died,  they  would  have 
been  buried  decendy. 

'  I  iiappened  to  be  on  sliore  v.ith  the  nd- 
J!aral  when  the  Danes  buried  their  dead.  It 
was  tlie  third  day  isfter  the  fiction  :  tl;e 
whole  city  seemed  to  have  assLiiifjled  in  'lie 
naval  ciiareb-yard.  Ycaing  women  dressed 
in  whit(^  th.rev/  flowers  over  the  graves  ; 
tlious  lucis  shed  tears  ;  and  1  th.ought  tliat  a 
nation  eor.s'.ilted  its  own  dignity  when  it 
tiais  paiid  the  last  tribut;-  to  departed 
br.iverv.  It  makes  a  man  fee]  tlitit  he  does 
not  die  iilce  a  dog  :  it  ma!:os  .a  soldier  or  :i 
saikjr  conscious  diat  otiie.-,  l^.ek  on  to  uriie 
his  name  (loan  in  tlie  li^gaieiikot  menioi  \  ; 
and  when  lu-  has  ma  diri„ai;ii  liiis  lia-  in  tin; 
service  of  his  couniry,  w  X'n  a  eratcfnl  re- 
membrance for  all  the  L'k  ' .  aigh  hi-  ma\  have 
rec'-iived,  it  is  then,  wheri  the  li,t  i/.;./';'  i -; 
pla'-'.'d  over  hi-,  mast-head,  wlien  lir  i.-,  hove 
down  keel  out,  tliat  tla*-!-  who  iiinor  liini 
njrever  in  the  nanriw  ]iarh'jur<jf  the  er.ivr, 
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will   be    done, — and  when    that's    done, 
sailor  is  done. 

'  Say,  who  would  a  landsman  remain, 

'f  o  j;o  dozing  about  in  a  field, 
With  just  learnina;  enongh  to  explain, 

What  potato-plots  annually  yield  ; 
V.'lio  are  smoke-dried  in  cities  ov  towns, 

Or  are  kill'd  by  the  carriages  there; 
V.'ho  ihave  no  one  to  talk  to  but  clowns, 

And  no  one  to  love  — but  the  fair';' 
'  Oh,  give  me  the  brave  seaman's  life, 

\\  ho  sails  every  ocean  around, 
'\Viio  is  true  to  his  king  and  his  wife, 

-And  who  fights  when  a  foe  can  be  found  ; 
V.lio  with  Nelson  or  Jervis  has  sail'd, 

At  St  Vincent,  the  Nile,  and  the  Brush  — 
Whose  heart  and  whose  hand  never  fail'd. 

When  his  courage  was  put  to  the  push. 
"  Tn.-n  we've  Susan  to  v.-elconie  us  home 

After  toiling  through  many  a  breeze, 
And  our  dear  little  children  to  come 

And  climb  up  the  veteran's  knees. 
Lord  l(jve  yi.u  !  the  landsman  can't  kwoa 

Tlie  joy  when,  rctuni'd  from  strange  jJiwis, 
AVe  iell  how  we  conquer'd  our  toes — 

Of  af!};ctions  which  cherish'd  our  hearts. 
'  On    never  mind  gales  which  arise, 

If  to  east  or  to  west  we  may  steer  ; 
Like  the  scud  which  may  darken  the  skies. 

-So  are  woes  which  occasion  a  tear. 
To  each  clime,  to  each  country  we  roam, 

Every  shade  of  creation  we  see  ;  — 
Then  the  giog,  how  we  relish  at  home  !— 

Oh.  the  !.;e  of  a  sailo;  for  me  !' 


CHAPfER  XVH. 

FACiCLK    CAUGHT. 

'  I'lic  arm  that  once,  in  firm  afiianco. 

I'higl  did  s  proud  standard  nobly  bore, 
Di'-honour'd  now,  claims  no  alliance, 
I'nt,  faithless,  waves  in  vile  defiance, 
And  dares  to  threat  its  native  shore.' 

Sea  Son  :^. 

I  llAVi;  often  turned  in  iii\  mind  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  '  luck  in  life  ;'  and  I  am 
yet  in  doubt  if  fortune  cannot  be  com- 
manded ;  or  if  we  are  to  wait  for  its  com- 
ing, like  a  midshipman  in  the  jollvdjoat 
when  the  jjurser's  steward  is  gone  for  fresh 
provisions,  I  fancy  1  might  wait  long 
enoiudi  before  I  should  see  Mrs,  Fortune, 
fir  Mrs.  Anybody  else,  coming  to  me 
tied  killing  me  with  kttidness.  No,  no  ; 
kici'mc'',  steps  are  like  .a  Jacob's  ladder 
oMa-  the  stern  of  a  three-decker  ;  yoiu"  timid 
man  may  have  his  foot  upon  it,  and  fail  ; 
your  liold  man,  when  once  he  clasps  it, 
ea.  i!y  mount';.  But  vet  there's  many  :i  man 
111  the  navy  who  is  bold,  flaring,  active, 
clever,  and  a  seaman,  and  yet  files  a  half 
j  i\  iieuienanl  or  a  boatswain's  mate; 
v.iiiUt  some,  who  know  very  litlle  about 
their  profes-ion,  have  had  fathers  parliament- 
men,  and  live  to  see  their  bunting  at  the 
maiiitop-gallant-mast  head.      But  I  suppose 


y.icA-/ ::  €.■!!■■;/// 


.1.1   .1  •   !  (     '-..   i 

.  ,11^.1  .t  ;!:  •  .■:i.i 
out  of  o.:-^  '."j.iv-  ..  ^  :./.  ^  .i-:v  !!;!:r 
.  -liicr  1  ti:  '.:i  w.i-'  a:i  ,r.iiiii:..l  or  a  IJrciMi- 
,i-.  IV"-  •■     ■•■, 

And  \'  :  .t  :i'.i!--.t  !-■  .  d-.i.;;  ■  t,  I'^.i:  .u'l  i:ie 

■.-.■n:i!:;   la  li.i-   u,.;..;  i     1  -,;■  •.   'xi  i-'<:',  ..  !  i- 

i-  >:i,  w  i.i'.'i  V,  .■   •- ■.•     la   i;'-   I   I.. A    .ia:',ai^ 

;i.>oiit  SMt'i  la-,  han  ;     :'i    !.;■   p  '  k--:  v  'i"  :..; 

no(hin:j  lia;   ini.-i.  1.  •■:  .  ..i  ■!   •.•.:;,)   i^  ■-<.   ;  rr 

f.oiuly    >!.::^\.    t:.    I    :.•■    ■.v.-l!!    : •     -i:^<: 

^;u^l[^alL;  .i!>.jut  ■:■  .a  .  \-  .r  ut'  tni'''-:  t  ;■•-. 
in.l  ii'-wr  j;uo  I..:;'  ;•..  j;:'ii  !  ■  t'.:  :u.  t!v 
Kai-',  hralth.  >■:  ■  .  ;..  v  ,;;  r::  iil  .  •:■:.  It 
PI  V  i.  •  all  r.i'.ht.  1  .  :  ■-  .  ,'.  i:  ;  .  .  liat 
•.I  I  iiVMii  I..   ^  '  V   ,      ■  .  ja  ;    a..  ':   : 

\  l.-r   I'l'-   hil',;-'   .  : :   ■  a     v.  ■   :  ■ 


'  ai''^   ri.-li't  I  a  1  ;    ,••   ii    fa'. 

II,  ■     i>'r,i;'l 


.■•      IV.  u       II 


-.:■  H',:i- 

,      ,.!      '    1. , 

N-; 

,.,n   r,a- 

1    '  ak   i'i    i..    .; 
11     I,'-    t  : 

r;-.  •      II.- 

,tll'-  i'l- 

! '  'a:;,:  ::. , . 

:  .">. 

•  llv.i-  ■. 

ik" 

^  ^  '  M  ,  1 1 ;  ^ 

a  V,.     1  A  a-   a 


in  ■,  lail   ~  .-   •.%  I- 

I  1.   H.I  ,.  ;  ,a  ':<  1 

'.  .:'..  !•  ..iv  -!.-  -.» .t. 

'.\      ;'..,a    .1  .     t'  •• 

Ml-    r..i.|    l.-a> 

.la  I,   I    ui!  Ii-r- 

.ia..l   wroJc  .1  l.ily 

..  .     i.-^n-.   aa  1 

.  -  a  i-.,r.l    ta- 

.  .t;i  1 

,     a:al 


tr  V  -a.'Ii 


.    1   ,\ 

:;    I    :     l' 


t.>   !;■ 

acii    C'  A  ;    .'.  .   .   uii'.-   V. ;'.;., a 


82 


BEN  BRA  CE. 


impossible  to  bring  out  any  of  the  vessels, 
for  the  fire  became  so  hot  directly  the  flag 
was  down,  that  the  difficulty  of  imhooking 
the  boat  was  not  to  be  overcome  ;  and  the 
boats  ultimately  returned,  having  lost  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  men,  without  one 
vessel  to  show  us  a  victory. 

It  happened  that  when  one  of  the  boats 
of  P.trker's  division  .-jucceeded  in  getting  on 
board  one  of  these  porcupines,  the  French 
made  a  more  than  usually  obstinate  resist- 
ance. Tiiey  defended  her  manfuily,  and 
were  cheered  and  encoumged  by  a  stout- 
looking  fellow,  who  fought  like  a  tigress  in 
defending  her  cubs.  At  last,  after  many  a 
wound  given  and  received,  the  whole 
surrendered  but  the  man  who  had  gallantly 
stood  foremost.  He  jumped  overboard 
with  his  cutlass  in  his  moutli,  and  endea- 
voured to  gain  the  next  vessel  :  but  one  of 
the  boats  belonuing  to  the  rlivision  \.v;is  at 
that  moment  pulling  between  the  enemy;; 
line,  and  seeing  the  man,  they  hauled  h.im 
on  board.  .Altliough  he  foiiglit  like  a  devil 
first,  to  shake  himself  from  the  hook  which 
the  bowiu;ui  had  fixed  in  his  jacket,  in  lie 
w.as  hauled  at  last  :  and  he  delivered  liim- 
self  of  a  cargo  of  curses  in  that  beastly, 
snuffling,  whistling  language.  wbJch,  in- 
stead of  coming  from  the  moutli  of  a  man 
like  our  good,  respectable,  round  oath, 
came  as  if  he  was  forcing  it  out  of  his 
forehead,  or  driving  it  through  his  no^e. 

It  iiappened  that  one  of  the  men  was 
wounded  in  the  boat,  and  was  placed 
underneath  the  thwarts,  when  this  chap 
trod  upon  him,  or  somehow  kicked  his 
wounded  leg.  jack  distributed  a  volley  of 
words  for  the  f'lenchman's  selecticin  ;  but 
eitlicr  one  of  them  would  have  b -en  but 
poorly  received  in  good  comp.tny  ;  and  th;-- 
seetned  to  liurt  the  prisoner  mor^  than  lii^ 
captivity,  (or  he  growled  out  in  good  !'"iig- 
li-h,  ''rile  devil  take  you!'  T'Ao  of  tlu' 
nuai  heard  it  ;  and  tiie  ofllc  -r  oi  the  iioai 
immediately  ordered  h  m  to  be  lar-hi-L'., 
hantls  and  feet,  fur  tle'ie  w.v->  not  a  doubt, 
from  III.  go'jd  pion.inciation,  but  tlia.t  he 
was  iiriglidi.  liut  aliiio'ig' 
were  retui  nitig"  lo  the  iii;\  he 
spoken  to,  >il  h::  ne\er  i 
tongues  agiin.  ile  -.nl 
undcrst.md  a  word,  an  1  it  < 
Jiroide.'  1  toll!  oltl  1 
related  me  llii^,  lliat,  witl 
lie  didn't  under.siarid  tiie  lin^io  ;  for  lit 
.i.ave  said.  '  J  i  ii  nv  ('Hii  prcndc  pi.'r  ;'  v\liieh, 
,as  1  ua.-.  once  vei  V  iniiinue  uiili  a  hrench- 
m,in,  1  kne',\  t'^  be  eirriet.  'Tliaiik  \on, 
Ben,  for  your  U::ii  niie;, '  ~,ii'l  Ik' ;  'in:t)lr' 
you're-  ligiit  ;  for.  do  )uu  niiiui,  I  did  not 
heai  inin  iii\  m  If. 

I  was  (jii  i;o,iiu  the  Midn--';,  lot^king  on 
at  the  fun  ,  but  uhen  it  was  re|-iorli(!  lli.it 
an  Englisliiiian  \'  i..  i.ikcn  prisom-i,  li:i\ing 
been  the  uio.-t  {■  :\.  iu!  in  the  ser\-;ce  of  our 
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enemies.  Lord  iWison  then  ordered  that  he 
might  be  brought  on  board  to  pass  round 
the  fleet,  to  see  if  any  one  could  know  him. 
And  if  one  thing  was  hated  by  our  gallant 
admiral  more  than  another,  it  was  when  an 
Englishman  forgot  himself  so  much  as  to 
des  rt  to  an  enemy,  and  that  enemy  a 
Krenchman.  He  used  to  tell  his  m,d^hip- 
nien,  '  Yuu  must  hate  a  Ficnclimau  aa  you 
do  the  devil.' 

Well,  the  prisoner  was  brought  on  board 
the  Medusa.  The  men  were  mustered  at 
divisions,  and  he  was  passed  before  every 
man  in  the  ship.  No  one  knew  him.  At 
last,  after  going  from  ship  to  ship,  a  man 
on  board  the  Gaiuici,  who  was  slightly 
wounded,  happened  to  come  r.n  deck,  and 
he  roared  out  directly,  'Why,  that's  Tackle! 
he  was  a  shipmate  of  mine  on  board  the 
GlasiVia /'  And  when  he  was  taken  on 
board  the  Jsis,  he  wasciaiiucd  as  a  deserter 
from  her. 

This  circumstance  made  a  great  noise  in 
t!ie  squadron,  and  an  order  was  given  for  a 
court-martial  to  assemble  on  the  19th  Air 
gust,  on  board  the  AJcdi/sa,  Captain  Gore. 
The  night  previous  to  the  trial,  the  prisoner 
was  removed  to  us,  and  placed  under  the 
half-deck,  with  a  sentinel  to  watch  him,  al- 
though he  was  in  irons — for  irons,  althougii 
pretty  safe,  are  not  quite  sure. 

Lord  N'elson  was  at  this  time  very  fidgety 
about  Captain  Parker,  who  had  been 
v.ou.nded  in  the  leg,  and  was  considered  in 
gr<  :n  danger.  I  was  senr  about  a  hundred 
tiincb  with  notes — for  I  was  then  in  tlie 
caiiacity  of  ailmiral's  servant,  messenger- 
boy,  and  co.\swain  ;  and  if  ever  one  brave 
niMii  felt  for  nnoihci,  it  was  whtai  tliat 
Paikcr  died  :  Lord  XeLon  did  lu",  e,et  over 
that  in  a  hurry. 

I  rememl.ier  the  rSth  .'\ugust  \\ei!,  the  drv 
which  pn-ceded  the  trnl,  for  on  liiaf  day  we 
buried  Mr.  Core  and  Mr,  f^ristow  in  one 
.';riv,,-at  Deal.  At  lii.it  funeral  Lord  Nelson 
iriuseif,  with  eight  captains,  ;ittended  ;  and 
wiien  the  marims  tiretl  over  then.',  that  man 

Iv  was  more  thin  a  man  !— biir^t  into 
Xiv'v?.  ai.fl  fe'ii  for  the  youngsters  as  if  they 
irul  been  hi.-,  sons. 

It  was  the  ••v.'iiing  bt.'foi-e  the  trial,  and 
.ifter  ilic  buri.il,  that  I  cime  on  board  (oi- 
^^omeihing  the  admirni  unnted,  wiien  1 
liei'd  some  of  the  men  talking  about  thr- 
P' '  oner;  and  being  curious — at  least  1 
u,!>,  when  I  \:3(.\  a  pair  of  e\-es — I  .slieere'd 
n\er  the  str.rboird  side  of  'the  half-deck, 
e.iei  there  I   „iw  d"ackle. 

'.Ah  !'  said  he  ;  '  what  !  you  come  ag.iinst 
r.i  /  '  ,\ut  on  one  account,'  said  I,  but 
le.  tiie  murderer  of  my  sister  !'  I  was  in  a 
■lay  :  but  the  sentry  interposed,  and  said 
1  '  had  ordeis  that  no  one  should  spc-.ik  to 
the  prisoner.  I  ran  to  the  cabin,  got  what 
I  \'.a>  sent  for,  and  when  landed,  ran  to 
the  room  in  which  l>ord  Nelson  was  seated 


A7.'.    C.ll 


■V."\  ,•■-.    tlu-    ni  itrci 
'. .'.    ili.i:    :o;.i-,':':;!ii>^    '.^ 

I  )ii.  iir.    ^  :-!.    I 
//,•  '   !■  ;>..■,!  N-. 
■  \^  :  li  '  .>.:•■  \(jii  ui.'.'i  . 
I    .ii.-A    •;:.'.      I    rrv    ■ 
'.•.l->  ted  niv  'iuiv  .    .  :      ' 
iiO>v    v\orr>il    1    A 
11  ■>!.    V..1  i,    •  N    . 

:;  .^n  it,  i!  1        ' 
■■[•;;■•  ;i 

■  if  IS    !;,•    . 

i\:  ri"  .•<■'!  H.  ... 

■  1   ::      ■:   \:,:  i.,:.i,    . 


W.td        '         .N 


■.nii!-,.i.-[  i.n. 


(!    :    .      :    n,\ 


BEN  BRACE. 


on  my  ear,  '  I  would  rath;ir  yoii  did  not ; 
and  if  you  made  yourself  scaice  upon  this 
occasion,  I  should  like  you  the  better,  if 
possible.  This  is  no  part  of  my  punishment, 
and  I  might  have  been  spared  this  nonsense.' 

'  Nonsense  !'  said  I.  '  Tackle,  three  days 
from  this  you  will  be  swinging  from  the  fore- 
ya,.rd-arm  :  I  have  spoken  to  Lord  Nelson 
to  save  you,  but  he  cannot — he  dare  not !' 

'  What,  Brace  !'  said  Tackle,  '  I  see  you 
have  profited  by  my  instructions  on  board 
the  Nancy,  that  there  was  no  revenge  like 
killing  a  man  with  kindness.  Now,  if  1 
could  only  shake  myself  oat  of  these  cursed 
bilboes,  I  would  very  soon  see  which  was 
the  better  man  of  the  two  ;  your  room 
is  better  than  your  company  ; — and  there,' 
said  he,  as  he  spat  upon  me—  '  tlicre  is  for 
your  kindness  !  I  would  rather  dance  upo'.i 
nothing,  than  live  indebted  to  vou  for  mv 
life.' 

I  was  rather  hurt  at  this  ;  but  J  kept  up 
my  temper,  and  continued,  'Tackle!  why 
do  you  continue  in  this  useless  manner? 
Would  you  go  to  hell  without  one  man  to 
pray  for  you  ?  Is  this  the  way  to  treat  one 
v.Iio  came  to  comfort  you— to  spit  upon  iiirn  ? 
Tackle,  no  onr,  overhears  us  :  I  tell  you, 
three  days  from  this,  and  the  morning  breexe 
will  blow  upon  your  corpse. — Your  daughter 
is  yet  alive  !'  He  darted  upright  as  if  he 
had  beer,  struck  through  th.e  heart  by  a 
musket-ball,  and  looked  me  full  in  the  face. 

'  She's  dead.  Brace,  and  you  know  it !' 

'  She's  alive,'  said  I,  'and  will  be  here  to- 
morrow night  !  No  one  can  mistake  her — 
the  mark  is  on  her  forehead.  Think,  't  a.ck!e, 
what  she  will  feel,  when  the  firsi  lime  she 
knows  her  father  it  will  be  v.heii  b.e  is 
sentenced  to  die  !' 

'  Jane  !'  he  said. 

'  is  de.ad — you  shot  iier  !  Iicr  iather  died 
that  night.' 

■  1  know  it  ail.'  Ikj  said,  '  for  Jacob  told 
tile  truth.  Now,  if  I  could  ask  a  man  I 
hate  so  much  as  yourself  a  favour,  it  woulil 
be  to  bring  me  my  d,iui,'hter  b(;fcre  I  die.' 

'It  would  he  belter,'  siiii  1,  'that  -lie 
never  knew  her  f.ither  ;  and  l!u  n  the  guilt 
of  her  parent  and  the  shana;  of  her  birlh 
would  In;  span-d  her  for  evei-.' 

"You  devil  out  of  hell  !'  s;iid  thi'  enraged 
T.ickle  ;  '  is  it  thus  vou  would  raise  a  hope, 
to  crush  it  instaiuly  ?  Is  it  thus,  when  the 
cup  ot  bitti.'rnehs  is  full,  you  add  the  only 
drop  to  make  it  (jvi.aflow  .■'—But  stop,  I'.iaee 
--don't  go;  tell  nie.  shall  1  see  janr.^ 
Why,  I  could  aliiu.i  t  kneel  to  you  if  you 
would  say  yes.' 

'To-morrow  you  shall  >.■.    in-r. 

'  .\nd  to-morrow  I  sh,'.!!  be  tried,  con- 
demned— tin-  ro-H-  will  be  aboal  my  neck 
when  I  am  madi-  ,i  father!  I  won't  see  he;. 
-But,  Brace,  I'm  yet  Weil  to  do  in  tile 
world — ail  I  h:i\''  got  is  yours  if  \'ou  wiii 
help  mc  to  escape.    You  would  not  see  yon,- 


own  brotlier-in-lawhung?  Have  you  no  feel- 
ing of  pride  left  for  little  Jane  ?  Would  you 
liave  her  scoffed  at,  as  the  child  of  a  man 
executed  at  the  fore-yard-arm  ?  Tldnk  of 
this,  and  listen  to  me  ;— my  escape  will  save 
all  this  ;  my  daughter  would  not  be  a  blot 
to  point  at  !' 

'  It's  very  bad,'  I  replied — 'very  ;  but  if 
I  had  the  will,  I  have  not  the  power  ;'  and 
I  pointed  to  the  irons  ;  he  shook  them  with 
rage. 

'If  you  had  the  will  ! — Then,  d — n  you, 
it  is  my  death  you  want.  Go  I  I  hate  you, 
despise  you,  abhor  you !  —  yes,  now,  as 
much  as  ever  !' 

'You  will  die,  then,  without  forgiving  me, 
and  without  seeing  your  daughter  ?  Good 
niglit  ! — And  yet  for  her,'  said  1,  'for  lier 
sake  I  would ' 

'  Stop,  stop  !'  said  Tackle;  '  don't  le,i.\e 
me.  Can  you  do  nothing  forme?  TliinlL 
of  Jane  !' 

'  Nothing  !  nothing  !  1  fear,  nothing  ! 
But  this  1  can  promise,  ihat  I  will  see  you 
to-morrow  ;  and  to-morrow  evening  )ou 
shall  see  your  daughter.      1  must  not  wait.' 

I  held  out  my  hand  ;  he  held  it  firmly  in 
his  grasp — it  was  like  tlie  nip  of  a  vice  ;  his 
little  red  eyes  were  fixed  upon  mcas  he  said, 

'  [  will  die  like  a  man,  and  like  a  Christian.' 

'  1  ho])e  so.  Tackle,'  I  added. 

'  I  will,  Pirn  CO.  (ifid  bless  you  I — mind 
you  bring  me  my  daughter,  ami  perhaps  1 
may  yet  live.  "V'ou  shake  your  head.  Is 
there  no  hope? — wliat,  none? — must  I  hang?' 
And  as  he  said  this,  he  fixed  his  e^'cs  upon 
me  with  such  a  look,  that  even  I  trembled. 

'  Cjood  niglit,  Tackle  !'  1  said,  as  1  looked, 
what  1  l)elicved  :  '  say  your  pi'nyers;  and  i 
iiope  God  m:iy  forgive  you,  :is  1  have  now 
done.' 

He  loosened  his  grasp  :  1  riin  my  sleeve 
across  my  face;  and  as  1  jiassed  over  the 
other  side,  I  told  the  sentry  to  t:ike  charge 
again  of  his  prisoner. 

It  was  now  eight  o'clock,  ;ii:d  I  was  :ui- 
\i(nis  fo  leave  the  shi|),  for  I  was  r.ither  a 
strimger  on  board  of  her  ;  llie  lirsl  lieutenant 
ordered  a  bo.ti  to  be  manned,  and  I  wds 
laii';led. 


CilAr'Tl'.K   XVIII. 
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BEN  BRACE. 


I'iie  pr-sirl^nt  sa'd,  'We  are  ready, 
prisoner  ;  bat  I  think  it  rig'nt  to  cautioa 
vou,  tliat  ifter  you  have  begun,  it  will  be  too 
late  to  alter  your  mind  ;  and  that  the  judgc- 
ad'ocate,  who  is  accustomed  to  aid  un- 
fortunate persons  in  your  situation,  will  lend 
you  the  assistance  of  his  powerful  talent,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  save  you  from  your 
piesent  predicament.' 

'  That  sounds  like  a  broad  hint,'  said  one 
of  the  men  not  a  mile  fi'om  me,  'that  tiie 
nT-nib.'rs  of  the  court  have  made  up  thi.ir 
niirids.' 

'Made  up   their   minds?'    said  another; 

•  ay,  long  afore  tiip.t  :  it  is  a  fine  day,  ar.d 
thv'v  want  to  be  oil'  on  shore.' 

'  Xo,'  said  I,  in  a  low  tone  of  voice  ;  '  it 
is  much  the  fashion  to  say  that  justice  is 
never  done  to  a  sailor  if  his  captain  tries 
iiim  ;  but  I  don't  know  how  it  is  possible  to 
sv,-ear  so  solemn  an  oath,  and  yet  ncf^Iocl 
t!ic  case.  I-5ut,  of  course,  it  is  not  micli  in 
a  man's  favour  being  tried  by  cajitciins,-- 
cMjeciallv  his  own  cajjtain,  w'no  iiad  eJreaily 
ior.nd  him  guilty  befure  he  wrote  for  t!:e 
cjurt-rjiartial.' 

Tackle  began.  '  Gentl 'mon  of  th.is 
]-.j"iomrJiIe  court,  — It  would  I  know,  be 
the  lieight  of  ini]3i'udence  in  ni",  aft^'r  tlie 
cviil'iice  Vv'hicli  has  bi\'n  b;-<;;i.jlu  ijefore 
'.'ou,  to  .-tand  forward  and  say  "  1  w.w  r,ol 
gr.iily  ;"  f(.>r  h'.a'c  ni'ou!;d  me  1  s"e  r.iany  of 
my  old  messMir.les  and  shipmates  ;  — uu.'  I'lb.o 
lia.^  kr;f)\vn  me  twenty  \-ears  sinC':  as  a  sea- 
i.;:in  on  l;o;rd  the  (]lu.\'^o:o  :  and  one  who 
';as  Imown  me  nailer  odier  circumstances, 
\'.  aich,  thank  God  !  are  beyond  the  iuri'^dic- 
l:e>n  of  this  court.' — That  was  a  hint  formr'. 

'  Gentlemen,  I  feel  an  inward  satisfaction 
ii  now  conf 'ssing  my  guilt:   tlie  .ap',;r.'ii 'ii- 

•  '  a  of  deatli, — and  I  know  it  awaits  me,-  - 
i  .  i^nn'slied  from  my  mind  ;  for  death  alone 
c'e  i-'iicve  me  from  my  sutferings.  I  nr(<(i 
not  laiter   at    large    upon    my    reasons    f^ir 
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guilty,  I  do  not  deny  it  ;  but  this  I  deny — 
your  power  to  judge  me.'  (All  the  mem- 
bers of  the  court  looked  at  him.)  '  Yes, 
gentlemen  of  this  honourable  court,  I  deny 
your  power  to  judge  me.  A  coroner's 
writ  for  murder  is  out  against  me  :  there 
stands  the  witness  against  me  ;  he  saw  me 
murder  his  own  sister  ;  and  I  call  upon  you 
to  deliver  me  to  the  civil  power,  for  you 
have  no  jurfsdiction  over  me.' 

Here  Tackle  ceased  :  the  eyes  of  all  the 
court  were  turned  upon  me,  and  I  felt  quite 
unmanned  from  their  scrutiny. 

'  Clear  the  court  I'  said  the  president ;  and 
in  a  moment  we  were  all  turned  out  of  the 
cabin.  Ihe  prisoner  was  conveyed  below  ; 
and  dismal  wjis  the  time  before  the  word  was 
passed  along  the  deck  that  '  the  court  was 
reopened. '  I n  a  ininute  or  two  the  cabin  was 
crammed  ;  and  never  do  I  remember  to  have 
seen  more  eagerness  to  catch  a  sight  of  a  poor 
devil  than  was  manifested  on  this  occasion. 
At  length  the  shuffling  of  shoes  subsided,  and 
the  president  ad.lressed  Tackle. 

■  Prisoner,'  said  he,  '  the  court  have  con- 
sidered the  objections  you  have  offered  ;  and 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  members  that  the 
olijection  should  ha\-e  been  made  previously 
lo  the  exaniinati'jn  of  any  witnesses  against 
you  ;  that  now  it  is  too  late  ;  and  they  there- 
fore overrule  it.  You  will  continue  your 
d'.lence  :  the  nf):ectioii  you  have  raised  will 
b,-  trans  itted,  i.vith  the  n.  te .  of  the  court- 
i.rntial,  to  the  conmiandei -in-chief,  and 
liaoiigli  him  to  the  propi;r  authorities  else- 
\-.ii.-re.      V-.'e  are  ready  to  hear  you.' 

'  Jt  ■\'.as  b.ui  the  drowning  man  catcljingat 
a  straw,'  said  'J'nckle.  '  .My  death,  I  knew, 
v.as  eerta.in  ;  but  I  \'ia,s  v.'iiling  to  prolong 
mv  n:i-:eral)ia  evistence.  although  I  dread  to 
li\e.  i  know  Vihat  youi'  sentence  must  l)e  ; 
and  1  have  only  one  duty  to  perform  to  man 
1)1  fore  1  am  in  the  ]-i|-esenci-  of  another 
tribunal.  It  is  to  acknowlerlge  my  guilt  to 
him'  (here  he  iioiiit'.'d  at  me)  ;  '  to  thank 
hira  for  his  exertions  in  my  behalf  with  hi.s 
I'li-if-.lii])  ;  and  to  d"elare  most  solemnly  that 
I  nrvar  intruded  to  nmrd'_-r  eilh'  r  aim  or  his 
sist  -r,  bu'  merely  to  effect  my  escape,  by 
(ii'i'-r  wounding  or  frighn-niiig  him.  1  do  not 
llirow  -i;i\,-elf  upon  the  mercy  of  the  coart. 
■or  il'.al,  I  know,  would  be  unavailing  :  1  call 
u:'o!'  you  as  men  to  do  your  duly  lo  your 
kia-;,  \our  eounti-}',  and  your  ecjiisciences.' 

X(-','er.  I  siipposi-,  was  there  greater  as- 
|f)ai  lau'-n!  than  w  li'-n  a  man  dressed  as  a 
ronu".  ■,:  srlor  ^[:o|.,.as  li>-did.  'Inhere  was 
no  ni  '\-iiig  abont,  first  on  one  leg  and  then 
until.-  o  iii-r  ;  no  slr<-tehing  out  one  h,-iiid 
t'>  take  :t  b.ick  again  ;  but  he  stood  :is 
hr/n  a-,  a  rock,  and  lie  never  fahi-red  ca- 
sta mm'  red. 

1  r'-!ii  -nilier  it  well  :  every  man  hati-d  him 
hke|i,aM)ii  lie'ore  ;  but  wln-n  he  fmi--hed, 
every  tiui'  heari  along  tliedeck-^  fi-lt  lor  hiii-i. 
Ills  redeyes  never  had  a  drop  in  them  to 
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BEN  BRACE. 


Well,  the  time  was  come  that  I  was  to 
take  her  on  board  ;  and  an  liour  before 
this  the  chaplain  had  told  Tackle  that  all 
hopes  were  over  on  this  side  the  grave, 
and  that  the  order  had  arrived  for  his  execu- 
tion on  the  morning  of  the  25rii.  He  ex- 
horted him  to  consider  the  awful  situation 
in  which  he  was  placed,  and  no  longer  to 
cling  to  hope,  for  that  was  prist,  but  to 
devote  himself  to  (iod. 

Tackle  was  cleanly  dressed,  for  in  that  he 
was  somewhat  particular ;  and  before  I 
brought  Jane  to  him,  1  told  him  she  was 
aboard,  and  that,  perhaps,  as  the  child  only 
thought  she  was  brought  to  see  the  ship, 
Tackle  had  better  not  give  her  to  under- 
stand that  he  was  her  father  at  first,  but 
make  a  kind  of  acquaintance  with  her. 
Tackle  agreed,  and  said,  '  I  can  manage 
myself.  Brace.  The  worst  is  past ;  and 
this  meeting  will  finisli  my  sufferings.  I 
have  been  speaking  to  tlie  master-at-arms, 
and  he  has  told  me  that  on  the  26th  the 
pain  will  be  momentary  ;  and  this  I  know, 
for  I  have  seen  dozens  hanged  in  former 
days,  that  the  struggle  is  never  more  than 
a  minute  at  most.  I  bore  more  than  a 
minute's  pain  when  you  stabbed  me  and 
Jane  died  ;  and  then  I  never  spoke. ' 

1  went  upon  deck,  where  the  first  lieu- 
tenant was  showing  Jane  the  guns  and  the 
ropes,  and  walking  her  about  for  the  admi- 
ration of  everybody.  Somehow  the  story 
had  got  wind,  and  every  one  of  (lie  crew 
cametohavealookatTackle'sdaughter ;  and 
they  felt  like  men  for  him  who  was  shortly 
to  part  from  one  so  young  and  so  lovely. 

i  took  Jane  by  the  hand  and  led  her 
round  the  forecastle  ;  and  I  don't  knov.^ 
what  the  child  thouglit,  but  she  heard  no- 
thing else  but,  '  I'oor  ])retty  soul  !  liov,  I 
do  pity  her  !'  Once  she  asked  me  if  1  was 
going  to  part  with  her,  for  all  the  strange 
men  seemed  to  pity  her.  1  took  Iter  down 
;'ie  after-ladder,  for  the  first  lieutenant  gave 
iue  leave,  and  she  was  now  upon  tiie  main- 
fleck,  the  larboard  side,  of  the  Mcdus.i  ;  for 
Tackle  had  not  been  removed  on  board  the 
/sis.  Only  a  slight  canvas  .screen  hid  her 
I'roiii  her  fatlier  :  and  he,  sliackl'd  on  l)olh 
legs,  hearrl  his  daughter  asking  questions 
about  the  fir(>-buekets,  and  the  hands]iikes, 
and  the  iiourglas'^,  and  the  putnps.  He 
fiid  not  dare  move,  bi-oause  he  thought  the 
noise  of  the  irons  might  startle  his  child  ; 
:ind  111'  had  cfiven/d  his  legs,  irons  and  all, 
with  a  flag,  so  that  the  little  girl  should  not 
'■■i-c  him  as  a  |)risoii(T.  Tlie  senlrv  told  me 
t'lit  niwer  since  his  Ijorn  days  h:id  Iv  cn'T 
^".eena  man  in  such  a  state  :  anti  whi-n  the  girl 
came  round  on  the  starboard  side,  'I'ackle 
got  as  white  as  a  Norway  crow  in  winter. 

Well,  1  drew  tin;  screen  on  one  side,  and 
there  he  was  !  His  ri'd  I'erret's  eyes  w(;re 
lived  upon  the  child  ;  but  there  was  :i  look 
of  such  fondness  in  thi-m,  that  Jane  se-merl 


to  like  him  at  once.  It  is  an  odd  feeling, 
but  1  have  felt  it  myself:  children  know 
men  who  love  them  ;  and  although  .such  a 
man  may  be  as  ugly  as  the  figure-head  of 
the  Neptime,  and  as  fierce-looking  as  the 
sign  of  the  Saracen's  head,  yet  I  am  blessed 
if  a  child  who  would  have  screamed  at  a 
highwayman  would  not  run  into  his  arms 
and  kiss  iiis  jowl. 

'  Come,  conic  to  me,'  said  Tackle,  as  he 
stretched  his  eager  arms,  and  raised  him- 
self upon  his  feet  without  shaking  the  irons. 
Jane  ran  to  him,  and  he  kissed  her,  and 
kissed  her,  wid  cried  like  a  baby  ;  whilst 
Jane  kept  saying,  '  Why  do  you  cry,  sir, — 
why  do  you  cry?'  I'he  sentry  turned 
away,  and  put  the  poirit  of  his  bayonet 
against  the  gun-carriage,  turning  it  round 
and  round  in  his  hand  as  if  he  was  drilling 
a  hole  ;  and  I  nearly  twisted  the  black  rib- 
bon off  my  straw  hat  as  I  twirled  it  about, 
and  shoved  the  skuU-thatcher  from  one 
h.and  to  another.  Tackle  had  got  hold  of 
both  the  child's  hands,  and  was  reading 
every  feature  of  her  face  ;  and  the  child 
returned  the  look. 

'  Ay,'  said  he,  after  a  pause,  '  every  look 
the  same  as  licr  poor  mother's  !  There  arc 
her  eyes,  and  this  little  rosy  pouting  lip  like 
Jane's  ;  ay,  and  I  fancy  her  form  and  figure 
the  same.     Do  you  like  me,  Jane  ?' 

The  girl  answered,  'Yes,  indeed  I  do.' 
'This,'  continued  Tackle,  'is  ten  times 
worse  than  the  most  cruel  of  deaths!  Now 
would  I  wish  to  live,  Brace  !'  said  he.  I 
looked  roimd  ;  and  he  pointed  to  the  child, 
and  then  felt  his  neck.  I  knew  what  lie 
iiKMnt  ;  he  might  have  talked  for  an  hour 
v.ithout  saving  so  much.  He  could  not 
hive  held  out  much  longer  ;  so  I  took  Jane 
by  the  hand  to  lead  her  away. 

'  St.ay  awhile,  Brace,'  said  he;  'stay 
awhile  ; — why,  you  have  not  been  a  minute, 
and  I  cannot  part  with  her.  Come,  my 
child,  once  more,  and  k  s  vour  own — — ' 
lie  stopped  ;  but  the  child,  in  approaching 
him,  trod  upon  the  irons,  the  flag  was 
removed  in  a  minute,  and  )ane,  young  as 
s!ic  was,  knew  that  the  man  before  her  was 
a  la'isoner. 

'  You  ;ire  the  man,'  she  said,  '  ].,ord  Nel- 
son spoke  to  me  about  :  and  thev  are  going 
to  kill  you.  Oh  !  father,  father!'  said  she, 
as  she  grasped  my  hand,  'can't  you  save 
him  ?  can't  you  save  him  ?' 

'  I  am  your  father!'  said  T.ackle  ;  and  he 
fell  back  upon  the  seat  which  was  jilaced 
against  the  gun. 

The  child  seemed  quite  bewildered  ;  and 
it  was  some  time  before  I  could  get  her 
away,  and  place  her  in  the  boat  which  con- 
veyed her  on  shore.  There  was  not  a  man 
on  board  the  ship  that  did  not  feel  for 
'l"ackl<>  ;  and  somehow  I  had  so  forgiven 
him.  that  1  felt  as  if  my  heart  had  got  out 
oi  its  place;  a.nd  if  at  that  moment  I  could 
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BEN  B A' ACE, 


as  you  would  serve  a  dyin;*  man,  never  read 
it  yourself — never  let  even  your  curiosity 
tempt  you  to  look  at  one  word  of  it :  I  would 
have  it  for  ever  rest  in  for£;etfulness  ;  but  it 
is  the  only  way  I  can  serve  you  now.  If 
Tapes  does  not  assist  you  when  you  most 
need  it,  show  him  this.  If  he  refuses  what 
you  may  honestly  ask,  tell  him  of  this,'  and 
he  put  his  hand  to  his  neck,  'and  that  he 
will  not  be  lonsf  after  me.  This  paper  shall 
be  of  good  service  to  you,  Ben,  or  I  mis- 
take the  man  to  whom  1  tell  you  to  show 
the  outside.     You  understand  me,  Ben  ?' 

'T  do,'  said  I,  as  1  took  the  packet. 

'  You  will  not  read  it,  Ben  ?  I  would 
not  have  you  think  worse  of  me  than  now.' 

'  Never,  Tackle.' 

'Excep*-,'he  continued,  'Tapes  refuses 
what  I  know  you  will  never  ask  unless 
pressed  by  necessity  or  borne  down  by  in- 
firmity. There,  take  it,  and  may  it  rer^ay 
you  for  some  of  your  kindness  to  one  who 
has  so  seriously  injured  you.' 

At  seven  bells  we  began  to  see  through 
the  port  signs  of  the  approaching  execu- 
tion :  we  heard  the  marines  on  deck  under 
arms  standi^ig  ri  :ht  over  us  ;  we  saw  tlie 
boats  from  the  different  ships  putting  off  and 
drawing  up  on  our  starboard  side,  and 
Tackle  looked  at  the  solemn  preparation 
immoved. 

The  chaplain  came  and  called  Tack!i''s 
attention  to  the  fast-flying  moments  of  life  ; 
he  urged  him  again  and  again  to  pr.iyer  ; 
but  Tackle  said,  '  Sir,  I  have  made  my  peace 
witii  God,  and  I  nuist  now  wind  myself  up 
to  act  as  a  man.  But,  sir,'  and  he  tookhiai 
aside — it  was  about  Jane — he  then  thou'^ht 
of  the  parting.  He  liad  made  mc  promise 
to  walk  with  itini  to  the  foreca-ile.  and  who 
was  to  take  charge  of  the  child  ?  The  ciiap- 
lain  was  to  walk  before  hitn,  I  'oy  his  sio.' — 
and  Jane!  I  proposed,  and  so  did  ihe 
chaplain,  to  send  her  on  shore  ;  but  ']";-.c:<U: 
said  he  would  not  los^  her — not  urnil  the 
last  minute. 

In  the  meantime  the  hands  had  been 
turned  up.  and  llic  hii'-tle  of  tlie  shi]i  an- 
nonnceci  thiit  i'lo  time  was  growing  towards 
a  clo.f.  1  !:•■  l:o;ns  h.ni  now  nmster.d 
Strong,  and  m  'nv  pcupie  from  the  slvii\' 
came  ofl  to  S'  i-  the  <\''enlion.  T.ick''  , 
ciiar.icter  liad  t;on.-  Ij'iou;  l.;i)i,  ;iii,i  th^-  ;■ 
whose  ciin^'-:t\  h-d  liu-ui  t>  « i.iu'.--.-,  t'li-; 
scene  feit  n..  pity  tur  ;hr  .-iilf T-r,  for  il.  ■■■ 
ri'i'/irdi'd  him  a,-,  a  im-nliTcf  as  ri  (!e,-ritir 
to  the  French  ;  .ui'l  ,a  that  tiim-  in  ImilJi'ii  i 
such  a  ch.iiacter  w„-  auj.-t  ti!>.:oiighly  g 
.<>pised. 

The  chaphtin  wm;  on  deck,  .and  shorllv 
afterward-  rftnn^.d  \\i:h  a.  nnil-iii'inMn, 
who  w;is  in-t:  nc'iii  to  t  d;e  l,'i;i>  in'o  i!ie 
captain's  cabin  dir.  ■  lU'  tlie  rMrlin','  nmi-  ..vci-. 

T|-.(>  provij-Mp:ii--ii  d  mimh  cum.':  -\ni\ 
V.->  >■  th"    la-l    -Uld   -n    th'-     ;i;-„    jn^l  ;;■  ,,i,y 

TUii   out.      i  h-j    marine   (Aiv^si    caiii'j  ,  il;-; 


time  had  expired  ;  Tackle  was  summoned. 
He  was  then  with  his  arms  woimd  lound  his 
child,  kissing  her.    He  heard  them  not  ;  but 
the   touch   soon   awakened    him    from    his 
stuDor  ;  he  looked   at   her  for  a  second,  he 
kissed  her  fondly,  and  pres^'iiterl  her  to  the 
chaplain.     The    midshipman    steI)p^'d    for- 
ward and  took  her  hand  ;  and  when  Tackle 
I    rose   to   follow   the   officer,  the   child   liroke 
1    from  the  midshipman  and  entwined  itshttie 
I    arms   round   Tackle.      I    thought  I  should 
1    have    dropped.     It    was    now    requisite   to 
!    separate  th.em  ;  but  I  would  nothavetouched 
j    cither — no,    not    for   the   universal    world. 
1    What  !  tear  the  daughter   from   the  father, 
I    and  he  about  to  die?    Tackle  was  too  much 
I    overcame  ;  and    the   chaplain,    who  was  a 
I    father  himself,  was  unmanned  by  the  sight  ; 
I    he  urged  Tackle  to  collect  his  cotirage  for 
i    the  last  desperate  struggle  of  feehng. 

The  bell  struck  eight;  the  prisoner  knew 
his  last  moment  was  come,  for  directly  after- 
wards the  death-toll  began.  He  heard  the 
bell  repeat  its  dismal  knell,  and  tried  to 
separate  himself,  but  the  child  clung  to  him 
the  closer,  At  last,  tinning  rather  suddenly 
as  the  thought  struck  him,  he  said  to  me, 
'  Brace,  what  would  Jane  have  thought  if  she 
had  been  told  that  thus  her  child  would 
cling  to  kcr  murderer?' 

Jane  fell  back  at  the  words,  and  Tackle 
walked  to  his  execution.  We  came  up  the 
after-ladder :  1  looked  and  saw  the  rope 
tliere  before  our  exes — from  the  fore-yard- 
arm  it  came  upon  the  loieca-lle  ;  the  men 
\\eieat  divisions,  the  mariues  underarms, 
the  officers  pte.-ent. 

The  bell  was  stopped,  and  the  sentence  read. 
Not  a  sound  was  to  be  heard  as  the  captain 
returned  tlio  paper,  and  the  o  der  for  the 
execution,  to  his  clerk,  until  his  voice  again 
oidcred  the  bell  to  be  tolled.  A  party  of 
the  marines,  uith  their  arms  reversed, 
headed  by  the  drummer  with  his  drum 
muffled,  moved  from  ihe  capstan  ;  then  the 
ciiaplain  walked,  reading  the  burial  service  ; 
ar,d  then  came  Tackle  and  myself,  the 
e  side  ,and  the  master- 
TIk;  men  all  bowed 
c.mnot  describe  the 
which  came  over  mc. 
-hand  with  my  o\mi 
lie  going  to  I'lay  tlie 
l',if'  :l  (jl  ills  laiin.',  tiie  deaLii-ii'/ll  s'lu'.viy 
t'lliing,  tli'  ciiaplain  pr,i\iiig  for  Ins  -oal  ; 
wiiilst  Iir;'.:,-  uj  v.as  the  [jlaiicitni- -lik; 
e.\--eutioni'r — the-  rope  ! 

'I  ii'  gniiiier,  with  thelif^hted  match  readv 
signal,  stood  in  waiting  ; 
acide'sgraspbecami;  tigl;- 
as  he  had  s.iid,  linn,  and 
but  when  he  asce;al,xl  llu; 
p'"^>;m,  ami  iVhnok  his  en. 'd  h,r  the  let 
thiir.  ii,  v,,ic,'  lailrd  him  wIm-m  hr  sairi 
'.M.-il.i  g'ntrr-  I'.rai.''  -  in>  d.iu-iiter !'  Th'. 
ru;>'  was  |jldced  round  hii  neck  — his  hand  ^ 
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H EN  BRACE. 


him  tliat  never  a  lash  had  crossed  my  back. 
"  I  hope,  sir,"  said  I  to  Captain  Conn, 
"you  will  speak  to  Captain  Cotgravc  in 
my  favour :  I'm  sure  1  have  always  done 
my  dutv  as  a  man,  and  fought  as  a  seaman 
ought  to  do." 

'  Ben,  it  was  touch  and  go  with  me ;  and 
if  Captain  Conn  had  not  seen  mc  under  fire, 
and  when  we  were  hard  pressed,  I'm  tliink- 
ing  I  might  have  had  a  pull  round  the  fkct 
to  the  tune  of  the  rogue's  march :  but 
ii,  tw.-en  those  two  and  Lord  Nelson,  the  R 
\'.,s  taken  from  my  name,  and  the  only 
J);!  V- iment  I  had  was  to  be  sent  on  board 
t'le  l<!i  to  clap  on  the  yard-rope.  But  I'm 
blessed  if  I  lent  a  hand,  for  I  never  tightened 
mv  grip;  and  I'm  ready  to  swear  a  Piible 
or.tli  tlial  I  did  not  trice  up  that  red-lieaded 
logne. ' 

'  Well,  he's  gone,  whether  you  triced  him 
up  or  not  ;  and  he  died  like  a  man.  Of  all 
things,  it  most  astonished  me  how  a  chap 
with  such  a  conscience  could  swing  so 
liglitly.  Now  he  is  gone  I  forgive  him ;  and 
all  1  iiope  is,  that  his  name  will  never  come 
Ixtck  to  my  memory  again.  Well,  Tom, 
and  how  has  the  world  used  you  since  we 
last  met,  and  when  we  used  to  sit  under  the 
lee  of  the  weather-bulwark  and  spin  )-arns, 
or  clap  ourselves  on  the  combings  of  the 
hatchway,  whilst  the  other  took  his  station 
in  the  tier  to  parcel  our  tails — what  have 
yoii  been  about?' 

'  Wiiy,  it's  rather  hard  to  s  ly,'  replied 
Tom.  '  I  was  in  the  Cullodai  at  the  Nile, 
:ind  looked  on  whilst  you  were  hard  at  work  ; 
I  Ticver  knew  you  were  in  the  Vn/iqiKnd 
iiniii  1  heard  that  you  had  never  left  Lord  Nel- 
son. Way,  I  don't  knovv  mucli  what  I  have 
been  abjut  ;  but  this  I  know,  that  I  hate  a 
small  craft ;  tliey  are  always  wet  ;  and  while 
bob'ninii  about  tlie  Channel,  1  don't  think  I 
have  ever  had  a  dry  foot.' 

'  Ah  !'  said  1,  '  my  old  mess-mate  and 
ship-mate,  you  are  a  lucky  teiio.v  to  li.iv,- 
WMtheied  the  boatswain's  mate,  and  the 
skipiK'i-s  with  tlieir  cocked-hats  on.  I'm 
bles^t^d  ifcvL-r  1  .shall  see  a  ciptnin  witli  his 
goKl-Kicci  scraper  oa  in  a  cabin,  but  1  shall 
liiiiik  ot  die  business  you  ;uid  1  have  been 
e;)n>:enir(l  in  !' 

Ne;l^ijii  w.is  ni')\v  in  great  fear  for  poor 
l.'a  )[ain  I'aiker,  who  li.id  rrccAed  a  Si'\r:-e 
uoiuKliii  lii.it  liusiness  at  li  ailogne,  and  Ini 
:-.:;re  1  carried  a  liiindred  notes  from  l!ie 
.•^!miral  to  i)i-.  Band  concerning  hini. 
X'viien  he  died,  I  was  sent  for  a  lock  of  his 
li.iii',  which  Nelson  declared  should  be 
buiied  witli  him  whenever  tlie  day  of  hi.s 
death  should  arrive. 

■{'he  (1  ig  of  the  admiral,  idler  tlie  cxecu» 
tion  of 'i'ackle,  was  slnfied  to  the  Amazon  : 
aa  I  in  tnat  shij),  or  in  that  ship's  liooks,  for 
I  was  mostly  on  shure,  we  reaiaimid  until 
tl;'-  iiiddie  of  (Jclober,  wii'ii  the  l'e,,r.(>  ,,f 
;\    •  jns  was  sigu.'d,  .and  we  tojl-;  our  leave 


of  ships  for  a  while,  and  went  down  to  Mer- 
ton  in  Surrey,  a  place  which  Nelson 
bought,  and  which  was  shared  by  Lady 
Hamilton. 

The  man  who  fought  the  battle  of  the 
Nile,  St.  Vincent,  Teneriffe,  Copenhagen, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  others,  and  who 
was  now  forty-three  years  of  age,  was 
obliged  to  take  to  fly-fishing  for  amusement. 
I  have  been  with  him,  carrymg  a  basket  up 
and  down  the  banks  of  the  Wandle,  for 
hours,  whilst  the  admiral  used  to  be  flog- 
ging the  water  to  find  a  fish.  He  might 
have  bt'en  a  good  one  at  it  when  he  had 
both  flippers  ;  but  he  never  would  have 
inade  a  fortune  as  a  left-handed  fisherman. 
Bat  he  was  just  as  active,  just  as  much  oc- 
cupied in  endeavouring  to  catch  fish,  as  lie 
was  to  catch  the  French  fleet  when  we  sailed 
about  the  Mediterranean  before  the  battle  of 
the  Nile  :  in  short,  whenever  he  set  about 
anything,  he  always  gave  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  it.  It  was  about  this  time  that  I  got 
married. 

In  this  way,  always  being  very  busy  doing 
nothing,  we  went  on  until  the  year  1803, 
wiien  Sir  William  Hamilton  died.  He  died 
in  his  wife's  arms,  holding  Nelson  by  the 
hand,  I  don't  know  what  passed  there,  for 
I  was  not  in  the  room  ;  but  I  often  heard 
him  say  afterwards,  '  I  received  her  from  her 
dying  husband.'  Deaths  had  been  so  com- 
mon in  the  family,  that  they  bore  this  better 
than  those  which  went  before  him.  A  man 
may  get  accustomed  to  anything  but  living 
on  shore  on  midshipman's  half-pay, — no- 
thing a  day  and  find  yourself. 

it  was  on  the  j6th  of  May,  1S03,  that  the 
King  told  the  nation  that  he  had  had  a  rup- 
ture with  tiie  Frenchman  ;  and  the  conse- 
que-nce  was,  we  went  to  war.  Well,  there 
were  lots  of  work  in  the  dockyards  :  the 
press-gangs  were  out  every  night,  and  they 
made  a  sailor  of  a  man  witii  a  long-tailed 
coat  before  he  could  change  his  habits. 
Ship-:  were  fitted  out  ;  fleets  were  prepared  ; 
Lord  Nelson  was  apjiointed  to  the  l-'icioiy, 
as  commander-in-chief  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean ;  and  on  the  20th  of  .\b.y  we  sailed  for 
th;it  station  in  comjiany  with  the  Amphioii 
frigate. 

I  have  f)ften  tiiought  Ib.al  if  they  wished 
Id  punish  an  admiral  in  the  next  world,  the 
lilac]';  gentleman  has  only  to  appoint  him  to 
the  command  of  the  blockade  squadron,  and 
supersede  the  dog  with  three  heads.  I'm 
bli-ssed  if  that  wouldn't  be  a  greater  punish- 
ment than  grilling  him  inside  the  gates  ! 
.\\v\  in  this  life  there's  nothing  half  so  bad 
as  polishing  C^ape  Sicie,  and  keeping  for 
months  and  months  standing  in  and  off 
shore,  eating  salt  provisions — but  I  never 
had  much  of  that — and  going  week  after 
week  through  the  same  operations  of  tack- 
ing and  wearing,  In.'aving-to  and  making- 
sail.     Nc'son  never  stuck  cio.se  to  the  liar- 
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to  him,  and  trying  to  make  them  believe 
that  they  are,  like  dogs,  taken,  stolen, 
whipped,  and  kicked  by  every  man  with  a 
pair  of  epaulettes,  who  happens  to  walk  a 
quarter-deck. 

As  for  corporal  punishment  then — which 
means  a  little  back-scratching — I  think  1 
may  say  that  it  could  not  be  abolished  with- 
out injury  to  the  service.  When  the  wind 
is  whisthng,  the  rain  pouring  down,  the  sea 
getting  up,  and  the  after-guard,  main,  mizen 
top-men,  and  marines  are  lugging  away  at 
the  weather  fore-topsail-brace,  with  tlieir 
eyes  all  running  over  with  rain-water,  and 
their  tails  blowing  over  to  leeward — I  say, 
when  it  is  a  daik,  dirty,  murky,  rainy, 
windy,  snowy  night,  there  is  many  a  man 
who  prefers  a  hammock  to  a  wet  jnck.-t. 
Of  course,  if  these  men  remain  .skulking 
below,  the  duty  will  fall  the  heavier  upon 
the  men  aloft.  Now,  it  is  nothing  but  the 
fear  of  the  cat  and  her  tails  that  keeps  such 
fellows  from  sleeping  ;  and  if  you  put  them 
in  irons,  why,  you  only  encourage  their  idle- 
ness. You  may  make  them  pick  oakum, 
and  that's  all  you  can  do.  You  may  stop 
their  grog,  and  they  will  get  more  than  their 
allowance  from  their  shijimatcs.  You  may 
clap  them  in  the  black  list,  but  that  is  a 
bad  remedy  ;  nothing  breaks  a  good  man's 
heart  more  than  being  mixed  up  with  the 
fellows  on  that  list  ; — and  perhaps  he  may 
have  dozed  a  bit  on  the  look-out,  or  the 
officer  of  the  watch  may  have  seen  a  stranger 
belore  iiirn. 

Let  them  be  educated,  say  some  :  I  say, 
Y.o,  you'll  make  them  worse.  Instead  of 
talking  of  ihe  gr>od  old  times,  spinning  a 
yarn  about  the  Nile,  running  up  one's 
memory  about  Nelson,  and  such  like,  they 
v.'ould  all  be  squatting  about  tiie  cU:ck>  like 
a  set  of  Turks,  with  newspapers  l)e'ore 
tlic.-m,  settling  the  :d'l''airs  of  the  naiioii,  luid 
talking  liljoiii  tbiat  wfjich  none  of  tliem  i.n- 
d(  r  land  !  Let  them  alon;- ;  tlirv  are  ii.-cd 
:o  il,  tliL-v  tlniik  l(-.ss  of  the  di^;.;r,ic!,'  lln'a  tlie 
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has  heard  that  there  was  a  parliament  act 
for  any  waterman  between  the  age  of 
eighteen  and  fifty,  capable  of  serving  his 
Majesty  afloat,  who  registered  themselves, 
to  have  a  bounty  of  two  pounds  a  year 
beside  their  pay,  and  not  to  serve  after  fifty- 
five,  but  to  have  the  bounty.  But  then,  if 
they  deserted,  do  you  see,  they  were  to  lose 
the  bounty,  and  to  serve  six  months  without 
any  pay.  That's  all  fair  enough  :  the  man 
takes  the  bounty  to  stand  by  his  bargain  ; 
if  he  deserts,  he  ought  to  be  punished — and 
if  to  an  enemy,  he  ought  to  be  hanged. 
Now,  my  idea  is  this : — that  to  register 
seamen  may  be  very  good  for  those  who 
have  to  register  them  ;  but  as  for  any  benefit 
arising  out  of  it,  I  doubt  it  ;  because  why? 
impressment  is  never  used  but  when  the 
necessity  is  urgent— when  it  is  requisite  to 
man  ships  in  a  hurry.  Now,  supposing  the 
registered  men  are  sailing  about  the  wide 
world  in  merchant  ships,  how  are  you  to  get 
them  to  PortstTiouth  to  fit  out  the  Victory  .^ 
Why,  you  may  send  your  registering  gentle- 
man, with  old  Scraggs  the  town-crier's  bell, 
from  Johnny  Groat's  house  to  the  Land's 
i'',nd,  giving  notice  ;  but  how  is  Tom 
Wilkins,  John  Smith,  Edward  Thornhill, 
or  Robert  Potts  to  hear  him  ? 

Well,  let  us  say  that  there  arc  thirty 
thousand  men  registered  in  time  of  peace  : 
war  comes  suddenly,  and  impressment  has 
been  done  away  with  :  the  muster-books 
are  sent  for,  and  out  of  the  thirty  thousand 
seamen,  twenty-five  thousand  are  found  to 
be  afloat  ;  some  amongst  those  Chinese 
eliaiis,  getting  stuff  about  as  good  as  what 
we  get  off  our  hedges  in  spring  ;  some  at 
the  l""eejee  Islands,  stealing  men's  teeth  to 
clap  into  clubs,  and  bringing  iliem  hoitie  as 
ctiricbiiies  ;  some  oaf  in  the  West  Indies, 
woiking  their  '=ouis  out  bv  drinking  new 
1111)1  ;  and  some  gone  to  Mexico,  to  bring 
home  the  dolk-.rs  frotn  the  mines,  which 
hii\e  nes'er  come  home  yet,  and  never  will. 

Well,  as  i  ^aid,  it  s  a  war.  Out  come 
.honi  a  scoi'i;  e)l  i^rivateers  lYom  Dimkirk, 
Si.  .\ialoes,  L):epp)e,  .u'.ci  treini  every  hole 
w  here  the  flood-tide  rises  three  feet.  Tiiev 
snap  up  a  craft  here,  and  ilicv  land  and 
burn  a  house  there  ;  every  rnan  fore  and 
alt  the  eoiiiitry  is  alarmed  ;  ;ind  all  tlli^ 
while  there  at'c  the  ships  in  Rotten  Row 
witiioiita  man  on  board  of  them  ;  whilst, 
had  inipressmeiu  been  the  fashion,  every 
mutlui's  son  of  those  idle  fellows,  who  are 
ve-ry  busy  doing  nothing  but  what  is  wrong, 
v\(iiild  hav(^  been  made  iionest  men — would 
have  fiefended  tluir  countr\'. 

It's  nil  inijjre^sment  ;  for  if  yon  tell  m  v.iti) 
a  nieiehant-ship,  and  you  wanted  men,  you 
would  not  ask  if  it  was  loin,  Dick,  or 
ll:;rry's  turn;  but  a  siitTu-ienl  crew  wcnilfl 
be  leti  to  m  111  ii;e  lier,  and  \'>!i  would  walk 
<lt^^^iill   tl;e  |es  .     1  f  i  lii^  is  not    nil  iieftSliieiit, 
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2l  most  unp'easr.nt  service  ;  and  in  this  ca:-je, 
if  we  had  taken  the  rest,  we  might  have 
straineda  point  andrelt-ased  the  slioemal-;er. ' 

'  Oh  !  do,  sir,  do  !'  said  the  woman  ;  and, 
she  extended  her  arms  to  clasp  the  officer 
and  bless  him  ;  but  she  saw  tiiat  it  was  all 
over,  and  having  got  a  few  yards  distant, 
fired  a  volley  of  mud  at  us.  She  was  one 
of  your  regular  ladies  who  act  wives  every 
night  of  impressment.  Now  both  those 
lads — for  they  both  turned  out  to  be  sea- 
faring men — are  now  in  Greenwich  ;  and 
it's  many  a  time  I  have  heard  them  say, 
that  this  was  the  luckiest  night  they  iiad 
ever  known. 

What  is  the  use  of  your  parliament-men 
talking  about  fine  feelings? — everybody  ha^ 
go*  fine  feelings;  but  who  the  devil  is  to 
man  the  ships?  that's  the  question.  If  you 
can  find  any  way  to  man  the  navy  v,  iih  iinc 
feelings  and  without  impressment,  w'ny  cio 
it  ;  it's  no  fun  to  have  your  head  spli:  by  a 
pewter-pot. 

Take  my  word  for  it,  if  a  parcel  of  tliose 
chattering  fellows  who  want  to  get  into  the 
Parliament-house,  and  who  make  luen  dis- 
contented, in  order,  as  they  say,  that  thty 
may  make  them  happy  afterwards,  were  to 
hold  their  tongues  upon  this  subject,  we 
bhould  go  on  just  as  well  as  ever  ;  and  the 
impresbed  men,  hke  Lealhersoles,  mig'u 
live  to  call  it  a  blessing,  rather  than  rant 
about  it  as  a  curse. 

'  Ah  !'  said  they,  '  God  bless  the  preso- 
gang  !  or  we  should  have  been  obliged  to 
work  to  the  last  day  of  our  life.  Wlierea.!, 
now  we  can  lay  down  the  load,  and  liaxe 
our  old  shipmates  to  carry  us  to  the  grave  ; 
find  wlien  we  make  our  l.'.ti  board,  wliich  wc 
know  we  shall  from  (j;e;;nwich-rtacl;,  why 
then  we  shall  hu\  e  the  .-ailsraetioi!  of  know- 
ing that  we  have  run  t.uough  our  .--ervie.-. 
like  a  vessel  through  tiie  trade-vviaci.-:,  ana 
come  safe  into  h.irbour  at  last.  Wiiy,  aft;,r 
ail,  what  is  a  sailor's  life,  but  one  of  cliangu 
and  chance  ?  Is  it  not  much  to  say,  that  a 
man  l;as  been  wliere  b:rds  stand  upon  one 
U-j;,  and  whrj-t;  (.v.phants  rim  rj!)(,u;  hk"  lap- 
dogs  :  where  t!;e  monkevs  [ieit  yrai  wiiii 
cocoa-nuts,  aiul  tiie  siiakcs  d  Kice  to  ?;ood 
lnu^^le?  And  ih^  n,  uh  mi  we  auehor  ;it  la->t, 
and  get  sp'lced  for  ,i  full  due,  w liy.  n  i-^  some 
lon^nlatioi),  when  v.e  li'iar  oi  anv  neus 
fiomfori':'.!  pait.-^,  \n  know  ,t;l  aLuU'  \'.;c 
]jlaee  and  ;!ie  p'„'o;)le. ' 

.■\s  we  ri'i.i  on  li.rougli  liTe,  ninny  -'.ic  ih" 
.strange  tlu:iL;h  v,"  S' e  :  s  j:i:,:  :  ce  ;;:;o.l^, 
.and  somr  nr-  Mi)f.:i  .>l!;"ato)s  instead  o; 
Iior/'s.  and  hk  ■  tiie  trut  ; 
thmg  in  the  natural  v.ay 
bo'jni  111  a  lieaJ  ;-ea  is  rjui 
for  me.  I  iirn  as  t 
1  have  ovei-ional 


ut  1  like  rvery- 
mc]  ,1  si)ankiM- 
j.t  is  rjuitt;  <s,llic:i!t  rnougii 
I  puiiishmenls  fur  [lieasiUi  , 
V  it.  cied  r.uher  wild  ;  but 


has  whistled  over  the  backs  of  thousands, 
not  a  lash  of  its  ttil  ever  crossed  my 
shoulders. 

I  remember  a  gentleman  with  long  tails  to 
his  coat,  asking  me  one  day,  'if  Nelson, 
who  was  so  great  an  admiral,  punished 
severely,  or  not.' 

'  He  did,'  1  replied  :  '  he  never  made 
game  of  anything  excepting  his  own  blind- 
ness, and  he  knew  that  an  example  should 
be  such  that  people  would  fear  its  repeti- 
tion ;  but  he  was  never  cruel."  Now-a- 
days,  they  want  to  alter  all  this  :  they  teil 
us,  if  you  educate  tlie  men,  they  will  have 
a  more  honourable  feeling,  and  the  cat  may 
be  abolished.  Now,  as  I  liavesaid,  1  don't 
think  so.  As  to  education,  a  seaman  gets 
as  much  of  thtit  in  tlie  fo'^e-iop,  or  round 
the  galley  fire,  as  he  v.antb;  and  if  lie'b  a 
good  man,  he  never  need  fear  the  grating's, 
either  alive  or  dead  ;  and  if  h.e  is  one  wlio 
is  shuuing  his  eyes,  \\hen  it's  '  reef  lop- 
sails  '  on  a  cold  night,  why,  he  is  none  \.\\v. 
worse  for  being  warmed.  Th.-y  never  can 
do  wifiiout  it,  depend  upon  it.  'We  have 
got  rid  of  ;;11  the  tyrants, —and  we  have  had 
sijine  of  them,  and  then  came  mutinv  and 
murder  :  but  now,  such  things  can't  occur. 
Wlien  tliat  affair  did  take  place,  it  was  ail 
owing  to  a  parcel  of  sea-lawyers  and  chaps 
v.ho  used  :o  get  about  them  ai'.d  make  tPiem 
believe  tiie  nsischief  was  greater  than  it 
really  \saa. 


it  has  bei.'n  .ift-T  tiv  d'lty  wa-,  diiiv.' 
never  skull^'d.  :■■'.'  1  \<.'.\  oilr-rs  to  do  wli 
oiU'iit  to  iia'.r  (ii/iij  ;   a:i  ;  :.  ;'ioi;"h    tac 
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Tilt,    i,\U    <  '1-    •|'U1,    L(J\  V    S  ■:  .,■■■■. 

' 'y.\  Sl;,-.;(U.  .Sii'^ui,  lovely  de;,: . 
My  v()v.>  s  mil  evertrv.L-  reina.'.i  ; 
r.-ji  1110  kiss  off  that  fHllin,'  tcir.' 

It  \'.as  afl-- that  Ccvi-nha;;  a  aff;ir— aftor 
\^.'  iijd  i:\w-,  \\  the  I'rencii  v  ■••x.  to  th-  We-.t 
liidi':-,  aiifi  i\  aen  the  adati  ■ .'  gave  Uji  ti.e 
C'laiiii^nd  t(i  ('ornwa'lis,  iha'.  1  had  iim:  in 
loik  afMUt  uij  on  :J:or'.  Tae  lirst  tiiin  j  i 
did  wa;  to  write  \>  (.'rimji,  and  a-i;  ia.'!' 
al;:)i;t  my  .  .iMge.  ihc  trial,  and  ail  a!.'.- 
tii''  i-'.vl  u!  t'Uat  unuictisaiu  b;;~!iie';.-.  I!- 
told  III  ■  t'.c  (j!-ocoL'ds  of  the  house  wrr  ■  i- 
sunk  ;a  t;.'  a  ictionecr's  bi'l  and  hi-  i,.,,- 
an-  .!  .:,,_•.  ..-i^i  ;:  ,  -j^.  ntii-.i  <v"  ;.\-  ^ 
p.jiird  .  \\-;  :,  '■<  i  ••,  v  t,,  ..■cei\c  x.ia.i  I 
eal'.'d  i;p  I  I  ;i:,()i:;i^:-  ;.j:k  'a"  tiie  ^  an  I  '  n  m,i'-. 
in  ,■  p;.  I  ■  .  :!i  d  1  r'  ;::-.:;■>  Mu.  ;  ^,'v:iig  a 
p"''!'  ■"  1"    \i[)'..     <i  wi  1  ling  ap  .-  i  ;■■■;  fiuii'. 

luv  iti  i:w(i  that  I'l  tidings  iiad  i  \  ;r  iieer 
fMnvd  (!  Ti-kK',  t -:<::-;)ting  ti.al  l.ew^nt 
t'v  I  1  ;   ,;ib';\-  ;   but  o;  iiX  aiL  ;;■  li<':  tiiev  were 
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arms  and  looked  at   it,  as  much  as  to  say,    ! 
'You  shall  h.ave  some  sui^per  to-night,'  I 

I  got  to  the  place  where  I  was  to  sleep  all 
adrift  like.     I  never  thought  of  the  press- 
gangs,  not   I  ;    but   I   walked  about   like  a 
squirrel  in  a  cage,  going  round  and  round    | 
my  room  without  geinng  the  le;ast  ahead.        i 
The  next  luorning   I   got   to  Susan's  just    | 
as  the  man  came   to   t;iki;   her  aboard   the    I 
hulk  ;  and  I  went  with   her,  for  I  could  not    I 
leave  her.     She   said,    '  .^he  vva^  sure  th.a    i 
Tapes  would  not   outlive  the  day,  and  that    j 
then  she  should  be  a  lone  widow,  wiiliout  a    | 
farthing  in  the  universal  world.'     I  let  hi.:v    j 
go  on  without  interruption,  for  I  knew  it  d.id    ; 
her  good,  and  then  she  crird  and  wrung  her   j 
hands.     I'lri   sure  I   felt  more  sad   at   that   j 
moment  than  ever  I  did  before  or  since.  We   ' 
were    allowed    to    come   aluiigside,  and  I    i 
assisted    the  poor  creatun-   on   deck.     \V>"    ! 
found  Tapes  evidently  sinking  fast,  und  wi:li 
no  probability  of  ever  escriping  die  duntrooii 
in  which  he  had  flo;ved  a  pri^oiier.      W'li   r, 
he  gave  Susan  the  ]:'aper,  I  put  in  in)'  o:ir, 
and  said,  'Maybe   it's   for   your  broth':r  :it 
Exeter. 

Tapes  started,  and  Si.'Ciued  i  omivig  to  jif; 
again,    as  he   .said,    '  \'\'lio   ;uc    y:\\:       He    : 
looked  at  me  a  longwhile,  his  eyes  lan  over 
my  dress,  atid  ;-:i;(l,  '  No,  no,  it  cannot  be  1'    \ 
■Yts,     but    it    is,     A!.-.      i;n-(,:;,'    said     J.    ' 
'Crimp   v,i-.)te    ni'-   ;\n   :ii.:C()iii!'u    of  the  Ijad 
business,  you  know  ;  ana  I  w :is  not  the  one 
to  lei  cither  you  or  Susan  sir.!--,  without  lend- 
ing a  hand  to  bale  the  bc'.,,t   out.     Make    \ 
your  mind  easy,'  said  1  :    'you  have  broken    \ 
the  law  ot   the  land,   and  you    h  ive   been    ' 
iiuni:'hed  for  it  ;  that  lias  notlMng  to  lio  with 
ihe  ci'jen  list  up  aloft  b}'  which  we  sh.al!  al' 
i.c  mustered  ;   if  you  are  pretty  clear  ia  yma-    | 
heart  about  the  Ten  Commai  dmenl-,  )-u\\ 
are  all  right  enough,  —  they  don't   keep  any 
•X'count  of  run  spirits  ;  so  ii  vou  are  i,'u;i'  !:e  1 
now,   v.hal  does  it   tigi.ify?     I'll    l.i!  l;  <  ire 
of    r-'asan     and     the     young    ones,     thci\;- 
fore  keeDi:D  lo  the  last  like  a  brave  maa  ; 


hint 


Susan  had  thrown  herself  upon  her  knees 
by  the  bed-side  ;• — it  was  a  kind  of  stretcher 
wiiieh  they  had  placed  for  Tapes,  for  he 
was  so  weak  that  he  could  not  move.  She 
did  not  cry,  for  I  watched  her  ;  but  her  face 
was  pale  and  her  countenance  fixed ;  her 
lips  moved — she  was  praying. 

Tapes,  who  had  exerted  himself  to  speak, 
had  through  weakness  been  replaced  on 
Ills  pillow.  He  could  not  speak,  but  he 
grasped  her  hand  ;  his  lips  moved,  and 
Susan  leant  over  to  catch  the  sounds.  A 
kind  of  expression  of  pleasure  came  over 
her  poor  pale  face,  which  suddenly  turned 
lo  fear  :  she  started  up,  and  Tapes  was  a 
corpse  !  His  last  breath  had  reached  her 
cheek  ;  the  jaw  fell,  and  Susan  fell  across 
the  dead  body  of  her  former  husband  ! 

1  was  used  to  such  scenes.  I  have  sei-n 
hundreds  die  and  killed  :  but  then  there  was 
no  woman  y.)resent  ;  no  children,  with  '.l",eir 
little  e\"s  fitle'd  with  tears,  kneeling  roun.d 

the  de-';ih-bed. 

The  ether  convicts  had  been  landed  at 
the  dock-yard,  and  \ve  were  alone  in  the 
ward  when  the  surgeon  came.  He  sav/  in  a 
second  that  it  was  all  over,  and  that  he 
could  l;e  of  no  service  :  he  drew  me  aside 
■.W'A  said,  '  'I'ake  away  the  jjoor  creature  and 
her  children  as  soon  as  you  can,  or  the  men 
wiili;e  returning  to  dinniT  Iji.forcwe  remove 
the  eoip>e. ' 

'  Ay,  av,  sir,'  1  answered  :  and  w'len  he 
had  iefi  ihe  place,  I  took  Susan's  hand  from 
the  hand  of  her  husband,  and  pointed  to 
lier  cliiidren  still  kneeling  and  sobbing. 

'  For  their  sakes,  come  awn\-,'  I  said  ;  'ii 
is  all  over!  /Y/f  voice  h.as  been  obeyed, — 
:  "d,  Susan,  you  kr.ow  it  cannot  be  recalled  I 
I'lS  ;i:'/!e-,s  !;,  a';ing  out  tia- .-Ignal  of  ('i-.' 
ires^  aiien  'lo  one  c,in  afford  assistance- 
'he  colours  are  iialf-masl  now  !  Coree, 
Susan  ;'  ;uk!  I  u  ed  a  little  genflc  violence;'.' 
draw  her a\\ ay.  i  thoiiglit  1  -iiould liave  bitr-jt 
rightout  when  she  lilted  her  youngest  child — 
-he  had  tlirec-  -to  ki.-s  their  dead  father's 
incc.  iiul  i  did  ant  -  no,  dot  so  much  as 
I  d'i  tkjw  :  ;or  tin-  ^^';\■iel■  '.v',!,,  to  ijc  done, 
anii  tir-n  ii  i'.(>l  no  u-'to  failcr.    P.v  rleQrees 
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I.eii:i     •-!■'-■  ,    I,,.-    'r.oUII';-    !  1      I    :.    .-;.ip;M-i-   -i;,    li;-    lip 
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■!ea  of  I   ■aur;,  I.    :    i,  .      1  W'  ..i'-:  i.  ■'  ■  ■-  rli  -  \.      .  '  ;:  lre=i    fe  ;_  . .;    ti'.  e    ■■!  en'e,    mir' 

:  ;=ia  '  V,-  .,  -■    ,,i  bv  til-  51im11  I)i>'  vr  nai  ■  lii-r  timnie 
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curious  old  seil  out  of  his  de'^k,  .ind  he 
claps  his  own  s;i;n:il  on  the  letter,  sayin?;:, 
'  If  this  is  op',.'neJ  and  read,  I  stop  tiie 
money — do  you  understand  ?  If  you  keep 
the  Sfcret,  wliicli  1  dare  say  lias  been  en- 
trusted to  you,  you  sliall  never  want,  or 
your  wife,  or  her  children.  Now,  steer 
away,  and  don't  let  me  see  you  as^ain,  for 
you  Icnow  too  mueli  forme  to  lilce  yon.' 
So,  as  soon  as  f  Ii:id  pockeisd  t'ne  letter 
and  drunlc  his  health  in  c-jme  smug;Tl.;d 
LMnndy,  I  staered  hack  to  my  wife,  and 
made  her  happy  with  tin-  ne\vs. 


CHAl'niK  XXI. 


A  SAII.OJ^  S  VVI.UDING  J.( 


■  A  soldier  riiii!  a  sailor 
[I.^d  once  a  doubtful  strif"!,  sir, 
■|Vi  i)ri!;e  .t  maid  a  wife,  .-ir, 

\\  hose  n;iiiiL"  was  buxoai  I.'.in.' 

We  are  curjnns  cliajjs,  we  sailors,  in  ref;afd 
to  njarriagcs,  arid  inany's  the  one  I  lia\'o 
seen.  When  your  great  lords  and  gentle- 
men get  spliced,  tltey  make  signals  from 
the  hats  of  their  servants,  so  that  all  the 
world  may  know  of  the  event.  .\nil  we  do 
something  like  that  ;  for  if  a  foic-rop-man 
gets  splic 'd,  we  hang  some  ribbon  frcim  the 
topmast  stay  ;  if  a  g\mner,  ironi  th^  main 
stay  ;  and  then  we  sit  dowg  and  siay  long 
enough  over  our  grog  to  make  us  fo!;:,\  t 
ourselves.  So  w;- only  do  at  the  l)ci:ir,iihi:; 
what  others  \\ish  to  do  after  th  y  ww 
.spliced. 

1  remember  old  '\\.\\\  'cliie.g  me  cf  i;'s 
marriage;  but  I'm  b!"s  ed  if  I  ilon't  think 
Tom  had  ;is  miinv  wives  as  the  (u'and 
Tu;!;  ;  and  ii  ihi-  I'luk  ''Dt  rid  of  them  by 
^.'■I^!in;;  \'<\::-v.  airifl  n:i  ilv  '-(■:!,  Tom  v.nt 
ilie  o:lier  way  to  v.n-k,  for  li-;  \'.iiit  ndrift 
liim-.elt  ;  ;nid,  lis  hi-  u  -d  to  siy,  •  li-;  s'uju  od 
lii.  c'<l(,u:  ^  ;ind  p:ii!-d  roi.Kiany. '  !!;■  t-,ld 
me  till-  foilov'.in"  \ani.  uh;<li  !  c'p.ii  in  1,  :e 
out  of  its  |<l;iei',    jiu;  b'f  Ml  ,'■  ii   i>!v  i  ,r^  lU'', 

'  It  wai  afti-i^  the  1)  Mil  •  ci'  Tiafd';'-.' 
Tun'  'O'-gan,  wlun  ivr  ni'-t,    n -,  v>ill    li-  n 

•;'i- ■  ifur,  ai'.tl  uh"n  I  lind  io--\i'|-i  d  m\  :••  •■ 
,a],  :-.;,l  r.nehc-cd  ior  life;  '  1  ha  1  ;;ul  :  ly 
liini)-,  .;(■(■(>;. hi',';  to  ih  ■  ('  -cr'ii.'iion  !  i  1:  , 
and  wiicn  th^  II  ct  had  ariiX'-d  at  Spill'''  '"':. 
for  I  heIon'_^e:l  \n  the  A'/  )■,//  S  :\'rr::'ir.  1  ii  nl 
liberty  to  go  on    Jh.m.;  fMrt'ii-;'  :  (i;i.  ;. 

'The  girls  '.ven-  all  lor  llv  s:iii,,i'<  ih-'i. 
A  soldier  mi  ;hl  havi-  :  Mmux'd  ali^nt  h.s 
regulation  stcji,  or  stoml  nnr.n  one  ie:;  ;  er- 
forming  the  gn(is"-M(']>,  hi,.'  a  il  uningo  in 
South  America-  -he  miidit  have  r:i]'!.a.-d 
ab'Ut  tlie  Point  in  Viis'.\lrt"  in-r-ili"^  a.nd 
!'';eings,   liib   li  l_-^^'■..ti'le."C'-i    luT'  — lad  ta'l  ^ 


until  he  d;mccd  the  cr'at  off  his  back— be 
fore  ai;y  one  of  the  craft  would  iiave  looked 
at  !iim. 

'  Of  course,  when  we  got  on  shore,  the  first 
thing  we  did  was  to  steer  to  the  back  of  the 
Point,  and  make  40  the  leeway  of  our  spirit- 
room.  It  is  all  right  enough  having  an  allow- 
ance on  board  ship,  but  it  nevcrdoesonshore. 
To  tell  a  man  not  to  get  drurik,  is  like  say- 
ing to  a  drowning  man,  "PJou't  drink  salt- 
water." There  we  w^re  just  as  happy  as 
lorils — we  drank  like  lish-.-s  to  th.e  glory  of  thi> 
Victory  ;  and  as  long  as  we  could  keep  our 
mouths  abuvc  water,  we  drank  and  cheen  d, 
and  sang,  until  we  began  to  dance  to  tin; 
penn'orth  of  tune  oid  Catgut  was  pleased  to 
play. 

'  Well,  ^ve  had  lots  of  women  in  com- 
pany ;  atid  amongst  these  was  one  Betsy 
Matson,  a  round,  plu.mp-looking  rcsy-fnced 
girl,  who  had  always  a  smile  upon  her  face, 
and  showed,  when  h'er  little  red  lips  wi^r,- 
opened,  as  white  a  set  of  head-rails  as  anv 
ship  in  the  navy.  Directly  I  saw  her,  1  felt 
my  heart  soniriiow  sicl.'.cn — it  was  just  as 
unpleasant  a  feeling  as  the  the  first  cut  of 
the  cat.  I  nearly  turned  sick,  and  w;is 
struck  all  of  a  heap. 

'"Ma'am,"  ^:\y\  1,  "will  you  dance  ;i 
step  with  me  ?" 

'"Yes,  siii-cly,"  slie  an^v.ered  ;  and  up 
we  stood  for  a  "tf  p.  1  steered  riitiier  wild  ; 
for  every  now  and  llien,  as  we  were  navigat- 
ing in  and  out  in  th,e  re  -1,  I  ran  foul  of  my 
jTi.tner:  Mie  al\\.\s  smiled  so  good-na- 
turedly, tliat  ■-'. h'ui  \'.e  hadfinishtd,  I  thought 
it  was  all  proper  to  >ihow  my  fondness  ;  so 
I  iust  pm  my  ;u"!u  ro'ia.'l  h.er  waist,  anfl  f 
gave  lua'  \\  hi  s  :  \'.i:eii  a  deeeiit-looking 
ehaji  of  a  ^oldi''-'  i^.-.vc^  \ny\  ano'h.er  kind  (h 
a  ship,  ni-,d,  "  Siai'M'.  '  said  lu%  "  not  so  free 
till  bi'tter  aefii:,' ''i:"il  i  1  love  th:U  youii;; 
woman,  ;tnd  ;:  'itiu  :■  \  ou  r.or  anv  ^nher  ui.in 
shall  hi  s  v.,;-.- 

'  It  was  .  Me  r  'it 
ai;d  as  it  wa-  'nil', 
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for  Ti'af  tigar 

"  W  '-1,  iii,.'a'ii.  "  "lid  I,  "  it's  a  stand  e;i 
li',!:t  !'  1- a  -ood  p:i/".  My  hand  is  yeai:' -  ; 
1  love  \o:i  ii'om  th,"  bottom  of  my  he.o't, 
1'.  I  ',."  ;-'o  I  hitch", i  up  my  ti'ou  ,  :'  , 
sOitaS'd  (III  lav  l'-;.,  !;,i\'i'  her  a  squint  of 
til  '  "\"  ai  '!  a  lai",  :'a  <.f  the  liaial,  ami  ^ays 
I,  "  il'-,  ;io,t  d,,!!;  d'opiriil,  who  h.is  been 
1  ■iei!i;"i';r",  a'.',  ',\-  uidi  two-an'itlarl)'  poun- 
ds';'- ,"'.  fcair  .'hios  ;i.t  once-  — ^or  \oiiknow, 
P,.  II,  ','.1  laid  I^our  on  ih.e  .S,/;,',-/-, /,•■//  at  on(; 
lini''--  '.ho  is  :i-:;oing  to  strike  las  fla.g  or 
iI^jWt.-^^  his  co'ours  ito    I'lv  .-trl)  h'-i'aig  lyak- 


A-    i.  ,   1    |,'.- 

s).  Ji  i!..-:r 


Ij.: 


■  ii^v  LKACt., 


'  I'hat  speecii  ot  J  ones  s  quite  flabber- 
gasted his  worsliip.  tor  says  he — "Oh!  I 
perceive  tliis  d;stiubance  arose  out  ol'  a 
press-gan  J  wanting  to  press  a  soldier,  who 
was  regaling  himself  with  tobacco  and 
grog,  ;ind  who  was  a  little  in  liquor  and  niis- 
u)ok  ilic  men  I'or  Frenchmen — so  he  f.seJ 
Ills  ri.iiis,  and  was  assisted  by  the  master  of 
the  inn." 

'  After  liammeriiig  nv,  ay  at  tlie  drum-head 
of  liis  worship's  ear,  lie  was  made  at  length 
to  understand  tlie  whole  business  ;  but  to 
lock  up  sailors  then  was  no  joke-  so  he  gave 
U5  some  advice,  just  tiie  same  as  tiie 
captain  used  to  give  i).:'iove  he  ijunish^'d  us 
for  being  drunk — and  finulied  ijy  saying  he 
dismissed  us.  "  Now  go  along,"  said  he, 
''and  be  quiet,  my  men — here's  five  shiUings 
to  drink  the  King's  liealtli."  Upon  wliicli 
Bill  called  out — "  I'iiree  cliecrs,  lads,  for  his 
\vor.:.hip  !"  and  in  spite  of  some  nsutinous 
rascals — those  chaps  wiio  liad  S!o:cn  u-  away 
from  ourselves  -we  did  just  as  he  lia  i  told 
us,  kept  quite  quiet  itiid  drank  the  Is.iag's 
heaih  ;  roaring  otit,  "  Long  j;;e  to  his  wor- 
.sliii)  and  bad  Iiu.'k  to  his  ciiri:  !"  but  bi'ing 
(juite  orderly  antl  soi/i.-r,  excepting  when  we 
got  one  of  the  con.->tables  to  drink  wU'ii  us  : 
tii',-n  we  sat  down  in  a  circle  and  i)'..:yed 
^.vji',  and  I'm  ijles-ed  if  we  did  no:  s^rve 
h  ni  nut  for  chtppmg  us  under  an  am  t  t'ne 
mgiil  befoi-e  ;  lie  ne\'er  liaii  such  a  roastiisg 
Le,i,>re  m  his  precious  iiiC. 

'Away  we  stfCi-ed  for  the  'i'iiree  j'oliy 
Sailors,  and  th(;re  we  found  P>  t^y,  i  \;or 
dear  Utile  sot.l  !  siie  li/.ci  taken  oni'  in-irn:; 
capiurcd  so  nuteh  lo  heu't,  ti'.at  sii-  .lai  the 
soldier  contrivrd  lo  d^irJL  a  sulii'-i'  nl  q',,;a- 
lilv  to  forget  car  ndsfoiimv.' ;.  'i  ia;  -oidier 
\\,ir  ;iil  abro  id,  but  I'rt-y  cou!  i  juat  iiave 
seen  a  lk)le  tiiroiii;h  a  gialme". 

■••  W.iu-y     said    I,    ■''   i!i-v-  lare    am    1, 


:idi 


--at  1. 


And,  IjOrd  love  you,  IJetsy!  who  do  yoLi 
think  would  marry  a  soldier  in  these  times? 
chaps  that  stand  in  boxes  half  the  niglit  with 
a  musket  over  tlieir  shoulders.  And  ilien  to 
think  that  they  are  made  to  \\alk  about,  all 
to  put  their  feet  down  at  the  same  time  !  I 
slnjiild  like  to  see  the  drill-sergt;ant,  and  be 
d-d  to  him  !  who  could  put  liis  feet  down 
this  fashion."  And  fortliwith  I  tipped  them 
ilie  double-shuffle  and  fling — clapped  my 
iiat — my  neat  little  round  hat — on  one  side 
of  my  head,  and  gave  stich  a  twirl  that  my 
tail  came  before  my  face.  "'I'ljerel"  said 
1.  as  1  stood  upon  i.ne  b  g  iikii  the  adjutant- 
bird,  and  cl  .('ip -d  ir.-'j-  k:t  arm  akimiio — 
"let's  see  ilie  Mjldier  thnt  evrr  walkcfl  a 
))avade  do  that  in  time,  .and  my  name's  not 
Tom  Toprail.  So  now,  Detsy,  none  of 
your  coming  Corporal  Sly  over  me  !" 

'  She  was  a  lovely  craft  :  she  clapped  her 
head-gear  like  cork-crews  all  down  her 
pretty  face  :  and  then  her  eyes  !  why  site 
looked  right  through  one! — and  such  head- 
rails — my  eyes  ! — and  then  her  lips — whew  ! 
Vvhat  ;i  kiss  I  gave  htr  !  .She  was,  every 
incli  of  her,  cut  out  for  a.  seaman's  vvife,  and 
slie  ljeiia\ed  like  ti  woinaii —  she  said  "Yes," 
and  uedrnnlc  her  healiii  wiiii  liirce  cheers  ; 
file  old  fi:iriier  struck  up  ".Moll  in  the 
A'\';;d,''  and  iie  never  p'a_\  ed  wltii  more  lifi- 
aiifl  spirit  before. 

'  It  WIS  ail  settled,  ali  agreed  ;  so  I  took 
a;id  .N]ew<'d  iicr  routici,  arid  never  in  my 
Ivjfn  (.a'.s  did  1  see  a  n"ater-cut  crait  from 
sifiii  tij  stern.  She  cut  off  a  small  piece  of 
l;;e  lo',v-iop,e  of  my  liead  ;  and  leaving  her 
LO  i)ou-e  ii.'r  own  jiii  n\i  as  taut  as  she 
ci.o-'-,  1  \s'er,t  <,at  to  lo jIc  for  a  iawver  and 
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BEN  BRACE. 


sat  down  for  a  jollification.  Betsy  was  now 
a  little  less  the  worse  for  liquor  than  before, 
and  I  wanted  her  to  take  another  glaso,  be- 
cause 1  thought,  poor  girl,  what  she  must 
feel  at  the  thoughts  of  leaving  the  soldier, 
and  all  her  friends,  to  live  abroad  with  nie 
when  the  ship  was  in  harbour. 

'"  No,"  says  she,  "no  more,  my  dear 
Tom  ;  but  I'm  thinking  we  had  better  go 
and  get  me  some  new  ribbons  for  to- 
morrow ;  you  see,  mine  are  none  the  cleaner 
for  last  night's  business  ;  besides,  you  knov,' 
that  I  must  look  clean  and  tidy,  or  I  shall 
not  be  much  credit  to  one  of  the  Sovciri^t/'s 
crew." 

'  "  That's  all  as  it  should  be,  Betsy."  said 
I  ;  "1  like  a  tidy  craft  ;  so  up  anclior,  and 
away  we  go.  Biil  Jones  will  give  you  a 
rowlock  for  your  larboard  oar ;  and  here's 
mine  for  the  other."  So  out  we  bolted,  and 
sailed  up  the  street  in  search  of  a  sliop. 
Betsy  knew  tlie  navigation  well ;  althougii, 
before  long,  we  had  contrived  to  run  foul  of 
a  number  of  shore-going  lubbers — for 
though  we  understood  the  sailing  orders, 
"Ships  on  the  starboard  tack  to  keep  their 
wind,  and  those  on  the  larboard  tack  to 
Lear  up,"  yet  they  knew  nothing  of  nri\i- 
gation,  and  were  with  every  flaw  of  wind 
sailing  riglit  athwart  us.  Everybody  looked 
at  us  ;  every  one  knew-  we  belonged  to 
C'ollingwood's  ship,  and  certaiidy  never  was 
tliere  more  respectful  behavjoiu'  like,  fo!' 
they  all  tried  to  get  out  of  our  way  ;  aiid  as 
we  were  trying  to  do  tlie  same,  we  f  fll  foul 
of  one  another.  Betsy  wanted  some  red 
ribbons;  but  I  said,  "  No,  you  shan't  carry 
any  false  colours  ! — true  blue  never  stains.  ' 
So  I  made  her  clap  on  a  blue  ribbon  in  the 
cap  and  round  her  dear  little  chess-trees, 
and  bought  a  pair  of  Ijlue  shoes,  af'ci'  she 
had  festooned  some  blue  ribbon  round  tiie 
Ijottom  of  hi;r  dress.  .'Ml  \.\v.>  being  done.  1 
ni.'ide  sail  back  to  the  Jolly  .Sailors,  and  li.id 
a  regular  sAwiv  before  wc  tui-ned  in.  There 
was  tlaneing,  v.nd  drinking,  :-:nd  ki.-sing  the 
bride  ;  such  e!iee:-irig,  and  singing,  :;i";d 
tidd'ihg.  tliai  ll.e  lil.e  was  i;e\er  seen  ;  and 
wh.en  I  laiiH'd  ,;m.:  ,;  .  ,,,.-^-i  ,,,,);  ■i;-ir,  ir,v 
head  VwU  :  ,;i  n:,e     !  ',■■  :!  ]>.  v':    |i'-"-iii;) 

'  Well,  v  eie.e  iv.l  ;;!]  1;,..,,;;  ,,:  ■,  ;  .■ 
eight  o'cluci.  ,  :,.]u\  I'll  tell  \'-n  in,-,  ^  -  :  r 
abou.    it;   never    \.'S    i'le'.-    -e.  h    .i    1,.   ',   :■. 

PertsniOUtll   sine"   llle   liv.^l    ,\  ,\-    s.iji.e--    ■,       ;i. 

ni.id-s  nill  and  1.  enf!  sunr  ni  ,■'■,  \  ,  ;, 
ai;  •  u  n-e.d,  Ireni  lin'  ninst  li-ad  il,\.i' 
ward-  :    and   MeL-v  Linked  a    re-uiar     :^:---;, 

It  ^■.a  -  n'll  ;i-!,i  |,„-  , ■!,;;;■,,  sia'h  :;  ,'  u  ■, 
belonging  n.  dr-    .'<-.;    re/,;//,    to    b.     m.,oied 

enureii  witii  th-n-  suii-  ni'm.,  and  st'inii  all 
nttenlioil  be,'e,:e  lee  1 1  i ,-  e,.  h  is  :  :'  \',ell 
e;...U:;h    tor  tlleni     to     teddl,'    ,,m     i.„,t    ;    i   ,;»     I 

^^,;-  not  a-going  to  Mhn-'.:>'  e  i  -e,  ■  ulu-.- 
tli.it    la:,hioa.     So,    f;r:  t    <>:    a/il.    1    z.,e   ;    ;,  d 


my  shipmates,  and  then  set  about  the  order 
of  sailing.  We  were  twelve  belonging  to 
the  Suvereign ,  and  Betsy  had  si.\  belonging 
to  her,  to  sail  in  her  wake.  They  were  all 
dressed  alike,  but  Betsy  was  worth  them  all. 
We  were  to  be  spliced  at  ten,  and  we  had 
only  two  hours  to  get  the  convoy  together. 

'  I  felt  my  pockets — my  money  was  safe  ; 
and  I  was  up  to  the  mark  to  do  the  thing 
like  a  good  mi.  .So  1  ordered  all  the 
coaches  I  could  find.  I  got  together  si.x 
decent-looking  art:e;..-s,  and  w-e  clajjped  our 
colours  at  the  mast-head  of  the  coachman. 
Some  one  said,  tliey  ought  to  be  white  ;  and 
f  think  it  was  old  Drinkhard  the  landlord  ; 
but  Bill,  who  had  just  taken  a  glass  to  the 
success  of  tlie  day,  shoved  his  fist  in  the  old 
fellow's  mouth  ;  and  sa^'s  he,  "White  !  vehy, 
you  fool,  do  you  think  we  are  a  going  to 
show  a  fiag  of  truce  to  tlio  parson  ?  .No, 
no  ;  blue's  our  colour  ;  and  if  we  go  all  fair 
and  above-board,  that's  only  w  hat  we  ough.t 
to  do  ;  so  up  with  the  blue  at  the  main  ;"-- 
and  we  shoved  large  cockades  into  tlieh;-.ts, 
and  made  the  horse-whippers  show  another 
from  the  breastwork  of  their  button-holes. 

'  Of  course,  bringing  all  the  vehicles 
togeliier  in  this  manner  made  a  bit  of  a 
stir  amongst  the  folks  about  the  Point  ;  and 
they  had  time  enough  to  reconnoilre  onr 
foree  for  when  we  got  the  carriages  in 
line,  as  we  intended  to  start,  we  hove  about 
for  a  goo'd  swig  to  the  lionour  of  tiie  bride  ; 
;inrl  iii  (  r,ler  to  kecj'i  up  the  hearts  of  tb( 
women,  v.e  m;;dc  them  hoist  in  enough  to 
f:il  their  spiritaooms.  Well,  time  v.ent  on, 
and  a  ciuartcr  lo  te'ii  came.  "  Ne.w',"  says 
Bill,  "  he.-tve  and  a,  weigh,  my  kids;  rnn! 
come,  stick  on  tiie  colours,  and  hurra! i 
alo  t  !"  So  up  1  jinnpi'd,  and  handed  Bets' 
into  the  cabin  of  the  eoa.eh  with  tliree   more 
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back;  "and  mind,  do  you  hear?  'Victualled 
on  board  liie  day  discharged  !'  " 

'  "  Coiiieon  deck  here,"  said  Bill  ;  "  and, 
do  you  hear?  turn  to  and  dance  us  a  horn- 
pijie  as  we  go  along.  Strike  up,  old  Scrape- 
linrd  !  and  tip  us  your  best  hornpipe  ;  and, 
squadron,  make  sail  !" 

'  In  a  short  time  we  liad  got  oft"  the  liar- 
bour  and  were  unlading  tlie  cargo,  wlicn 
joe  came  along,  going  alioiii  fourtc'-n 
knots,  his  tiiler-ropes  lo-^t,  and  liis  sliip 
running  away  with  liiai. 

'  "  Shorten  sail,"  said  Bill,  "  or  you'll  be 
aboard  the  church. " 

'  "  Lull",  Joe,  luff,  and  weather  it,"  said  f. 
"  My  eyes  !  tiiere  lie  goes,  rigiit  end  on  !" 
and  tlown  c;iuie  the  liorses,  pitching  Joe 
over  the  bows. 

'  Nothing  ever  hurt  his  health  but  going 
without  his  grog.  He  was  up  in  a  moment, 
.aid  reported  tiiat  liis  ship  was  wrecked,  iier 
stem-piece  stove  in,  and  tliat  .^iie  was  bilg'd 
and  lying  over  un  her  starboard  side,  'liie 
crew  were  all  safe,  and  we  ]3rej3ared  to  (.Tiler 
the  harbour.  I  caught  hold  of  Betsy  by  tlie 
Hipper ;  and  Bill  w.is  behind  w  ith  Moll 
Uavis.  .She  was  rather  tiie  wor.se  for  her 
allowance  in  tlie  morning,  and  v.otiKI  sing, 
although  a  chap  who  said  he  was  a  clerk  in 
the  establishment  tried  to  stop  Iier. 

'"To  the  devil  wid  you!"  said  Moll 
Davis.  '•  ] Jo  you  think,  you  bLick  l'K,i]<in<j 
raven,  that  I  won't  sing  a  song  on  tlie  day 
of  Betsy's  marriage  ?"  And  .-,ne  set  off  at 
the  top  of  her  voici',  which  was  ratiier  linck 
and  hoarve  than  otherwise,  and  she  be-liow.-d 
out  something  about  a  "  sweet  Willi  Lii>." 
Now  it  so  tttrned  out  that  WMiiani  w.as  tl.it 
name  of  the  .coldier  ;  and  iv-tsy,  thlni^ing  it 
wasmeant  for  a  shot  at  her,  tin  ned  lonnd  and 
whipped  oft"  the  ribbon  from  her  bonnet  in  a 
trice.  1  canwht  hold  of  Betsy  by  tiie  arm, 
and  Bill  Ivid  Moll  Davis,  or  we  slioiild 
liave  iiaii  a  hght  before  marriage,  fcr  all 
the  otii'-r  woir.'Mi  rushed  up  to  lake  Betsy's 
part,  i;xe''|it  one  (  r  twf),  wlio  alvvuvs  i!lc''d  a 
tight,  and  t '."ri-'rjre  t.iol;  tlie  v.'-.i  ';  t  sid'- hi 
order  to  m:.ke  sure  e^f  oi"-.  'i  hi~.  t)roni;iit 
lis  all  to  our  riM-,oi;,-,  ;ind  we  v.aiiieil  into 
the  cliurch  .ir,  fpaet  and  ,r>  orderly  a.-,  njcn 
.-it  a  fimeral. 

'  W'eli,  we  \\ere  ri'l  K.iejed  oiie  a'ui\!; -ide 
of  each  other  round  -oiU'-  raikweik,  ai-ide 
ijf  wjiieh  st')od  thi'  iiiirson  :  end  in;  souii 
be; -m  to  re  ,(i  sf'metlung,  wiiii:li  P'aie  nf  lis 
.--i''iiii  •:  lu  err  ler-fand,  aadi  !:,■  in./ki-d  mi- 
full  in  li.c  ::,ee  witii  oni,-  eye.  anc  :  aid  he, 
"Will  \.)ii  ii;i\'e  this  \',-onian  to  h^:  tiiv 
wedded  war  .'"  ?\mw  ili,.  ]);\rson  xjuinti  tl 
a  l)it  wall  the  relic:,  :,nd  1  ihoagla  Ins  eve. 
which  we.s  Iwdldiig-  tow.irds  las  stiuimard 
ear,  was  ujjon  Moi-  i  \:.\\--,  ,  -..ud  ,,s  1  undcr- 
sti'od  the  words  to  nicL.i.  x^lv-tn  r  I  woaid 
take  Moll  Davis  to  my  w.-dded  wife,  and 
iliou;.,ht  tiial  thi-  wa-  .i  k'-^a  i,f  ;i.;  :;;:i^r 
pi;ae.'  after  the  war,  i  aUj\,^.eJ,   "  f  ■e;l,;i''!y 


not,  sir  ;  she's  abused  her  shamefully,  and 
v.iien  this  is  over  she  may  bo.x  her  trotters 
wliere  she  li!;e3."  Bill  cut  in,  and  said  he, 
"  1  think  Tom  is  riglit  ;  for  she  had  no 
Inisiness  to  sing  what  she  did."  And  Betsy 
baid,  "No,  your  reverence;  she  shan  t 
conic  to  me." 

'  'i"he  clerk  began  to  say  something  ;  but 

Bill  soon  stopped  him  by  saying,  "  Avaust 

h.Mving,   young    man  !    hadn't    you   better 

j    t;,!:e  a  reef  in  your  jawing-tacks,  ;ind  double 

your  distance  ?" 

'  Tiie  clergyman  explained  wliat  it  meant, 
and  he  asked  me  again  :   "  Certainly,  sir," 
said  1  ;  "I  come  here  Itir  that  same  purpose. " 
'  "  You  must  say,"  said  the  clerk,  "  I  will." 
I         '  "  Cerlaiiilv  !'  said  I. 
I         '  "  Tiiat  W'On't  do,"  continued   the   devil- 
dodger  ;  "  you  must  .'a\'  only,  /  null." 
I        '  "/  will,"   savs   1  ;   "and   now   I   hope 
j    you  are  satisfied." 

'  We  got  tlirough  the  business  in  about  a 
quarter  of  an  iiour  ;  and  we  wei'e  then  taken 
back  inio  ;i  room  to  sign  our  names. 

'  Weil,  I  never  couid  write,  for  I  never 
had  no  edticatieai  like  ;  so  I  elapiied  a  cross, 
such  as  we  \\v.\\w.  to  the  paper  about  the 
prizoagents.  \\'eli,  Jjctsy  could  not  write, 
so  she  stuck  anotlier.  'J'hen  iliey  told  liill 
he  must  witness  ir,  and  he  couldn't  wrde 
either  :  and  then  Moll  Da\  is  made  her 
niarlc,  wliieh  was  a  large  bkick  blot  on  the 
iiook  ;  for  she  was  then  all  noiiow,  and 
(tabbed  (low  n  the  pen,  and  liien  shoved  it 
a  nwtirt  die'  clerk's  niu/./,h;.  Bat  the  best  of 
ai!  w.is  Ijil!  w'hen  he  heard  tlie  little  chap 
in  black  a~k  for  a  fee  : 

'"Wlia.i's  that?"  -.ai.l  liill;  '•  I  never 
heard  liiat  n'cur.ir  befoi'e." 

'"It's  laoiiey  I  vva.ni,"  said  tlie  clerk: 
"  any  li',  :!e  gift--a  ero\sii  or  so." 

'"Take  tint  upon  your  cmwai,"  said 
]-'.ii!  ;  and  he  j.i;i  the  eierk's  ii.il  on,  aiirj 
giving  ii  ■•at;  v.ip.  Ikiiiened  in  the  jili-^heet, 
and  oniy  left  the  moudi  an-l  chin  to  ijesueu. 
'"Now  ;i'en,"s,u;l  1,  as'ler  .i.l  hands  iiad 
iii-scd  B'-tsy,  '■  iha  ■i'vii  l,d;a  ih-  hindni:_.;.t, 
aad  let's  have  a  ride  round  the  town.  -And, 
i"  I'haji-.''  'Slid  f  n  specti'iiliy — "p(;iliaps 
\'  >i::"  wor^liip  \v'ill  come  willi  us? — we  won't 
sM'.v  vou  in  till;  caiiin  ;  you  sliall  be  up  aloft 
ainong-t  ti)(?  s^  a.iaen  mi  tiie  quarter-deck, 
■,'.  a'-c  \  un  can  see  th''  ship  is  jiroperly 
work. ■.'.■."  And  I  am  hle>sed  if  I  dan''t 
'iliak  i.a  (Iu)U:;iil  Wi:  wtae  g'Jmg  to  pri-ss 
h.aa  :  for  a  ■  ..hi.-iai  d  off,  leaving  his  <a  'rk 
io  s  'r  us  o;T. 

'  No  sooiu-r  was  iia'  gone,  tiain  v'.\i-  i:  tie 
hi  a'-;  fialow  fulio'Aed  Ui  out,  and  ir'  ai  lo 
s:  •,  :a,iaalhia;s  <iuiie  di.-resp  cll'ul  K.  iiiil  , 
\'.i.')  quiady  lurnei  nnmd,  took  ^w-  little 
chap  un'a;r  his  arm,  and  cla!>i":d  hini  in 
aaiOMc-a  Piia  women.  They  bai;an  to  play 
''nona  of  my  ciu'ld,"  and  siK.ved  ram  about 
from  1  '•..  .,,  aiiQiii('r,  uiuil,  as  w-  wan'  sail- 
in.;    a.'cai"'    a.r  a    ''ood    ra:.',    tea   ooor   tlev.' 
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danger  from  their  enemy.  But  just  cow 
them  at  first — just,  as  we  say,  take  tlie  shine 
out  of  them — and  wiien  they  turn  round  to 
run,  freshen  their  way  a  little  by  a  few 
raking  shots,  and  they  never  will  face  about 
again.  Now  here  they  are  very  unlike  tlie 
Spaniard  ;  you  can't  get  him  to  go  forward 
so  easily  :  but  clap  him  ijchind  astone-wal), 
and  there  he'll  remain  feasting  upon  garlic, 
.smoking  tobacco,  and  just  as  difncult  to  be 
killed  as  a  badger  in  a  hole.  On  sea  or  on 
shore  Frenchmen  are  tlie  same.  If  they 
can  face  you  well  at  first,  tliey  will  give  you 
plenty  of  trouble  ;  if  you  can  oiitfice  tlieni, 
they  are  done.  When  once  one  flag  cum 'S 
down,  they  send  ciiaps  to  the  signal  lialyanls 
in  every  ship  of  tlie  fleet. 

After  our  arrival  at  Portsmouth,  Vv'e  went 
to  jMerton.  5/^-'  was  there,  ns  lovely  as  ever. 
She  received  him  ;  she  loved  liim,  she  iievci- 
lost  sight  of  him  ;  and  when  he  used  to  get 
melancholy  and  walk  in  the  garden,  m^.  if  to 
avoid  everybody  and  talk  to  himself,  she- 
used  to  meet  him ;  and  then  lie  v.as  no 
more  of  an  admiral  than  I  am  ;  his  flag  wns 
struck  before  a  sliot  was  fired,  and  he  was 
walked  off  like  a  ship  into  an  enemy's  ])oii. 
I  used  to  be  fond  of  gardening — tint  i<, 
taking  up  the  weeds  and  \\ate:iiig  t!;e 
flowers;  it's  like  flogging  the  skulker  ;;;el 
rewarding  the  good  man.  To  be  sure-,  1  fh;l 
not  know  mueli  a'uout  tlie  tiling;  Init  it 
kept  nie  employed  ;  and  wivn  a  man  is 
cnijjloyed,  he  keeps  out  of  mischiief. 

Nelson  did  not  like  this  shore  going  life  : 
he  would  start  up  and  \N;ilk  round  ai-.d 
round  the  walks  of  the  garden,  witli-eii 
.stopping,  for  liours.  He  put  me  in  mind  ul 
that  curious  little  creature  the  armadi'lu. 
who  goes  round  and  round,  lilce  a  coep'-r 
round  .-.•jask,  and  seems  never  to  g<'t  tired. 

I  was  ,-it  woik  as  iisujl,  when  1  heeru 
them  coming  along.  Ne-lson  v,;i;  tdkiiie; 
about  his  unsuceessful  se;i.reh  after  111  : 
l''rench  fieei  when  we  \\-(-iit  to  ih-  W'eei 
Indies;  and  slie  was  (omforting  him,  a-d 
telling  him  th,-xt  he  would  y(-t  have  t'  a; 
fleet,  .and  th,-it  hi-  would  letni-n  to  /-t 
victorious.  1  e.inld  '  -e  tiieni  plainl-.e 
Nelson  h;id  t -.i'-  in  hi,  e\es  when  ),.. 
looked  ;it  this  beeutirul  e:-.-;(iui-i-,  and  s,"'l 
he,  '  lirave  lemme  good  l-'.nnn;i  !  if  lie  ■■- 
were  more  l:iniin,e-.,  theie  v.i.uM  be  m.,,.- 
Nelsons.' 

I  d'int  know-  how  it  is.  bnl  it  <  ■■  -o  ;  I'l- 
gre.Uer  ;.  niin  is,  th;-  inun'  .m;-;-  ),,.  j,  i,,  |.. 
C(MK|Ui-|-ed  l,v  wnineii.  I  never  s  e.v  :i  to;-e- 
nia.it  man,  win.  w:is  kno-,\  n  in  tl)>-  -el|).  .-eel 
a  brave  str.iightdMrwnrd  fellow--,  lliet  li;el 
not  si.v  wive.i. 

It  was  on  the  i  :;lh  S.-jili-ndjer,  i8o-,  thei! 
w-e  left  Merton  again.  The  e- inini;ind  eif  th.- 
fleet  had  been  gi\(-n  to  Nel:.!vn,  nnd  1  \',e^ 
despatclied  early  in  the-  morning  tu  I'oit-- 
niouth  to  set  tlie  cabin  to  right--,  eo  thiit  I 
did  not  see  the  last  partin;:  beiw-en  Ve;    •  , 


and  lier  ;  but  I  heard  afterwards  that  he 
had  some  slight  jog  on  the  elbow  that  he 
might  not  come  back  again.  I  got  on 
board  ;  and  the  next  morning  you  might 
ha\..t  seen  me  with  my  round  jacket  and 
(Jr.  rnsc}',  all  a-taunto,  and  stuck  up  as 
sti.'f  as  a  midshipman  on  half-pay  steering 
the  barge  to  Sally  Port. 

I  have  seen  many  a  sight  in  my  born 
days — I  saw  the  King  and  all  Naples  eonre 
out  to  see  Nelson  ;  but  Pm  blessed  if  ever 
1  remember  to  have  seen  such  a  siglit  as  I 
saw  on  tlie  14th  .September.  Every  man 
and  boy  of  Portsmoutli— and  a  precious 
gang  tliey  were,  for  there  was  every  nie.n 
from  the  niuvor  to  the  sweeper,  and  everv 
woman,  frc^ni  t':-e  I.indiady  c)t  the  l''o;;ritain 
to  .Sal  from  the  back  of  the  Point — all 
mustered  in  the  streets  and  along  the  jjara- 
pets  to  see  him  off.  Some  of  t'hem  knell 
flown  for  his  blessing,  and  others  blubbered 
like  boiling  lobsters  ;  many  held  up  their 
hands  aloft  ;  and  never  yet,  since  England 
was  England,  was  there  ever  such  a  sight 
seen.  We  have  had  men  as  great  as 
Ni-lson — and  one  now  living,  God  bless 
him  — who  have  done  their  duty  to  their 
king'  and  their  country  ;  and  we  have  seen 
them  elicered — ay,  and  ihcy  ought  always 
t-.)  have  been  cheered.  I  remember,  when 
Nelson  lay  wound'd  in  his  bed  in  Bond 
.'^Ire'-;,  a.'^ter  the  busiaes:.  of  Teneriffo,  and 
the  mol)  came  to  nuike  him  light  up  his 
w-iiid(er,-s,  when  tliey  hc.ird  it  was  Nelson, 
inst -ad  oi'  following  their  old  pianks,  thev 
gave  three  cheers,  and   left  him  to  sleep  iii 

(jlliet. 

\\"e  sailed  from  Spide-;.,!.  T  think  1  see 
the  '-lii[)  under  weigh  no-.\-.  Wi-sioul  oiil 
iinde!'  e.isy  can\-as,  fir  tliLi-e  \\e!-e  .':)-aie 
sho;-;-d)oals  a!e)n!.;sid'-,  widi  one  01-  two  of 
ihe  wives  of  si.ni  -  (-1  the  clew,  and  Xdsem 
e.id  not  erael;  on  for  he..r -a.n  hoar,  knowing 
laat   the  distanee  w , mid  soon   Ik-   m.ide  nji, 

'-a\-  Ik"  last  woi'd  :  and  we  all  know,  thai 
le.  >oo"L-r  ha-  ill.-  b..et  -dioved  off,  than  in 
em-  hnj-ry  we  have  torgHten  le  s:;\-  w-hat  w  e- 
\'.  l-he.i  most  r.-me,nl)'-red.  Atla--t  thev  were 
otr,  and  the  haniK  were  luni'-d  up  -''.Make 
■•-dl-'  dhen  it  \\as  that  the  handl^ereid'efs 
\'.eie  waving,  ;h.'  v.onian  er\ing,  and  nniiv 
a  men  fell  a  <!  .-.ni-li.:arlediii-»'M\  liieli  did 
11. -1    1-  -Ion  ;  ;.<  ie.-erew   of  th-e    /'/VAvi'. 

We  hel  we  a  u-  tie-  . ■//,/(-,  /).;fi,/J/,r,  .'/;;■,■ 
;e,.-/;/'.'  ■//,  a,nd  /: /,"-|-,,- ■/'..  'I'la-re  was  on:' -'^'-l 
hi'-ed  die  A:  -nil  mil,  n  sliekhig  to  us  Ilk'- a 
l-eeh  ;   ami   it  v.a.s  quite  a  ple-.l.^uI-e,  w  li  -n    ! 

I  ■■•■■■:  t.  Itl  iliat  this  e.-qire-sinn  v.-nuM  1!  ,  x-.;,-,,- 
ve.ll  inr  |i;'ti.lin;  if  it  would  ib  for  liliii,  it  j.,  K'">ii 
•enouei.  f  a-  ine  :  l,;it  lam  rca.lv  to  ackiKuvlcdge 
llial  il-<l.,e.Mot  ee;-r,-,v/e;A-/\viih  the-  7>f/e,s- of  the 
Tar.  •  I  iicM.-r  knew  the-  Tail.s  ee.e;-,-,> Av/,/  u-.tii 
ulic  ,-e-:ot;;f.) 

'  I-  biiiy  lo  (Iioop,  like  .1  lily  to  dij, 
V-.  i\  -,i  Ilcitv  slij\-c-s  oli'fo)-  the  shoro'' 
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li/.d  broken  it?  top,  nnd  I  '--^w  it  bf^tore  it 
cleared  the  topsail-yard.  Every  eye  was 
turned  to  her  :  Init  I  made  out  the  numbers 
first  ;  and  there  it  was  as  large  as  the  flags 
could  make  if,  •  Tlie  enemy  have  put  to 
sea.'  Every  man  fore  and  aft  knew  it  as 
soon  as  the  admiral  ;  for  the  signal  lieu- 
tenant, who  had  got  tlie  book,  could  not 
report  such  a  signal  in  tlie  usual  cold  man- 
ner, but  he  called  out  from  the  break  of  tlie 
poop  as  he  bundled  over  the  leaves,  '  The 
enemy  have  put  to  sea,  my  lord  !' 

Asa  pretty  deal  of  curiosity  had  been  ex- 
cited from  the  first  signal,  and  as  the  men 
got  nearer  the  gangways  than  they  usually 
did,  the  signal  was  heard  by  those  on  the 
look-out,  and  the  ship  shook  with  tlie  tramp 
of  the  men  as  tiiey  scuddeil  on  deck  to  !■  njk 
at  the  A/d/'s. 

'  Steer  south-east,'  said  the  admiral,  '  and 
make  more  sail!'  That  was  soon  done. 
We  did  not  want  the  hands  turned  up.  I 
believe,  if  Nelson  had  called  our  to  turn  tiie 
ship  inside  out,  it  would  have  been  done  in 
the  turn  of  a  handspike. 

The  day  closed  ;  the  signal  had  been  re- 
peated ;  and  'he  men,  fore  and  aft,  began 
to  get  together  in  small  numbers,  and  they 
were  talking  over  the  chances.  Many  of 
thcni  h.ad  been  at  Copenhagen  ;  some  in 
the  Xi'.e,and  with  St.  Vincent  ;  an.d  ai!  liaa 

been  more  or  less  pretr\'  w^iniily  engiigeo.  at 
one  time  or  another.     I'ouder  ;,nd  siiot  were 

nothieg  new   to  ilieiii  ;  a:)d   it    woald    liave 

been  (jui'e  siiffici--nt  to  C'^avince  \':ileneuve. 

had  lie  onlv  li^lened  to  die   \-arn^  that  '.'.ei'e 

spun  that  nigiit,  ;uui  tlie  conii- lence  of  every 
man  and  boy  on  l)oard  die  l'ic/o!y,  that  ihe 

combined  fl/''t  would  sail   into   I'ortsinonth 

with.out   trnubiing  eitMer  the    i'reneh  or  tlie 

Sp.ueaid,  t'l  iiMv.gMte  or  to  work  leeni. 
I  hiive   oilen  tliought  since  of  the   :eeiing 

of  lii"  men  on  that  night.      Siilors  are  men 

just  as  inntii  ;i'<  thijso 

i.wanov.-ta:N-(i  co  us  : 

their  duty,  tie  y  think 
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'!  'he  guns,  tind  Ioo];in;;  , 
i.io  before  punH-hmeni  w  i 
io"r;:de  of  the  master-  it-i 
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boatswain's  mates  and  their  cats,  than  Bob 
Maison  ! 

There  was  not  a  finer  fehow  in  the  whole 
fleet  than  Bob  Matson.  He  was  a  fore- 
topman  ;  a  regular  dare-devil  ;  always  in 
daii'^er  ;  the  first  to  volunteer  for  any  work 
e.\c>.  pt  swab-wringing;  and  a  man  who 
took  his  allowance  of  grog  at  sea,  and  his 
pleasure  ashore,  as  well  as  any  man  in  the 
whole  service.  Well,  there  he  was,  doubled 
up  like  a  tailor  at  work,  with  his  hands  to- 
gether, looking  for  all  the  world  like  a  duck 
in  a  thtinderstorm. 

'  Wiiat  cheer,  messmate  ?'  said  I.  '  Why, 
I5ob,  you  look  preciously  down  in  tiie 
mouth  ;  and  you're  pumping  up  all  the 
wind  of  your  stomach  to  make  a  sigh, 
Wliat's  the  matter,  lad?' 

'It's  all  over,  PYinny,'  said  lie  ;  '  I  i-lv.v.'-. 
never  see  you  any  more  !' 

'  See  whom  ?'  said  I. 

'  See  her !'  said  he,  '  my  own  little 
darling  daughter  !  She  is  about  three  years 
old  now,'  he  continued;  'and  when  we 
were  fitting  out  at  Portsmouth,  there  was 
not  a  man  in  the  mess  who  did  not  love 
liei-.  We  used  to  clap  her  on  tlie  table  ; 
and  then  each  of  us  uoiild  coax  her  to 
come  and  eat  with  us,  and  1  always  thought 
tluit  the  one  sh"  went  to  was  envied  by 
ihe  others  :  ;ind  if  she  v.'enl  constantly  to 
one,  1  felt  as  it  1  diO  not  like  him.  because 
1  thought  he  was  roiihing  me  of  wliat  vvas 
mine  bv  right  ;  and  ihrjugli  I  lo\ed  him  for 
:()ving  iier,  _\et  I  felt  liiut  I  would  ratlier 
>!ie  came  to  me.  Tien,  Ben,  you  know, 
;di(t  used  to  i^iil!  otir  tails  and  laugh  ;  and, 
Lord  love  her  dear  kitle  soul  I  1  did  hope 
then  to  have  seen  Iu:r  ni.inv  and  manv  a 
lime  befoie  1  UiT.t  to  IJavy  Jones's  locker, 
lint  no'iv   it's  ail   over;     I     sii.d!    ni-v.'-i     st-e 
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there?'    an.i    lie    pointed    to   the   forecastl(> 
after-port. 

'Certainly  not,'  I  replied  ;  '  and  when  I 
see  a  man  like  you,  who  is  always  foremost 
in  any  fun,  singing  the  best  song,  and 
dancing  the  best  and  quickest  stop,  and 
never  asking  to  go  on  shore,  I  can't  think 
that  so  light  a  pair  of  heels  coul'l  caiTv  so 
smartly  a  heavy  weight  of  heart.  .So,  if  you 
arc  going  to  run  a  rig  upon  me,  Dot),  win 
away  you  go  ;  it  would  make  the  sand  run 
through  th;;  glass  the  faster,  and  he  niu'it 
be  a  curious  man  who  could  sleep  soundly 
with  that  large  fleet  in  sight.' 

'That's  true  enough,  Ben;  but  I  ne\er 
sleep.  I  shut  my  eyes  and  I  rest  my  lirnl.vs  ; 
but  a  man  who  has  done  what  I  liave  done 
never  sleeps,  Ben  ; — he  never  sleeps,  I  tell 
you.  The  parson  may  talk  \vh:it  he  likes 
about  heaven  and  hell — wlicre  the  first  mny 
be  I  don't  know,  but  for  tlie  last,  Ben,  it's 
here  !'  and  he  beat  his  heart.  '  I'll  tell  it 
you  all  ;  but  first  let  me  caution  you,  that 
although  that  Peak  of  Pico,  tliat  we  saw  not 
four  months  back,  has  cold  snow  on  its  out- 
side and  looks  always  calm  and  still,  yet  it 
has  fire  within  it.  You'll  not  say  a  v,r,rd 
about  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you,  Va-w  ; — 
yoti  won't,  whenall  that's  left  of  Cob  Matson 
is  shoved  over  the  standing  jjart  of  the  fore- 
sheet — you  won't  say,  Ben — Never  mind 
thinking  of  Bob — he  died  too  good  a  death 
for  a  murderer  !' 

I  jumped  up,  but  he  caught  me  l;y  my 
arm. 

'  Wli.ni  !  \-.'ouId  you  blow'  the  gaff  i']>o!i 
me,  P.eii  ?  (."ome,  sit  down,  liear  m-'  m.u  ; 
the  de\ii's  never  so  black  as  lie  is  j^.w.it  ;.i  ; 
iiid  it  may  hai^pen  that  even  a  niu:'deri-r 
may  finrl  an  excusi^  for  his  crimo.' 

I'm  ijlcssed  if  I  did  not  shake  like  -a  rop^' 
}arn  in  a  bi'eeze,  and  my  her.i't  went  llnp 
.;<';ain-t  my  I'iLs  as  the  ton^.riN  again-t  th  ■ 
mast  in  a  calm  with  a  l;e:M.y  '-well  iiiiinlii[r. 
Thinks  1,  • 'I'his  can't  be  Tackle's  gho-t,  tor 
h"  tOLiehi'd  me  ;'  and  although  ]  lia\e  'leard 
of  tlies('  si>;n!s  lui-!iing  a  >\\v{i  lig'it  ovi-r 
during  the  night,  ;ind  \\\.'_.  cr^w  ,/ii!\-  li)V!;!ig 
it  out  the  next  in.  >rniii;;-  l/v  llii;  -ail  ~  Ij.ing 
wet,  and  (.'\ery  liaiiiiiMiek  h  i\ing  a  tn.ni  in 
its  clews,  yet  I  m:\vx  bcliexi-d  in  i!if)>e 
things,  and  aiw;i\-,>  lhr]u.,!it  ll/it  ;-i.M~;.s 
turned  out  lik''  the  '.\olj;dy'  who  di-uik 
the  boatswain's  iM'og  ;  -o  I  loiil.rd  ;it  \\.\\\ 
ag:iin,  and  says  i,  '  Wliati-M-r  it  ni:iv  hi-, 
Bob,  I'd  rath.T  not  li.-ar  it  :  yoa'vo  1,  •  \\  a 
favouiil;'    in    the    dii|),    they   tfll   me;   and   I 
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reach  of  the  ninster-at-;\rms.  N'ow,  Ben, 
li-ten  to  a  short  account  oi  my  iife.  I'm 
only  thirty  now — but  thirty  years  looks  a 
long  time  if  w'c  are  to  wait  that  time  ;  btit 
when  we  have  lived  it,  one  hour's  quick 
conversation,  and  we  may  lam  over  every 
occurrence  of  good  or  evil  worth  mentioning  ; 
t'le  rest  is  made  up  of  doing  nothing,  and 
tlie  world  helping  us.  It's  no  use  my  telling 
you  my  name — t'm  under  that  of  a  purser, 
of  course  ;  no  man  deserts  from  a  ship  or 
commits  a  crime,  and  then  sails  about  the 
world  with  'lis  proper  name  in  the  watchbill ; 
if  he  did,  every  time  the  mate  mustered 
him,  he  would  think  the  hour  was  come  for 
the  court-martial,  and  he  would  never  be 
able  to  look  liajipy  when  his  heart  was  sad. 
Pien,  there's  hardly  a  trade  of  any  daring 
that  T  have  not  been  concerned  in  :  I'w 
been  a  Ijit  of  a  snraggler,  a  bit  (;f  a  ]5irate,  a 
Ijit  of  a  privateer's-maa  ;  and  when  I  was 
not  employed  afloat,  I  looked  after  the  con- 
cern aslioro. ' 

'  What  concern?'  said  I. 
'  Why,'  he  continued,  '  robbing  is  a  trade 
which  requires  one  alwnys  to  be  practicing, 
because  it  demands  a  constant  exercise  of 
emming  and  courage.     Any  man   may  pick 
I    up  a  purse   wlien  he  finds  it  on  the  Idgh 
I    ro'd,  and  no  one  is  looking  on  to   tell  who 
took  it ;  but  wlieri  you  have  to  filch  it  first, 
]    and   fight  for  it  afterwards  ;   or  this,'— and 
j    he  dre^v  his  hand  across  his  throat, — '  and 
i    then   plunder  pirate-like  ;  why,  it  requires 
some  steadiness  of  heart  and  harui  :  so  that 
;    w  lien  1  was  not  concerned  on  board,  I  ir'^ed 
to  keep  myself  ready,  by  seizing  hold  of  any 
I    one  jj.issing  by  tlie  lonely   road  ;  and  if  ,a 
I    woman,   why   she  woakl   at   once   make  a 
\    main-topsail  iiaul,  and   scud   for  it.      FV.U    I 
I    Seldom  touciied  those   poor  devils,  for  tliey 
!    n'wer  went  about  with   anything  else  but  a 
few  eojipers  or  a  crooked  sixpence,  and  tlicy 
i    u-eil    to  swear    the   l.Utcr    always   Lu'ought 
good  luck  to  them,  but   that   the-ir  curse,  if 
I    il  was  stolen,  woultl   malce  it  more  unlueky 
to  tlie  possessor.      ,\)'.d   rvaange,   Bi  n,   as  il 
tn.iy  a]")pear  to  }ou,  y:t  I'll  sweat    I    w,!S  so 
afraid   of   an    old    woman's    curse,    that     I 
would  rather  Iiave  faced  ten   men    than  one 
of  those de\'ils  in  petticoats.      What  between 
rt  lilile  ijltmder  afloat  and   a   little  piil'ering 
on  -hofe — for  <:in(;  was  a  good  iiaiil  that  wi- 
m  if';-'--    I  tiajueju   it   was   bi  t:er  to  eat  and 
I  an    for  th.;   .States   and   see    what   honesty 
w'i'.il'l  dej  for  a  man  who  had  made  a  little 
wii:!aih:e  s  Ms  ptespciilv.      At  the  time  of 
whiih  1  speak,   ahiuaigh  Prench    priwilters 
we>,^  >kinmiing  about   the  seas,  it   was  not 
mni'^ual  for  many  juieiple  to  emigr.ite  ;  and 
as  I  iial  enciugh  —  to  be  sin-e,  not   lione-dy 
gotter.     to  -tart  me   in  life,  I   thoiitjht   that 
witii    :\<>  >d   health,  a  strong   arm.  arid   con- 
stant    employment,     I     might    get    a    isear 
cc'liseii  nee.    eu'.d     satisfy     my=taf    that     th" 
little  1  had   tak  ai    \~ y.n  each  w'eiiie    not  in 


. '    i' 

i 
1 

/.'A 

I  (•,'; 
11!  >r 
kn- 
mil'- 

I  ; 


■    I     ['\    -'if    II. •<    .   ;      •  ;  ■• 

I    ;-.u  •    ih.-    ^\M-•:•    .,1 

-  :    i:n>.:v.  h.!  I    « .i . 

•    i-    l..-.ir.!.        inn. 

■[     •'!,.     ;;,•;, tlr-!i:  ni. 

;■'   111       r\.T.      .Ulll 

.1    "ri    mil. I  .is^isr- 

!      :■.    .•.    '.maI    oI 

■     '  'it  t.) 


:i4 


BEN  BRACK. 


man,  got  on  the  top  of  a  Bristol  coach,  and 
the  next  day  saw  the  sea,  and  with  it   my 

liopes  of  escape. 

'  In  llie  papers  i  soon  read — for  1  can 
nad,  aye,  and  write  too — tlie  full  account  of 
the  vvliole  affair  :— thank  God  !  the  gentle- 
man was  not  dead  !  But  when  I  saw  the 
number  of  the  notes— I  had  them  then 
about  me — published,  I  almost  wished  that 
Jim  had  done  it,  and  then  t'le  dead  man 
would  have  told  no  tales.  There  I  learnt 
that  both  men  had  been  taken,  that  my 
name  was  as  large  as  life,  and  my  deser/p- 
tion  fully  given,  in  the  I-Iue  and  Cry,  with 
fifty  pounds  reward  for  my  appreluusion. 
Fancy,  Ben,  how  I  felt  when  I  read  this, 
which  was  stuck  about  Bristol,  and,  as  I 
looked  at  it,  saw  a  man  who  had  been  read- 
ing it  also,  look  at  me  in  the  face.  It  was 
guilt  that  made  me  tremble,  for  I  sliould  not 
have  known  myself  had  I  looked  in  a  ijh'.ss. 
I  did  not  sku!k  about  the  town,  liul  I  had  a 
/com  in  a  good  inn  ;  and  havini;  a  eonve- 
r.jent  cold,  1  feaied  the  cool  ;i;i  of  the  day, 
and  the.  bleak  wind  of  tij,e  ni^-ht.' 


V  iJAPTER  XXlJi, 
A  l:o;^l■■!■;■■^ill^,. 

'  F  ll)oi!,c;hf  It  no  use  to  repine  a.  my  loi^ 
(.ir  to  hear  with  my  iMjrils  adioi.v 
:So  1  ]i.-i..k'(i  nj)  die  trilliiiL'  rem:  mils  I'ti  ect. 
And  a  tnll.:,  al.is  !   «  as  niy  ;  toro. 

A  hamlkcrcliicfliL-ia  al!  the  iivasiir,:   I  1;  M. 

Wliicli  over  tiiv  sliouiiler   I  liiixAV  • 
A«ay  llieii  J  miuu-^a  uilli  a  Lcait  very  ;  ;>!. 

■|  o  joju  uilh  some  jdUy  sl.ijj 


.SV 


' 'i'llF.  \'i'-'-,el  which  was  to  convr^v  i;:  to 
/>:-iiTiea,'  eoiulnurd  I '.ub  Miilson,  '  wes  all 
a-^amilo,  and  nianv  |;a';:-r-ngi  rs  were  alii  uiy 
on  l)o:ird  :  :,li"  was  lalksl  ill''  lie'-,'.  .MkiuI 
<'i;:iit  d.ivs  nlur  ni'.  aiiiMi!  al  Biislol  we 
sail.vi.  li  I  ciild  \f\\  yon  ihe  deli-lir  with 
wilicii  1  sow  iiiv  li.iljvc  li.'.d  :;ro\\  le-siirid 
le  .  lo  my  -i'li;,  I  woiiid  :  \,\\\  ii.i  words 
can  convey  li.ill  iiie  roal  p'o,,  r.re  I  i',-U  ■,•  ]  ;rn 
I  vas  olK.-o  .'.;_;. liii  on  the  Ir'eh  se;e-.  nii  pas- 
:-:i".e  |>aid  for,  my  WiW-,  safe,  niy  pui -e  -liU 
In, I.  1  had  shipped  ,i,-,  a  f.iniier  wiilin;;  lo 
tiy  another  coun;ry  ;   oad  from   my  vo.rii  ii! 

best  on  board.  .And  to  leil  )  ou  theliuiil, 
Ben  (barriiif  i!eit  I  cooid  not  plrep,  and 
was  aiwav:,  afi'aiii  ssiion  an\'  maai  loo];eil  me 
well  ill  tie-  tac'-,  a  ail  whicii  I  found  made 
me  stiike  mv  col  ,ar-.  at  onec,  and  down 
went  my  eve-  1  iie\  eT  o,uM  look  a  m,in 
full  in  tile  lace  a:t!-r  ;h  it  m-iit)  1  lelt  liittt  I 
wa"-".  not  ill''  \\oi"--l-K"e)v,n;.';  man  on  board. 
'  Ainone^st  t!i''  pa;- -^eiig!-;-   v,a.a    tainii)  of 


tlie  name  of  Richardson.  The  father  had 
seen  better  days  and  brighter  prospects : 
and  although  in  those  times  the  farmers  in 
England  were  reaping  a  rich  harvest,  and 
becoming  every  day  more  and  more  affluent, 
yet  sonieiiow  everything  went  wrong  with 
him,  until  he  made  up  his  inind  to  try 
another  country.  He  sold  off  everything  he 
could,  and  he  started  with  as  many  spades, 
rakes,  ploughs,  etc.,  as  would  have  done  to 
have  cultivated  the  whole  of  the  Bermudas. 
Ills  fatnily  ceaisisted  of  liimself,  liis  wife, 
and  two  daughters.  Lucy  was  ilie  oldest  ; 
she  was  about  sbxteen — but  such  a  craft, 
Ben  !— I'm  not  the  man  to  do  her  justice, 
either  in  heart  or  form.  She  cried  bitterly 
when  we  weighed  anclior  ;  and  jierhaps 
with  the  exception  of  tlie  captain,  for  the 
wind  was  fair,  1  was  the  only  man  on  board 
w  l:o  smiled  inwardly  when  the  breeze  caught 
the;  topsails,  and  I  heard  the  first  splash  of 
tlie  water  as  we  began  to  forge  ahead.  Ay, 
she  thought  of  all  her  best  friends  and  rela- 
tions, I'rotn  whom  she  was  parting  for  ever  ; 
she  thought  of  the  home  of  her  youth, 
where  slie  had  been  born  and  bred — and 
she  seemed  to  look  after  a  little  strip  cif  ;i 
tree  wliieh  she  brought  on  board,  as  a  kind 
of  a  link  in  liie  long  chain  which  was  to 
reach  from  America  to  England.  Far 
different  weri:  my  thoughts.  I  left  the 
land  wliere  the  fust  object  that  would  reach 
my  eves  was  the  rewtird  for  my  capture— 
tiic  shore  on  which  every  man  who  stood 
w,is  my  enemy — the  country  wliieii  I  had 
iuiii"d  adiift  when  it  turned  against  me. 
I  haled  tl;e  very  nanie  of  an  Englishman  ; 
and  I  tliought  that  one  day  I  might  liave 
my  re\-eii<^e  by  lighting  against  it.  As  tlie 
\\ind  frciieiied,  ;ind  the  //e/.'  drew  from 
liie  land,  so  in  proijortion  rose  my  spiiits 
tind  my  se-curily. 

'  \o  Sooner  Iiad  the  ship  cleared  the 
(  laianal,  the.n  the  roll  of  ,a  eioss  .-ea.  began 
to  ivork  hlsC  !-'h\'~i(^  on  oui'  passenL;ers,  and 
ail  haiiii;,  Uieliai i'-i,ns  :nid  ah,  were  on 
tiieir  beam  ends,  p^  liad  no  (  ff>  et  upon  me, 
excepting  that  I  thoii!;ht  it  prudent  to  sham 
a  little  ;  wliieh,  however,  vnae  off  wonder- 
fiiliy  when  the  skiiij)cr  boy  told  me  that 
(  inner  was  ready  ;  and  I  steered  below  and 
\^.v^  :i -d  a  hnifeand  loik,  and  IcioKed  al  a 
let  of  be,  f  with  ati  eye  not  at  all  like  that 
of   a  'iel;    man. 

■  '■  Wiiy,  hiillca.  Master  \\'iliiams,"  said 
tl:-  skiroer,  "  ( on-id"rii\<r  von  have  iievej- 
li'.-n  on  bo.ird  a  ship  be.'Vire,  you  get  over 
li-  -c!;n,--s  rallier  qiii-'kly.''  '"  W  !iy, 
■<e-,"  '-aid  1,  elappiii;;  on  a  bit  of  tie- iniand 
!  iie'o  :  "  \!!es.  I  have,  zur  :  !  lia\-c  Iclt  very 
farther  we  go  lie-  belter  I  get. 
ibli:   N'ou   for  tmotli'-r  slice   and 
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happier  and  n;orc  resigned  to  tlie  new  life 
on  which  I  was  about  to  enter.  It's  not  tiie 
best  time  in  tlie  world  to  nialie  love  when  a 
woman  is  sea-sick  ;  but  they  remember 
attentions  more  in  sickness  than  in  health. 
I  soon  got  into  conversation  with  her, 
wheedled  from  her  the  determination  of  her 
father,  wrapped  her  up  close  in  her  shawl, 
removed  her  fears  as  to  dangc^r,  and  by- 
degrees  got  into  a  kind  of  friendly  familia- 
rity :  she  allowed  mc  to  tie  her  bonnet  on 
better  ;  and  so,  Ben,  from  -^ne  thing  we  got 
to  another,  until  1  had  shaken  hands  witli 
her,  and  recommended  her  to  go  down 
below,  for  the  clouds  had  now  risen  a  lilil", 
and  some  drops  of  rain  began  to  fall. 

'  "  Come,  lads,"  said  the  captain,  who  \\\\-\ 
a  stout  little  fellow  and  understood  the  ww. 
of  everything  in  his  ship  but  a  quadrant  and 
Hamilton  Moore,  and  who  set  the  example 
of  throwing  a  piece  of  wood  overboard,  and 
walking  along  the  deck  quickly,  endeavoui'- 
ing  to  keep  abreast  of  it,  so  as  to  judge  how 
fast  the  ship  was  going,  and  in  order  to 
save  his  fingers  from  the  wet  log  line,  lor 
it  was  preciously  cold — "  Come,  my  lads, 
away  aloft  to  hand  the  fore-t<jpsail."  We 
were  then  under  a  close  j'cefed  main  and 
fore-topsail  and  fore-sail,  going  about  nine 
knots,  and  rolling  about  like  a  washing- 
tub  in  a  ripple.  In  those  times,  1'>e]i, 
ships  making  a  run  of  it  had  not  many  irien, 
and  a  sciuall  gave  them  plenty  to  do. 
"  Away  aloft,  my  lads,  one  or  two  of  yon  ; 
the  rest  clap  on  the  fore-topsail  cleu-lin.'s 
and  bunt-lines. "  'Ihe  sail  nearly  ciewe.i  no 
itself  ;  for  when  thev  siarted  tli',;  slieets,  tin.' 
wind  lifted  it,  and  it  required  no  grcMl 
exertion  to  get  it  as  snug  as  the  clew-lines 
and  bunt-lines  could  g<'t  it.  'I'h.e  ni?n  now 
went  aloft  to  furl  the  sails  ;  but  as  Ih^  ;-ii|i 
.surged,  it  would  (n-ery  now  and  llirn  i.'u'.v 
ovi-r  the  yard  ;  and  I  saw  thai  if  iii>  .,■ 
fellous,  wiio  were  not  overhandy,  did  nut 
mind  v.\\aV  llu;y  wei-e  about,  we  should 
have  oin-  oi-  iv.o  of  tln-m  on  d'.'ck  without 
tlir  u-e  of  liio  rigging,  or  pcrh.ips  a  nrin 
overi)o:ird,  ia  w  liieh 
saved  Wiis  \-rrv  little 
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off  coat,  clapped  the  helm  hard  a-starboard, 
and  liroached  the  ship  to,  luckily  without 
an  accident  :  th(.'re  was  a  kirge  grating  close 
at  hand — I  bundled  it  overboard,  and  only 
heard  Lucy  call  out,  "Gracious  God!" 
before  I  was  in  as  high  a  sea  as  need  have 
swamped  a  boat. 

'  It  was  still  light  :  I  got  hold  of  th" 
grating,  and  shoved  it  before  me  rigiit  in 
the  mark  left  by  the  wake  of  tlie  sliip,  as 
long  as  it  lasted  ;  and  then  took  my  chance, 
until  I  saw  the  hat  of  the  lad.  I  strove 
with  all  my  might  to  reach  it — )  struck  out 
with  all  my  strength — 1  had  no  thought  for 
myself — I  never  looked  once  at  the  ship  to 
see  if  assistance  was  coming  from  her — 1 
only  exertefl  myself  to  save  the  man  from  a 
watery  grave !  1  w  as  now  close  to  it — I 
urged  the  grating  on — stretched  my  hand 
out,  holding  on  by  the  other,  for  I  knew 
what  drowning  men  would  do  ;  and,  15 ;n. 
as  I'm  living  here  this  mitiute,  the  hat  alone 
remained  in  mv  hand — '.her;  was  not  a  hair 
of  a  man's  head  in  it  !  I  looked  round  me 
— 1  saw  the  boat  coming  towards  mc,  but 
the  object  of  mj'  search  was  nowhere 
visible  ;  1  therefore  chiijg  to  the  grating  ; 
and  long — ay,  long  did  it  appear  before  the 
boat  reached  me — so  faint  and  fatigued  did 
I  feel.  When  I  was  lifted  in,  I  was  so  dead 
done,  that  1  lay  in  the  stern  siiects  panting 
like  a  dog  in  a  liot  day. 

'  'i'lie  first  words  that  I  lienrd  uttered 
were,  "Mind  how  you  come  along  in  the 
boat."  1  recovered  instantly  and  looked 
up.  There  was  that  luniliering  vessel, 
appearing  as  if  every  time  site  rolled  to  lee- 
ward she  would  roll  into  us,  and  wlien  she 
surged  to  windward,  she  loolvi;d  as  if  she 
had  left  us  fir  front  her,  wlun  dowi^  she 
came,  the  sea  rushed  from  under  lier,  and 
we  were  a.'.niin  rh--laiu.  It  >'.as  no  time  to 
act  a  part  ;  tlie  tiling  was  lo  save  on^'s  own 
life.  1  cangiit  Iiold  of  a  rope,  and  with  the 
aetivitv  of  a  seaman,  and  a  man  used  to 
these  occurrences,  1  waited  tiie  time  when 
the  ship  rfilled  to  leeuard,  and  I  was  on 
licei-;  the  hrst.  I  saw  l.ucy  abaft,  and  I 
saw  the  wele  jtiie  sin;  e--.p;'e--ej  ;  but  tiicse 
were  no  moments  for  woim-n  and  love.  F 
juiniied  inio  the  main-ciiains,  and  as^'sfed 
to  gi:l  ;h  ■  crew  on  board  ;  and  as  we  were 
pripaing  to  \cei'  her  astern — for  sliev.a. 
the  strrn  lioat  a  sea  cameh-'avier  than  tin; 
re-t,  th"  boat  was  swamoed,  and  the  m  n 
witli  (lifiieul'v  saved.  'I'iic  wreck  of  hf.-r 
cut  leirift,  v.e  once  more  bore  up  ami 
Ste!'r.,;d  our  (ourso. 

'".Much  obliged  to  yon,  sir,"  said  tiie 
<':i;iMin  ;  "but  the  next  time  I'll  troiriia 
\oii  ri)t  to  jiinif)  overboard  nftir  tf;  men. 
Cve  lo,,t  my  boat  and  my  grating,  ard  all 
i,'i;iaus.i  you  followed  the  hat,  wliieh  was 
blown  away  to  leeward  from  the  head.  We 
roared  out  and  pointed  to  you,  but  you 
would    f>o   >,-our   0'.\n  wav  ■   i'.  v.  as  a  gallae: 
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■  vVei!,  ;'.•'(),  linMe-iSf^d  if  ('v- girl  did  not 
o-et  ahead  with  "More  particuinrs  about  tlie 
late  des[>eraie  rol:)b(Ty  and  attempt  at  mur- 
der ;"  and  there  was  a  full  account,  whicli 
she  read  out,  every  now  and  then  stopping 
and  saying,  "  liow  horrid  1 — Mercy  on  me  I 
— Lord  save  us  !"  and  such  hl<e  rjrotiy  hints  ; 
but  at  last  she  came  to  ll)e  pith  of  tiie  yarn 
— the  ro!:;ues'  VKrn,  Ben,  f,'ivin!;^  an  account, 
that  the  two  men  taicen  liad  made  a  fn!l 
confession  of  tlieir  p,i;;k,  ar^d  i;ad  imi.lieiaeJ 

a  thii'd   person,    who,    Lord  said,    was 

the  man  wlio  rc!)l"'d  jiini. — A  rewai'd  ii:ui 
been  oiTered  for  my  di'^covery,  and  lliey  iiad 
traced  me  even  to  ilie  lj:iri)er's  .-liop.  'i"iiin'-:s 
I, "Never  niind,  they'll  io-e  the  scent  on  the 
water  :  liero  are  no  accidental  people  who 
ha.ve  knov\  n  you  and  who  waicii  you  :  the 
mark  of  the  keel,  the  wake  of  the  shii),  lasts 
about  as  long  as  a  man's  gratitude  ;  ;ind 
there  is  no  footsteps  to  I'ollow,  no  scetu  to 
lie,  no  track  tcjdirect. "  1  smiled  ^is  ]  thou  ;hl 
of  this  ;  for,  hiving  now  taught  nijseif  to 
believe  in  my  security,  I  soon  taught  m\;,elf 
to  despise  the  danger. 

'"Oh!  here's  more  about  it,  Mr. 
Williams,"  saitl  laiev;  "  \"ou  kxil.  so  in- 
terested in  the  story,  tiiat  oae  uugiu  fancy 
you  tlie  young  lord  iiimse-if." 

'  "Ay,"  said  the  cajitain,  clnjjping  in  his 
onr.  "  o'-  one  of  thi-  compaiiv,  nt  anv  nil:'." 

'"A'v'hal  iuirrib'e  i"Ulii;ius  tir-si-  fi-li>>>\s 
niu-tlu'!"  .v.i'd  i.uev.  "  1  can  faiu"-  them 
will!  t'leir  ii-'rrid  hi.'K'k  mns'es  <r,-r  th"h' 
feces,  ti)L:ir  lieu'l,  red  wlti)  i)!nju,  tiii'ir 
knife  reelhn^  witi)  the  hie  of  liieir  vietlni, 
tlieh-  Hashing  eves,  and  vet  their  leuriul 
tremble!" 

'  "  \onS'">n-;',  mv  (l'<;ir  !"  sai'.i  iier  f.itlier  : 
"rend  the  (f-  crip. ion  of  tliese  \  ;.;;:il)oeds, 
and  don't  g'i'e-  va\   to  tiic.se  fancies." 

'  "  \\!i\-,  sir,"  sumI  the  capaiin,  as  1;, 
loo!.;cd  e.t  me,  "  do  you  tliinlv  we  Iievr 
fjioaeht  en\"  of  the  ve,;_;al)onds  v.hth  u.-,  ?" 

'  Wl'  ail  smili'd  :  l)ut  mine,  I'.eii,  v.iis  imt 
a    '-nnlr  of  merriin'-m.      1  nuiniieed  to  :i  huT 
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wh-'ii  ]:i-.l  -r,  II,  i\  I -ic  II  roa'_;"h  j)-i  jiule.-t  ruiil 
lai-i;i'  kill  -line  ti'  a-i  •  -,  \'.  iih  II  ki^iiiS"  iiaiuk 
kcre'het  mid  vrrv  eu;i'  -r  iiiit." 
■  '  '■  Well,  liiiit  k  (,dd  !'■  siiid  thr  criieaill. 
"  Mr.  W'iiii  i!ii.-  h,,..  ,i-ii:  .;...>  and  a  dark 
Niis;,  i-,  iiist  til.- e.ee'.  iia>  ai-l  iiiv  ■,)'■,••,  aed, 
a-  i'rn  i  h'hng  man,  ha>  a  mark  upon  his 
.lavkl" 


■  Tiiis  only  prodae.a!  a  laugh,  more 
especially  as  I  said,  "  3ut  I  don't  ihini^  I 
have  the  anchor  on  m}'  arm." 

'  As  he  turned  away  he  said  out  loud, 
"  I'm  not  so  certain  of  tliat :  for  when  he 
came  on  board  after  that  swim — ",  and  here 
he  got  over  the  other  side  of  the  deck  and  I 
heard  no  more.  The  man  who  wouUJ  risk 
his  life  for  another,  covers  himself  from  any 
unworthy  suspicion  :  you  know,  fkni,  v,  hat 
seamen  think  of  such  a  person  ;  how  thev 
point  Iiim  out :  how  they  cling  to  lu'm  ;  and 
how,  if  he  is  an  ofiicer,  he  can  lead  tfiein 
with  a  thread  :  if  he  undertakes  any  service, 
there's  no  lack  tif  volunteers  ;  if  he  ord'.;rs, 
all  rusii  to  obey.  At  that  moment  they 
\\ould  as  soon  have  believed  me  tlie  devil 
himself  as  cither  Thomas  Brown,  William 
Smith,  or  Robert  Davis  :  but  I  was  the  man  ; 
and,  villain  that  I  was,  I  had  not  yet  learn. id 
the  power  of  disguising  my  feelings  so  well 
as  to  escape  the  ciuick  eye  of  the  captain, 
ISen,  I  haled  him — I  feared  him,  and  that 
made  me  hate  him  the  more  ;  and  even  liad 
he  not  e.\]«\'Ssed  himself  so  jilainly,  and 
briHight  the  ccloui-  into  my  face  as  he 
j'oiiited  to  the  mai-k,  f  should  have  hated 
!iim.  because  I  was  jealous  of  him.  I-fe  was 
no  common  ca|)tai!i  of  a  trader,  for  his  eye 
was  like  a  h.aw.'c's,  and  that  eye  f.-U  upon 
l.uey.  Slie  ne\er  was  on  deck  tiiat  I  was 
nol  \\it!i  her,  or  he  would  have  ]ioisoned 
luT  heart  against  me  :  but  I  re]jaiti  lam  in 
his  owai  coin,  k)r  I  sj}oke  to  Lucy  oi  his 
uiigeeeroe.s,  unmanly  belia\'iour  to  me, 
aft'.':-  J  ha.d  iunijied  overboard,  and  soon 
C'lnvinced  av.illingear  (for  women  always 
like  tiie  i.'ra\-(!  and  hne  the  fearless),  that  lie 
wiio  eoul.l  ha:/ari!  liis  life  so  coolly,  could 
not  i>eir  aiiaal  him  a  ijail  h  iirt  or  an  e\il 
coase'  alee.  She-  listen.'d  to  me  ;  slie  told 
me  of  tlie  ]ika--iiies  of  h.-r  h.onie,  and  sh.e 
S'jon  b,-gan  to  coii'-ult  me.  I  sa\\-.  \o!in'.,-as 
1  was,  that  1  had  mai.le  my  way  good  in 
that  (|uarter,  and  1  lu'.-iied  my  attentiein  to 
tlie  father.  He  took  kindly  to  nu--lor  he 
was  getting  ahead  in  life,  and  he  thouglit,  1 
dare  sa\-,  that  a  strong  pro|)  iniidit  supiy-jrt 
.111S.-  ;  and  1  had  iha-ee  great  re!|ai- 
'Uth,  .sti-ene-tli,  and  sc)me  monev. 
h.ad  ti.id  llu-m  what  I  had  .-.aid 
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cheaper  rate  !  What  bushiess  hr.s  he  now 
out  of  irons  ?" 

'"That's  gratitude!"  said  I.  "Good- 
night, captain  ;  if  you  want  a  liglit  i;and 
aloft  again,  don't  reckon  upon  me.  I've 
saved  your  owners  more  than  fifty  pounds 
to-night,  and  you  some  hours'  rest.  1  know 
what  respect  is  due  to  the  captain  of  a  sliip, 
or  I  should  answer  your  other  inurnmr  in 
another  style." 

'  "A  mutiny  !''  said  he,  collaring  n;e,  and 
leading  me  to  the  m;unmast.  "  iit-re, 
Thompson,  and  you,  Macintyre,  seize  this 
fellow's  hands  behind  him,  and  lasli  liim  to 
the  bits  for  a  little.  And  here,  b(jv,"  said 
he,  calling  for  his  youngster,  "jiurii)  down 
in  the  cabin,  and  in  the  starboard  locker 
abaft  all,  you'll  find  a  i;air  of  hantlcnl'fs. 
And  now  you  are  mv  prisoner,  and  shall  re- 
main so  snug  enough." 

'  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  was  a  favouiite 
with  the  crew,  and  that  even  tiiey  hi.'sitaterl  ; 
but  the  captain  was  a  thick-set,  stin-fly 
fellow,  and,  stout  as  I  was,  I  felt  like  a  Ika 
in  his  grip.  One  of  the  men,  Thompson  I 
believe,  talked  about  such  usage  to  a  gentle- 
man passenger;  and  then,  and  not  till  lii'Mi, 
was  it  that  the  whole  tide  set  against  me. 
"Gentleman  indeed  !"  said  the  enpt:;;n. 
"  Do  gentlemen  m.tik  tb.eir  arms  this  v\ay  ?' 
and  he  tore  my  shirt  and  showed  the  cur-ed 
jiroof  of  whrit  1  was.  "Why  this,"  he  eon- 
tinned,  "is  the  miiii  for  whom  the  re'A.ird 
was  offered  —  he  is  the  man  wlio  committed 
the  murder  !" 

'"I  never  did  it!"  s.iirl  I,  "never!  i 
'.'.'anted  to  stop  thcnn  after  the  roii'ic-y  I  ' 

■  "  My  <_-_\'e>  I"  '■aid  .\laeint\Te  ;  ;uid  in  a 
laoment  1  fell  his  liaiids  lioid;;);;;  me  the 
i.ister. 

'  "  W-Ax  a  hand,  iioy  !"  siiiti  tiie  <-ip'r!::i. 
'  "  1  can't  find  tln'iii,  s-r,"  saul  \v. 
'"Hold    l.ini    la't,     riiomp-on,    'Ai^i'^t    1 
jump  h'low  for  tlieni." 

■  "  .''.V,  ay,  ^i,-."  saiii  he. 

'"  Is  it    thus    vou   I.  i'iv   ui  ■   iVir  v.li.il    ! 


d  \ou 


'  "  i'lien  niy  ea;  i-  i'".!'!  upon  _\(.ii,  \nn 
ilii!;r:.t'-fnl  vdliin-;,  .\\v\  rn.iv  h'H  :  !<•■  \-oii 
jor  y<nir  inur  (litndf  ;  ■  .\i  tiiMt  nuiin-m  il,,. 
captain  eam(!  iiiiwitli  fnt-  ':.iO'!i  nl!- .  I  had 
but  ouf  elrniC'-  .a  sti;::;:,!  ■.  "  'I'd  ih.'  dt  \il 
A'ilh  V(.u  all!"  '-.I'd  I,  .-md  niid'.-.i  -a.i.  a 
)i'rl;  an;!  -ot  cliMr.  It  was  lliri-e  to  oiii-. 
I  had  11-;  'li.- r.c.e  ;  mv  s.-'-'iii!  v  was  in  :,n 
aeridcnr.  \',.-\\,  Tliai  accidi'iit  ii:ip:.cM'fl 
whilst  tiie  (;ii,t::ii  w  ii  iir,:iMg  on  'liuinip- 
hon  and  tiu-  mi,-:,  :,ii(1  \\l!il>t  I,  as  faras  in 
me  lay,  df-n-nd-d  mysilf.  Tin.-  ship  was 
lifted  upi.a  a  IiIl;'!  ••a  and  .-urg.'d  hriivily 
lorward.  ■■'■;iii;i:d  Is:-  l>.!"  said  a  man 
forward,  '•\..:  .iv.-  :n  ;'•!■•  r  ultr.-  '"  -.And 
ccarc'.'ly  had  hi^  •<'•'■  ■  :  i  ':■■([  w^.  when 
'I'/ain  a  long  rolli'  "  ■■m,  w  iiieii  i  ,iii'- I'o.iiair 


behind  us,  broke  just  astern,  and  the  surf 
flew  over  the  stern.  This  shook  the  deter- 
mination of  the  captain.  Me  rotmded  the 
ship  to,  and  as  she  came  flying  to  the  wind, 
the  sails  were  taken  aback,  a  heavy  sea 
struck  her  on  the  chess-tree,  and  the  fore- 
mast, giving  a  tremendous  crash,  fell  over 
tlie  stai  board  side. 

'  "  Who  is  the  prisoner  now?"  said  I. 

'  Xo  sooner  had  the  ship  become  aback, 
tiian  s!ie  lost  her  way  through  the  water, 
b.jcame  perfectly  unmanageable,  and  as  the 
succ'-eding  roller  came  along,  the  main-top- 
mast fell,  the  bowsprit  snapped. — .\y,  Ben, 
you  may  liave  seen  some  sights,  and  I  have 
heard  of  that  business  in  South  America, 
where  the  birds  walked  about  amongst  the 
living,  having  just  returned  from  eating  their 
companions  ;  but  you  have  never  seen 
thirty  or  forJy  affrighted  women  rush  almost 
naked  from  their  beds,  gaining  the  slippery 
deck,  to  see  ruin  aloft,  and  inevitable  ship- 
^.  reck  to  leeward.  You  have  never  heard 
the  scream  of  women  in  such  moments  : 
thev  gave  one  loud  shriek,  which,  whilst  it 
afforded  some  consolation — for  women  al- 
v,-..ys  seem  pleased  when  they  make  t'nem- 
selves  heard — frightened  tlie  crew.  .All 
chance  of  escape  from  anything  Ike  order 
was  gone  in  a  moment :  the  captain  knew 
not  w  hat  he  was  about ;  and  I,  wlio  had  seen 
some  few  dangerous  surfs,  and  who  had 
ly^rn  accustomed,  from  the  li.'^e  I  had  led, 
not  to  b(-'  frigiitened  before  I  was  hurt — even 
1  lo^t  ;J1  p.-esence  of  mind,  and  ran  in 
amongst  the  wom.en,  who  liad  got  abaft  the 
nrz"n-ma.-t,  all  hudfiled  togetlier,  and  look- 
ing liki-  a  i'ock  of  .'■.heep  wiien  a  strange  dog 
c('iiu'>  l;a'l;;iig  near  tlr-m. 

■  1  s.!\\-  olil  Rich  usIjou  in  the  arms  of  his 
di>!',"htir;  the  poor  old  fi.'ilow  had  !.i>"n 
\c:-v  ill.  and  had  lalterlv  fri.'tted  Idnr-'lf  vrv 
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IV  tii;-  ba-in'-s  f,eciirrei!.  I  h;;d  in  -:<■ 
s.iribl'  how  much  I  lo\-ed  l.'T  ;  i-ivi 
,  Willi  \]:-:  danger  of  shipwreck  brfoir- 
M-  v.r-w  I  loMT  u>  e.'ich  other.  I  ii^'ld  iior 
id  ih'.-  wai-t  with  the  ri.i^ht  h.wid,  ;r,id 
the  h  ft  I  held  on  to  a  ring-b.vi  la  the 
ai'd  bulwark,  and  kept  as  vUi.,r  under 
po-- il.;.-.  •!'i...:  rJ;!  fither  i  iiS.d  plarcfl 
Irforc'  111'-,  and  l:e  wa--  clinging  to  a 
's  f'r,rl  witii  both  hands  with  a  fi'arftil 
p:   his  \vords  were  :iil  ri- ii av-iike,  and 
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Bon,  1  have  a  favour  to  ask  of  you.      ^^y 
daughter ' 

'  Forecastle  there !'  said  the  officer  of 
the  watch. 

'  Sir,'  a'Tswered  the  l!eulen;'nt,  wlio  was 
on  ti;e  weather  side. 

'  Keep  a  good  look-out  for  any  rockets  or 
bliis-ligiits.' 

'  Ay,  ay,  sir.' 

'The  admiral's  on  deck,'  said  Matson, 

'  It's  a  piiy,'  said  I,  '  lie  has  not  two  eyes  ; 
he  -would  sleep  witli  one  always  o\A:a. ' 

'  How  he  jumped  about  wiien  they  re- 
ported tlie  signal  to  him  to-day  !'  reniarf  j,i 
one  of  the  lads  who  had  been  at  work  widi 
his  cutlass  on  the  other  side  ;  'I  thou;'::: 
the  stump  of  his  right  arm  would  have b;  a 
shaken  out  of  its  hold.  He  is  the  one  !  1"\- 
the  piper  !  if  we  get  into  action,  we  s';a'~.'t 
come  out  of  it  again  in  a  hurry.  Rut  I  dcn't 
feel  as  if  I  was  going  to  be  sliot  this  lime.' 

Tliis  gave  me  an  awkward  feeling,  so  I 
walked  off ;  and  when  I  got  snug  into  my 
hammock,  I  began  to  think  of  the  curious 
behaviour  of  Matson,  and  to  wonder  if  I 
had  been  warned,  or  what  he  could  have 
meant  i)y  saying,  'he  had  been  iold  he  w's 
to  die  ;'  and  I  was  thinking  and  thinking, 
until  1  thought  that  I  was  going  to  die, — 
am:  then  wiiat  v/as  to  becon)e  of  Tackle's 
d;m,;iiter?  ' -'^y.'  ^-^'mA  I  to  myself,  a.s  I 
ruiil.vii  tny  eyes,  in  order  to  make  stiretixit 
I  'Aa,^  awake,  '  to-morrow  she  may  be  witii- 
0!it  a  protector  or  a  iViend  :  for,  now  1  come 
to  r;ini;  of  it,  the  admii'al  perhaps  has  itad 
,i  \va:!iin'4  ;  for,  just  before  he  hoist'?i:  his 
l::;g.  ];:•  Went  to  see  his  cofeai, — that  one 
Knllcwell  gave  him, — and  s^id  he,  "  I  sb.all 
want  thst  when  T  con-^e  back  !"  That  lo-  i:s 
a.wkwra-f;,'  thougiit  I  ;  and  so  I  go;  v.ool- 
gMid  aiiig  and  thinking  ail  about  death  .:nd 
sue!i  like",  for  the  ship  ai:ipeared  to  me  to  be 
rm  re  i^'ill  than  usual — the  decks  were  more 
quiet,  and  perhaps  the  feeling  which  is 
g'Mierai'y  i'ound  amongst  a  crcw  going  into 
action  \ias  frit  bv  the  bravest  on  board   tJTc- 
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of.  If  ever  1  saw  a  poor  fellow  with  his 
grog  stopped,  I  gave  him  a  sip  of  mine; 
1  never  reported  any  man  so  as  to  get  him 
punished  ;  and  although  I  had  been  in  the 
service  some  few  years,  yet  I  never  had  a 
stripe  in  my  lit'e.  So  I  was  easy  as  to  my 
own  score.  But  I  thought  of  my  wii'e,  and 
what  would  liecome  of  her  if  I  riied  and 
Nelson  died.  If  he  lived,  I  knew  he  riever 
would  desert  her  ;  but  in  si.ieh  an  action  as 
this  was  sure  to  be,  who  could  comtt  upon 
coming  out  of  it  clear  of  the  surgeon  or  the 
sail-mtikcr  }  Well,  I  got  dozing  and  dozing, 
and  seeing  the  little  girl  before  me,  with  my 
wife  ;  and  then  I  saw  the  sail-maker  taking^ 
my  measure  with  my  hammock  ;  and  1 
awoke  from  a  troubled  dream,  fancying  Iv; 
had  run  tlie  needle  through  my  nose. 


^'HAPri^R  XXIV. 

•i;iii    Dli.XlH    C!-    XELSON. 

'   Fall'n  1   fali'ii !  is  t!i:;  liero,  'but  Victory's  cry 
5-  iluled  Iiis  soul  as  i'  t-»>k  its  sad  llight, 
Aai!  thousa;ids  like  Nelson  would    sure  wish    (o 
die. 
Adored  by  his  country,  triumpliant  in  li'^ht  !' 
Sen  Son:;. 

I  WAS  on  d;ck  before  daylight  ;  so  was  the 
admiral.  Those  who  had  had  the  middle 
watch  hardh,'  cared  to  turn  in  ;  and  when 
v,'e  couid  see  the  horizon,  aad  make  out  the 
fleet  and  the  frigates,  we  saw  from  the 
irtast-'aead  of  the  r.urwilm  \\\M.  ti^.e  enemy 
were  in  sigltt,  bearing  north  ;  and  away  we 
went  ia  that  direction,  carrying  a  prt-ss  of 
sa'l.  and  ail  ti'.e  lieet  cracking  on  no:  to 
dro;.)  astern.  Xelson  was  on  deck  fror.-; 
daylight  until  dirk,  taking  short  turns  on 
the  f4»;arler-deck,  and  moving  about  it:s 
right  arm,  or  its  sttimp,  like  a  village  pump- 
handle.  The  breeze  fres'aened  from  the 
south-west  ;  and  as  v/e  had  the  Fr^inchmen 
clear  of  their  port,  and  found  that  we  gained 
\\\.'j:\  them,  t'".jre  v.-a-i  no  doubt  as  to  tiie 
ba-.tie. 

T;:''  a'lh  of  Oi1ol>f;r  w.-is  not  pn"S"d  i''' 
1)1:\  etia'*:  tlv'  siiip  wi-  got  r'seiv  f(jr 
;M;:i,.e  ,  ami  as  \ii-  h-e!  pieniyof  t  i.i;- ij^sor- 
lis,  ill  ,  :;;'m-  were  insj leet'"!.  the  lire-scri;i-n 
i-wiiiin  'X.  and  mors'  pin.der  filled.  To- 
wsird  '.'::■  .-\rni;ie,  t'l  •  A"/.'/-;';/-/.'/? a.gain  m.'d" 
til"  ■■  as:,  '  lii  f  ii;,-  ,■  ;,  sn  sev'iiwd  l\)a;-i 
t^i  i'.s  \.,  .iw.iid  :'  .  Sit  I  ■  i,;  i;r.n  It.  i!>ii!;. 
f'l.ii  ;.  t;i  \'  ^J"  <1  'A  iV  AV.^  migiil  \e:  '-ss 
iae.'i,-!  I-'fi-re  wi-  got  fhem  into  i-'iTl  ■ 
I'lsi:':.  \'\\y\  ws-e  not  spnrii's  'i  ''i-si' 
(11  -  but  we  oN^erhauIed  then^  fa-f,  and 
v.'i.  (I  -  '"'t  CHmc  on  we  AS'cre  ci'/-  •  v.-is'iiigi: 
t'l  '•-  ■  s  ;;  jisl  sigllt  of  them  hv  lil^  'iiS  ,a  tile 
ii;,sii  .  and  tliere  was  no  ti  ir,  unless  a 
fss;  <■■  i  :.,  lI  ■  came  oa  th-it  Hu  s  coaid  sliti 
av.e.'  ;i:.)ii  us.      Of  rs.n,.,.    v.-    •    -  •-  .,   Is:s>: 
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up,  vvns  without  his  coat  and  waistcoat,  and 
had  covered  Ins  pantaloons  with  an  apron  ; 
—he  lofikfd  the  butcher.  The  youngsters 
on  the  lower  deck,  when  they  saw  this  pre- 
paration to  bleed  them,  pelted  the  doctor 
with  wads  until  he  made  a  hasty  retreat  to 
his  place  of  security. 

i  was  on  the  poop,  amongst  the  bunting 
and  Captain  Adair's  marines.  There  iliey 
were,  two  deep  as  they  call  it,  taking  it  as 
coolly  as  most  people  would  when  they 
piped  to  dinner. 

Xelson,  after  having  finished  his  last  yarn 
upon  paper,  walked  round  the  decks  to  see 
that  all  was  right  and  ready  :  he  spoke  to 
many  of  the  men,  and  lie  encouraged  all. 
it  makes  a  seaman's  heart  jump  wlien  he 
;:fes  his  admiral  looking  after  everything 
himself.  He  was  pleased  with  the  looks  of 
his  men  ;  and  when  he  came  on  the  quarter- 
deck he  was  received  with  three  good 
cheers,  and  he  bowed  liis  head  to  his  crew, 
who  were  proud  enough  of  their  com- 
mander. We  all  knew  him  well  enough  ; 
and  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  persuade  him 
to  let  the  Tcmcrairc  pass  the  Victory,  in 
order  to  take  off  a  liitle  of  the  attention 
with  which  the  Frenchmen  were  sure  to 
honour  us.  He  made  the  signal  for  '  the 
Tcmcraire  to  pass  ahead  :'  but  he  took  good 
care  to  carry  on  every  stitch  he  could  cram 
upon  the  Vic/ory ;  so  tiiat  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  obey  the  order,  for  the  sailing  of 
both  ships  was  nearly  equal.  The  Tern  era  ire 
ranged  up  on  oar  quarter  and  took  tlie  wind 
out  of  our  sails,  and  then  got  abeam  and 
would  have  passed  us,  when  Nelson,  un 
able  to  bear  the  idea  thtit  anyone  should  be 
exposed  to  guard  him,  and  iorgctting  for  a 
moment  his  previous  sign:il,  called  out, 
cpeaking,  as  he  always  did,  a  little  thujugh 
his  no=e.  'Captain  Hervcv,  I  re(juest  you  to 
li'.'cp  m  your  proper  station,  whicii  i.-:,  u^ten: 
of  the   liilory  !'  ' 

We  n()w  iieard  tlie  lirst  shot  fired  ;  it  was 
at  noon  prcci.^ely,  ior  the  master  took  the 
sun  just  a-;  if  we  were  going  a  long'  I'un,  .-ind 
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admiral  would  have  caught  cold  if  he  slept 
in  the  after-cabin  and  the  ship  was  before 
t!;e  wind.  He  then  luffed  up  close  along- 
side, and  engaged  her  to  lee^vard.  He  was 
not  left  unsupported  ;  for  the  A/ars,  Belleisle, 
and  To}inant  were  close  in  the  Sovereign  s 
wake  ;  and  they  soon  relieved  their  gallant 
admiral  from  the  heavy  lire  into  which  he 
had  steered.  Never  was  there  a  more  gal- 
lant action — a  more  noble  sight.  Tiie  guns 
roared  ;  and  so  fast  and  heavy  was  the  firing, 
th.at  it  sounded  like  one  continued  roll. 

We  all  kept  our  eyes  fixed  upon  the  lee- 
linc,  until  we  found  out  that  we  were  within 
range,  and  the  enemy  had  begun  measuring 
distances  with  us.  They  fired  single  shots 
from  two  of  the  nearest  ships,  until  they  saw 
that  their  shots  came  well  over  us,  when  they 
opened  their  broadsides  and  blazed  away  as 
fast  as  they  could.  They  fired  high,  as  if 
wishing  to  riddle  us  aloft,  and  thus  keep  us 
the  longer  from  coming  into  close  action. 
They  knew  we  were  Nelson's  ship  ;  not  be- 
cause we  steered  gallantly  in  amongst  them, 
for  Collingwood  did  the  same  ;  but  because 
they  saw  that  we  made  all  the  signals,  and 
that  we  had  half-a-dozen  flags  aloft.  It  was 
as  plain  as  a  pike-staff  that  we  were  the 
atlmiral's  ship  ;  and  any  inan  who  knew  a 
cocked-hat  Irom  a  ring-bolt  would  have 
known  the  Vic'ory. 

Nelson  remained  below  writing  until  the 
first  sliot  struck  the  Victory.  Wlitai  he 
came  on  deck,  lie  observed  that  the  jack- 
yard  of  the  lower  studding-sail  was  tiipped 
up  to  clear  the  tack,  for  tlie  order  was  given 
tliat  no  sail  was  to  be  taken  in  for  fear  of 
lunibi-ring  ilie  decks  ;  but  the  studditig-sail 
halyards  and  tacks  were  to  be  cut  away,  and 
the  sails  let  overboard.  '  Ilulloa  !'  said 
Xelson,  '  wliat's  all  this?  M.iiil  that  tr.ck 
ijiit  directly,  or  tiiose  d  — d  hreiichmen  wiil 
th.ink  we  are  sh.ortening  sail  bce.iuse  they've 
hit  us  I' 

We  eouM  not  make'  out  wliich  was  the 
admiral's  ship,  lor  they  wore  no  colours  or 
lings;  but  we  know  which,  was  the  largest 
siii|i,  and  that  v\as  (juite  enough  for  Nelson, 
iiiit  it  slruci-;  us  all  a.s  odci,  that  we  were 
gi  ing  into  action  with  a  large  ficet  without 
brir.g  able  to  make  out  the  conimandia'-in- 
chirf -,  ll.ig.  That  was  not  like  Nelson,  wiio 
ki'I't  as  many  tlags  aloft  as  a  sliij5  dressed  in 
colour:.  We  wire  cpiite  certain  they  we;-,- 
rot  l-'.nt'/.i-,!!  :  and  as  tlie  wliole  world  w.rc 
upon  lair  slionlders  then,  we  could  not  :;o 
larwfiMig  in  liriiuf  into  them.  It  was  :;;id 
that  til'-  I'n  iich  were  not  (juite  sure  the 
S;,iini-ii-,i-;  would  stand  the  hainnn.ring  li cy 
'.\  -re  ;.!ire  of  !,'etting  ;  and  'he  S]i,inish 
i.tiiijiiMl,  wi:o,  like  all  Spaniards,  was  pi'oud 
I nd  l-MM-,  (iid  not  think  that  th.e  friendly 
■  ■>■  iiiij-  of  the  brench  was  worlii  much  ; 
and  ilii^  accounts,  as  far  as  inycjne  can 
iiiKi.-r.-t.ind  the  ofrier  of  tlieir  line  of  iialtle, 
fur    botii   nations   beit"';    Imdi.iied    together. 
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We  had  now  got  down  pretty  close  to  the 
enemy,  and  bt\t;aii  to  think  of  returning 
Them  some  of  the  hard-headed  messengers 
iii(;y  had  sent  us  so  plentifully.  Our  main- 
topmast  and  all  the  studduig-sail  booms 
liad  been  shot  away  :  we  were  like  a 
v.inged  bird,  with  our  feathers  hangiiio- 
about  us,  and  falling  off  one  by  one.  We 
liad  lost  nearly  fifty  men,  but  had  not  fired 
a  shot.  Our  turn,  liowever,  had  now  come  ; 
and  the  men  fore  and  aft  the  deck,  who  iwd 
kept  a  strict  silence,  began  to  talk  to  one 
another.  The  side-tackles  of  the  guns  were 
looked  to,  and  the  matches  were  blown — 
fur  at  that  time,  akhough  we  had  ihcm-- 
we  seldom  used  our  locks,  to  make  fighting 
easy  and  death  more  sure. 

We  were  steering  for  ihe  largest  ship  of 
the  enemy's  line,  the  Sa/iiissiina  Tj-'niUliuia. 
We  knew  her  from  her  four  tier  of  jDoris  ; 
for  she  was  the  only  ship  ever  built  tliat 
carried  such  a  number  of  guns,  and  she 
looked  as  if  three  ships  had  been  knocked 
into  one.  The  shi|)s  ahead  and  astern  of 
her  were  so  close,  that  we  could  not  have 
broken  tlie  line  without  running  one  or  the 
otlicr  on  board  ;  and  this  proves  that  Ville- 
neuve  had  well  calculated  his  advantage. 
If  there  had  been  a  good  breeze  of  wind,  1 
don't  think  he  would  have  offered  battle  ; 
but  he  knew  how  long  it  would  take  for  us 
io  get  into  action  — close  action,  such  as 
Nelson  liked  ;  and  luider  what  great  dis- 
advantages we  laboured,  in  being  exposed 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  such  a  hot 
raking  fire  as  haif-a-dozen  linc-of-lxiiiie 
.•■Jiips  could  pour  ir.to  us  be  ore  v.c  could 
open  our  broaUsitles  upon  lluni.  Xow  \\e 
were  clo.^e  on  !)oaid  of  tlieu'i. 

To  have  continu  d  our  course,  and  cu- 
c'cMvoured  to  pa^s  astei'u  of  the  big"  ship,  as 
v,i;  called  hci',  we  must  have  got  entangled 
in  the  enemy's  line.  Nelson,  seeing  liiis, 
r.iked  the  SidjI'is.'.  1,1,1  'J'riiiidada  in  pa'-s- 
ii>g-a   good   example  which  the  'rc>nc>\!irc 
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bubble  ;  then  she  knew  she  was  not  to  fry 
that  trick  again,  so  she  let  down  her  lower- 
deck  ports,  and  never  fired  another  gun 
from  that  deck  during  the  action. 

On  the  larboard  side  of  us  we  had  the 
Santixsima  Trinidada  mv\  the  Buci'?!taiire. 
I  at  O' Riley,  who  was  caj-itain  of  one  of  the 
eiiait  .'r-deck  guns,  roared  out,  '  Och  me! 
aim  I'm  a  Catholic  too  !  does  any  man 
think  I'll  fire  into  the  Holy  Triniiy  ? — not 
I.  But  small  blame  to  the  others  if  they 
don't  catch  O'Riley's  blessing  !'  and  he 
blazed  away  at  the  Ducentaure ;  when 
away  went  our  mizen-mast  about  eight  or 
ten  feet  above  the  poop-deck  :  it  was 
'  Stand  from  under,  signal-man,'  and  I  gave 
a  jump  clear  of  the  wreck,  and  v\as  all  clear 
and  above  board.  In  the  meantime  the 
Tciucraire  had  fixed  herself  upon  the 
broadside  of  the  RcdoiitabU ;  a  Spaniard 
fell  on  lioard  of  the  Temcraire ;  and  the 
four  ships  were  all  in  a  line,  as  if  we  were 
going  to  try  the  battle  of  .St.  Vincent  over 
again.  Well,  there's  only  one  way  of  de- 
scribing an  action  where  the  ships  are  placed 
broad;,ide  to  broadside,  antl  wiien  it  is  give 
and  take,  just  as  hard  as  both  parties  can 
give  and  tal;e.  One  immeiise  cloud  of 
smoke  almost  suffocated  us,  and  for  some 
time  it  was  impossible  to  riiake  out  what 
t'lo  other  sliips  were  aljout.  The  noise  of 
the  gtms,  the  '  Blaze  away,  boys  !'  the 
singing  out  for  powder,  and  the  snarl  for 
the  match,  only  came  between  the  shots, 
which  (lew  about  liks  hail-stones  in  a  gale 
of  w  iiu!. 

We  soon  found  out  that  the  great  guns 
',>cre  the  .smallest  part  of  the  annoyance  ; 
for  every  now  ,ind  then  wliiz  came  a  small 
whistle  (jf  a  niU'-ket-sliot,  and  tlou  n  went  a 
man  to  a  eritaiiity.  This  amusement  to 
our  ent'inir.-.  and  death  tou^,  wi'  soon  found 
came  from  ihe  diilV-rent  tops  of  the  French 
•and  Spn.nish  ships.  As  iliis  part  of  the 
p!  IV  was  not  what  v.re.\:ieilv  bargained  for, 
otir  marines,  w  Ik)  weregciting  thinned  fi'om 
tills  liidden  'i\\\\  tIioai;hl  tlu'v  might  as  v\ell 
reniin  the  t'DiMphmriit,  and  t!uy  prepared 
to  m.ike  iheniselve.T  toiiiiun  fur  llie  occa- 
sion (.'ai'/taiii  /Xdair,  wIkj  was  .as  gallant 
an  offic 'r  as  the  niarines  I'vcr  hi^l  amongst 
',Iii-ni,  (and  that's  snung  a  great  (led  for 
an\'  man,  fur  in  that  fuiceare  to  be  fo  mfl 
;is  maiiv  brave  and  exceir-iu  soluirssa;  in 
aii\  n-'.-iiiii'iit  or  a.iiiiv  ill  the  whole  w(j:id: 
v,lnT(  •.ri'  a  ilangrr  was  to  be  laced,  ti;f;-e 
\  on  s:,w  a  ni;trira'  ;  and  when'-\er  any 
(  at:ii):_;-out  look  pl:ic>',  \'un  would  \\w\  une 
:..;■  two  va'tiaasai's  h.an  dial  roblc  1  orps, 
isili-r  billing  in  the  stern-sheets  ur  [seeping 
(.'.er  till-  Ijuws  of  the  boats) — .Arkiir  was 
i(.  1  'sd  tlem  td.olt.  It  is  ns)t  (very  man 
V,  k'.  wear.  a.  lilac  jacket  and  liv/:,,"  trousers 
w  ii"  '•  sn  (sirrv  a  musket.  i;:i,s  ih's  mnin-top 
<"!  -  i-;  ka  d:i\',  even  WiUK/ui,  lui ee  cnetny's 
SMiis.  al'jns'side  of  yoi;. 
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the  poop  in  an  instant  ;  1  seized  a  market, 
and  I  \va;ci;ed  ilic  mizen-top  of  the  Re- 
doutable,  from  which  the  fatal  shot  had  b-.-^n 
fired.  There  were  still  two  Frenchmen  left 
aloft — the  rest  had  been  killed — and  one  of 
those  had  killed  the  admiral.  Mr.  Pollard 
and  Mr.  Collingwood,  two  gallant  young 
midshipmen,  were  the  only  two  left  alive  on 
the  ]30op  of  the  Victory:  now  I  again 
joined  them.  I  supplied  them  with  cart- 
ridges, and  loaded  my  own  gun.  I  saw  the 
man,  for  wc  knew  him  by  his  glazed  hat  and 
white  frockjacket.  '  Be  ready,'  said  Poliard  : 
'  he  will  come  within  sight  directly  ;  he  has 
loaded  Iiis  musket.'- — '  That's  he  !  that's 
he  !'  we  all  said  at  the  same  moment,  ;ind 
we  fired  instantly.  fRs  gun  was  discharged 
al  the  same  time — he  fell  dead,  and  I  lust 
my  arm  !  I  was  desiied  to  go  below  ;  and 
1  did  not  stand  two  calls — my  worst  pi',em\- 
was  dead,  my  best  friend  was  dying.  '>\\yx:\.- 
ing  from  the  wound,  I  was  going  down  tlie 
poop-ladder,  when  a  small  splinter  struck 
tny  eye,  and  caused  the  nios:  insuflerable 
pain  for  a  short  time.  Bleeding  and  almost 
fainting,  I  came  below.  A  tourniquet  was 
instantly  applied,  and  some  water  given  me. 
I  was  in  the  act  of  drinking  it,  when  one  of 
the  men  said,  '  Brace,  the  admiral  i:  r.rar 
his  end.'  I  soon  staggered  to  tiie  niicioiiip- 
nien's  berth. 

Although  the  space  vr.s  k?pt  ;  ^  civiir  as 
possible  in  order  to  give  Nelson  all  tlie  nir 
which  co\ild  reach  him,  room  was  made  for 
me.  Every  one  knew  that  1  had  stood  by 
him  from  the  first  hour  he  b  -caaie  a  sailor 
until  this  last  sad  moment  :  besides  wliieii, 
he  had  inquired  for  me. 

'  Vv"lio  is  that  ?'  said  the  a  Imira!,  aa  he 
liea''d  tiie  noise  in  making  room  for  r '.e, 

'  Brace,  my  lord,'  I  replied. 

'  Not  wounded,  I  l"i0[x-?' 

'  I  have  lost  an  eye  and  an  ^liM.  it;}'  lord,' 
."^nid  I,  'and  sliall  better  re:-er.ibie  fo.'  t;;c 
lL.t::re  my  giorious  commander!' 

'  Brr;Cf;,  come  nearer  '  (his  voice  wa-  g(-'. - 
t:ng  vt.-ry  v. e  ik  and  indistinci)  ;  '  pi  iC''  V'.iu;- 
(.•ar  ci'.sc  to  my  niouth  ;  listtn.'  lie  th"n 
whi -i/'ifd.  '.~^!ie  i^  provi'l'-i:  for  ;  sii''  cki 
■ic. '.  r  l."':\v  v.ii  !i  !'  1-,  to  w.xn-  ;  nivl  m;  l;:r 
]\i;:<':  cii,,]]-;  !ii\  du:v  t')  "W  v,ln'  :■  ^-<\\^■^■~■ 
lo  nie  i  iz'.r.  hardi'.  ivc-  r -iini;  .  Hardy,' 
Ithe  c.ijit.'iin  inr;:ii.,i  i,;  '.■  .-:,  'I'.i  i.  n... 
nldcjt  loliowiT,  woinu.i  ^-unlitaiiy  In;;.;- 
to  s  ;rvr- hir,  >d  ;i-;.^;y  ;  !■■  \'".i  I  Il-.i/w-  i:  t., 
place  1:!M  in  <  l.renu  i'.l"..'  Wlni-t  iie  v  '  . 
^ayinq  tl;  ;,  1  l.,\d  t,ik'-!i  hj>  h'lid  ;  ;in<l  ;  - 
I  kia-il  .1,  l,e  friL  tlic  ti-ar;--  \\ii;('i  drop;.  ; 
Upo:"i  It. 

'  I,-' c-ii  !o  lai','  hf  s  ■'■:.  '  W;  en  \  on  ;. et 
to  l',:i.;l  ;;;d  :uvi  ;  r  -  d'  -  \:  ,-'Z,>  A.  vn  l'< .  M'T- 
ton  ;  t'-li  li'-:  cf  mv  I;:.'  \r,n'r.u  ■;;-'-;. -d  in;;-  I 
!.;a-e  i';ft  a  m-  in.j-;  ,;  m  ii  ■  \  -liii;  ;  — l.-ll  her, 
tl;>t  even  U'lV. .  v.}--  n  -i  i  i  •!  ,;--/v  t-j  yr-:-.^ 
a\i  IV,  i  thoa:;in  of  )i  -r  ;  t'.;'  i::\-  i.ist  pr.ivir 
\'.  .;  lor  her;   tei!  h;  r '     .'.■  'I.;-  rrKim-;;* 


a  loud  cheer  from  the  crew  of  the  Victory 
startled  Idm.  We  had  passed  the  Royal 
S,>zv!V/^^'//,  and  we  gave  them  that  cheer 
whicii  every  one  felt  was  a  signal  of  victory, 
and  that  no  great  loss  had  overtaken  us. 
The  Royal  Sovereign  returned  it,  CoUing- 
wood's  hat  waving  above  the  rest. 

'  What  is  that,  Hardy  ?'  he  said  ;  but 
Hardy  was  on  deck:  he  returned  about  a 
minute  afterwards,  when  Nelson  repeated 
til'-'  question. 

'  It  was  the  men  cheeriiig  for  the  tenth 
ship  of  the  enemy's  line  which  lias  struck, 
and  as  they  passed  the  Royal  Sovereign.' 

'  None  of  ours  have  struck,  I  hoi.'t. 
Hardy?' 

'  There's  no  fear  of  that,  my  lord,'  repii-.id 
the  captain. 

'  Then  I  am  mur-e  eas)','  the  adiuiral  con- 
tinued. '  H;irdy,  I  am  a  dead  man  :  1  ;irn 
going  fast — it  \\ill  be  a'l  over  with  nie 
soon.' 

In  the  meantime,  v.T.ilst  this  overwhehn- 
ing  event  was  taking  place,  the  battle  had 
been  iio'dIv  fought  along  the  wliole  line. 
.A.fter  Collingwood  had  raked  the  Sajit.t 
Anna  and  ranged  up  alongside  of  Iicr,  lie 
was  nobly  seconded  by  the  Man,  com- 
manded by  Worthy  Duff,  as  he  was  c;d;i;d 
— and  l:e  merited  tiie  name.  He  porj"  fel- 
low !  after  figr.ting  like  a  good  officer,  w.is 
ne;!rly  cut  in  half  by  a  round  shot,  and 
Engi:ind  lost  another  hero.  The  5(  -vrtij/;, 
after  her  first  flourisli  with  the.S'.r«/,/  Anna, 
fell  foul  of  every  ship,  Spanish  or  LVench, 
wi'ldn  re;)c':i  of  her  guns  ;  whilst  ti'e  Belle- 
rop.'nn,  after  breaking  the  line,  got  aboard 
of  tlie  Aigle,  an  eighty-gun  ship.  I'iie  fore- 
yard  of  the  Bellerophon  cau;dit  tiie  main- 
yard  of  tiic  Frenchman,  and  a  hi  .,.vy  li;-.- 
was  immediately  directed  upoa  her  ;re  n  the 
starboard  bow  :  the  larboard  l.-ow  gun.-  vs'ere 
Lilazing  away  into  tlie  Monana  ,-  ;'i  tli;* 
same  time  she  w.is  receiving  and  re'.urninji. 
without  nuich  time  being  lost,  the  fi.'-i;:  of  the 
fSanaaia.  a  Spanish  eighty-gun  ship,  wiiici: 
liad  drifted  on  tk.e  P-elleropiion  s  larboard 
(;u;rti-r  :  \',  I'.il.-t  a  skip,  as  1  ;rge  as  her  name 
w;i-  long,  liv;  Si.  J n  : n  Xc;' 'in -ice no,  got 
;''k-,\,U't  k.'-r^li-rn  ;  a:;d  a  ]'"riaeh  c^htv-gun 
touclied  li(.-r  u!-)  on  tke 


■  ^ii-i:i 
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■  :';:ri:/':r'n's  men  li'-ver  thought  (;1 
ag,;n..-.t    tkem  ;    tii.-y  (ought    l;k'. 

t!ri--th;;  nioi'e  llie\-  have  up,'. a 
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one  gioanina  npar  me ;  and  there,  sure 
enough,  was  Bob  Mntson.  He  had  been 
wounded  by  a  piece  of  iron  in  the  side  ; 
and  though  he  lingered  long  enough  to 
give  the  last  cheer,  as  the  last  flag  came 
down  and  the  firing  ceased,  yet  he  never 
saw  the  sun  set  :  before  that  time  he  w,^s 
overboard.  Poor  fellow  !  his  last  word  was 
'F'anny!'  Well,  he  had  his  heart  in  the 
right  place  ! — Bob  was  not  the  only  one 
wno  had  a  hint.  Smith,  a  midshipman, 
wrote  a  letter  to  his  parents  to  '  beg  them 
to  bear  iiis  loss  with  resignation,  for  that  h.e 
luas  to  die  in  the  great  action  :'  he  was  rigi.t 
— a  shot  unma>ined  him  ;  he  loosened  the 
tourniquet  after  drinking  a  glass  of  water, 
and  died.  He  was  a  brave  and  a  good 
yonng  gentleman. 

In  the  glorious  action  of  Irafalgar,  out 
of  the  twenty  for  which  our  brave  coiu- 
mander  had  bargained,  we  got  nineteen, 
either  taken,  sunk,  burnt,  or  wrecked;  four 
which  escaped  us  were  taken  by  Sir  Richard 
Strachan  ;  and  I  suppose  there  never  was 
nor  ever  will  be  again  such  a  noise  on  the 
Atlantic. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  figlit  before  we 
were  all  in  England  agam.  AVe  had  jilaced 
the  body  of  Nelson  in  spiiits,  in  order  to 
convey  it  safely  to  England  ;  and  we  luard 
.some  reports  about  i.ipping  the  adir.ira!. 
If  it  was  done,  it  was  of  course  on  account 
of  the  bravery  of  .Nelson  that  the  seamen 
required  some  of  his  spirit.  Tiiis  is  true, 
that  owing  to  the  cask  in  wliicli  N'el-on  was 
placed  being  badly  headed  up.  when  fer- 
mentation took  place,  the  head  iK-u  in!, 
and  up  jumped  the  admiral.  TJie  3  lUimd 
left  his  po>t  witlidiit  b.'iag  rehcved.--It  was 
die  intention  of  ('olh'ngwood  to  send  the 
body  home  in  the  liiwyalus;  but  i  ven  1, 
wounded  as  1  was,  tunie-d  (jut  to  ji.in  ilie 
.ship's  eoniiiany  in  hiimbiy  begL;iii'-:,  tii.'t,  ;i^ 
the  admiral  ioul;1h  with  us  and  fi'il  u:i  our 
f)wn  deck,  we  u.iglil  .-n-  a.l  that  was  li  It  "f 
him  safely  in  Eiiglar..!. 

We  w'-nt  to  (iibraltar  ;  and  on,  the  ,i'li  nf 
No\emh,-r  we  sailed,  in  (-iauj  any  v.itli  iiii- 
Uc!/i:i\i<\  fer  I'aiL  iani; --- trie  ijoiiv  never 
being  removed  In m  ilr-  pijH-  of  s])jri!s  into 
whien  we  had  ui  ir  'il  it  nntil  tlie  anival  of 
the  l'i,-f'ry  a!  Sp-M-ad.  Wr  h.iii  a  1  )iig 
andal)ut  [i.'s-^ae.e,  I'n-w  ;i:i!  no;  :•.••:  ,\::.\. 
I'Drl-nioiitii  11111:1  tne  jnd  (i  I  )ee'  mi .  '■. 
Ti.-'n  ev.iTv  (i,ii4  w..  ,  i  oi-trd  h,il:-:ii;i -t,  and 
ni.iin'  hiin(ireo>  cruwdrd  unon  llie  pi.tiio'-m 
to  -ee  dit;  ship  whieh  h.ul  .Wl-on'-  li^jdy  in 
board,  .Aiihuugli  many  cair.-ed  the  wind 
which  so  ob~,'iii,Uely  hindered  oar  re.iching 
l':m;l,uid  before,  _\  el  /  ble.-.M;d  K;  for  the 
delay  whicli  it  (au.,ed  gave  time  fur    my  le- 

COVITV, 

It  v,,!.s  on  ill.-  „.i.,t  of  Uetober  that  I  was 
WOUndeti  :  on  i!,,-  ,;;.jt!i  o!  .Vo-.-enii  "'r  i  wa.~ 
weli  again;  -iio.'t  ••l':i  ihi,;;;'r,  to  be  ~iire, 
;;;-,d  not  quit-"- si;.  <,  ■  'jd  s     'jial  niTi  :--  one 


who  squints  and  looks  at  both  lines  at  once  ; 
but  I  was  still  the  man  that  put  my  foot 
afloat  with  Nelson,  and  who  had  stuck  bv 
him  until  his  death.  I  had  yet  to  see  him 
buried.  Why,  when  a  messmate  is  knocked 
off  the  hooks,  or  loses  the  number  of  his 
mess  from  sickness  or  accident,  who  stand 
by  the  grating  at  the  gangway  when  the 
flag  is  placed  over  him  before  he  is  launched, 
and  who  launch  him,  but  those  who  have 
eaten,  drunk,  and  lived  with  him?  Well, 
then,  should  an  admiral  like  Lord  Nelson  be 
left  to  strangers  ?  No  ;  I  saw  it  all :  and  al- 
though I  am  a  man,  yet  I  never  thought  the 
worse  of  myself  for  feeling  like  a  man  ;  and 
when  I  saw  the  coffin  for  the  last  time,  if  I 
had  had  both  my  flippers,  I  couldn't  have 
swabbed  up  the  tears,  which  went  rushing 
out  of  my  eyes  like  an  ebb-tide  at  London 
bridge. 

When  we  got  off  Ushant, — that  is,  the 
Victory,  Bclteiste,  and  Delleropkoft, — we 
fell  in  with  Admiral  Cornwallis  and  the 
Channel  fleet.  We  telegraphed  that  we 
had  the  Admiral's  body  on  board,  and  the 
flag  was  sliown  half-mast.  Cornwallis 
passed  tuider  our  stern  ;  and  never  do  1 
remember  to  ha,ve  seen  a  more  affecting 
sight  tlian  on  tliat  day.  Willing  to  give  us 
the  welcome  we  deserved,  and  yet  an.xious 
to  show  their  great  respect  for  the  death  of 
-Nelson,  the  sliip  s  company  gave  us  three 
dumb  cheers  ;  they  waved  their  hats  as 
a  compliment  to  us,  whilst  they  checked 
their  voices  in  compliment  to  the  dead.  As 
the  sliip  i,'as.--.d  silently  under  our  stern,  the 
Dead  March  in  '.Saul'  was  played  by  thi^ 
Iwnd.  and  our  conuMdes  glided  away  from 
us  silently  and  slowly,  without  a  word  and 
withfiilt  a  elieer. 

'I'he  I'/cti'i-y.  hatxlly  seaworthy  now-- foi- 
she  I'lad  i-ecei'.od  eighty  shots  between  wind 
inid  w.'iter,  :ind  lier  spars  wen;  wounded-  — 
was  ordered  to  Siieerness  t(j  Ik.'  p.iid.  off.  and 
we  arrived  oil  t'le  17th  of  neeembL-r.  'I'here 
it  was  tli;it  I  saw  the-  very  cot'ii;i  v.iiieh 
t  ■a|)l;iin  1  li:iov-,-il,  after  the  Nile,  h;;d  n;iven 
to  Nelson,  brought  on  iioard  ;  :ii;d  the  last 
service  1  e\'er  i)rrfo!-iii;-d  for  liim  ^vho  l^i:id 
wlien  alive  be.ii  ;i  constani  tra-nd  tcj  in-  and 
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BEN  BRACE. 


not  decided?  Here,  dry  your  tears.  I  can 
bear  it  all  now  ;  tell  me  what  he  said.' 

There  was  something  so  hurried  in  her 
manner — something  so  wild  in  her  eyes, 
which  now  were  dry  and  burning,  that  I 
was  alarmed  ;  and  that  alarm  made  me 
myself  again.      I  began, 

'  When  he  was  wounded,  my  lady ' 

'  Yes  !  yes  !'  she  interrupted  ;  '  never 
mind  that  form, — go  on.' 

'  He  sent  for  me,'  I  continued  ;  '  he  knew 
it  was  all  over  with  him  in  this  world,  and 
so  he  told  the  doctor.' 

"Well,  go  on, — what  do  you  stop  for? 
go  on.' 

'  Well,  my  lady,  he  told  me  to  put  my  enr 
close  to  his  mouth,  and  then  he  whispered, 
"  When  you  get  home  go  to  .VIerton, — see 
her — tell  her  1  have  left  a  memorial  in  her 
behalf '" 

'  I  care  not,'  she  said,  in  a  tone  of  \oice 
which  startled  me,  '  about  memorials  !  Tell 
me  what  he  said  about  me.' 

'  It's  all  aVjout  you,  ma'am,'  I  continued, 
— and  here  I  looked  round  the  room  for  Jane. 

'  You  shall  see  little  Jane  directly  if  you 
will  but  continue.' 

'  "Tell  her,"'  I  continued,  'the  admiral 
said, — "  Tell  her  that  even  now,  when  all  is 
shortly  to  pass  away,  I  thought  of  her — that 
my  last  prayer  was  for  her  ; — tell  her "  ' 

I  had  nothing  more  to  say  ;  she  had 
thrown  herself  upon  her  knees,  and  lifting 
her  eyes  aloft,  and  holding  her  hands  closed 
together,  she  seemed  to  be  offering  up  a 
prayer. 

At  this  moment  the  door  opened,  and 
little  Jane,  dressed  in  black,  came  bound- 
ing into  the  room.  .She  stopped  in  an  in- 
stant, as  if  suddenly  stiuck  with  fear  ;  fors'ne 
saw  her  whom  slie  considered  as  her  motlier 
on  her  knees,  and  her  face  showing  dread- 
fully white  from  the  darkness  of  her  dress. 

The  child  did  not  know  me  ;  for  when  I 
saw  her  throw  lierself  upon  her  knees,  i 
bowed  my  head  down  low  aiKl  kept  my  h:inrl 
over  my  face.  '  Oh  !  mamma,  mamma  !'  the 
liltli-  innocent  thing  said,  ;iad  ibrew  herself 
on  tilt:  neck  of  her  and  Inir^t  out  cryiii.t;. 

'  It's  Brace,'  she  s:iid. 

'Ih''  child  inst.-inlly  ifft  hcrand  fnn  to  me. 

Whefi  I  licld  up  my  head,  ■  h«-  •.vfiuiul  jkt 
little  arms  round  me,  and  ki—.l  \\v  .\\::w\\ 
and  again  :  but  when  she  sau  ih.ii  urn- arm 
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was  gone,  and  one  eye  closerl, 
ill  distress,  '  Oh  !  wlio  has  dui 
has  done  tliis  !' 

Well,  there  we  were  ;  and  ''iiugh  I  Irid 
seen  souii-  scenes  in  my  Wav.  .;,nd  Iiad 
tjeen  in  the  cockpit  when  as'ms  and  legs 
were  not  worth  helf)nging  to  their  owners, 
yet  I  never  felt  as  1  did  ihni.  .S/v- remained 
-'or  some  time  knetljng,  ;ukI  I  was  afraid  to 
stir  or  to  speak  :  at  last  she  lose,  kissed 
the  picture  o\'er  and  over  .■:.L;Mi:i.  and  left 
die  room. 


When  she  was  gone,  I  felt  as  if  a  load 
was  taken  off  my  breast,  and  I  could  breathe 
again.  I  caught  Jane  in  my  arm,  and 
placing  her  on  my  knee,  looked  at  her  full 
in  the  face,  and  said,  '  My  little  cherub, 
you  shall  never  want  a  father  !' 

Jane  was  much  improved  in  appearance, 
and  the  black — which  I  suppose  she  wore 
for  her  father,  but  of  whom  i  never  spoke 
— made  her  look  prettier  than  before.  She 
sat  upon  my  knee  looking  me  full  in  the 
face  without  saying  a  word,  although  tears 
came  running  out  of  her  eyes  ;  and  when  I 
said,  '  Cheer  up,  my  little  angel  !  what  do 
you  cry  for  ?' she  never  said  a  word,  but 
taking  hold  of  the  sleeve  of  my  jacket,  she 
shook  it,  and  tlien  burst  out  a-crying. 

'Oh,  is  that  all,  my  little  darling?'  said 
I  -.  "don't  inind  that  ;  I  have  had  my  revenge 
for  it.  The  Frenchman  who  knocked  it  off 
won't  come  to  shake  hands  with  me  ;  and 
I'll  make  hiin  a  present  of  my  eye — a  dead 
eye  will  serve  his  ttirn  now.' 

The  little  creature  soon  cheered  up,  and 
we  forgot  all  about  legs  and  arms,  and  eyes, 
and  got  talking  of  what  she  was  about,  and 
how  she  bore  the  account  when  it  first 
reached  her,  and  so  on  ;  when  in  the  lady 
came  again.  Now  she  was  f[uite  herself  ; 
she  came  to  the  chair  upon  which  she  had 
been  seated  before,  and  looking  me  full  in 
the  face,  she  said,  'Now  you  will  not  see  any 
more  of  this  woman's  weakness.  It's  hard 
— very  hard  to  part  with  those  we  love — for 
whom  we  have  sacrificed  our  own  and  the 
world's  esteem,  and  such  a  one  as  he  was  : 
but  it  is  done,-- lie  is  dead  and  buried,  and 
we  must  strive  tosnrmoimt  what  we  cannc-: 
control.  .Now,  t'-Ii  me  slowly  again  the 
very  v/ords — mind,  I  remember  wli.i.t  you 
told  me  b;;f"orc — tell  me  the  very  words.' 

I  repcnterl  the  same  words  again  ;  for 
after  tlie  action,  wlien  my  arm  v.as  off,  and 
1  in  my  hammock,  (vne  of  iIk^  mi  '■^hipni'.n, 
(or  wh(jni  I  had  long  li;ir|  a  particular 
respect,  and  who  ■»\";>,s  yor.ni';  i'ollard,  the 
one  \\-lio  stoiKl  on  tlie  poop  lo  be  shot  at 
like  a  c~l'ii:i..rr)  ti'ii  to  a  st.ik'-,  cnme  to  s'-.: 
me.  .'\rter  asking  how  I  f'h.  and  wln-t'iiT 
itwa^;  Trrnt  pain  s-iwin.'_;  tlir  di-.n.',  nn^t  'Micii 
111:- 


■lion-     tlint     I  I'm-     fi 

Ih-  ■,:ii(l   I'K   ur,n!d   do 

:ar  i'.,j\\  and   :iK\,i\s. 

rcii'.'VL'  \'oii,  l)ecau>e 


:in\lli 

■  we 

1  h;ne 


•Si  .ji!l;er  a  lu'ooi 


AVXY 


lir  thought  I 
aliout  luting  lorr 
tion  \,'as  like  grci 
dry  ^!.o^csal■esl 
in  the  !ace,  and  - 
*  No.    no.    Uraco- 


■jnv 


had  i-ec^'i..' 
<;n,  and  th.il 
sing   the  ^^■:lv: 

onedoit:    li' 

lid  with  inu( 
Jvraco- -no  'ear  of  '. 
for  Ik  f'>iv   \    c;'ine   l< 


l.-i'ir'-  ine 

lo-k,-l  me 

1    kiiuliiess, 

lat   now,   at 

-ei.-   von,    I 
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which  bccanu'  the  study  of  the  paiiiier  ; 
she  was  like  Mount  Etna — all  quiet  and 
cold  without,  all  fire  and  heat  within.  Slie 
humbled  him  who  had  humbled  thousands  ; 
she  conquered  him  whom  the  whole  world 
could  not  conquer  ;  she  occasioned  the 
only  spot  vipon  the  character,  public  or  pri- 
vate (for  the  execution  of  that  prince  was 
her  work),  of  the  greatest  admiral  England 
or  the  world  ever  saw.  Tiien,  when  I 
shook  all  these  contradictions  tofjether, 
making  a  kind  of  punch  of  the  nii\ir..e,  I 
came  to  the  same  conclusion  as  the  Iris'iin:;n 
in  the  after-guard  who  was  employed  '  and- 
ing  a  hawser  up  the  after-hatchway--'  That 
no  doubt  the  rope  was  strong  eriMi.^ih  to 
hang  a  thousand  men.  but  that  he  was  very 
glad  to  have  seen  the  end  of  it.'  So  -a as  I  : 
I  never  hoped  or  wished  to  see  lier  ::gain. 
She  was  pov.eriul  enough  to  have  ru;n<d  a 
thousand  men  ;  and  all  I  can  say  fGrNel=oii 
is,  that  had  he  withstood  her  chai-m.s,  he 
must  have  been  sometliing  more  thaii  a. 
man,  or  something  less  than  one. 

1  was  discharged  from  the  Victory  ;  and 
that  was  the  last  ship  1  ever  pin  my  foot  on 
board  of.  I  visited  her  frecjuently  after- 
wards, but  I  never  went  on  board  any  other 
ship.  I  had  now  nothing  to  do  but  to  look 
out  for  myself  and  my  wife,  and  leavt-  fane 
under  the  care  of  ker,  and  h-t  her  take  any 
.slant  of  wind  which  might  lead  to'u  com- 
fortable archoragi;  for  life  :  I  therefore 
steered  away  to  Rochester,  and  had  '.lie 
satisfaction  of  finding  a  warm  heart  and  a 
warm  cottage  ready  to  receive  me. 

For  the  first  week  we  talked  of  nothing 
but  Nelson  and  the  action  ;  and  if  1  liad 
been  yiven  to  liquor,  I  never  need  have  jiaid 
for  the  value  of  a  pint  of  beer.  .Ml  England 
was  alive  to  the  conseqtttr.ces  of  th;>  noble 
victory  :  the  sea  was  clear,  and  i'  was 
imagmed  a  peace  would  sf.oa  follow.  .Many 
and  many's  the  time  thu  1  have  been 
stopped  and  questioned  about  the  arimira.l  ; 
and  my  poor  wife  Viegan  to  think,  from  the 


kiiirin'-ss   I    received,   t 

-.at   I    might  one  rla.y 

!>■  i'lr-i  I.(,r,io/;he  Ac 

mira]t>  ,  or  Ciov..-rn('r 
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<)\   h-r  br.-.t;,cr-in-'a 
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])i)nnds    wa.s   ci  ivui ;,  ■ 
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ri.-a   triu  .'  1  '■_■  ii.  rl  ami 

clothed  ;  and  althongii  Susan  cut  and  con- 
trived, and  I  never  threw  away  a  piece  of 
tobacco,  yet  we  saw  just  as  clearly  as  we  saw 
the  church,  that  my  coming  in  amongst  the 
squadron  would  occasion  a  greater  expense  : 
the  prize-money  for  Trafalgar  was  yet  to  be 
paid,  and  s/ie  on  whom  I  was  to  rely  had 
been  left  as  a  legacy  to  the  country,  and  had 
little  enough  for  herself. 

I  theiefore  saw  it  was  of  no  use  eating  the 
bread  of  idleness,  and  I  could  not  turn  my 
hand  to  anything  ;  so  I  got  a  gentleman, 
who  behaved  kindly  to  me,  to  write  to  Cap- 
tain Hardy  about  Greenwich.  I  did  not 
ask  in  vain  ;  about  a  week  afterwards  1  re- 
ceived a  letter,  desiring  me  to  present  my- 
self at  ih--^  Hospital  for  inspection  ;  and  a 
fortnight  from  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  there 
was  I,  Hen  Brace,  moored  for  life  in  tlie 
snug  har'.jour  for  worn-out  shipping.  No 
longer  did  I  wear  a  straw  hat  with  a  broad 
ribbon  and  Viclory  upon  it  ;  my  largi. 
trousers,  round  jacket,  and  long-quartered 
shoes  were  laid  up  in  ordinary  ;  and  1  saw 
myself  in  a  gold-laced  scraper,  a  large  blue 
coat,  big  enough  for  a  smuggling  Jew,  and 
I  l-'.ept  it  close  bitttoned  for  the  first  week 
rather  than  sliow  my  slender  shanks:  then 
came  a  pair  of  buckles,  to  finish  off;  but  1 
held  on  my  tail  ;  and  although  ttiey  clapped 
me  into  dock  to  repair  my  hull,  and  rigged 
me  afn'sh  fron-i  stem  to  stern,  yet  I  wouldn't 
allow  the  barber  to  cut  off  the  tow-rope  of 
my  head,*  and  I  had  it  parcelled  up  and 
stowed  away  under  my  collar. 

1  told  Susan  to  weigh  her  anchor  from 
Rochester  and  to  rendezvous  at  Greenwich, 
and  1  ;-;or  a  decent  cottage  outside  of  the 
galas.  When  she  was  sat'elv  in  port,  I  be- 
gan  to  lool;  about  me,  and  to  think  of  all  ' 
h.id  goi.a  ti. rough,  until  thi.'^  time.  T,  wh< 
had  Seen  the  .-tah  roil  (v-er  thousands — wh. 
had  roi  ktd  about  tkie  world  like  a  child  i'-> 
a  c.'-adie -who  h.id  been  tossed  about  lik^: 
sea-weed,  at  las'  had  taken  fast  hold  of  the 

■  \  fai.-,c  laL-'aaha; ,'  ro.'.r.-.  tlaj  ea:,'er  c-itic  ' 
:aai  (;.)la.aa■.c^.  "The  t-iu'-^-oiie  of  a  vessel's  lie;i(l 
IS  ■ir:;iia\<-u  to  i.a.li  h:;r  forward  :  the  tail  of  a 
r:    a,  -..  iili  i',.-  ,yc-i,i,..ii   of   ( )  Coaiieirs,    ha-^  the 
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u  -.-'  '  ■  a.  k  •    iri'.-.      ...  tha  iia-ii  i|aiel  in  the  h  Ml  ; 

..--■■.    ii:  -a;     o  ai'   ■,    ;nia    uliaii.-itiilv    le.-ial   ..\-i-- 
\v  ...i.      •)  a-    .-,,..,.--.. ill  ,,i  il,c  i,o;,t  c:ai    l.t  ii  •    1  ; 
i!i  -a-  !.al-.      a..'  iii  ,i,     s-.t    «-lier<-  Ii.-ii..:ir  ,  !l^..  I. 
..V  I'. I    l:,r.-  -  0-.    -f.ai  oa-lla:  very  laasl.'  t  ;..„i'i 
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never  been  unhappy  for  an  iiour  since  I 
came  within  the  gates. 

Our  lives  went  on  steadily  enough,  and  v/e 
often  at  the  end  of  the  year  sat  down  and 
wondered  how  we  had  got  through  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  days  ;  and  yet  years 
and  years  crept  away  until  the  latter  end  of 
1816,  without  anything  happening  to  change 
my  thoughts.  I  was  growing  older  and 
older,  and  yet  I  was  a  stout  able-bodied 
man,  and  at  a  pinch  might  have  gone  afloat 
again.  Once  or  twice  at  the  beginning  of 
my  being  a  pensioner,  jane  had  come  down 
to  see  me  ;  she  always  brought  a  little 
money,  but  slie  stayed  a  very  short  time. 
As  she  grew  ii]5  to  be  a  woman,  she  became 
less  frequent  in  her  visits,  until  at  last,  I 
suppose,  she  got  ashamed  of  being  seen 
walking  with  an  old  man  in  knee-l)reeches  ; 
and  after  1814,  when  she  was  about  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  as  beautiful  as  ever  a 
woman  could  be,  she  forgot  poor  old  Ben 
Brace — at  least  I  thought  so — and  for  years 
she  never  came  again. 

I  had  been  rather  ill  about  this  time,  and 
as  my  wife  was  admitted  as  one  of  the 
nurses,  every  care  was  taken  of  me.  At 
the  close  of  1816  I  was  out  again,  having 
undergone  a  tliorough  repair,  and  being 
ready  to  ride  out  any  gale.  I  was  walking 
about,  wondering  of  what  use  I  was,  when 
I  saw  an  economical  pensioner  stumping 
along  :  he  had  lost  both  legs,  and  therefore 
had  no  occasion  for  the  blue  stockings  ;  he 
had  .shipped  on  tlie  regulation-pins,  and 
looked  for  all  the  world  like  a  barrel  of  beer 
upon  stumps.  Well,  when  1  saw  that  he 
was  not  used  to  his  new  timbei's,  linl  that 
he  laboured  heavily,  and  every  nowand  then, 
when  asquall  took  his  thnH'-eornered  scra]x-r 
and  nearly  lifted  it  off  his  noddle,  in  putting 
up  his  hand  to  save  it,  his  balance  was  not 
fjuite  sure,  liut  \v'  |iitc'ied  aJiout  like  a 
l^jillygoat  befoie  he  got  stead\  again,  1  made 
■-ail  to  liaid  liim  a  hand  ;  but  it  \\as  dan- 
gerous to  come  alongside  of  him,  for  his 
arms  wta'i- lU'ing  abnut  like  the  teU-gi',iiili  on 
liic  top  oi  tlu-  i  lo'.]iilal. 

Wli-'M  1  <Mit  wilhiii  hail,  1  (.fl'.MVfl  Inn, 
a^sistanrr.s.viii;;  iliiiilu-liad  bi'-n  .oiiddl'd 
about  thr  hull  tli.il  I;.-  \va:--.  M-are-ly  J-i'a- 
wortliv  ;  and  he  an-w  ii'.  '1 

'  I  shall  nrvci-  wvalh'T  lli.'  (■■.rn'r,  in-^.- 
matc,  imless  you  t  ik''  nir  in  tow  ;  lor  i  Ind 
Jt  l)rcciou>lv  diflicult  t(;  keep  upon  ,:n  ivi  11 
ki'r  1  wiih  the-"  niov:d)le  shore-  ;  and  al- 
though I  haw  ;:ot  tlirsc  two  stiek'^.  like 
shrouds  to  a  Wnnndrd  nia^^l,  \it  I  ;ih\a\s 
feel  as  if  I  \\a-;  -(.ing  by  tin-  board  ;  it  I  g'rt 
upon  iny  bc.nn-canl;-.  I  shall  he\'er  right 
again  I' 

'  Why,  shipmate,'  sai:l  I,  'you  have  not 
practised  long  upon  this  laa-k,  1  shoiild 
think,  and  }ou  look  pretty  weak  in  the 
bends  ;  I  take  it  that  a  man  dors  not  lose 
both  his  P'ns  witho\tt  being   on  his   bo.'iu- 


ends  for  some  time.'  1  looked  at  the  poor 
fellow's  face  as  I  made  this  remark,  but  if 
was  so  thin  and  wizened  that  it  might  have 
done  for  a  lantern  and  not  hid  much  of  the 
light.  His  cocked-hat,  placed  athwart- 
sliips,  did  not  come  enough  over  his  head, 
and  I  never  remember  to  have  seen  such  a 
woe-bcgone  phiz  since  I  was  a  pensioner. 
Me  stopped  every  now  and  then,  and  at  last 
1  brought  him  to  an  anchor  on  one  of  the 
benches  just  in  time  to  save  him  from  fainting. 

'  I  shall  get  used  to  these  timbers  in  time, 
I  suppose  ;  but  it  ^s  hard  work  for  the 
knees  :  I  never  used  to  trouble  them  much 
before,  and  now  they  don't  like  the  work  ; — 
it  makes  me  feel  sea-sick  again.' 

'Ay,'  sa«'d  I,  'it  will  aU  come  riglit  in 
time  :  when  we  are  young,  it  requires  lots 
of  practice  before  we  can  toddle  upon  the 
legs  we  are  born  with  ;  and  when  we  get 
old,  we  never  learn  so  quickly  as  when  we 
were  young.  But  tell  us,  shipmate,  where 
did  you  lose  them  ?' 

'At  yMgiers,'  he  rcphed  ;  'and  the  devil 
take  all  Turks  who  ever  smoked  pipes  and 
wore  turbans !  1  should  not  have  minded 
one,  and  then  to  have  got  Greenwich  ;  but 
to  slap  them  both  off  with  one  shot  was 
sharp  work — and  for  me,  too,  who  have 
l)een  in  so  many  actions  and  escaped.  Jt  is, 
as  you  say,  rather  hard  to  learn  even 
patience  when  one's  old.  I  never  could 
wait  without  kicking  my  heels  at  the  grog- 
tub  when  first  I  went  to  sea,  and  I  was  one 
of  the  worst  hands  on  board  to  stand  doing 
nothing  at  quarters  when  the  ship  was  in  a 
blaze  and  only  the  firemen  at  work.' 

'  What  ward  are  von  in  ?'  1  asked. 

'The  /  7(7t';-r,' said  lie:  'bur,  I'm  hardly 
clear  of  the  sick-list  yet  ;  and  in  this  squally 
wc>  ither,  with  the  wind  veering  about  like  a 
dog-vane  in  a  calm,  with  rain  one  moment 
and  a  glimpse  of  lliesun  the  next.  1  feel  my 
feet  itching  and  aching  ju^t  .as  ))lainly  .as  if 
thev  were  on.' 

'  What  actions  were  you  in,  messmate, 
besides  this  one  again^t  the  stoat'  walls?— 
and  a  good  one  it  was  I' 

'  What  actions!  I'm  blessed  if  1  must  not 
look  up  mv  imaiiorv  and  sliakt-  mv  noddle 
boorc  I  shall  remember  them  all.  '  Why,  I 
was  in  the  A'/i';tv/,'7i/;/i'V,  and   v.a>  blown  up 

that  was  an  action  I  never  wished  to  try 
a;;:on,  hir,  if  I  liad  lost  mv  legs  then,  J 
shonM  have  b;<-a  drowiu'd.  '  \\'ell,  th.ai,  1 
v.a  -  in  St.  \'ir.C(ait'- ,' 

'  Wiiats'iip?"  saad  1  cjiiieklv  ;  '  whatshij), 
nii'S  mate  Y 

'  Wliy,    1    was   in    the    A'^niiicmiii'n    with 

'la  liie  .'I;;.! u!cii;n:iit  with  Nelson? — I 
don't  rfMiicnib'-r  you.' 

'  Nor  1  you  in  that  three-cornered  I'ortu- 
gue-"  man-of-war-looking  skiill-thatcher, ' 
saal  lie  ;  '  l)iit  just  take  lla-  top  (jff  your 
nKiM-l;oa  !,  rnd  if  you've   a    feature  lei't  in 
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don't  see  half  as  mucii  as  you  used  to  see  : 
but  I'll  tell  you.  After  the  Sovereign  was 
paid  off,  I  took  a  cruise  to  London  myself, 
and  all  the  money  1  got  from  Moses'  allow- 
ance for  the  TrrfalsTar  prize-money,  and  my 
pay  at  the  back  of  it,  soon  got  into  other 
pockets.  I  first  of  all  went  to  Porismouth 
to  see  iff  could  find  my  wife,  and  I  steered 
away  to  the  Jolly  Sailors.  The  old  land- 
lord was  at  home,  and  I  sat  down  and  blea 
a  cloud  with  him.  "Well,"  said  I,  "old 
boy,  have  you  seen  my  wife  ?" 

'  "Your  wife  I"  said  he;  "why,  to  be 
sure  I  did  ;  I  saw  her  after  she  marries i  t!ie 
lobster.  Theystaited  off  for  Ireland,  where 
his  regiment  was  quartered,  and  neitlier  of 
them  have  been  back  since.  To  lie  sure, 
it's  not  more  than  a  month  ago  altogether, 
and  1  don't  well  s;!e,  if  diey  got  across  tlio 
v/ater,  how  they  could  have  been  back." 

'  "  In  course,"  s  lys  I,  "she  was  married 
under  a  purser's  r.ame  ?" 

'"Not  she,"  said  the  landlord.  "  IL.t 
name  was  Elizaij  'th  Susan  Matson  ;  she 
juarried  you  as  Betsy  Matson,  and  slie 
married  the  soUIier  as  Susan  Matson.  The 
clerk  swore  he  knew  her  again,  although 
she  had  changed  her  colours,  fortius  time 
she  wore  red  rilibons  :  she  answered  thar 
she  was  Betsy's  twin-sister,  and  as  nuicii 
like  as  two  jieas.  I'liis  silenced  the  cle.k, 
and  they  were  married." 

'  This  settled  all  I  had  to  know  ;  and  al- 
though I  did  still  love  Betsy,  yet,  1  could 
not  forgive  her  exactly,  so  I  got  drunk  and. 
forgot  her.  Th.e  next  day  I  sliijij^'d  my- 
self on  board  a  stage-coach,  and  back  1 
went  to  Tower  iliil.  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore I  had  been  hauled  up  before  the  inavor, 
locked  up  in  the  lockdiouse,  run  aboard  of 
by  land  pirates,  and  cleaned  out  with  store- 
room bruslied  and  not  a  shot  in  the  loeker  ; 
I  had,  therefore,  nothing  for  it  but  to  v.jlrui- 
teer  again  ;  and  before  a  fortnigiu  was  over 
my  hf.'ad,  I  was  a  ciuartermaster  on  board, 
the  Arcthifii! ,  commanded  by  ("a|)!ain 
Clharles  Hiisb;ino,  as  gallant  an  oflicer  a; 
ever  led  hi-  ^hp  into  an  eneniv's  lia;bour 
or  cau;dit  hi. Id  '^f  a  f'renelini.in  at  se:i.    W'c 
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fore  we  get  back  to  our  cabins) — when  we 
were  joined  by  the  Lolona  and  Anson,  and 
put  to  sea  in  company  with  them.  We 
were  beating  up  towards  the  rsland  of 
Curacoa,  when  we  fell  in  with  the  F/sgurd, 
and  she  hauled  her  wind  and  joined  the 
scjiiadron. 

'  Towards  the  close  of  the  year — and  we 
had  made  a  merry  Christnias  of  it — we  be- 
gan fore  and  afr  the  decks  to  think  some- 
thing was  in  the  wind.  AUhough  we  were 
always  kept  pretty  sharp  at  our  work,  yet 
nov,-  we  fancied  that  we  were  practised  at 
quarters  more  than  at  reefing  topsails  ;  ami 
whenever  the  captains  of  the  other  shiijs 
came  on  board  they  always  got  talkin.g  to- 
gether more  earnestly  ;  and  then  it  would  lie 
"Quarters  again" — then  "Carry  all  sail" 
-—then  it  would  be  "Quarter-master  the 
glass  ;  "  and  after  a  good  look,  "  Tack  ship, 
st-ind  off  under  all  sail,"  then  "Heave-to  ;" 
"  Captains  come  on  board  to  supper  ;"  lots 
of  talking  again.  And  airiiough  it  was 
Christmas  time,  it  was  as  sure  as  that  sug;ir 
grows  in  Jamaica  that  we  should  get  some- 
thing more  than  sugar-plums  to  eat  before 
a  we-'k  was  over  our  heads. 

'Well,  Ben,  the  last  day  of  the  old  year 
w  ■  liad  got  off  Curacoa,  and  we  got  talking 
o\er  old  times,  when  the  usual  beat  to 
quarters  took  place,  men  wcva  mustered, 
the  "All  sober  and  present"  reported— for 
I  stood  at  the  wheel  and  saw  and  heard  it 
all  -when,  instead  of  saying  as  we  expected, 
"  Bi-:it  tl'i(;  retreat,  and  let  the  men  make; 
n)e;-ry  to-night,"  or  "  Splice  the  main 
'ornee,"  or  any  such  good  news,  the  captain 
called  out,  "Clear  for  action,  and  let  the 
carpenters  see  the  fire-screens  in  order. 
.Send  tlie  gunner  heri>."  Old  I'ounce  caiue 
along  the  deck  iliinking  sometliing  V'.ms 
wro!;g  ;  but  the  cajitain  a'^l.e  1  him  how 
iinich  jiowder  he  had  filled,  spoke  about 
going  to  the  magazine,  and  so  on  ;  and 
\vij(;n  cveiything  was  i-eady,  \\ :  went  round 
tlie  decks  himself,  and  says  lie,  "  My  men, 
)'ou  will  have  pretty  tight  work  of  it  before 
thiitime  to-monow."  Then  came  the  I'e- 
tre  t,  leaving  llie  sei|)  clear  lor  action,  and 
the  gun.s  secured  by  the  tackles  alone. 
"  i'ipi,-  the  hammocks  down,"  said  the 
capt  iin,  "  and  don't  disturb  the  men  during 
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betters,  Tom,  you  don't  see  more  with  your 
two  top-lights  than  I  do  with  my  one.  How- 
ever, I  should  have  no  objection  to  turn  in 
anything  else  but  another  dead-eye.  Al- 
though you  have  no  regular  service  legs,  yet, 
for  a  pair  of  dock-yard  pins,  they  are  as 
good  as  any  carpenter's  yeoman  could  rum- 
mage from  die  store-room  :  and  as  ,o»orf,  the 
parson  says,  comes  out  of  evil,  so  you  never 
need  cut  your  corns  or  buy  any  blacking  to 
polish  your  shoes.' 

'That's  what  I  call  fortune-  de  guerre,  as 
the  Frenchman  used  to  say,'  replied  Tom, 
'  when  he  made  a  mistake,  and,  instead  of 
getting  into  Brest  or  Toulon,  used  to  be  out 
of  his  reckoning,  and  by  some  devilish  had 
fortune  find  himself  snugly  housed  not  a 
score  of  miles  from  Portsmouth.  Rut  come 
along,  Ben  Brace,  my  old  Polyphemus  ; 
and,  as  you  will  have  your  blind  eye  to  wind- 
ward, ri!  keep  to  leeward  of  you,  or  you'll 
make  so  nnich  lee-way  you'll  never  fetch 
the  port.  There,  starboard  you  may  a  bit, 
and  we  shall  get  out  of  harbour  here  without 
running  foul  of  the  gates.' 

'  Mucii  obliged  for  the  pilotage,  Tom,'  I 
replied  ;  '  but  as  I  sail  better  than  you,  I'll 
take  you  in  tow  ;  and,  if  it  was  not  personal, 
!  should  say,  seeing  that  I  remark  all  things, 
that  you  would  be  like  a  small  craft  astern 
of  a  vessel  which  had  lost  its  rudder  :  you 
would  have  to  look  out  and  steer  her,  whilst 
she  towed  you  along.  There,  I'm  smack  in 
the  gutter  ;  that  all  comes  without  bemg 
personal  like,  of  your  not  consider ir;g  tli:a 
I  cati  wet  7n.y  feet. ' 

'  Fortmie  de  guerre,'  s.^.id  Tom,  as  he  w.n 
passing  along  a  slippery  part  of  the  quay; 
up  went  both  legs,  and  he  w,is  making  a 
."■.tern  board,  as  he  slid(:d  down  the  incline 
plane,  his  timber  toes  sticking  out  like  the 
catheads  of  a  ship,  his  cocked-hat  swinuuing 
away  lik"  a  PortiigU"se  man-of-war,  and  he 
himself  never  slopping  until  he  was  fairly 
launched.  A  crowd  of  watermen  soon  re- 
stored th.e  old  boy  to  his  eijuilibriuni.  I 
once  more  look  him  in  tow,  we  fetched  the 
tap,  ;ind  were  very  shortly  as  comfortably 
employeii  in  smoking  as  the  uios!  atiaul 
tobacconist  could  ever  have  wi.j!'-.!  to  see 
us. 

'Tom,'  said  I,  'that  faking  of  C.w.\<yyi 
was  a  gallant  affair  :  for  it's  not  evci  v  niaa 
who  will  run  iiuo  a  hirbf>ur  bnstlin;'  witli 
suns  and  stocked  with  soldiers  and  s.iiiors. 
How  many  had  you  ? 

'  How  many?'  said  Tom  ;  'why,  we  did 
not  muster  altogether  more  than  seven 
hundred  and  tifiy  :  they  might  La-.c.'  eaten 
us,  and  no  trouble  either.' 

•  Well,  where  did  vou  steer  lo  after  that, 
To;n  ? 

'.Steer  to!'  said  Tom  ;  '  wliy,  we  ^fcred 
about  the  West  ludi''-.  and  honif  ;!,L,'aii),  .and 
.so  on  until  1809.  when  I  wa,  (a.deil  an 
board  the  Buccphalits,  arai  ws-  ;   t  >  Jde,  1. 


ing.  We  did  not  make  much  of  that, 
although  ii  was  much  harder  work  than 
Curaqoa. 

'  I  don't  know  how  it  is,  old  shipmate, '  he 
I  continued,  '  but  we  sailors  never  get  on  so 
well  when  we  have  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  soldiers  :  either  the  ships  get  there 
before  the  time,  or  the  soldiers  are  beat  be- 
fore we  come  up  ;  and  I  think  the  best  plan 
is  always  to  have  it  to  ourselves  ;  then,  if  we 
are  toucheci  up  roughly,  why,  we  slip  our 
cables,  loose  sails,  and  they  may  blaze  away 
until  they  are  blind  ;  but  when  it  comes  to 
covering  retreats,  as  they  call  it,  why,  we  are 
sure  to  botch  the  business.  I  never  shall 
forget  some  of  our  lads  afterwards  in 
America  being  shoved  ashore  with  a  nuisket 
to  march  with  the  soldiers,  and  when  a  herd 
of  swine  hove  in  sight,  didn't  we  fire  at  them 
— that's  all,  and  chase  them  till  we  heard, 
' '  Hall  1  halt !"  but  we  never  came  to  a  heave- 
to  until  we  had  got  a  string-halt  on  the  pigs' 
hind-legs,  and  then  we  moored  the  whole 
fleet  of  them,  with  a  cable  each  way  ;  and 
alter  all,  they  were  tne  best  prisoners  we 
made. 

'  But  I'm  all  adrift  with  Flushing,  and  cer- 
tainly know  little  enough  about  it  ;  for,  with 
the  exception  of  firing  at  a  low  town  with 
rockets  and  shells,  and  running  jn  ruid  out 
of  shoals — aground  one  moment  and  afloat 
tlie  ne.\t — it's  very  little  we  did,  and  the 
soldiers  did  no  more.  But,  Lord  1  Ben.  how 
they  did  die  I  .Sheep  with  the  rot  was  a 
joke  to  them  !  Tliey  went  off  worse  than  at 
Jamaica  in  the  sickly  season  !  not  all  the 
Skeedam,  or  the  sclmaps  of  Beverland, 
could  save  them  ;  and  a  pretty  bother  there'll 
be  amongst  tliem  at  the  Inst  pijie  !  Ay. 
Ben,  it's  often,  since  tv\()  of  my  stumps  have 
been  boiled  down,  as  a  sauev  chap  said  tlie 
otherday,  that  I  liavc  take-n  to  thinking  about 
the  last  launch  ;  and  if  I  could  be  shov(;d 
overboard  in  a  hammock,  in  three  or  (our 
liunrired  fathom  water,  .after  I'm  dead,  1 
should  lik'-  It  better  than  la-tting  a  kick  from 
one  or  ;i  cuff  from  anolln'r  in  ti;e  cliurch- 
vard.  Wlio  kiKJws  but  v.hat  a  left-handed 
boatswain's-inate  might  be  alongside  of  us 
to  fr'  shen  our  way  aloft  ? 

'  Well,  talking's  dry  wck  ;  and  this  is  the 
first  time  1  have  ever  come  to  an  anchor  in 
the  Dolphin,  and  although  I  swore  never  lo 
h.ave  any  more  ^^rt.;-^  for  a  fortnight,  vet  i 
Ihmk  I  must  treat  resolution  to  a  glass,  and 
my  jadinise  to  a  piije,  Ibae  I  huUoa  !  sliip 
aiiov  r 

Oid  Jorum,  the  I  mdlord,  freshened  liav, >e 
hji  'J  oia  ;  who,  when  lie  had  got  his  pipe  in 
la;  mouth  and  his  grog  before  him,  looked 
hk''  a  real  pensioner,  who  had  left  his  legs 
and  hii  cares  Ijchind  him.  began  to  talk  of 
past  days,  and  it  was  some  time  bf'fore  1 
got  him  on  the  rigiit  tack  to  finisli  liis 
sea-:-f|-viee  be.o:'"  he  ran  a'iiore  lor  ever, 
lie  wai  always  laying  hi;  anciior^  out  to 
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got  in,  and  we  went  off.  That,  Ben — that 
was  the  only  lime  Sir  Edward  got  a  shot  at 
a  three-decker.  Fie  got  one  broadside 
afterwards  at  an  eighty-gun  ship  we  had 
managed  in  the  Doyne  to  separate  from  the 
main  body  ;  but  she  got  into  Toulon  with 
only  one  or  two  shots  in  her  side  and 
eighteen  in  her  stern. 

'This  was  our  work,'  Tom  continued; 
'and  between  that  and  refitting  at  Mahon, 
and  sometimes  running  over  to  Genoa,  we 
got  through  the  years  until  the  peace  came 
and  Bony  was  shoved  ashore  at  Elba  to  get 
a  good  night's  sleep,  and  give  us  anoLlier 
chance  of  a  penn'orth  of  steps  at  P(;rts- 
mouth.  But  before  we  got  to  Old  England 
again,  we  went  down  among  the  Barbary 
boys,  and  had  the  admiral  s  fiag  on  board 
of  us.  If  they  had  not  done  just  what  the 
admiral  liked,  which  was  to  pay  us  some 
dollars  and  send  some  slaves  away,  we 
would  have  made  such  a  noise  in  the  bay  of 
Algiers  that  fish  would  have  been  dear  in 
the  market.  Well,  that  was  done  ;  home 
we  came  ;  and,  as  usual  with  all  stationers, 
went  to  Portsmouth. 

'  "Well,  Tom,  "  said  I  to  myself,  "here 
you  are  all  safe  fter  the  war,  with  a  grisly 
head  and  a  petty  officer's  rating  ;  and  now 
you  may  just  ship  a  broom  under  your  arm 
and  sweep  a  crossing,  or  volunteer  and  be 
refused  by  the  captam  of  a  collier.  What 
am  I  to  do,"  thinks  i,  "on  half-p.iy  ? — 
nothing  a  day  and  leed  yourself  won't  do. 
And  now,  altliou'_;h  I've  gnimbied  occasion- 
ally about  a  piece  of  pork  being  Ijad,  and 
tlie  beef  being  ma.le  out  of  a  salted  horse  ; 
yet  I'm  thinking  that  when  the  pay  is  gone, 
ship's  allowance  will  be  better  than  nion- 
);ey's — more  kicks  than  halfpence." 

'Well,  I  turned  all  this  end  for  end  in 
the  cable-tier  of  my  mind,  and  I  did  not 
like  it.  I  was  gettl^ig  old  in  the  Ecrsicc,  but 
1  li.ul  not  a  friend  lelt  in  the  world.  1  had 
flone  my  duty  like  a  man,  and  1  had  been 
as  often  in  action  as  any  man  in  the  fleet  ; 
but  what  was  that?  1  had  not  a  shot  in 
my  hull,  ;md  mv  sjwrs  were  all  sale  .ind 
strong.  I  knew  lh:it  if  1  went  X(>  volunteer 
for  a  ship  on  the  pence -est.diiislmieiit,  the 
first  lieutenant  would  have  turned  roe.nd 
upon  his  heel,  never  Imve  kiok^d  .u  n\\  ci-i- 
tificatcs.  but  would  s.iy,  '■\r\\  iikilv,  mv 
(ini:  fellow  ;  \on  inav  h-i\e  Ijei  n  willi  .Nel- 
son, <Jollin!;uood,  and  lOxnioiUh— (for  tiiiy 
had  rnndc  ,1  lord  of  Sir  Edward  relievv)-- 
bm  wev\aiil  youn-^  ac;:tive  men.  Here.  N'r, 
Jonas,  see  tins  eld  fellow  out  of  the  ship.'' 
—  Then,  if  I  had  gone  to  a  West  Indi.iDi.in, 
the  skipper  would  he.ee  -aid,  "  Xo,  niy  lad, 
I  can't  takv  yon.  Men  of- war's  men  alu  .lys 
want  grog,  and  tl;iv  fioiil  like  worldnt;  all 
day  and  niglil."  In  .hoit.  P.m.  I  heg/iii  to 
think,  that  let  a  m.m  rive  Ins  ci.antiy  as 
Irii'y  ,i>  he  v.iaild  - .  r\-'  lean  i-if- -  .nid  1  take 
that   to  be  i)ietly  staunchiy  — it    i;e  e';Ci{)ed 


the  shot  of  the  French  or  the  knife  of  the 
Spaniard,  he  might  have  all  the  pleasure  of 
dying  by  starvation  in  the  streets.  What 
can  an  old  sailor  turn  his  hand  to? 

'  I  had  all  this  before  me.  I  was  never 
an  idler  ;  and  although  rather  wild  at 
PoitsinoLith,  was  tame  aboaid.  We  were 
to  be  paid  off;  the  pay-books  were  made 
up,  and  Tom  Toprail  likely  to  turn  fisher- 
man's boy  in  his  old  age,  when  one  morn- 
ing, just  before  we  were  to  be  sent  adrift, 
w  hoin  should  we  see  coming  alongside  but 
the  admiral.  He  used  to  play  these  trtcks 
in  Port  Mahon  :  and  no  skipper  knew  that 
he  might  not  be  roused  out  of  his  cot  at 
daylight  to  find  the  commander-in-chief 
looking  oil  at  the  holy-stoning  of  the  decks. 
Well,  Biace,  no  sooner  does  his  lordship 
come  aboard,  than  the  boatswain  and  his 
mates  were  at  work  to  turn  the  hands  up, 
and  aft  we  all  came  on  the  quarter-deck. 
The  oliicers  were  all  in  attendance,  and  we 
did  not  know  if  the  gratings  were  going  to 
be  rigged,  or  the  admiral  going  to  preach. 

'  "  My  lads,"  said  he,  "the  fewer  words 
I  use,  the  better  you  will  understand  ine. 
\\\:  have  sailed  together  some  time,  and 
we  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  one 
.another.  Here  is  a  letter  from  the  Ad- 
miralty, desiiing  me  to  fit  out  a  squadron 
for  very  particular  service  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean— that  kind  of  service  which  you  all 
like ; — in  short,  it  is  to  attack  Algiers. 
Xow  you  all  know  you  are  ordered  to  be 
;5aid  oft',  uiio  amongst  you  will  voltinteer  to 
Serve  under  your  old  commander-in  chief, 
and  enter  on  board  the  Queen  Charlotte  .'" 

'  You  know,  Ben,  when  an  admiral  spctd^s. 
J.^xk  it;  alwa\'s  silent  :  and  it's  a  long  time 
before  he  gets  his  javving-tacks  on  board. 
Well,  there  was  one  fellow  ttirning  his  hat 
ronnii  as  if  he  expected  to  find  Spanish 
dollars  in  the  rim  ;  another  was  flattening 
las  iiaar  down  anil  looking  as  if  he  was  ship- 
j)ing  the  winch  of  his  lungs  to  get  a  word 
up  ;  and  a  third  was  shuffling  his  feet  about, 
:is  if  he  WHS  gt'tltng  ready  to  dance  a  horn- 
pipe ;  but  not  a  man  spoke  a  word — they  all 
stood,  i'ke  ti  lloek  of  sheep  in  a  sqntill, 
Iniddk'd  together  tmd  keeping  close  to  etich 
other. 

'"  \\  iitit  ;  not  one-?"  said  his  lordship: 
"  IS  tKere  not  ti  mtin  iii  ihe  Buyiic  wIkj  uill 
stiii   with  me  ?' 

'■■  I'll  eiit'i-,  my  lord,"  sai<l  I;  "  Ijtit  1 
shoulij  like  ii  d.iy  or  two's  liberty  to  get  tid 
ol  my  moinv  ;  and  then  I'd  go  lound  ilie 
woi  Id  u  ith  viiiii'  loiilsliit>." 

■  "  That's  \sv\\  spoken,  Toprail."  stud  the 
teimuMl  (for  he  was  not  the  one  to  gri  on 
bo.ird  ii  .ship  and  not  know  his  crew  )  ;  "  you 
s!i. ill  l:a\(:  \otir  i)r<-sent  rating  ;  tiiid  1  hojie 
thai  in  lwin'vle)ur  hours  yon  wiil  htive 
spciu  all  v(;tM)tlLdit  to  sp'.Mld.,  ,in(i  ti'aoetir  on 
i'oaii  ihi.-  Qiuen  Cliarlotle.  Is  liiae  no 
on    e;..e? 
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three  cheers  as  we  shoved  off :  and  we  had 
a  regular  spree. 

'  The  admiral  was  quite  right  :  in  four- 
and-twenty  hours  I  hadn't  enough  money 
to  buy  a  quid  of  tobacco  ;  so  I  got  a  boat, 
and  away  I  went  on  board  the  Queen  Char- 
lotte. In  about  three  days  1  was  amongst 
almost  all  my  old  shipmates. 

'Jack  met  the  parson  on  shore,  but  he 
sheered  off  when  Jack  hailed  him  across  the 
street  and  asked,  "  If  he  was  not  a  pretty 
considerable  humbug  of  a  parson  to  go 
aboard  a  ship  and  try  to  pocket  the  pay  of 
the  men,  and  then  get  drunk  and  fall  down 
the  hatchway  !' 

•  Well,  Ben,  I've  often  thought  that  that 
was  the  most  impertinent  thing  I  ever  re- 
member ;  to  think  that  we  lads,  who  sailed 
round  the  world,  knew  every  corner  where 
a  grcgshop  stood,  and  thrashed  every  nation 
that  ever  wore  a  flag,  should  be  treated  like 
a  set  of  dogs,  and  only  given  so  many  half- 
pence, for  fear  we  should  get  sick  in  the 
bun  shop.  These  Melhody  fellows  caught 
some  of  the  comical  ;  but  they  didn't  make 
much  of  a  haul  with  us.  Who  knew  if  they 
weren't  lawyers  under  false  colours? — at  any 
rate,  the  black  flag  was  not  likely  to  tempt 
us.  I  believe  every  one  of  them  who  are 
such  sanctified  fellows  that  they  won't  let  a 
sailor  have  a  glass,  and  want  to  keep  his 
money,  are  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  set 
of  pirates  ;  and  after  they  had  plundered 
the  ship,  they  would  scuttle  thehulj.and  send 
you  to  blazes  in  a  moment.  No,  no ;  let's 
have  it  all  in  the  regular  way  :  let's  have  the 
chaplain  to  preach,  and  the  captain  to  read 
the  articles  of  war  ;  give  us  our  grog,  and 
touch  up  the  man  who  skulks  ;  then  I'm 
much  mistaken  if  we  don't  beat  all  the 
world,  as  we  have  done  before.  But  to 
make  sailors,  Ben,  a  tea-drinking  set  of 
Chinese,  and  to  cram  them  with  Methody, 
is  altering  the  man  as  much  as  they  altered 
the  old  ones  when  they  cut  off  their  tails  !' 

'  Cut  off  what?'  said  1,  for  1  thought  Tom 
was  running  his  rig  upon  me;  'cut  off  a 
sailor's  tail  !  What,  do  you  want  to  make 
them  like  shepherd's  dogs,  and  have  their 
hair  cut  round  a  skimming-dish,  like  a 
Malay's  head  ?  What,  Tom,  give  them 
only  half  allowance  of  grog,  and  turn  their 
spirit-rooms  into  tea-chests,  like  the  hold  of 
an  Indiaman  ?  No,  no,  Tom  ;  I'm  lil<e  the 
old  woman  who  believed  the  moimtains  of 
sugar  and  seas  of  milk,  but  wouldn't  believe 
the  flying-fish  ;  and  I'm  blessed  if  I  believe 
you." 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

BATTLE   OF   ALGIERS. 

'  [  know.s  all  about  it,  you  see,  for  I  was  quar- 
tered on  the  poop  at  the  signals.  Well,  down  we 
runs  ;  when  the  admiral,  both  ways  bent  for  a 
belly-full,  makes  the  general  signal  for  dinner — 
and  many's  the  brave  fellow  that  never  bolted 
another.  But  'twas  no  time  to  be  nice  in  stow- 
ing away  ground-tier  grub — so  you  may  suppose 
every  man  was  at  his  gun  in  a  crack.' — Naval 
Sketcti-Book. 

'  Wr  were  not  long  in  harbour.  Directly 
it  was  known  that  we  were  going  out  to 
fight,  and  not  to  be  stuck  in  Malta  or 
Gibraltar,  eating  figs  and  exchanging  biscuit 
for  sausages,  plenty  of  the  rigiit  sort — men 
who  had  been  half  their  lives  working  guns 
— volunteered  ;  and  before  the  25ih  of  July, 
on  which  day  we  left  Portsmouth,  five  sail 
of  the  line  (in  which  were  the  Queen  Char- 
lotte and  the  Impregnable),  tliree  frigates  of 
the  large  sort,  and  two  of  the  small  ones, 
five  gun-brigs,  and  four  bomb-vessels,  were 
manned  and  ready  for  sea.  There  was  no 
necessity,  Ben,  for  the  press-gang  :  only  let 
your  real  tar  know  that  he  is  not  going  to 
sea  to  do  nothing,  but  that  the  old  work  is 
to  be  done  over  again,  and  you  may  catch 
as  many  of  them  as  would  man  all  the  ships 
in  the  navy.  I  never  saw  men  come  on 
board  more  determined  to  have  prize-money  ; 
some  of  them,  to  be  sure,  had  already  been 
in  action  on  shore,  and  mustered  the  first 
Sunday  with  a  dark  dab  about  both  eyes  ; 
but  tht^yleft  their  pay  and  their  priz(;-money 
behind  them.  I'm  told  that  half  the  captains 
and  lieutenants  in  the  navy  volunteered,  and 
that  you  might  have  manned  a  frigate  with 
ofllcers  ;  they  couldn't  go  in  only  five  largo 
ships,  unless  they  went  as  captains  of  the 
gun=. 

'OntheaSthwe  started  frotn  Plymouth 
and  stood  down  the  Channel  ;  and  from 
that  time,  when  we  fished  the  anchor,  until 
we  anchored  at  .Mgiers,  we  had  not  many 
hours  to  Took  after  our  clothes-bags.  There 
we  were,  directly  we  had  swallowed  our 
cocoa,  hard  at  practice  with  the  guns. 
There  was  a  twelve-pounder  cast  arlrift  on 
the  quarter-deck,  and  a  large  target  stuck 
from  the  fore-topmast  studding  boom,  and 
we  had  to  blaze  away  at  that.  Of  course, 
when  the  ship  rolled,  the  target  rolled  ;  and 
for  a  week  I  would  have  bet  my  half  allow- 
ance of  grog  against  n  marine's  powder-belt, 
that  the  target  was  as  safe  as  a  man  in  irons. 

'At  last  joe  Miller  hit  it.  I  think  he  shut 
his  eyes  when  he  fired  ;  but  he  was  patted 
on  the  back,  and  they  gave  him  a  glass  of 
grog  :  and  when  the  other  first  and  second 
captains  of  the  guns  saw  that  if  they  made  a 
hole  in  the  rope  yarns,  it  let  rum  out  of  the 
bottle,  they  began  to  be  more  cautious,  and 
before  we  got  to  Gibraltar,  I  wouldn't  have 
swung  in  the  target  for  all  tlie  prize-money 
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'iurki  do,  but  out  sword  and  give  the  don- 
key a  touch  in  tlie  stern  that  would  have 
made  (;ven  a  pig  forge  ahead.  Down  went 
neddy's  head,  and  up  went  his  tail,  and  he 
began  pitch-ing  about  like  a  ten-gun  brig  in 
a  head  sea,  working  the  doctor  into  the 
wall  ;  when  smack  came  a  stick  upon  his 
oruj.iiier.  He  forged  aliead  fast  enough 
then,  and  his  hind  legs  gave  the  basket 
such  a  jog  thrtt  the  baby  awoke,  and  set  up 
a  cry  that  might  have  been  heard  at  the 
palace. 

'"They  seized  the  doctor  and  c'lild 
ins'antly,  and  1  had  just  time  to  get  down 
to  the  boat  and  shove  oft'  with  the  mother 
and  daughter.  Ay,  they  might  have  f<n:nd 
out  then  that  they  were  women,  for  thc;y 
pi]:ied  their  eyes  and  swabbed  their  faces, 
and  calle»l  out  for  the  boy  and  the  basket  ; 
but  the  devil  a  word  did  they  say  ab<.)ut 
either  the  fruit  or  ihe  doctor,  who  by  ilii- 
time,  1  should  think,  is  about  getting  back 
to  liis  own  shape  again.  Well,  UkU,  what 
do  you  think  the  Dey  does  ?  He  sends  for 
the  child,  and  it  was  a  toss  up  if  he  roasted 
and  ate  it,  or  pitched  it  into  the  h.irbour  : 
liowever,  something  went  right  at  thattiine, 
and  he  sent  the  child  on  board  ;  but  he  has 
kept  the  doctor,  the  consul,  and  everybody 
else  he  could  find  ashoie.  And,  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  them  all !  I  wouldn't  be  in 
their  clothes  for  all  the  siiag-toli  icco  in 
Virginia  ! — 'Von  couldn't  give  a  chap  a  drop 
of  water,  could  you? — !mu  perhaps  your 
grt'g  has  lieen  served  out?" 

'  I  took  the  hint,  Ben  ;  but  beiore  1  could 
wet  his  throat  down  came  the  cajjtain,  the 
boat  was  off,  and  wi;  under  sail. 

'On  Ihe  26th  we  made  the  land,  anrl  then 
we  began  to  look  about  us  in  earnest.    'Jlu- 
admiral  had  made  up  his  mind  not  tosi.md 
shilly-shaliying,  ,and  sending   messng'  s  .and 
getting  no  answers  ;  for  'lurks  are  never  in    j 
a  hurry  to   talk,    and  when    they    have  lo    j 
wiite  ;i,n  answer,    they    take  care    lo    ha\\     1 
time  enough  to  mend  tlieir  pens.      As  there    I 
w.'i:^   no   secrt'i    in  the   matter,  we   .-ill   knew    ; 
what  we  wiTr  g'):i:g  about  .jiist   as  Wi'll   as    ' 
tl;'-  admiral,      /vt  (!.i\liL;lil    on    the   nuirnin'.; 
ol    the    :27th,    whin    ]    came   to    rcaicvt-    th 
fH'irii-rma'-lei'  of   thf   niiddle    walrh,    tlua 
wa,s  the  place  in  si::!)!,    .ind    hiokii.t;    for   a 
Ihe  world    like  a  laii;i'    iiiaiii-toos  i;l   siir-a 
out  to   dry    on    the    saa'  of  a  hili  ;    iiaiT.]>, 
tovvards   the   head    .■mil  broad   at    the   fowt 
the  n;ef-poinls    standing  for   stre'ets  .   ulal-t     ' 
the  walls,  wliieh  ui;  could  see  ;is   plaiaJN   a 
we  could  see  lb.'  li<,'hlhouse,   looked  iiLe  ill 
I'l 
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pi(;r  and  Meile-hiMd,  whiel!  tne,,t  Invtak^n 
all  Ihe  donkeys  h'-lween  ■reliiai:  an  I  Tuni-; 
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built  then).  We  lay  almost  becalmed,  with 
our  heads  towards  the  place ;  and  as  we 
looked  through  the  haze  of  the  morning, 
the  town  appeared  larger,  and  the  batteries 
bigger,  than  perhaps  they  really  were  ;  but 
when  I  looked  round  at  the  squadron  going 
lo  attack  it,  I  thought  that  we  must  be 
Ij'iown  out  of  the  water,  and  that  if  any  of 
us  came  down  again  with  our  arms  and 
limbs,  we  should  be  jammed  into  our  right 
shapes  again  by  a  donkey  in  the  gateway. 

'  I  had  bc^en  on  shore  often  before  at 
Algiers,  and  I  knew  the  place  as  well  as  if  I 
had  carried  the  stones  to  build  it ;  for  when 
1  was  there  in  the  Boyiie  getting  water,  I 
got  leave  from  the  midshipman,  after  the 
hoae  was  fixed  and  the  v,ater  running,  just 
to  step  through  the  gate  and  see  what  it  was 
like.  Well,  there  I  saw  houses  jammed  to- 
gc'ilier,  built  of  stone,  with  walls  so  thick 
lliat  I  thotight  one  could  make  a  defence 
iof  the  oth.er,  and  that  nothing  could  hurt 
the  second  street  alter  the  first  one  was 
knocked  down.  Then  I  got  into  the  Fish- 
market,  and  there  was  a  battery,  if  well 
managed,  strong  enough  to  sink  a  three- 
decker  ;  and  when  1  walked  round  the 
^iole,  1  said  to  myself,  "  1  should  like  to  see 
ail  the  ships  in  the  world  come  alongside  of 
ti:is,  and  let  me  h.ave  only  three  hundred 
blue-jackets,  a.nd  the  giuis  fitted  with 
tackles"  (fori  don't  understand  that  hand- 
S]:>iking  them  out,  wdien  one  good  haul,  and 
out  it  would  run  to  the  wall).  Many's  the 
time  I  looked  into  the  coffee-shop  and  saw 
these  chaps  sitting  cross-legged  like  tailors, 
witli  more  pistols  and  swords  than  ever  were 
used  to  cut  out  the  IJcriiiioiie  ;  and  then  I 
used  to  inia.ginc  that  tl>ese  Turks  thought 
olnolhing  but  smoking  and  fighting.  They 
Were  a  line  stout  set  of  fi-llows,  and  did  not 
care  for  death  any  more  than  they  did  for 
their  kiw  against  drinking  grog.  I've  seen 
them  turn  it  down  by  qtwrts,  and  well  thex' 
iiiav.  Did  any  man  yvV  lia\e  a  thing  denied 
hiiii  and  not  w  isli  for  it?  When  there's  no 
liiierlv  to  go  on  shore,  don't  we  all  wish  to 
go  (_iireetly?  \\hereas,  liad  the  word  hcx-n 
j)a.-~  _'d  '•  for  those  wiio  waiitetl  liberty  to  go 
(jn  shore  lo  go  ;ift  on  the  quarter-deck  and 
put  lle'ir  names  down,'  not  thirty  would 
iia\e  taaie;  and  1  heard  the  parson  say  one 
iiioiiiing,  when  somebody  had  eaten  his  hot 
roll,  thai,  "like  Adam  with  an  apple,  the 
roll  never  would  have  been  touched  if  it  had 
not  hei'ii  ihe  iirofierty  of  another."  hnl 
till .  i,.  ail  lium.an  nature,  Hen.  h'ancy  hov, 
v.e  l;o\.s  longed  for  s(jft-lack  when  the  last 
i;  r.ienant  -..ouid  not  let  the  bum-boat  come 
all  iii;;^  ide  :  siei|3  a  man's  grog,  and  he'll  get 
draak  il  he  can. 

■  '!  !:■■■  time  v.as  nea.r  at  hand  wlien  many 
a  iii,;\e'  leliow  wlio  was  then  HSlr'e]j  in  his 
haiamock  would  be  lashed  u))  in  it  before 
the  iiioriow,  or  launched  oveihoairl  without 
il  :   .and    vet    how   iiuieUv   thev    slept  I — ;)'. 
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what  ship  answered  first.  Tha  stops 
seemed  to  break  all  at  the  same  moment, 
excepting  on  board  the  Supefb,  and  the 
signal-man  there  was  determined  not  to  be 
last,  so  he  sent  the  flag  aloft  without  any 
stop  at  all. 

'  "  Put  the  helm  up,  Mr.  Gaze,"  said  the 
admiral :  and  Mr.  Gaze,  who  was  the 
master,  caiied  out  as  quietly  as  if  he  was 
going  to  wear  ship  at  sea,  "  Up  lielin, 
quartermaster!" — "Ay,  ay,  sir!"  said  I, 
and  round  flew  the  spolces. 

'  The  sails  were  trimmed,  and  each  ship 
steered  for  lier  station.  1  was  at  the  weather- 
wheel  ;  and  although  I  did  think  a  bit,  yet 
I  never  took  my  eye  off  the  lighthouse, 
which  Mr.  Gaze  told  me  to  keep  in  a  line 
with  a  flag-staff.  "Yes,"  said  1  to  myself, 
"  here  we  go,  right  before  the  wind  on  a 
lee-shore,  to  see  which  is  hardest,  iron  or 
stone,  into  a  place  not  large  enough  to  swing 
a  decent-sized  bumboat  ;  and  if  we  are  to 
get  out  again,  we  must  haul  her  over  the 
A'Tole-head  ; — for  the  breudth  across  was  not 
more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and 
how  the  devil  were  we  to  worlc  a  three-decker 
out  of  that  h&rse-pond  ?" 

'  "  Starboard  a  little,  Toprail  !"  said  the 
m.  aster. 

'  "  Starboard  it  is,  sir,"  said  1. 

'  "We  must  anchor  by  tlie  stern,  Gaze," 
said  the  admiral. 

'  "Certainly,  my  lord  !"  said  the  master  ; 
not  looking  round  the  devil  a  point  ;  but 
continuing,  "  Steady-i-c  !" 

'  "  Steady  it  is,  sir  !"  said  I. 

'The  wind  was  light,  and  we  slipped 
along  gently  tlirough  the  water.  All  iiaiids 
were  at  quarters  ;  the  sail-trimmers  stood 
ready  to  shorten  sail,  whilst  the  men  on  the 
lower  deck  were  to  attend  to  tiie  cables. 
Well,  Ben,  as  we  got  closer  and  closer,  I 
e.vpected  a  Turkish  salute,  for  now  the  Mole- 
head  seemed  coming  on  board  of  us.  Rut 
no,  tliere  tiiey  were,  silting  as  1  told  you 
b('fr)re,  and  not  a  blessed  one  of  theni  was 
afraid  of  the  flying  jib-boom  slioving  tliem 
off  the  battery'! 

'  "  Shoi  ten  Siiil,  lUisbanc  !"  said  tlie  ati- 
miral  ;  and  evei'ything  was  cii;\',etl  up,  and 
\vc  went  gentlv  to  om- station. 

'  "  I/Ct  go  tlie  anclior,  (j;izc  !"  said  his 
lordship. 

'"Hold  on  for  a  moment!"  said  tlie 
master  with  a  louder  voice.  "  My  lord,  w;; 
must  go  a  /ilii'c  farther  in  ; — now  1  think 
we  are  about  riglit  to  rake  the  Mole-head  !" 
Down  went  tlie  anchor  from  the  stern,  a 
hawser  was  run  out  to  a  brig,  and  the  jolly 
old  Qtiect!  Charlotte  lay  like  a  duck  on  the 
water,  with  lu:r  starboard  broadside  ready 
to  light  the  Turks'  iiipis.  I  lashed  the 
wheel,  and  jumped  upon  the  jioop  to  assist 
Simpson  if  any  signals  w(.'re  to  be  made. 
"And,"  says  I,  "  ii  those  Tiuks  under^^tand 
English,    tiiey  must    tliink  ii   odd  tliat  v,e 


come  poking  in  here,  right  under  their 
guns,  and  calling  out  the  soundings  as  if 
we  were  going  into  one  of  our  own  har- 
bours." Well,  by  way  of  letting  them 
believe  their  ears  if  they  doubted  their  eyes, 
we  waited  until  we  were  all  stoppered  and 
snug,  and  then  we  gave  them  three  such 
ciieers  as  made  the  whole  batch  of  them 
take  their  pipes  out  of  their  mouths,  and 
they  sent  the  smoke  after  the  mouth-piece 
as  coolly  as  I  should  have  done  at  the 
Jolly  .S.iilors. 

'  Tlie  admiral  seemed  to  know  what 
ansv^fer  we  should  get  to  the  cheer  ;  and  as 
he  did  not  want  to  hurt  the  smokers,  he 
v.'aved  his  hat,  for  he  was  on  tite  poop,  to 
the  Turks,  and  kept  saying,  "  Get  out  of 
the  way,  will  you?  I'm  going  to  fire!" 
But  they  looked  at  him  witli  as  much  com- 
posure as  a  boatswain's  mate  looks  at  a 
man  lashed  to  the  gratings.  "Stupid 
fellows!"  said  the  admiral,  "  ivill  yon  get 
out  of  the  way  ?"  And  he  kept  waving  his 
\v\t  witli  as  large  a  sweep  as  a  chap  makes 
v.hcn  he  is  mowing  tlie  governor's  grass. 

'Just  at  this  time,  when  the  Leander  was 
the  only  ship  which  had  taken  up  her 
position  besides  ourselves,  the  silence  was 
disturbed  by  a  shot  from  the  I^ighthouse- 
battery,  which  came  smack  in  amongst  us. 

'  ' '  Stand  by  !"  said  the  admiral.  Two  or 
three  more  followed  the  first  ;  and  as  the 
fight  was  fairly  begun  by  the  tTurks,  he 
called  out,  after  again  waving  to  the  people, 
who  were  close  to  tiie  muzzles  of  the  guns, 
"  Fin:  f  The  whole  broadside  was  blazed 
at  the  word,  and  no  man  was  left  on  that 
l)ier-head  who  had  not  his  pipe  put  out. 
Close  as  we  were,  I  could  see  distinctly  the 
effect  of  our  shot.  I'he  top  of  tiie  Tvlole- 
head  seemed  almost  smashed  ;  bat  the 
smolte  (for  all  the  batteries  opened  tlieir 
fire)  soon  clapped  a  stopper  upon  all  ob- 
servations in  that  quarter. 

'  Tlie  Sirpcrli  was  the  ne.vt  sliip  to  us,  and 
shi:  got  all  snug  without  mucli  damage. 
Tae  Miiideii  was  next  to  lier  ;  then  came 
the  Albion,  and  last  of  all  the  Impregnable. 
These  four  liiie-of-battle  ships  were  with 
their  liroadsidcs  to  the  h>roadside  of  the 
j\1  ole-battery  ;  whilst  the  Scucr?/.  and  the 
<i/,!f'07;i  were  on  our  larboard  quarter, 
a'-tern  of  the  /.ra?/ifer,  which  ship  was 
ni):!'ist  of  the  l^'ish-market  — for  of  course 
tiie  'I'urks  did  not  want  any  fish  that  d,ay — 
they  had  to  look  out  for  their  own  souls  ! 

'  I  suppose,  Ben,  ever  since  Trafalgar, 
the.re  never  was  so  much  noise  mafle  about 
a  parcel  of  Turk';.  We  saw  them  driven 
into  the  batteries  like  a  set  of  donke)s  ;  and 
no  sooner  iiad  a  wliole  batch  of  the-m  been 
blown  into  lericho,  than  in  comes  a  new 
set  to  fill  up  their  places.  In  the  mean- 
time we  weie  not  lel^t  to  look  at  them  in 
comiVjrt.  The  whole  contents  of  the  inner 
part  Oi'  the  harbour  seemed  determined  to 
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were  burnt  by  Mr.  Richards  from  ourbarnje, 
and  we  only  lost  two  men  in  sodoin^.  But 
a  Mr.  Pocock  from  the  Hebrus,  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  under  Sir  Peter  Parker  in  the 
Mnielaus  in  America,  and  who  was  a  regu- 
lar devil-may-care  man  as  far  as  shot  and 
shell  were  concerned,  pushed  alongside  in  a 
rocket-boat  ;  the  Turks  made  a  de^p!-■rate 
attack  upon  him,  and  he  and  nine  of  his 
crew  were  killed  in  a  minute,  'i'lie  boat 
came  out  with  only  tiiree  men  It  ft  in  it,  and 
these  three  were  half  inclined  to  try  it  again  ; 
but  we  were  devilish  glad  th.ere  was  no 
occasion  for  her  going  back  :  the  whole 
batch  of  the  Turks  were  burning,  and  one 
drifted  out  so  near  us  that  1  thonglit  ni}' 
whibkers  were  a-ilre. 

'Well,  I  need  scarcely  tell  you,  that  the 
business  was  .settled  to  a  certainty  ;  the 
ships  were  destroy.^d,  the  batteries  beaten 
in,  and  tlie  tov,  n  sluilcen  ;  but  when  night 
closed  in,  there  we  remained  witlioiit  ,a 
breath  of  wind  to  blow  us  clear  of  the 
liarbour.  If  the  calm  had  continued,  why, 
L5en,  between  you  and  me,  considering  the 
magazines  on  hoard  tlie  diiTerent  ships  were 
getting  so  ehi])ty  that  the  pursers'  stewai'ds 
might  have  turned  them  into  candle-boxes 
without  any  fear  of  their  blowing  up,  I'm 
thinking  that  we  might  have  carried  sniid, 
as  well  as  the  donkeys,  to  repair  our  own 
work  !  Ay,  Vvhen  the  sun  went  do\vn  and 
it  began  to  be  dark,  I  can't  say  tlmt  I  felt 
so  easy  as  I  could  have  wislicd.  i  tiiouglit 
I  should  have  been  a  slave,  for  I  could  not 
shut  my  eyes  to  the  danger  and  say,  "  Never 
mind,  Tom  ;  niany's  the  dav  _\on  have 
weathered,  and  ilie  same  littic  cl'c  -ui)  \\i!ic;i 
sits  up  aloi't  to  look  after  you,  will  gvl  you 
out  of  this  scrajie  !" 

'The  admiral  had  bjen  wour.ded  {inrt 
had  gone  below,  and  he  must  have  tVlt  quite 
satisfied  witil  las  crew,  by  the  cheers  tlie)' 
gave  when  ijiey  heard  it  was  nothing 
serious.  W'e  liatl  already  swung  the  ship's 
head  round  to  seaward  ;  but  the  devil  a 
flaw  of  wind  ly  two  bells  had  come  towards 
us.  ']"he  flag  .-a  tfie  mast  head  was  hanging 
upright  and  downright  like  a  jackass's  fore- 
leg ;  and  althon;;]i  I  kejit  my  <.-;ves  aloft  like 
a  Methody  ]5,-ii-suii  at  [jravL-rs,  yet  I  could 
not  see  it  move.  W'e  ran  out  hawsers  and 
got  Ijoals  to  tow  ;  and  aljout  lour  l>:Ils  a 
light  air  came  from  off  the  land,  we  dro]-i|i.-d 
our  canvas  and  weic  standing  out.  \Vf|l 
dun,  1!'  n.  1  felt  as  a  man  should  frl  who 
hatl  iiceii  in  :,ucll  a  busines-: — bl.izing  away 
from  fov.r  b;'IK;  in  the  aft'-rnoon  iofourb'Hs 
in  the  lir'-t  wnteli.  1  had  l"it  tlie  pooo  and 
got  to  the  wlir.'l,  cn^t  off  the  iv.id'dling- 
lincs,  and  elapprd  my  h.Mid-  on  t 
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masons  ;  but  one  or  two  forts  over  the  town, 
and  which  if  we  had  blazed  at  until  now  we 
never  could  have  struck,  continued  to  play 
upon  us.  The  hawsers  were  cut  and  the 
tow-ropes  smashed  ;  but  as  we  had  just 
steerage-way  from  the  breeze,  it  did  not 
much  signify.  We  were  creeping  out,  and 
the  rest  of  the  fleet  were  getting  imder 
weigh  as  fast  as  they  could.  'I'he  master 
called  out,  "Port  a  little,  Toprail  I"  1 
heard  it,  Ben,  but  I  couldn't  answer.  A 
shot  had  come  through  the  quarter-deck 
port  from  that  cursed  battery  I  told  you  of, 
and  both  my  pins  were  shot  olf  below  the 
knee. 

'  Mr.  Gaze  not  hearing  the  answer, 
stepped  to  the  wheel,  and  I  shijuld  have 
been  dead  enough  if  he  had  not  called  a 
couple  of  stout  hands  and  sent  me  below. 
1  saw  no  more  of  the  action  ;  but  I  heard 
the  thunder  roll  over  our  heads,  for  it  came 
on  to  rain  and  thunder  and  lightning.  1 
heard  the  cables  as  they  ran  through  the 
liawso-holes,  and  before  eight  bells  had 
struck  and  the  watch  were  relieved,  1  was 
in  my  hannnock,  short  of  both  legs,  and 
had  gone  t'lrough  all  the  business  of 
docking,  without  once  singing  out  to  the 
doctor  "  to  liold  his  hand." 

'Well,  Ben,  you  know  the  rest.  The  Dey 
had  had  quite  enough  of  that  day  ;  and, 
although  he  might  have  known  that  powder 
could  not  last  for  ever,  unless  they  could  get 
the  saltpetre  out  of  the  salt-water — and  you 
know  going  to  sea  they  hoist  the  blue  jjeter 
— yet  he  was  such  an  ass  as  to  come  to  the 
terms  we  sent  in  by  tlie  flag  of  truce; 
w^hereas,  had  he  sent  back  his  compliments 
to  know  if  he  could  assist  the  adrnii-al  in 
repairing  his  ships  for  him  to  sail  back 
again,  not  all  the  Exmouths,  or  Colling- 
woods,  or  Nelsons,  that  ever  commanded  a 
fleet,  could  have  forced  him  to  I'cg  i)ardon 
for  his  impudence.  We  couldn't  have 
returned  to  the  fight.  I  tell  you.  Ben,  some 
of  the  ships  had  already  taken  the  ]50wder 
out  of  the  brigs  ;  and  the  battel  ies  on  the 
liill,  which  had  never  heard  the  whiz  of  .a 
shot  or  the  burst  of  a  shell,  nn'ght  have 
fired  away  at  us  until  another  fleet  came 
from  .Spitliead. 

'  It  N\as  a  great  action,  Ben,  a  noble 
.•'.et:'jn  !  a  daring  action  !  but  it  was  a  lucky 
action  ;  ar.d  as  ihey  say  fortune  favours  the 
bl■av(^  so  it  favoured  the  admiral.  And  I'm 
thinking  it  did  :s  much  for  me  ;  for  if  that 
shot  had  not  taken  off  two  of  my  .sjiars,  I 
miglit  not  have  got  moored  in  Greenwich 
k'Meii,  but  have  been  condemned,  hull  and 
;dl,  xr,  twist  about  a  broom  over  my  mast- 
Iv.ad.  like  a  Dutchman  for  sale — or  gone 
liegMJng  aboiu  the  country  with  a  wooden 
stump  and  a  strasv  hat,  to  ask  tliose  for 
elia:  ity  who  were  in  those  days,  l^jen,  a  little 
ni(jre  indebted  to  the  wooden  ','.,ills  of  Old 
fingland,   ilian  some  of   th'.'in  would  have 
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Time  came,  I  was  there,  and  Tom  at 
anchor  in  a  dry  dock.  Jorum  did  not  open 
the  gates  to  float  the  hull,  although  it  was 
Saturday  night,  which  was  the  night  agreed 
upon  by  the  old  host  for  returning  some  of 
the  money  in  kind  which  had  fallen  from 
Tom's  pockets  during  his  dancing  days  at 
Plymouth. 

'  I  say.  Jorum,'  said  Tom,  '  did  I  ever  tell 
you  a  yarn  about  Algiers  ?' 

'Oh  !'  said  Jorum,  twisting  round  like  a 
pig  in  a  squall,  or  like  a  monkey  in  chase  of 
his  own  tail,  '  did  you  ever  tell  me  of  any- 
thing else?  I'm  blessed  if  I  don't  know 
every  man's  name,  from  Exmouth's  to 
Pocock's,  and  from  Milne  to  JNliller.  I 
begin  to  think,  Mr.  To;!i-ail,  that  you  must 
be  Joe  Miller  yourself.' 

'  Well,  don't  be  surly,  old  fellow  !  Wc 
are  all  winding-up  fast,  and  some  of  us  in.iy 
not  weather  the  March  gales  !  Come,  givi; 
us  a  drop,  and  I'll  tell  you  about  Napier's 
business  with  the  Portuguese.' 

'  I  don't  want  to  hear  anything  about 
Napier  and  his  Portuguese  !  I've  rend  it 
all  in  the  papers.  You  talk  of  a  drop — 
liang  me  if  I  don't  think  you  would  drink  a 
cask  full  !  and  as  for  a  barrel,  I  should  be 
sorry  to  see  that  at  your  lips  !' 

'Ay,'  said  Tom,  'breakers  ahead  is  a 
sign  of  shoal  water  !  You  don't  want  me  to 
run  on  the  bank  and  be  high' and  dry?' 

'Run  on  the  bank?'  said  Jorum,  who 
took  this  in  aviother  sense  than  Tom  in- 
tended it.  'No,  I  don't  want  that:  we 
have  had  lots  of  those  breakers  already  !' 

'  What  day  of  the  month  is  this,  Jorum  ?' 
said  Tom,  apparently  recollecting  sou;e- 
thing. 

'■What  game  are  you  up  to  now?'  snid 
the  landlord.  '  Why,  it's  tlie  14th  of  Fe- 
bruary.' 

'Give  us  vour  hand,  P>en,'  said  Tom; 
'  cight-and-thirty  years  ago  you  and  1  \\i!re 
ah:)ut  something  else  than  thinking  of  b-er 
and  pipes  at  this  time  !' 

1  gave  Tom  a  hearty  shake,  and  said  I, 
'  That's  true,  Tom  ;  but  after  such  a  day's 
work,  a  drop  then  would  not  have  been  un- 
welcome.' 

'  Why,  what  did  you  do  piglit-natbthirty 
years  ago?'  said  Jorum,  looking  as  kiiowiii:,'- 
as  a  Johnny  (Jrow  at  Jamaica. 

'  (jive  us  your  hand  again,  Ren,'  said 
Tom,  }iot  noticing  the  Imdlord's  (|ur;srion 
at  all.  'When  I  think,  that  was  tin-  f][■^t 
action  we  were  ev('r  in  together  ;  for  I  was 
in  the  Excdlfiit  whtm  shi;  ranged  up  to  tak(> 
the  fire  off  the  Captain,  when  Nulson 
clapped  his  helm  a  starboard  and  ran  along- 
side of  the  Sail  XiJiohis.  My  eyes.  Hen  ! 
I  can  fancy  you  a.->  proud  as  .a  tiog  with  two 
tails,  carrying  tlie  swords  undf;:'  your  arm  !' 
'  1  say,  Tom,  did  you  ever  h^,,r  my  song 
ahotit  that  b'lsincss?'  said  I, 
'  ."^'o,'  said  I'.c, 


'  Will  you  hear  it,  old  Jorum  ?'  said  I. 

'Certainly,'  said  he. 

'  Chorus,'  said  I. 

'  Done,'  said  he.  '  Come,  Tom,  take 
your  beer  :  I  wish  it  would  put  your  pipe 
out.' 

'  Now,  Ben,'  said  Tom,  '  never  mind  the 
smoke.' 

'On  Febniary  the  fourteenth,  St.  Vincent's  Cape 
not  very  far. 
We  spied  a  noble  Spanish  fleet  of  twenty-seven 

men-of-war ; 
'I'en  frigates  too  we  counted,  and  the  brie;  they 

had  moreover, 
.Ml   ur.der  the  command  of  one   Don  Josef  de 
Cordova. 
Hurrah  !  there  they  are,  all  with   colours 

flying. 
And  Spaiush  ships  and  enemies — of  thai 
there's  no  denying. 

'  We  had  but  sl.xteen  ships  with  us,  but  all  car 

hearts  were  firm  and  good  : 
Old  Jervis  he  commanded  us,  with  Nelson,  Trou- 

bridge,  CoUingwood  ; 
With  many  other  captains  bold,  resolved  10  11  ";iit 

the  harder 
Wlien  ihey  .saw  the  Spanish  four-deck'd  ship  the 
Santa  Ti  inidada. 

Hurrah  !    here  they  are  ;    how    soon   the 

guns  will  rattle  ! 
Up  goes  a  signal   now — look   out — "  Pre- 
pare for  battle." 

'  I'.rave  Troubridge  soon  commenced  the  fight, 

cut  th.rough  the  Spaniards'  siraggling  line  ; 

Tb.cn    Nelson    cheer'd — "  Hur.'ah  !"    said    he, 

''  there's  some  of  them  shall  soon  be  mine." 

'I'he  /'Vr/^';j' pour'ci  her  broadside  in  :  the  Sp,i- 

niards  flinch'd  the  fun  thougli. 
As  tlie  colours  soon  came  tumbling  down  of  the 
S,ilvad:yf  del  Mundo. 

Hurrah  !  there  th.ey  are;  bla.zeaway,  my 

gallant  boys  ! 
Never  mind  your  legs  or  arms,  the  ;;rapc- 
shot  or  the  ncise. 

'  i'.ravc  Nelson  in  the  Captain  sought  the  largest 
ship  of  all  the  fleet ; 
.\nd  how,  mv  eye  !   the  shot  did  lly,  when  tiiese 

two  vessels  chanced  to  meet 
'I'he  San  "JoaefhwzViX  her  comrade  up,  with  the 

Nicholas  and  Isidore ;  — 
The  first  she  carried  eighty  guns,  the  latter  had 
but  seventy-four. 

Ilurraii  !   here  they  are  !~Coarders  fore 

and  aft,  be  readv  : 
"  FcVkuv  me,"  '•aid  Nelson,  "  lads;"    and 
'■  FoUoiV  IH'.\"  said  Berry. 


•  lie  boarded  the  .S>/;;/    Nicholas~\\\    a    miiuit'.- 

she  was  captured  then  ; 
The  Holy  Jfif  still  blazed  away,  still  "  Vollua- 

ine,  my  gallant  men, 
I'oi  w.ud  !  forward  !"   Nelson  cried  ;  "  my  noble 

cajitains,  stick  to  me, 
.\n'l  Nelson  bridge  shall  bear  us  on  to  We-lmin- 
stcr  or  Victory  !" 

Hurrah  !  here  we  are  ;  the  admiral  is  dead 

below. 
We've  captured  agood  pair  of  them— thr 
N'.cholas  aiid  Uoly  Toe 
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' 'I'hank  you,  docfor,'  he  continued; 
'  tliank  you  kindly.  Might  I  have  a  glass 
of  brandy  before  they  try  to  move  me  ?  I 
should  like  one  cheer  more  for  Collingwood 
— one  more  glass.' 

'  No,  no,  my  good  fellow,'  replied  the 
doctor  ;  '  it  would  kill  you  !  Come,  Brace, 
take  hiin  to  liis  cabin,  and  I  will  come  and 
see  him  th^re.  Look  sharp.'  And  saying 
this,  he  left  the  room. 

'  Why,  I  think  he's  dying,'  said  Jorum. 

'No,'  said  Tom.  'I'm  worth  two  dead 
men  now !' 

The  doctor  just  looked  back.  '  He  has 
rallied  wonderfully,' he  said.  'Now,  Brac'-, 
look  sharp !'  And  I  heard  the  horse  trut 
away  a  moment  afterwards. 

Tom  shut  his  eyes,  but  continued, — '  Tlr; 
log's  marked  up  ;  the  glass  is  nearly  <jUt, 
and  I  must  call  the  man  who  rs  to  relic\e 
me.     But,  Jorum,  just  one  drop  more.' 

'  Cheer  up  !  cheer  up  I'  said  I  ;  '  you 
have  done  your  duty  to  your  king  and  \vj\\x 
country,  and  the  parson  will  look  afteryour 
soul.     Get  a  shutter  and  a  pillow.  Jorum. ' 

'  None  of  your  making  an  old  woman  of 
me,  Ben  !'  said  I'om  in  a  firm  voice. 
'  Borrow  a  tarpaulin -hat,  and  stick  iny 
scraper  on  the  top  of  it — that's  a  sailor's 
proper  pillow.  Besides,  my  head  liriS 
carried  the  liat  long  enough,  and  now  it 
might  as  well  carry  the  head  ;— tie  for  tic, 
you  know,  Ben.  and  no  favour.' 

'I  hope,'  said  1,  'Tom,  we  shan't  have 
to  clap  the  hat  elsewhere. ' 

'I  have  faced  Death.'  s.iid  he,  '  l(Xi  often 
to  be  alraid  of  him  :  but  since  my  strength 
lias  begtui  to  fail  mc,  my  eyes  to  get  dim, 
and  my  allowance  to  ]iuz/,le  me,  1  may  as 
well  be  off.  But  I  shan't  strike  my  co'ouis 
without  a  struggle.  No  ;  I'll  never  haul 
down  my  ensign  until  the  luiH's  sinking! 
Now  then,  Ben,  heave  and  a  v.eigh  !' 

'  Now,  lads,'  said  I,  '  let's  lift  liim  sleaclilv  : 
tlicn\  juni]')  off  the  talil:',  youngster,  —  i'v(' 
got  his  li':;i  ;  go  to  his  heels,  boy,  ai:(l 
.stand  by  to  iilt.' 

'He'll  go  a  long  way,  Hen,  if  h(>  goes  to 
my  heo'ls  :  he  may  jjiivji  t!v,:m  as  h:u"d  a^lie 
lilies.  Gent'y,  Hen;  1  fc-l  vry  giddy  l!i.:c, 
as  if  1  couicl  lujid  on  .a  ring-holt  to  avoid 
fit  1 1  hi -^  i/f'.' 

•  Are  ) on  reatly  ?'  s:iid  1  : 
'  Stoi>,     I'l'U,'    Miid    T(--ni 

L.C'-d  hat  ui;der  niv  l;;:-iil  ?' 

•  \\s,  Tom,'  said  i. 
'  Tlial's  all  riglit  tli'Mi,'  he 

when  a  ])e;,sif))i''r's  hat  is  pl:i 


llien  il  is  a  (f,\:i/  ;■"  . 

•Lord!'  ^aid  ilu- 
Tom's  woodi'ii  pa, 
up  with  you  !' 

'  Where's  llie  doi 
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same  to  you  ; — I  thought  he  was  alongside 
of  us.  Here,  Jorum,'  said  Tom,  as  we 
placed  him  upright  upon  his  pins  ;  '  you  and 
I  are  quits  !' 

'  Not  exactly,'  said  Jorum  ;  '  the  score's 
high  !' 

'  Yes,  but  an  agreement  is  an  agreement 
all  over  the  world  !  It  is  fifteen  years  ago 
now  since  you  agreed  to  clear  off  my  score 
if  I  showed  you  the  ball  that  killed  Nelson. 
Ben's  a  witness  ;  so  many  thanks  to  you, 
and  a  good  night !  I  watched  every  day 
when  the  doctor  came  home  on  his  pony, 
and  as  the  chalks  were  many,  and  it  was  a 
weight  upon  my  conscience,  I  thought  if  I 
could  sham  a  die  in  your  house,  I  might  get 
the  doctor  here.  I  heard  the  trot  of  the 
aniinal — bless  its  heavy  feet  ! — before  I  gave 
the  cheers  :  you  know  the  rest  ;  and  now 
I'll  go  and  pitch  the  medicine  out  of  the 
window,  sleep  like  a  top,  and  be  out  ofdebt 
to-night  and  danger  to-morrow  !' 

'  'VVell,'  said  I,  '  man  and  boy  have  1 
lived  for  the  last  seventy  years,  and  had  lots 
of  greenhorns  in  lines,  yet  I  never  should 
have  thought  of  such  a  trick  as  this.  A  boy 
might  have  done  it ;  but  for  old  Tom  to 
have  set  about  it  -to  have  clapped  on  such 
a  face  and  S]5un  such  a  yarn  !  I  should  just 
as  soon  have  thouglu  of  seeing  the  Grand 
Turk  turn  Governor  of  Greenwich.  I  wonder 
where  the  v.'it  of  Tom  will  cease  ?' 

'  \N'hy,  nobody  gives  up  his  [un  until  he  is 
obliged,'  said  Tom.  'So  now,  I'll  go  to 
bed.  Come  along,  Ben  :  I'll  getj'ou  to  pull 
off  my  legs,  for  my  back  is  stiff  from  liie 
fall — Good-night,  Jorum  !  Lord  love  you  I 
if  you  get  to  windward  of  Tom  Toprail,  }-ou 
have  only  one  more  to  weatiier  I  And  now 
the  heavy  ballast  which  almost  foundered 
me  being  pitched  overboai'd,  I  can  hold  on 
a  little  longer,  and  pay  aiidgo,  like  ahav.s-;- 
fioni  a  hoa.t.' 

I  got  Tom  to  bed  :  he  was  ra.ther  giddy, 
but  the  next  morning  he  was  v.onderfulh 
well.  What  with  the' fall,  liowever,  and  the 
(|irintity  he  drank,  Tom  v.'as  not  likely  to 
s.'C  the  next  Christmas-da..}'.  lie  was  aware 
of  tiiis  ;  and  having  heard  that  peopjle 
s"ttlc  d  tlicir  worldly  concerns  before  tlu-)- 
tri])|ird  their  last  anchors,  he  seat  for  m  ■ 
o!ii-  flay,  anfl  s;iid,  '  Ben,  I  should  like  to 
iurike  my  Ti-stament  into  a  will,  as  they  call 
it  ;  aial  as  vou  li  arnt  to  wiite,  and  more 
over  ai-e  a  seh.olar  of  a  man,  pti'haos  you'll 
s>'i  to  v.ork  and  clialk  it  out.  But  I'll  t'.'U 
vi"!  -vhat  to  write;  because  I'm  given  i<< 
UiidiTstand  that  it  mn.st  be  a  man's  ov\  n 
v.!  '■,!•;  ,  and  that  if  he  is  not  mad  enough  n' 
gil  anybody  else's  wishes,  it  will  he  ar- 
tciK.-i'd  to  by  the  king  and  the  gcAi-mor  o\ 
the  iiospil.al.  .So  firing  3'ourself  to  aii 
an''!:or  a!:'!  >\rii'"-  i!  all  riowa. 

■"1  Toai  'foiirail,  iia\a'g  v,  '.iL'a.ei'ed 
m.ire."  a  r;:i!e,  b'xai  in  niaaiy  an  action, 
whistled   tor  \)\:\..\  a.  wind,  aiul   liaviiiv   io=:l 
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born  a  fisherman  and  lived  a  seaman,  I 
might  as  well  die  in  a  cabin  as  in  a  house. 
Besides,  when  I  saw  all  my  messmates 
about  me,  it  made  me  think  of  the  many 
happy  days  I  had  enjoyed  ;  and  I  soon  re- 
solved that  I  would  die  amongst  those  with 
whom  I  had  lived,  fought,  and  bled. 

Every  day  of  my  life  I  walked  through 
the  Painted-hall  and  looked  at  Nelson  :  and 
now  I  was  convinced  that  old  age  was 
creeping  fast  upon  mc,  for  every  object 
appeared  dizzy,  and  although  I  wiped  the 
glasses  of  my  spectacles,  yet  day  after  day  1 
saw  worse  out  of  the  only  eye  which  had 
served  me  for  thirty  years. 

Susan  was  the  worse  for  «ear  also.  Her 
eyes  were  not  so  bright  as  they  had  been  ; 
her  face  was  getting  like  a  ploughed  field  : 
for  what  was  once  all  youth  and  beauty, 
was  now  wizened  like  a  half-frozen  monkey  ; 
the  skin  was  sallow  and  thin,  and  the  cheek- 
bones seemed  to  be  coming  out  of  the 
harbour  they  had  so  long  occu])ied.  Ay, 
sad  it  is  to  see  how  preciously  ugly  we  must 
all  grow,  if  we  only  live  long  enough  ;  and 
it's  all  moonshine  trying  to  fill  up  tlie 
scupper- ways  with  paint  or  powder.  To  be 
sure,  amongst  us  in  humble  life  wa  are  not 
so  particular  in  endeavouring  to  outlive  our- 
selves :  give  us  a  snuff-box  and  a  pair  of 
spectacles,  and  we  don't  care  if  the  cliin  of 
our  wife  gets  as  bristly  as  a  piece  of  pork 
on  board  a  man-of-\\ar,  or  if  tlie  upper  lip 
has  as  nmch  hair  upon  it  as  a  Spanish  sol- 
dier's. We  all  grow  old  together  ;  and  when 
we  are  close  alongside  of  a  craft  for  years 
in  the  same  harbour,  wc  don't  sec  how 
gradually  she  requires  paint  and  putty,  and 
her  sides  get  rather  rusty  without  our  think- 
ing that  blacking  the  bends  might  be 
beneficial ;  and  when  we  come  to  look  at 
the  eyes  of  the  rigging,  we  find  they  would 
be  none  the  worse  for  serving  again.  So 
it  is  '.vith  man  and  wife  :  all  the  stores  for 
service  wear  out  so  gradunlly,  that  they 
hardly  know  when  to  have  a  survt-y,  or 
d('cl:ire  them  condemned  for  ever. 

1  wnsjiast  seventy— and  that's  a  long  run 
for  a  man  to  imike  ;  Sa-.a;i  w.is  wa-y  near  the 
ha/,y  side  of  sixty  ;  anil  we  I);.";an  tu  wag  <>ur 
heads,  anfl  tell  ihe  sanicstury  over  and  o'.er 
again.  .\nd  1  lound  siv  for',:;r>t  in  tiie  even- 
ing what  I  told  her  in  the  morning-  ;  and  sIk^ 
used  to  say,  '  \\  liy.  I'.en,  how  old  \fin  gruw  I 
)ou  remember  notlilne;  hat  wli.'U  iMinpeiied 
thirty  yc.irs  ago.'  Mnl  she  was  wreng,  lor 
every  night  I  booked  up  ali  I'le  day's  uoik, 
and  thus  kept  my  log  ready  for  overhauling  ; 
whilst  Su.^an  ;uid  her  only  dnu!.;iUer— and 
^Iv  w;;^  ])a-l  liiiily-  -amused  diiMiiselves 
with  some  iieedi'-.,  :ind  thread,  and  talking- 
ali'.ut  their  nei^jlihoer:.  j  i  w:m  ihe  (la\-  that 
1  made  Tom's  le,-.t:iiuent  iliat  1  ^:e.v  a 
great  changL'  in  Sii,-,an  ;  and  siie  met  me 
..t  li' :  door,  -a}  iiig.  ■  ( iueid  news.  Den! 
"ood  new.**  1' 


'  What's  it  all  about?'  said  I. 

'Why,'  she  answered,  'we  have  had  a 
lawyer  here  inquiring  for  you  ;  and  that's  the 
news  !' 

'And  bad  enough,  dame,'  said  I,  'it  may 
be  ;  for  those  land-sharks  never  come  sail- 
ing about  a  vessel  unless  they  have  smelt 
the  bait  towing  overboard.  What  did  he 
say  ?' 

'Why,  that,'  said  dame,  'I  can't  well 
answer;  for  when  he  found  that  you  wei'.e 
not  within,  he  .said  he  was  obliged  to  go  to 
town  about  some  action,  and  he  spoke  about 
an  assault  and  battery.' 

'  Bless  me  !'  said  I,  'how  very  unlucky  ! 
Perhaps  the  gentleman  wanted  some  infor- 
mation about  assaulting  the  battery  on  the 
"Mosquito  coast  ;  and  I  could  have  told  him 
all  about  Xelson,  when ' 

'  Stop,  my  dear  Ben,'  said  Susan  ;  '  I 
know  all  about  that,  and  I  should  have  a 
bad  meinory  if  I  did  not :  I  remember  all 
about  tiie  birds  which  ate  half  of  you  up, 
and  the  shitjs  which  sank  with  the  other 
half.' 

'  Ah,  dame,'  said  T,  '  you're  all  wrong  on 
that  board  ;  but  I'll  triin  the  sails  of  your 
memory  for  yon.'  And  I  was  going  to  give 
it  her  again,  when  a  black-looking  fellow 
hove  in  sight  at  the  entrance-port  of  the 
cottage  ;  and  says  dttme,  '  That's  him,  Ben  !' 
I  opened  th.e  door,  and  got  the  stranger  to 
come  to  an  anchor  in  the  front  room  ;  and 
as  1  was  to  speak  first,  being  senior  olficer, 
I  began— 

'  Fine  day,  sir.' 

'  Ratiier  wet  and  muddy,'  said  he.  '  Is 
your  name  Bciiiamin  Brace?' 

'  If,  sir,'  says  I,  •  you  want  Benjamin 
Brace  of  the  old  Agameiiinon — the  man  who 
sailed  with  Nelson  from  the  time  he  was 
the  size  of  a  handspike,  until  the  day  he 
died  aboard  the  V'ulory  :  if  it's  Ben  Brace 
who  was  at  St.  \'incent,  the  Brush,  the  Nile, 
Cadiz,  Teneritfe,  Copenhagen,  Boulogne, 
and  Trafalgar — 1  rather  think  I  am  the  man, 
as  maybeseen  from  these  certificates  :' — and 
then  I  wagged  my  right-arm  stump,  and 
kept  shuttin:;  the  lid  of  my  starboanl  eve 
like  ;t  we;isei  in  snnsliine. 

'  [  don't  know,'  said  the  lawver,  '  much 
about  ail  that  ;  Init  mv  oiiject  is  to  find  one 
I'enjamin  Ilrace,  late  of  C'awsand  Bay,  in 
the  c.-.unty  of  O  -von,  and  some  time  since 
pensioner  in  (/reranvieh  MospitaL' 

'  i'le.ced  ;!'.!  :e,'  said  I,  '  t;egging  yotir 
pardi^n  t"r  llie  inua't  ainion,  for  his  seivic>,s 
to  hisldng  and  his  country,    /am  the  m,\ii.' 

'  Is  tliere  no  other  of  that  name/'  .-ai'i 
tiie  altornev. 

I'n  I  iunips  like  a  juarine  wl'en  iie  he.u's 
'Cri.g  aiioy  I'  at  one  bell;  ar.d  clapping 
niv  firheiaid  arm  akinToo,  1  looked  him 
ri;;ht  in  tlie  f;ce,  and  says  1,  '  Did  you  ever 
i:  'er  o;  two  Xelson?  ?' 

'  No,'  sajri  the'  "^frimcer. 
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BEN  BRACE. 


;i  lesson,  iate  in  life,  ot  the  necessity  of 
taking  things  coolly,  and  never  desponding 
until  the  misfortune  arrives.  That  Mr. 
Tapes'  deatli  may  be  to  you  a  cause  of 
grief,  I  have  no  doubt  ;  but  it  may  a  little 
alleviateyoursobs  and  your  sorrows  to  know 
that  he  has  left  his  whole  property  to  you 
and  yours.' 

'  He  was  a  g-entleman,'  said  I. 

'  Oh  !  I  shall  go  mad  with  joy  !'  said 
Susan.  '  I'll  get  some  black  bonnets 
directly.  I'm  sure  I  shall  go  mad  witli  de- 
light !  Ben,  I'll  buy  some  crape  for  your 
arm.  Poor  dear  old  Tanes  !  Ilownicethe 
girl  will  look  in  black  !  Well,  I  alv.ays  said, 
one  of  these  days  luck  would  tiu'n.  Oh  !  1 
must  go  and  tell  my  daugluer  ; — poor  detti- 
old  man  !' 

'  Tiiere  she  goes,'  said  I,  'nnd  not  lilce 
the  rest  of  us.  When  the  wind  is  light  an.l 
the  sky  is  clear,  up  go  the  royals  and  the 
flying  kites  ;  when  it  is  cloudy  and  iiiurk\ 
and  squally,  then  it  is  reef  topsails, upcour.-i'S, 
and  make  the  best  we  can  of  it  uridcr  tiie 
storm  staysails.  But  with  woman,  L.oid 
love  you,  sir!  she'd  try  to  carry  sky-sails  in 
a  squall,  and  then  wonders  that  all  her 
masts  are  blown  out  of  her.  But  I'm 
obliged  to  you,  sir  :  it's  not  Ben  Brace  who 
is  ungrateful.  I  own  th.U  Tapes  did  give 
us  t^ie  inoney,  and  m;!.ny  a  time  it  has  mado 
us  happy  ;  and  I  would  rather  that  he  had 
lived,  if  his  conscience  did  not  disturb  hi  i 
sleep.  But  now  he  is  gone,  1  v/ould  not 
have  you  or  any  man  think  th:.;  I  respected 
hitn — not  I  ;  he  behaved  'uadiy  to  his 
brother,  and  evi-ryone  else  he  had  to  do 
with  ;  and  I  would  rather,  after  all,  that  lie 
Iv.rd  lived,  and  that  we  iiad  steeled  steadiiy 
along  the  course  v.hicli  we  l:ave  kept  for  ihu 
last  twenty  years.' 

'  I  must  be  going,' said  the  attorney,  '  for 
my  time  is  my  money.  But  tht:re  is  one 
thmg,  and  a  most  important  one,  which  I 
had  nearly  torgotten  :  tht;rc  is  a  confession 
drawn  up  by  one  Tackle  "Defbre  his  execu- 
tion ,  and  betbre  you  arc  put  in  possession 
of  what  is  left  you,  that  confession  is  to  be 
burnt  b'forr:  th..'  executors  ;  and  should  the 
sea'  hive  IviM:  br(ik'(-|i  ;ind  the  coiife>si(;n 
rca  i.  thrie  i^  ■  ci.iu^f  wiii'-h  would  not  h.- 
the  mo-.:  r,,ih-o.i:!i>i'-.  \\\\\  V...  ,ii;ii!  -.1  c  ail 
about  til. It  in  iMopi  r  ;iiii'::  \'mu  hm:.-!  cii 
UPion  us  at  l-'in'n!\,il'-.  inn  to-nucn  ,v  or 
next  (1  ly,  ,;■;  suits  yjiir  C  )n'/cii  I'-ni.v--.  .\',d 
uo'.v.  re;  \(iu  'have  !i-.iiiy  eiiok^''!  uic  v.ii  \ 
smoi  ■■.   !  >\:.\\\  wvA:  \(;u  good  niornin'^.' 

•  lb-  •.\.-  light,'  llio>i-ht  1  to  n.y^eU  rs 
lie  \\''i)t  on;:  ior  vln-n  1  l;i''.;a!i  t(j  talk 
d'oo'it  1  i])  -a  id'l'a.kle,  1  li.id  puff.;d  rather 
a  long  clou-!,  ,)nd  ii  i  I  rir.de  ,i  -aioi<e  wlii..li 
none  but  an  ni'i  ..1  ail-uini  loukl  see 
throut;ii.  W't  1;  I  'an  and  kis^e't  .Susan; 
and  I'm  b'e-^'-d  i.'  |  ,\.  ,\\  (  i  aak  m  ry  man, 
woman,  an  I  ihild  :a  -a,  ; ,  ,:  ,.ai --,;v.  do'.\  n 
10   the   old   lovvu-cer   wii'.i   hi-    ea/lcl-lacfl 


scraper  and  big  bell,  had  heard  all  about 
it,  and  inuch  more  into  the  bargaui.  But 
1  had  now  to  unlade  my  cargo  of  intelli 
gence,  and  away  I  steered  for  old  Tom. 


CH.XPTER  XXXI. 

TOM    TCJt'K.ML'S    DEA  fU 

'  Dul  riiirth  is  turriod  to  melancholy, 
for  Tom  has  gone  aloft  !' 

JjlBDlNa 

'i'OM  had  received  secret  instructions  from 
aloit.  He  was  on  his  beam-ends  in  lii„ 
bed,  and  he  had  altered  more  in  two  houra 
than  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  I  don't  know 
what  he  thouglit  of  ine,  for  I  came  into  his 
benh  with  the  end  of  an  olrl  song, 

'  What  signifies  life  or  its  riches, 
Or  any  sucii  glittering  toys  ?' 

and  so  forth,  when  I  started  brickwards  like 
a  lellow  who  runs  end-on  to  ;i  butcher's 
tray,  and  gets  the  handle  not  in  use  in  his 
eye. 

'  What  cheer,  Tom  ?'  said  I  :  '  whv,  you 
look  as  if  you  were  .ill  aback  and  had  no 
hands  left  to  brace  the  yards  about  ;  what's 
the  matter  W'ith  you,  siiipmate?' 

Tom  tvrislod  about  like  a  porpoise  cu  the 
grains,  a;.d  began  to  gasp  like  a  harpooned 
vrhale.  1  gave  a  hail  for  the  assiatant- 
surgeou  ;  and  when  lie  came  alongside  o! 
the  old  tar,  he  slrook  his  head,  and  ga\'e 
nie  a  look  as  much  as  to  say,  '  He's  oft'.' 

'Don't  you  th.ink,  your  honour,' .said  1. 
'  that  Ijranrly  miglit  give  liim  a  east  again?' 
for  i  recollected  Tom's  old  tricks,  and  1 
thought  he  migirt  be  up  to  beating  Ton 
Co.v  b  traverse  ;  but  lie  never  gave  a  squia: 
of  his  eye.  btit  laid  out  as  still  as  a  turtla 
under  the  half-dack. 

'  He  has  brol.en  a  blood -veas.d.'  said  the 
doctor  ;  '  afid  it'.-,  a  chance  if  ever  he  speaks 
again.  He  nuist  be  kept  quiie  still  for  the 
present,  and  1  will  do  all  1  can  for  In'm  ;  al- 
lhaMu;li,'  Said  i;e,  lowering  i:is  voice,  'at  his 
aga  I  have  very  little  hope.' 

Wail,  soniahuw  I  could  not  help  thi:ik;ng 
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—  ami  1  was  va-ry  near  sa\'ing 
eiauing  naarer  \<.i  hiui.  iio  Itarivetl  a  ia>)' 
viiNi',- ■  ^a^a..  fa.t  vry  pale,  and  seauiad  a'] 
al)|-oaii  laa'.  Tiia}  nati  ,1  ruH'se  in  I  1  a-land 
iiptJU  liini,  and  I  ;^ot  |irrmission  rj\'.<:tch 
cvei  in\  r>id  shipuMta.  He  was  nnuh  too 
niar  tiie  Ira-l  eal!  to  bi-  removed  to  ihe  sick 
wai'i  ,   so  1  vi'S'aived   to  see  tlio  las!  o:    iiim. 
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BEN  BRACE, 


'  1  cannot  sec  the  necessity  of  your 
remaining  here,  Ben,'  she  said  ;  '  and  too 
well  do  1  remember  the  comforts  of  life,  not 
to  wish  to  return  to  them.  You  do  not 
know  the  value  of  njoney — you  throw  it 
:i,way  without  thought,  contented  viith  the 
allowance  of  the  Hospital  ;  but  think  of  me, 
condemned  here  to  live,  although  perhaps 
with  money  enough  to  be  comfortable  else- 
where. And  what  are  the  prospects  of  my 
removal? — the  deatli  of  my  husband — the 
loss  of  the  man  who  has  been  my  protector, 
my  friend — who,  when  others  despised  me, 
never  forgot  me — who  took  me  from  starva- 
tion to  share  his  hard-earned  money.  Well, 
Brace,  when  1  think  of  all  this,  I  balance 
between  gratitude  to  you  and  the  desire  to 
do  as  you  wish,  and  the  folly  of  remaining 
in  Greenwich  Hospital  ;  which  is,  after  all, 
but  the  navy  pauper-house,  built  for  the 
poor  of  all  floating  parislies.' 

'  I  tell  you,  Susan,'  said  1,  laying  down  my 
pipe,  for  1  was  in  grief  and  I  smoked,  '  that 
i  think  more  of  myself  in  this  uniform,  than 
if  1  was  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  You  may 
Imy  tlie  Observatory  if  you  like,  if  that  will 
make  you  comfortable  ;  but  I  will  not  start 
my  anchors,  for  I'm  moored  for  life.' 

'  Do,  Ben,'  said  slie,  '  speak  lil-;e  a  Chris- 
tian, and  not  like  a  sailor.' 

'What,  dame!'  said  1,  as  I  ]uirfed  out 
enough  smoke  to  have  made  the  neighbcjurs 
believe  that  we  had  a  steam-engine  at  work  ; 
'  a  Christian,  do  you  say  ?  Show  me  if  you 
can  find  any  one  who  has  more  of  the 
Cliristian  in  liim  tlian  an  English  sailor.' 

'Well,  Ben,  bless  you;  1  always  knew 
that  your  iieart  was  v/arm,'  said  Susan  ; 
'  but,  now  Tom  is  dead,  what  more  can  you 
do  for  him  ?  so  leave  this  place  as  soon  us 
you  can.' 

'What!  leave  I'oni  v.lien  he  lias  jayt 
tripped  liis  anchor  arid  filled  his  fore-topsaii? 
N'ot  I  ;  I'll  see  him  nioonxl  in  his  last  liar 
bour  ;  and  lie  moored  i)y  his  side  too  ;  so 
that,  by  and  by,  I  shall  be  able  to  assist  him 
in  his  navigation  when  he  goes  southward 
after  liis  leg?.  P,i:!  1  must  be  off,  (.lame  ;  I 
Jiave  got  t(j  iilrico  the  last  ringing  over  his 
inast-liead,  t(.)  e,';rry  him  to  liis  grave  and  see 
liim  coven.'d  >'.p,  and  lhe!i    -' 

'Ah!'  in'.<.:nu];tc(i  Su  ;in,  v.ilii  ;i  tear  in  j 
lier  eye,  '  I  S(.-e  yon  can;  mort:  ;ibout  }'oiu'  i 
friend  than  your  wife.'  | 

'  Susan,'  i  re!)li((l,  'that's  the  nrstvmkiiid 
word  you  have  uttered  since  our  marriage  !  i 
and  before  we  tall;  any  more  about  this 
liUMiiess,  fiim't  yon  tliinl-.  it  would  be  as  well 
to  wait  until  we  know  \\'liat  old  'j'a]ies  has 
left  us?  I 'ome,  daim-,  Li:^.,  antl  l.a  us  re- 
main friends!  J  (io  li;  ii.'ve,"  said  1,  as  I 
]iassed  my  slee\'e  ov(^rniy  face,  '  1  am  an  old 
lool  ;  and  yet  I  would  rillier  see  tliis  niark 
of  a  good  lu-avt.  tliar.  \,-  -.AAt-  to  look  on  un- 
concerned.' S>)  i  tc  ul:  r.p  my  hat  -and 
Vialkeu  oft. 


All  was  done  as  Tom  had  desired.  1  set 
to  work  to  parcel  his  tail  with  new  ribbon. 
I  bought  the  slops  he  had  mentioned,  and 
put  them  in  his  cotfrn  ;  and  when  he  was 
rigged  in  his  shirt  and  trousers,  I  fastened 
the  medals  over  his  heart.  1  carried  him, 
with  some  others  to  assist  me,  to  his  grave  : 
I  threw  the  earth  over  him  myself;  and 
when  all  the  rest  went  away,  I  lingered  by 
tlie  side  of  the  grave  ;  for  my  heart  was  busy 
in  remembering  him  whom  I  had  known  so 
many  years.  The  rain  fell,  and  the  chill 
air  of  evening  blew  upon  my  old  frame, 
and  I  felt  like  a  crazy  old  craft,  separated 
from  the  convoy  with  wiiich  she  sailed,  dis- 
masted in  a  g:de,  a  plank  started,  the  pumps 
broken,  her  crew  disheartened,  and  her  cap- 
tain a  coward.  When  1  rose  to  return  to 
my  cabin,  I  had  no  old  messmate  to  cheer 
me  with  a  scene  of  my  former  life — no  friend 
to  listen  to  me — no  one  to  shake  me  bv  the 
hand,  and  say,  '  Good  night,  Ben  Brace  ! 
we  have  weathered  another  day  :'  but 
silently  and  slowly  I  straggled  to  the  Hos- 
pital. I  crept  along  to  avoid  the  little  noise  I 
made,  and  I  would  have  given— ay,  all  that 
'I'apes  had  left  us,  to  hear  the  wooden  legs 
of  poor  old  l"om  as  they  formerly  stumped 
along  the  gallery.  As  1  lay  down  on  my 
Led,  f  felt  a  cold  shiver  run  through  lue, 
and  sleep,  which  before  came  to  me  as  my 
day's  relief,  this  night  never  came  at  all.  I 
thought  of  Pom  with.out  ceasing  ;  liis  death 
had  unmanned  me  more  than  that  of  the 
fifty  men  on  board  the  Vic/ory,  before  she 
returned  a  shot  at  Trafalitar. 


APT 
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A    DISAI^POIXl  .Ml"..\l. 

'  .1//''.    V.ni  lie,  1  bflieve. 

'  A'///n.   Lie!    lie!   how  .stranc;e  it   se^iii-.  ta  ai" 
to  be  t.illced  to  in  this  stylo  ! 

^  Mi!.   Cume,  conic,  siia.ili,  ronfes.s.' 

Kiuo-  and  MliU-r  of  I\Ir.:isJirld. 

In  the  morning  when  1  rose,  a  strange 
feeling  was  somehow  all  over  me  ;  my  back 
aeh'.'d  will]  pain,  and  through  all  my  limbs 
1  leU  ;is  if  a  severt;  rheumatism  had  attacked 
me.  1  was  hardly  able  to  dress  myself; 
.and  when  I  went  to  Susan,  the  first  remark 
siie  made  w;is.  that  I  looked  very — very  ili. 
Jitil  !  had  li,\ed  this  day  to  attend  the  law- 
yeis,  aiid  I  w.as  not  on  tlie  doctor's  list  ;  bc- 
sifh.'S  which,  [  wished  to  have  till  the  biisiacss 
.-Litied  as  qtiiekly  as  possible,  becau-t:  I 
imagined,  whilst  I  lay  thinking  of  'Pom 
about  midnight,  that  1  heard  a  strange  noise 
.at  the  v.-'indow,  which  I  reeollceti'd  to  have 
heard  called  a  detith  watch  ;  and.  t!;ese  ].\ains 
aia'.  aciies,  ;\t  my  age.  were  ;;  kind  of  jog 
v\liieh  bhook  me  a  little. 
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BEN  BRACE. 


'  Not  at  all,"  said  T,  '  'f  \-a\x  show  me  his 
sailing-  orders — his  testament  ;  because,  do 
you  see,  alilioutjh  I  cannot  injure  him  if  he 
is  dead,  yet  I  mii^ht  hurt  his  character.' 

Upon  this  they  began  to  talk  and  to 
whisper  again  ;  and  soiiieliow  my  thoughts 
turned  to  days  long  gone  by,  when  I  was 
boarded  by  the  pirate  in  the  waggon  ;  and 
I  seized  hold  of  my  stick,  and  says  T,  '  If 
it's  all  the  same  to  you,  gentlemen,  I 
should  like  this  business  to  be  carried  on 
all  fair  and  above-b(iard.  That  gentleman, 
Kite,  told  me  that  Tapes  was  dead,  and  had 
left  his  money  to  me  and  mine  ;  and  tliat 
if  I  came  here  I  should  receive  it.  Here  I 
am  ;  riiid  if  so  lie  that  what  I  have  said  is 
all  right,  and  you  have  got  Tapes's  testa- 
ment, reafl  it  oiurigiit  like  men,  and  don't 
stand  sliuffi  ng  and  whispering,  and  dodging 
like  American  bush-figiuers.  Besides,  he 
told  me  that  the  confession  was  to  be  burnt 
before  the  exec/i/iouers,  without  being  read  ; 
and  it  will  puzzle  you,  1  know,  to  get  all 
who  clapped  on  the  yard-rope  together  now. 
So,  do  you  see,  when  you  give  me  the 
money  and  show  me  the  document — for  I 
know  a  cuckoo  from  a  Jamaica  jackass  when 
I  see  them  together,  although  I  am  a  sailor 
— then  I  will  burn  the  confession  before  as 
many  executioners  as  you  can  muster  to- 
gether; although,  I  tell  you,  some  of  them 
can't  answer  to  their  mu-,ier  now.  But  un- 
til I  get  what  1  am  told  is  my  own,  1  shall 
I'leep  it  safe  and  snug  in  my  lock  r  here,  and 
tint's  the  long  and  the  short  of  it ;  an;!  you 
may  belie\c  it  ail,  lor  Bjn  Brace  swears  to 
tlic  truth  of  it.' 

'  Well,  sir,'  said  Idawk,  after  he  had  car- 
ried on  the  WMr  in  a  whisper,  '  we  w  ill  read 
you  the  will  ;  Ivit  as  ihe  document  is  rather 
long,  you  had  better  be  seated.' 

I  came  to  an  anchor,  for  I  felt  very  weak 
and  ill  ;  and  1  somehow  tho'igiit  that,  owing 
to  my  cursed  folly,  I  had  ruiiK'd  Su>an  and 
her  child.  1  had  a  good  mint!  to  out  with 
tile  thing  and  tell  tlie  |)iain  truth  ;  !)ut  then 
1  I'.new  that  l;iw_\'ers  are  sh.uks,  and  one 
i'.v^'r  g'-l-  nmeli  iiKiev  from  (jne  or  the 
o;[,(-r.  Well,  1  took  ilic  chair,  a.mi  placed 
it  ri'_d:l  ill  !i(inl  n'  liie  whole  ';c|,ia(iron  ; 
auvi  -iniii",  iliiw  n,  I  pi,u-':d  my  e.olii-covn.-d 
hat  upon  ruv  -'iek  iial  ci  ;])p!.-d  iny  timbers 
Weil  apart,  lii'fl  oiii  my  ami  at  full  -tretth, 
suijporlme  it  with  {]■■'  .-.Licl;,  aii'l  lo>  ki:\.  ;i-, 
much  like  our  ul  ilvi-e  yiari-h  ciij;  in 
eli'uciie-  \'.\\t>  \-j:i-\>  P'-  l)oy-  ii'  ord-T.ind 
lire  allowiil  to  mike  ;:-.  mueli  imise  us  l!n'\' 
like-  liirin~''lves  ;  aiid  thru,  (|ui-e  loll,'.'!' in  ^" 
my  ':ood  iiMiiiicrs,  I  eaiiiii  oiU,  'fj'j  it,  ;ii\' 
111', line-!  and  il'  \(iu  get  \o  wiiulwaid  of 
Bi-n  I'.iac!',  till-  clevil  tiiav  ('1:111:;^  his  fi.-,! 
heuK  nam.' 

Kite  look  tlie  on  d,  ;iad  alter  Imnmiing' 
to  ele.ir  tils  \i>:v.  lie  kvL'^m  noau-lniw  after 
ihis  fisliinr,  :  -'Know  all  men  bv  these 
V■.■^■^■ul-:   CC;;,  ;      ■.':-.'..    !       'a':      m'lnv     of 


them  as  you  like,  old  Tapes!')  'that  I, 
Richard  Tapes,  being  in  sound  mind  and 
vigour  of  body,  do  thus  dispose  of  all  my 
worldly  goods  and  chattels ;  in  the  first 
place  recommending  my  sold  to  God,  in  tne 
full  hope  of  a  glorious  eternity.'  'The 
devil  he  does  I'  said  1  out  loud,  for  I  could 
not  help  it.  'Then  all  I  can  say  is,  I'm 
blessed  if  I  don't  expect  to  die  Governor  of 
(h'cenwich  !  lieg  your  pardon,  gentlemen, 
\mt  I  could  not  help  letting  out  a  little  of 
the  cable  of  my  mind  ;  but  the  splice  is 
jammed  in  the  hawse-hole,  and  I'm  brought 
up  all  standing — so  heave  ahead.' 

Well,  they  all  looked  at  me  rather  oddly, 
and  Hawk  left  the  door  open,  but  Kite 
went  on  reading  and  reading,  and  I  could 
make  out  nothiu'^j,  but  that  the  word 
'trust,'  and  'Hawk,'  and  'Kite,'  and 
'Brace,'  and  'Susan,'  went  over  and  over 
again  like  boys  playing  coach-wheel  :  and 
at  last,  when  I  thought  all  the  wind  was 
out  of  the  thin  man's  body,  says  I,  '  Heave 
and  ])ail,  sir, — unship  the  bars  ; — it's  of  no 
use  iieaving  round  any  more  ;  I'm  blessed 
if  that  gentleman  has  not  hove  clear  through 
all  :  1  can't  utu'erstand  a  word,  and  I'll 
pay  any  of  you  a  goklcn  guinea  to  put  it 
into  iinglish.' 

'I  thought  as  much,'  said  Kite;  'it 
would  be  nuicli  better  if  you  had  appointed 
— ■ — '  He  g.,'t  thus  tar,  when  Hawk  stop- 
pered his  tongue  r«nd  looked  at  him  as  if 
he  could  eat  him. 

'  No>v,  Mr.  Brace,'  said  he,  addressing 
himself  to  me,  'the  tiling  is  as  clear  as 
Lawyers  could  niaki;  it,  and  adapted  to  the 
meanest  capacii}-.  Tlie  fact  is,  that  the 
greatest  pains  were  tak<'n  bv  my  poor 
worthy  friend  Tapes  in  order  that  no  dis- 
pute could  arise  ;  and,  .as  vou  said  bi'fore 
— a.nd  I  think  the  words  c.tpitai — the  long 
and  shc<rt  of  it  is  this  ;  and  here  is  the 
clause:  "  Tliat  if  you,  according  to  your 
promise,  have  lont  the  dtieument  you 
possess  unopened,  the  seal  entire,  and  so 
tint  no  doa'.it  uji  .a  iiial  p  lin:  can  be  raised, 
.Mr.  Kite,  .Mr.  Cii  itieiton,  and  m\'self,  in 
conjii  K:;ion  with  .\ir.  iV,-,!  ai,  are  to  hold 
the  money  in  trust  for  _\  ou  and  your  wife 
during  the  term  of  }'our  natura.l  l.fe  ;  and 
.alterwards  it  is  to  became  tlie  proj.frt)-  of 
y.jur  wife's  daughter,  still  to  coiuinue  in 
■he  dies  unmarried  or  wnlioai 
le  reverts  10  myM-!.''.  I':;  ii' 
k-'ii,"  '  (I  tU'-;a.il  rather  jj. >•. 
wliieli  H.iwk  oli^ervrd)  'and  IrTC  1-,  liie 
eiaiiM!,'  he  continued,  '  "  then  the  a'lo\.. nice 
of  fiitv  pounds  .\  year  is  to  be  conuiiued  as 
luieiofore,  and  to  cease  entirely  at  the 
laughter's  ifatll,"  ' 

'  1  woniie,,'  ays  I,  '  he  did  not  put  it  in 
Ml  m.mv  words,  mid  then  .-'.iiy  man  ciiuld 
unlav  il;.-  'land.-i,  and  i;et  :■■.  ih'.'  roi;ue's 
v-n:.       Well,   what's    to  beMluue  now,    sir?' 
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Sir,  I'm  oiiHp;'  fi  to  von,'  raid  I  to  Kite  ; 
'  vGii'rc  an  honour  to  your  pro;e=sion.  It 
=-l;o\vs  a:i  honest  man  when  he  comes  for- 
warii  to  protect  the  old,  the  poor,  and  the 
innocent  ;  but  as  for  that  otlier  feliow,  who 
seems  as  hungry  as  Port-Royal  Tom,  he'll 
f:nd  it  hard  to  .q:et  the  paper,  and  without  it 
iie  cnnnot  get  the  mnnev.' 

'Stop,  Mr.  Brace,' said  Hawk,  'and  un- 
derstand me.  The  money  was  left  unrler 
certain  conditions :  those  conditions  are 
favourable  to  me.  You  will  only  rush  head- 
long into  ruin  by  opposing  me;  a  writ  of 
discovery  will  be  issued  ;  your  not  producing 
the  paper  will  be  the  strongest  evidence 
against  you  ;  and  ultimately,  when  it  is 
brought  forward,  you  v.ill  find  a  heavy  bill 
to  discl-.arge,  and  no  money  to  do  it  with  ; 
for  from  tins  moment  I  shall  stop  the  pay- 
ment of  the  hfiy  pounds  a-year,  until  the 
matt<T  is  decided.  Mr.  Kite  lias,  under 
the  ii^fluence  of  his  feelings  (and  I  feel  for 
you  and  yours  as  much  as  any  man),  ad- 
vised you  to  keep  back  this  paper  ;  he  has 
advised  you  badly.  The  consequences  will 
be  ruinous — your  wife's  misery  and  want, 
beyond  a  doubt.' 

'Ah  !  there  it  is  !'  said  I.  '  For  myself, 
I  don't  value  the  money  any  more  than  a 
loaf  of  soft  tack  ;  but  for  her  \\  ho  has  been 
a  kind  v/ife  and  a  good  helpmate  to  mc,  and 
\s!io  might  justly  look  forward  to  th.is  money, 
tn  iivike  her  slip  ca;-ily  off  the  v/ays,  until 
the  djg-shovcs  ar^^  s-ut  adrift, — for  her  I  do 
feci.  Hut,  gentien"^n,  1  am  very  ill,  aixl 
nearly  broken  do'.\n  ;  my  anchor's  a  short- 
stay  peak,  my  saii.3  loo.se,  the  yards  liracj'l 
for  canting.  ivvriSj  you,  who  c.\ll  yoi:r- 
selves  men,  wcn''.\;;'t  run  on  board  of  n;>; 
like  a  pirate,  aiid  rob  me  of  th:  litti'j  1 
possess  as  my  cargo.  I'll  do  v.hat  is  ri.^iit 
and  fair  ;  but  I  am  not  going  to  strike  my 
colours  without  a  broad:>ide  ;  I'm  not  goir.g 
to  £.;c  poor  o'd  Susan  wrecked  on  the  b.Tk, 
withcut  veering  away  some  cable  to  a?  ;t 
her.  Here's  tiie  pa-f-cr  ;'  and  1  clapjied  i:;y 
\,A-:'A  i::  niv  Ijo  o.i:  iogctitout  again  '  wlicn 
Km-  m,' 
•  Kc  •)  it  -,s-r  ■   '■   ■:-■.      Mr.   Fli-.vk,  ^'  nn 
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broken-hearted  with  sorrow.  I  could  have 
weathered  any  squall  which  only  blew 
against  myself  ;  but,  instead  of  towing  the 
craft  which  has  stuck  close  to  niy  side  for 
thirty  years  in  safety,  I  have  run  her  down 
when  the  harbour  of  security  was  under  our 
lee  that  I  can't  get  over;  "I  feel  it,"  as 
'-\elson  said  when  his  death  was  approach- 
ing, "  rising  in  my  breast  ;"  and  I  am,  sir, 
very  ill  indeed — 1  never  felt  so  weak  before, 
and  it  does  not  require  much  of  a  sea  to 
shake  such  an  old  hull  to  pieces.' 

'  Will  you  take  a  glass  of  wine,  Rrace  ?' 
said  Mr.  Kite  kindly. 

'  No,  sir,  [  thank  you  ;  I  could  not  drin'.-; 
in  this  house  for  the  universal  world.  I  can 
hold  on  until  I  get  home,  although  I  feel 
rather  weak  and  giddy. — My  service  to  you, 
sir,'  said  I  to  Hawk  ;  then  I  bowed  to  the 
tv.'o  others,  who  had  never  said  a  word  the 
whole  time,  and  I  left  the  room..  Mr.  Kite 
followed  me  ;  '  Take  my  advice.  Brace,' 
said  he,  as  he  shook  me  by  the  hand  :  '  lock 
up  that  paper  in  your  cabin  in  the  Hospital 
— don't  let  a  soul  read  it  or  look  at  it ;  and  I 
need  not  ted  you  to  act  as  honourably  as 
you  have  hitherto  done  yourself.  Get  home  ; 
yoti  want  a  doctor  of  medicine  more  than 
one  of  the  laws  just  now.  Don't  agitate 
yourself  by  telling  what  has  happened  to 
your  wife  ;  but  keep  quiet,  and  trust  in  me.' 

'  It's  only  yesterday,  sir,'  said  I,  '  that  I 
buried  the  only  man  who  could  say  a  word 
about  Tackle  ;  and  when  I  placed  him  in 
\\y-,  grave,  i  got  thinking  about  all  we  had 
done  an.d  seen  together,  until  the  evening 
came  on,  and  the  rain  fell  a  litde.  I  got 
uj;  uith  a  coldness  I  never  knew  before,  and 
I  was  only  able  to  muster  up  strength  enough 
to  come  to  town,  kept  up  by  the  hurry  of 
poor  Susan,  who  thought  that  once  more 
she  would  wear  a  pendant  from  her  mast- 
head, and  sink  into  her  grave  a  respectable 
old  woman.  If  I  have  ruined  her,  I  shall 
never  live  to  hear  her  tell  me  of  it.  God 
bless  you,  sir  ! — Hoy  !  omnibus,  ahoy  ! — 
Vvhv,^you  v.;int  a  crow-bar  to  pick  your 
r-ars  with — give  us  a  lift  to  rh:;ri;::-f')-~.' 

..:'?  h'jni',-. 


\-'  '/  r>,-  s-  ;id  you  a  p:-o;i'"-i"  :id^"i-^:/r,  \^-\\ 
■  v.;  ,i:i  '.<\<  -i.o-,\ii  l-j-j  \\vv}ci  iri  ;ho',vii;-' 
'_•  ,'  •'  (/:';  but  ,i  l.iiirh-.'d  c'rcinr  iaii'' - 
•w    ;:■;-  ■    t'  1    ,'  :'■  -X    \  r.:i  ;    ;■:"!    \'  ';;n    \ '  :; 


-'     f; 


'i  \\\\-\  i:.,      I    :  ::!   ii'i;    n-y:  i-I   t'.i  :;i  ;  but 
)■,•.■••  vr.u  ■;  d'*   1'^  giTititii'l'.' of   \'.  !:ii-h   y 

'Tr.'re'-  my  ii.iid,  -  ii",'  snid  1,  'you  :-p"' 
'.  ■  u'lli'.'-"  -t  r.ri'i.      1  ;i:Tl!  i^'ohotii'j  -Aw 
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I.  quire    \\\'-    pur.ser's    steward    to   stop   my 
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the  hulks,— and  somehow  I  could  not  plug 
up  the  scupper-holes  of  my  eyes,  and  a  tear 
or  two  did  drop  over  the  lids. 

'  Forgive  me,  Ben,'  said  Susan,  as  she 
wound  her  arms  round  me,—'  forgive  me, 
Ben,  or  1  shall  hate  myself  for  ever  !  It 
was  only  in  the  moment  of  disapix>int- 
ment  that  I  could  say  what  I  did  say. 
There,'  she  continued,  as  she  took  my 
hand, — '  there,  only  say  you  forgive  my 
ingratitude,  in  having  said  words  wliicli 
have  brought  tears  into  the  eyes  of 
the  most  generous  of  men,  and  I'll  never 
think  of  the  money  any  more  !  Can't  we 
be  happy  as  we  have  been  ?  There,  look  at 
all  the  little  comforts  we  have  got  together  ; 
and  now,  in  our  old  age,  what  would  be  the 
benefit  to  us  if  we  had  the  whole  gold  of 
the  world?  Only  kiss  me,  Ben — kiss  me, 
Ben,  and  smile  again,  and  I'll  never  say  one 
word  to  iTiake  yuu  unbapfiy.' 

I  took  her  in  my  arm,  and  as  wIk  n  the 
sea  is  the  highest,  and  breaks  wiih  ti-,e 
greatest  violence  on  the  beach,  rusliing  up 
to  the  very  cliff,  so  it  recedes  the  farther  as 
it  a'^'ain  ebbs  back,  carrying  with  it  half  the 
shin-le  v/liich  stopped  it  before, — so  did  1 
feel  my  heart  beat  twice  as  .stroni,ly  for 
Susan,  even  for  the  tnoi'.ient  of  overflow 
which  had  swept  ovi-r  it. 

'Ay,  Susan,'  said  I,  'you  are  right.  Is 
it  not  odd.  that  when  we  hnve  rubbi:d 
througii  life  upon  short  allowance,  we 
should  find  ourselves,  just  wh^n  tlie  gale  is 
the  strongest,  and  we  less  a'ole  to  weather 
it,  with  more  affection  than  we  lequired  to 
begin  the  cruise?  So  it  is  tlirough  life  :  the 
shipwrecked  boy  wiio  lias  clung  to  a  plank 
— the  last  that  broke  adrift  from  tb.e  sinking; 
vessel — and  who  lias  iield  to  it  for  liis  exist- 
ence until  his  strength  nearly  tails  iiim, 
finds,  when  assistance  does  come,  ten  thou- 
sand times  more  aid  than  would  have  set  vi  d. 
him  at  ;he  first.  It  is  triu:,  li.is  nion.  y 
might  Ir-.vt.'  giV'-n  yon  a  lirft-r  lir.iiic  :'j',n 
more  toeat  ;  but  if  this  cottage  ?'j  suilicK'U, 
we  c:ii'  H-,  \.ilh''J!t  Tapos's  niom-y,  uhicii, 
for  iiu   i),;r;.  n'.av  aii  go  to  the  devil   oj-  liv: 


hc.ivic:,!  full  of  ram  ;  yet  a  II, .sh  of  liidit 
nmg  h.i;.  c  urne,  and  every  tiro|)  has  f.iii'-:. 
clear  of  th.i-  >hiix  wiiil.-.!  llie  i  luud  dispi-r>.-il 
anri  the  br;'_:ht  -un  slione  fuH  ui)on  us.  Iin 
ill,  Sii-,ui  ni'iri'  so  titan  you  tliink,  and  in 
spite  of  tie:  r.iiij  I'll  go  to  my  cabin  ;  for 
if  I  wa-i  to  (lie  ii'.it  of  (h'cenw  ;eh,  1  .^honhl 
nevi;r  l.ty  niv  hi-,"!  m  |ir.u:i.-.  f  il  p.:-k  .Sir 
William  to  li.-i  voa  In-  my  nur^e  ;  In-  is  too 
';.;nerous  to  reiuse  su'.h  a  i.uour;  and  be- 
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sides,  he  knows  that  I  would  rather  see  him 
at  my  last  moment  than  any  other  man 
alive.  Good-night,  Susan  !  I  know  you'll 
t'orgive  my  carelessness.  I  never  read  a 
word  that  was  in  the  paper  ;  and,  whatever 
you  may  think  of  pie,  I  am  sure  you  will 
never  suspect  me  of  telling  a  lie.  If  I 
get  worse  in  the  night,  I'll  send  for  you  ;  but 
1  think  I  can  hold  on,  for  I'm  made  of 
good  stuff.  You  smile,  Susan  :  God  bless 
you  !' 

She  gave  me  another  kiss  ;  and  when  I 
walked  through  the  gates,  I  felt  happier 
than  I  had  done  for  years,  for  I  felt  that 
she  would  be  able  to  bear  the  blow 
which  I  had  so  unconsciously  prepared  for 
her. 

Tlie  ne.xt  morning  I  found  my  chest  like 
a  midshipman's  —  everything  on  top,  and 
notiiing  at  hand.  In  stowing  away  the 
paper,  1  had  piled  everything  I  could  over 
it  ;  and  being,  I  suppose,  a  little  adrift  my- 
self, I  did  not  slow  them  away  as  I  generally 
did.  I  awoke  better,  but  still  with  some 
odd  feeling  which  I  did  not  like  ; — I  was 
;.nxious  to  see  .Susan  through  the  rlifficttliy. 
WliLMi  Susan  came  to  see  me,  'Oh,  Ben,' 
said  she,  '  it's  all  right  now  ! — you  are  better, 
and  I  am  satisfie;].'  We  had  a  little  bit  of 
talk,  and  then  she  rettirned  hoaie. 

Tiie  day  was  very  fine,  and  I  thought  if  I 
just  took  the  stiflhess  out  of  my  legs,  it 
would  do  me  good  ;  so  I  popped  on  my  hat, 
and  taking  my  stick,  I  steered  away  to  sun 
myself  on  one  of  the  benches  ;  and  there  I 
got  thinking  about  steam-boats,  and  India- 
men,  and  every  blessed  tiling  but  the  law>er 
and  the  paper.  Thinks  I,  'What's  the  use 
of  m.ist^  and  sails,  andallsucii  expenditure, 
wh.'n.  by  working  a  little  smoke  through  a 
funnel,  it  does  not  signify  a  straw  if  the  wind 
is  foul  or  fair,  Ijin.  awa\'  tlie  vessel  will  go 
eight  knots  an  iiour  straight  on  end  and 
make  iier  iioit  .'■  ^Vell,  I  ;40t  lurtjing  thr-, 
i-wa  lor  end  i;:  my  ini'id,  and  thinking  ho\'. 
nicely  \.e  .-Iv.n  Id  hive  been  served  during 
;h  \\:ii  if  iheS','  tilings  bad  been  in  usetlicn, 
i'liil  \\ii,.i  a  "J.ii'ioiis  opportunity  it  would  be 
;  t  ■■!.  r)]-..'!Mii',;-  ot  thi'  next  t(j  lit  out  a  tOod- 
.\/.<  d  i  iiai.  c:.rry;ng  one  If>n:.;gun  on  a  ])ivot, 
ani  .iboiil  ibriy  men  ffjr  a  erew — not  \oui- 
|iit 'v 'd-aii  aloii'^-.hore  fcKiAvs,  with  long 
lail;  to  their  coals,  and  cigars  in  thru 
iiioiiths,  but  so;ne  of  thi;  chips-of-the-old- 
lil.-ek  lejlows,  with  laige  trousers  and  bro.arl 
sh(sul(lc  i>,  v.b.o  would  look  to  windward  ia 
a  g  de  ol  wliah  uheii  itblowed  so  hard  that 
if  tliey  d.id  ill.!  .dint  their  mouths  they  would 
lie  blown  up:— then  it  would  be — paddle 
av,,i\-  within  long  range — make  her  out  well 

t',u(h  iier  up  at  a  distance — run  alongside 
\|.  l.eii  ill'.'  colours  are  dow  n  -  c'aj)  a  tow-rope 
Mil  1,1  ..;:■;!  and  see  her  safe  under  an  English 
iL".;.  and  i/iit  .ig.iin,  before  a  s  nling  vessel 
■Mill  a  fuul  wind  would  h.ive  got  ten  miles 
iroui  tlie  place,  and   half  the   privateers  on 
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will  find  him  at  l.is  wife's  cottngLi,  for  lie 
generally  goes  there  about  this  hour.  Poor 
old  fellow  !  he  was  rather  ill  last  night,  and 
he  is  getting  very  aged  for  a  sailor. '  ('  Well,' 
thinks  I,  '  what  can  the  doctor  mean  by  a 
great  age  for  a  sailor?'  but  I  heard  his 
reason).  'When  they  first  enter  the  navy,' 
the  doctor  said,  '  they  are  habituated  to 
much  ardent  spirits,  and  the  continued  use 
of  them  is  more  pernicious  than  all  the 
fatigues  they  undergo.  Oh,  here  is  Brace  !' 
Yi  said.  I  took  off  my  hat,  and  made  a 
liow.  'This  is  Lord  Nelson's  old  follower, 
for  whom  your  ladysliip  inquired.' 

She  looked  at  me — I  knew  her,  for  the 
mole  in  her  forehead  was  as  plain  as  the  seal 
on  a  letter.  I  did  not  do  what  my  heart 
prompted  me  to  do — run  and  kiss  her,  and 
welcome  her  who  had  come  to  me  at  the 
very  moment  when  1  was  most  beset  witli 
difficulty  ;  for  I  thought  it  would  be  wrong 
for  me,  an  old  .sailor  in  the  Greenwich  uni- 
form, to  take  hold  of  a  lady  covered  up 
with  silks,  and  with  a  bonnet  on  her  jib 
large  enough  for  a  coal-scattle  !  Well,  I  was 
fairly  aback  ;  and  it  was  of  no  use  turning 
tlie  hands  up  to  brace  about,  although  I  had 
got  stern-way  and  was  backing  a  small 
distance  off.  I  can't  write  what  I  did  feel 
— it  was  uncommon  to  mc.  1  felt  as  if  1 
could  have  hugged  her  and  kissed  her  ;  and 
yet  somehow  1  felt  as  if  the  thought  was  a 
kind  of  pre.sumption  : — I  thought  my  heart 
bade  nie  go  forward  like  a  man  and  an  uncle, 
and  then  I  thought  discipline  kept  hauling 
me  back  ;  it  was  a  regular  squabble  between 
affection  and  duty  ;  but  when  the  heart's  in 
the  right  place,  affection  will  carry  the  day, 
without  neglecting  one's  duty.  The  servants 
were  looking — the  coachman  had  placed 
himself  as  upright  as  the  puini)-bolt — Sir 
William  had  just  called  me — his  lordship 
was  eyeing  me  ;  when  what  does  Jane  do, 
but  she  drops  her  rain-preventor — and  she 
gets  head-way  upon  her,  runs  me  right 
aboard,  claps  her  arms  round  my  neck,  falls 
to  a-kissing  me,  anrl  liursting  out  a-crying, 
said,  '  Uncle  Bon,  Uncle  Ben  !  let  this  prove 
that  I  liave  not  forgotten  you  !' 

'  My  eyes  and  liinijs  !'  sriid  old  T.anviud, 
as  he  liobbled  away,  '  that  is  a  queer  go, 
surelv  ;  there's  old  lirrxe  a-kis,>inL'  tlic  loiil's 
wife  !' 

I  am  thinking  tliat  I  sliould  lirive  been 
done  outright  if  i  h:;d  not  been  afn, id  I'l 
toucii  liei- :  my  stie-k  fell  out  of  my  iiand, 
and  somehow  my  arr.i  got  roun;l  h.er  v.aist, 
and  s:iys  1,  '  Bie.-:ings  on  you,  Jnne  !  vou 
h.'ivc  hove  in  siglil  ^\■]^cn  tlie  enemy  A\ere 
likely  to  captui-e  me  ;  and  nov/  tl;;it  I  sre 
you— ay,  and  see  you  hapi:iy— 1  don't  care 
how  soon  I  die.  l.ord  love'yoii.  jane,  and 
bless  you  !  I  always  knew  your  h"c;:rt\\:!S  a 
good  one — I  knew  t'ual  you  wfjujd  come 
and  see  me.' 

'  Give  nic  your  hand,  )::y  hue  oiii  ieiiow,' 


I    says  his  lordship  :    'Jane  has  often  told  nie 
I    of  your  kindness  to  her,  and  the  manner  in 
which  you  behaved  to  her  during  one  very 
trying  hour  of  her  father's  — — ' 

'  Belay  all  that,  your  lordship,'  said  I, 
interrupting  him  ;  '  not  a  worcl  about  it : 
I'm  at  this  moment  in  great  distress  about 
that  affair,  and  if  Jane —  I  beg  your  honour's 
pardon,  but  I  can't  help  calling  her  Jane — ■ 
will  just  let  your  honour  unlay  the  strands 
of  this  difficulty,  you  will  make  me  and 
Susan  ha]3py  for  ever.' 

'  Oh  !'  said  Jane,  '  I  insist  upon  going 
directly  to  Susan  :  I  have  never  seen  her 
since  I  was  a  little  child,  and  I  remember 
her  pretty  face.' 

'  It's  better  you  did  not,  Jane,'  said  I  ; 
'  for  you  never  will  be  able  to  make  out 
her  features — she's  grown  old.  Vv'e  all 
sweep  along  that  tide  together  ;  and  although 
now  and  then  sickness  gets  us  into  an  eddv 
and  twists  us  about  a  good  deal,  yet  we  ail 
float  along  much  the  sa  me.  I  dare  say  you 
would  have  passed  me  half  a  thousand  times 
and  not  have  known  the  man  who  wrapped 
you  up  in  a  blanket  and  laid  you  to  sleej:) 
when  your  mother  and  my  poor  old  father 
slept  more  soundly.  But  I  must  avaust, 
for  3'ou'll  catch  cold,  and  I  must  tell  .Susan 
you  have  been  here  to  visit  me.' 

'  Xo,  no,'  said  his  lordship;  '  get  into  the 
carriage.  Brace,  and  we'll  drivetotiiecottage. 
Come,  Jane,  let  me  hand  you  in  first.'  And 
he  walked  off  with  his  wife. 

Well,  it  was  a  fine  sight  to  see  tliose  foot- 
men who  had  jeered  me,  standing  at 
attention,  one  fellow  holding  the  door  open, 
and  the  other  standing  like  a  marine  at 
muster,  whilst  I,  the  old  sailor,  was  handed 
into  the  carriage  by  a  lord.  I  felt  I  had 
always  done  my  duty  in  this  life,  and  there- 
f  jve  1  was  not  ashamed  to  look  any  man  in 
tin;  K!ce. 

'  Now,  Uncle  P.en,  listen  to  me,'  Jane 
fiegan  ;  '  anrl  let  me  run  u]i  my  history.  I 
dare  say  you  know  already  that  my  husband 
is  a  sailor.  But  listen,  uncle  :  when  you 
last  saw  hey — lor  you  never  would  mention 
her  iiame,  you  know — and  when  your  last 
request  was  for  an  admission  into  Grecn- 
wicli,  you  never  saw  me,  you  tniant  old 
fellow  !  and  I  uas  waiting  for  rny  last  kiss. 
]  shortly  afterwards  went  into  tiie  country 
\\\\\\  her,  and  remained  there  until  I  was 
sixteen  yrnvs  old — von  know  1  was  boin  in 
1792  ;  and  now,  inste;al  of  seeing  tliepi'itty 
little  girl,  as  I  w.is  in  1805,  you  must  re- 
member tliat  I  am  now  forty  and  more,  so 
that  I  am  getting  old  and  spe;ik  my  mind. 
1  I.'anied  from  flardy  that  you  were  at 
(ireenwich,  and  at  that  time  J  li;id  only  the 
v.:  li.  liol  the  i5()wer  to  ser\'e  you.  Much  as 
I  V,  (juid  have  given  to  have  come  down  here 
and  seen  yon  settled ' 

'  Moored  for  life,  my  dear,'  i.ucrruplcd  his 
lordshi,). 
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bower-anci^or  ill  a  slioil  f^ea,  and  tlien  10 
collecting  that  it  was  Satur(!ay,  and  that 
her  clean  Sunday's  cap  was  upstairs,  she 
bolted  awa\'  to  clean  iiersclf  tu  nuisiHr  at 
division. 

'1  beg"  your  7)ardon,  my  lord,'  said  1, 
'  but  I  have  soniethinsf  to  say  to  you  quite 
alone.'  His  lordship  came  into  tlie  little 
garden  beliind  the  house,  and  I  began — 
'  Your  honour  has  heard  of  me  alore  ;  and 
I  hope  that,  wliatevcr  character  I  may  liave 
had  throu'^h  life,  1  have  always  had  that 
of  being  all  fair  and  above-board  with  every 
man.  You  5;"em  to  be  veiy  fond  of  jane, 
and  well  you  may  be — as  a  child,  a  fonder 
creature  never  drew  the  breath  of  li!e  ; 
and  I  feel  sure  tliat  she  h:;s  isevcr  deceixx-d 
you.' 

'Deceived  me!'  said  iris  lionour  ;  'cer- 
tainly never.  If  slie  ii;  d  Ti^vrived  nic,  1 
should  have  doubted  li:--  hci^o'U"  of  an 
angei  !' 

'  iJid  slie,'  sa'!!  I,  •(■\.,t  t'  II  yon  v,-ho  siie 
was?  Did  she,  before  3-(;u  made  a  splice 
for  life,  ever  tell  you  th;u  a  foremast-rnaii, 
a  Greenwich  pensioner,  was  her  uncle,  and 
that  her  father — '  Here  I  stopf)ed  short 
and  looked  at  him  ;  for  f  did  not  know  if  I 
was  right  to  blow  the  gaff  upon  her. 

'She  told  nie,'  said  his  honcr.r,  'every 
word  about  h.er  nrifwr'.nnate  father  and  :;11 
your  kindness  to  her  ;  .".nd,  in  or.!.;r  to  )Me.- 
vent  all  mistakes,  she  was  m.'Mried  to  me 
under  the  name  of  Jane  Ta-ckle.  I  tell 
you.  my  good  old  friend,  that  v.hm  1  con- 
fessed how  much  i  loved  her,  slie  answere;!, 
that  before  she  would  make  any  rematk 
upon  the  subject,  I  must  read  a  paper  she 
put  into  my  liand  ;  .ind  ia  tiiat  jjaiier  was 
an  extract  from  a  newspjci[«-r,  tieiailing  the 
execution  of  her  father  ;  and  in  the  enve- 
lope was  wM'itten,  th.at  ]ane  Xelsoii — for  so 
she  was  called — was  the  dauthter  of  that 
unfortunatt;  man.  I  loved  her  the  more  for 
her  open-heanedness  ;  ami,  so  far  fiom  the 
pajier  cooling  my  love,  1  felt  (hat  out:  who 
would  run  the  ri-k  of  losing  such  an 
alliance  by  bringing  forward  sucli  unfortu- 
nate 'acts,  v.ould  adorn  a'u  ^!;n:iiion  of  life, 
and  that  in  Ivr  hi-ait  \ias  (■\!-ry  disp()citi"ii 
to  virtue,  i  married  h>;i,  \'.-n,  knijwin:; 
this  ;  biu  I  h  i\e  >inee  f'arn  1  U\)\v.  lierllei' 
her  father  left  with  you  a.  (.onfes-iiin  of  his 
former  life,  c<iu!>led,  ])eriiaps — for  slie  <iiil\- 
has  guessed  the  contents -with  sonu-  c  ;- 
cumst  inces  betteT  forgotten  for  ever.  'Ilii^ 
paper  I  want  you  to  give  nie,  in  order  that 
I  may  destroy  it.  and  with  it  the  record  of 
her  father's  sliaine. ' 

'  I  beg  y(^iu' hcmour's  |iardoii.' said  I,  'but 
I  can't  part  uilh  tlia'.  paper.  .\'<i  UKiii  has 
.seen  the  contiail.i  oi  it — it  lias  never  been  in 
other  hands  but  mi  e' ;  .snd  your  lurdship 
will  know  what  va':,'  I  c  iL:iit  to  I'at  iij-i>n 
this  document  bv  ti."  nu-chief  wiiitn  iia.j 
arisen  out  of  it.'     And  here  J.  told,  hmi  ev erv 


particular  of  Tapes'  death,  ,uid  the  un- 
fortunate business  of  my  having  opened  tha 
seal. 

'  Ijcn,'  said  his  lordship,  '  I  know  you  well 
(;nough,  from  all  I  have  lieard  of  your  clia- 
racter,  to  believe  every  word  that  you  have 
.said  ;  but  J  very  much  fear,  litat  if  the 
wt-rdiiig  of  the  will  is  so  express  as  you 
mention,  we  have  little  chance  of  overthrow- 
ing the  attorney  :  but  it  shall  not  be  for  the 
want  of  exertion,  or  the  fear  of  expense,  if 
we  do  not  disappoirit  him.  How  much  lias 
'ra;:jes  left  you  }' 

'  1  can't  say,  your  honour,'  1  repjli<-d,  '  for 
the  lawyer  never  mentioned  that  ;  but  he 
tubbed  his  hands  and  was  overjoyf-ii  \\lien 
he  iound  the  seal  was  firoken,  so  that  1  an- 
liciriate  there  must  i)e  a  good  sum  lelt.  It's 
net  for  liiyseif,  my  lord,  that  I  care  about 
this  business,  but  it  is  for  Susan  and  her 
d^uighter  ;  for  tliose  two  to  be  robbed  by 
this  rascal  dov.s  luirt  irie  ;  and  when  I  tlnnk 
that  I  aiii  the  cattse  of  even  a  doubt,  it 
makes  this  poor  old  heart  beat  quicker,  and 
wears  out  my  old  hud  more  than  all  the 
rollings  and  pitchings  in  the  Bay  of  Hisca.y. 
Susan  was  once  in  better  circumstances,  my 
iord  ;  and  I  thought  that,  after  all  the 
squalls  iiad  passed,  she  might  run  into  port 
wi'.ii  a  fiir  Ijr^eze  and  smooiii  '.vater.' 

'  Don't  take  it  so  much  to  heart  —  I  will 
take  cire  to  send  you  down  my  solicitor.  I 
will  bear  all  tiie  cxiiense  ;  and,  by  way  of 
keeping  soul  and  body  together  until  we 
meet  ai;ain,  take  this  money;  it  comes  from 
a  sailor  to  a  sailor:  and  since  that  fellow 
has  ceased  to  pay  the  fifty  [lounds,  you  will 
allow  me  to  |)ay  it,  aud  anything  more  you 
may  require.' 

'  Come  here,  you  two  old  sailors,'  said 
Jane  ;  '  we  wtiiit  a  coue.eil  of  war  held  ;  but 
1  ail!  going  to  be  jircsiueiU,  and  Uncle  Ben 
is  tlie  culprit. ' 

We  walkrd  in,  and  jane,,  Lord  love  her  I 
to  se,'  iiC'r  in  our  cottage,  with  a  smile  of 
cent  iitiU' lit,  ei];iiio-  Si!-:;:n's  htind  in  hers  ! 
I  eoalc!  no;  li  Ip  sa\i;ig,  '  Such  a  woni.in  as 
your  lach'sliip — '  ishe  ))ut  her  finger  on 
iii>'  lips  and  said,  '  [ane,  if  you  please, 
Uncle  Ben.' I —' d,  serves  to  be  happy.  I 
lia.ve  heard  th,'  patsson  say,  t'lat  a  good 
I'.iMil  and  a  (jiiiet  eoascii-nee  carries  with  it 
it>  (.e,\-n  reward  in  llie  cin'eriulness  and  con- 
tentiir,M)t  of  the  mind  ;  and  surely  Ja,n:', 
yon  niu,-,t  be  l,a]ip\'.  wiii-n  every  st-'pof  \uur 
life  ii.is  b-.sen  lor  tie.-  hajipiiless  of  others.' 

'  Ben,'  sail!  '-h'-,  '  ]  shall  have  \ou  ao- 
pointecf  erne  of  his  lordshij)'s  ch.aplains  ;  but 
you  lal:e  a  wfoiig  view  of  the  ease  in  one 
i'e,^;)ict  ;  ayoutii  of  Itil.iour  and  toil,  followed 
bv  an  honourable  old  age,  i;-  tlie  greate-st 
blessing  of  life  ;  and  old  Ben  I'race  may  lay 
his  he'ad  on  Ins  pillow,  and  b''  c^  rtain  that  a 
.'.n-i.tehil  nieCe-  will  never  forget  what  is  due 
loiierunele,  he-r  protector,  Iter  friend.  .Vow, 
come  into  court,  pri.^oiie.;.      You  are  accused. 
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dark  night.  He  inquired  for  me,  and  lugged 
out  a  note  he  had  received  the  evening  be- 
fore from  Lord  Hennington. 

'I  come,  Mr.  Brace,'  he  began,  'accord- 
ing to  orders  received  last  night,  to  inquire 
into  this  business,  and  see  how  far  it  is  ad- 
visable to  contest  the  matter.  I  have  not 
been  idle,  I  assure  you,  Mr.  Rrace  ;  1  have 
seen  the  will,  and  now  you  must  show  me 
tlie  document.' 

'  Beg  your  pardon,  sir;  but  1  shall  do  no 
such  thing.' 

'  But  yt'U  must,'  said  he. 

'Must!'  said  I;  '  wiio  can  make  me? 
who  can  make  a  man  breal;  l;is  word?  is 
tli-^rc  any  law  to  make  a  man  a  rascal  ?' 

'  Plenty  to  save  rascals,  at  any  rate,'  said 
the  lawyer.  '  But  just  consider  :  how  can  1 
advise  you  unluss  I  know  exactly  how  far 
you  have  committed  yourself?  Tell  mc  the 
whole  story.' 

Well,  i  spun  him  the  yarn- — mentioned 
the  name  of  the  omnibus — the  day  it  hap- 
pened— the  fight — the  words  of  the  cad — 
the  name  of  the  other  omnibus— the  scene 
at  Hawk's,  and  so  on. 

'  Did  Hawk  ever  have  the  deed  in  his 
hand  ?' 

'Indeed  l.c  had  not,'  said  T,  'and  never 
will.' 

'Well,  tlii  n,'  said  he,  '  ir  app.cars  I  can 
make  no  njore  of  it  at  present  than  to  in- 
quire of  the  cad,  and  to  send  word  to  Hawk 
that  he  must  apply  to  nie  for  further  in- 
formation in  the  case.  He  will  hie  a  bill  of 
discovery,  I  suppose  ;  but  as  Lord  licn- 
ningion  is  resolved  to  contest  the  business 
to  the  last,  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to 
embarrass  the  proceedings.  If  .'inything 
more  tianspires,  you  will  hear  from  ine.' 
And  away  he  went,  leaving  me  more  re- 
solved tiian  ever  that  no  man  living  should 
see  it. 

About  five  o'ciocl-;  up  comes  the  carri:;''e, 
arid  lialf  the  neiglibourhood  turned  oiu  to 
si'e  it.  Yesterday's  business  had  given  the 
idle  a  great  desire  to  know  wiio  w<^  ucro, 
and  all  manner  of  re)iorts  were  in  circula- 
tion :  some  declared  .S:isan  was  the  I'lolher 
of  Jane,  who  had  beeri  stolen  in  her  )ouih 
by  gipsies,  and  ulnmatelv  married  a  lord 
who  fell  iii  love  wilh  her  Ijeauty  ;  otli'-rs 
said  she  was  my  danghter  by  a  for;r,er  \v;ie  ; 
but  every  one  knew  of  the  kis-'  in  ihe  Ho- 
pita),  anti  ever)'  ble^si-d  motlier's  son  of 
the-ni  had  seen  the  carriage.  Xow  they 
beset  the  d<joi',  to  see  Sus;in,  wlmin  they 
rememberi;d  for  years,  ])lace<l  in  the  cai'- 
ria'^'e,  and  lien  Pjrace,  tin;  old  ijen-^ion'M". 
driven  to  London  like  a  lord,  iwas  elad 
of  one  thing  ;  wnicii  wa.i,  mar  we  ,..mi  no 
fellows  with  caulitiower  heads  and  long 
Slicks,  stuck  up  like  painters  on  a  grating 
over  the  ship's  stern — we  liad  only  the  look- 
out man  on  the  force 'lie,  uwi\  he  was  a 
jolly-looking  fe;lo\-, . 


'  Now  then,  sir,  if  you  please  to  get  iti, 
for  I  must  be  in  town  by  six  o'clock,'  said 
he  ;  and  he  opened  the  door. 

'  Avaust  heaving,  shipmate,'  said  I  ;  'we 
never  sail  without  ballast  ;  and  if  we  were 
to  cairy  on  without  some  of  that  inside 
lining,  we  should  capsize  if  we  hove  in  stays 
suddenly  round  a  corner.  But  I  see  you 
don't  understand  me  :  this  is  it — we  nmst 
freshen  hawse  before  we  start.' 

'What!'  said  he,  'want  fresh  horses? 
that  is  a  good  one  !  Why,  do  you  sup])ose 
my  cattle  can't  go  eight  miles  without  a 
change  ?' 

'  Lord  love  you  !'  said  I  to  .Susan  ;  '  what 
precious  fools  these  landsmen  are  !  Get 
him  the  bottle  of  brandy,  and  psriiaps  iu; 
will  understand  that,  idihough  it  may  be 
French.  There,'  says  I,  as  1  poured  out  a 
glass,  and  gave  Susan  the  bottle  to  clap  ;n 
the  locker  ;  '  that's  as  good  as  twenty 
horses — swallow  that,  and  then  you  will 
sail  head  to  wind  like  a  steamboat.  That's 
well  done  ;  and  the  next  time  you  come 
this  way,  we  will  pipe  to  grog  again.  Now 
then  heave  and  a  weigh,  my  lad  !  and  take 
care  how  you  weather  the  omnibuses  :  they 
are  so  lor.g.  that  tliey  shoot  well  ahead  in 
stays  ;  and  when  they  make  a  stern  board 
to  pick  up  a  passenger,  they  clap  the  cabin- 
door  rigiu  athwart  the  road.  Xow  mind 
your  steerage,  my  fine  fellow  !  and  if  you 
want  a  signal-man  aloft,  km  the  m;in,  for 
I'm  used  to  tlie  masthead.' 

Well,  away  we  drove  ;  and  as  1  was 
rather  afraid  of  this  galloping  affair,  1  kept 
a  good  look-out  from  the  CLi'oin  windows. 
'Starboard  a  httle,'  said  \,  as  we  x.\\\  h\' 
the  l^lephatit  v-.wX  Castle,  'or  you'll  be 
aboard  of  s'jn;e  of  this  convoy  ; — port  witii 
all.  mv  lad,  or  you'll  be  athwart  hawse  of 
the  tuni'pike  g.ite. — There,  steady  \v,\\ — 
that's  }'our  sort  ;  steer  riglit  over  the  bridge, 
anri  take  care  you  don't  yaw  us  over  die 
breastwork.' 

'  A  sailor  adrift !'  said  one  fellow.  '  You 
be  d — d  !'  said  I  ;  upon  which  a  whole 
batcii  of  l.)oys  followed  the  carriage,  halloo- 
ing and  shouting  like  mad  ones.  Tii<- 
horses,  being  all  fire;  and  tow,  set  tower!;  to 
run  a  race  witli  them  ;  .-nd  as  v,e  lulled 
short  round  the  corni;r  to  get  into  Parlia- 
ment-street, we  were  nearly  on  our  bea:e,- 
ends.  '  ShiOrten  sail,  you  precious  cucxoo  !' 
saul  I  :  '  wliy,  I'm  Ijlesse;!  if  the  ship  is  i.ot 
rnmiing  away  with  us  !  Bring  her  te>  the 
wind  gently,  .•iiid  heave-to  for  a  m oiui.eu,  if 
you  can't  reef  topsails  going  before  it,' 

Well,  I  nuist  say  this  for  the  tuan  .it  tiie 
wlieel,  that  lie  steered  beautifiUi)  :  it  was 
toach  and  go  a  dozen  lime^,  Ijut  that's  a 
s!-n  of  a  good  jiilot.  lie  knew  all  liie 
reaches  fore  and  aft  the  great  town  ;  and 
after  gettiiig  us  first  on  one  tack,  tiien 
oil  tile  o:l  i-i.  i;:iti!  I  b''  ;<"n  to  thitik 
he     ^',  as      bi\i;:;ie      ioni      Cox's      travel;,  J 
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flEN  BRACK 


tiie  nipper  of  one  cousin,  and  ihe  lawyer 
was  whispering  to  the  other,  and  Jane  was 
blowing  the  same  breeze  down  Greenwich 
Reach  about  me  ;  when  in  comes  the 
gentleman  who  had  opened  the  door,  and 
sings  out,  '  Dinner  is  ready,  my  lady.' 

'  Now,  Brace,'  said  his  lordship,  '  offer 
vour  arm  to  that  lady,'  pointing?:  to  my 
rousin,  '  and  follow  me  downstairs.'  In  the 
meantime  he  held  out  his  arm  to  Susan, 
who  dropped  liini  a  courtesy,  arid  lie  very 
good-nattu'edly  took  her  in  tow  and  steered 
away. 

Well,  I  did  as  I  was  ordered  ;  I  elnpped 
my  arm  akimbo,  and  says  1,  'By  vour 
leave,  my  lady,'  v/hilst  1  saw  the  attorn;'y 
range  up  alongside  of  •  other  cousin  ;  so 
I  hove  to.  '  Avaust  :c  !'  says  I,  '  tliis 
will  never  do  ;  why,  there's  one  of  the  con- 
voy without  a  tovv^rope.'  So  1  hails  Jane, 
and  offers  her  the  sleeve  of  my  right  rirm. 
Then  the  lawyer  got  bowing  for  us  to  go 
foremost  ;  but  I  did  not  like  to  push  on 
before  my  betters,  so  says  I,  '  Heave  aliead, 
your  honour,   anri  i;  the   tide,    whilst   I 

l)r;ng  up  the  rear  v.::  .  these  two  crafts.' 

\V(!ll,  we  made  sail  ;  and  when  we  got 
downstairs,  I  saw  the  two  chaps  with  cauli- 
flower heads  who  had  jeered  me  at  (Ireen- 
wich  :  tliey  bovsed  their  heads  as  we  passed. 
'  Ah,' said  I,  '  my  lads,  you're  precious  civil 
when  you  can't  help  yourselves  ;  but  I'm 
blessed  if  I'vt  forgotten  the  (itlier  tl.iv  !'  I 
was  going  to  give  them  a  sjiiee  <>f  my  mind, 
when  J;ine  hauled  a  little  on  tiie  sleeve, 
and  says  I,  '  Beg  your  pardon,  Jane,  but  I 
w.as  only  going  to  sliake  hands  with  tliem 
to  make  up  old  quarrels  :  I  "  never  let  ihc 
sun  go  down  upon  my  anger."' 

Well,  we  took  up  our  (ii.Teient  slalions. 
I  was  placed  on  tlie  starboar<l  side  of  |:<ne. 
and  Susan  was  on  the  starboard  ^ide  oi'  Ids 
lord'^liip,  so  tliat  we  could  ^ee  e.-eii  older. 
The  lau  \-er  was  opno^iie  me,  and  1  .--aw 
him  wa'chinr;  me  as  if  Ik;  tluiui^lit  1  slurdd 
make  n  niains.'iil  haul  of  ;h'-  srv.-r  l.'"!;s; 
•=0  that,  whilst  1  UMS  o\'  ilii'ulii:;^  tiu  P'ld- 
lioii  of  \\vr  ^raiid'on  J  foi'-'t  Ui  \\.\  cd  :  :r.,iL' 
their    'li'-vea  ■■•'ii  .       d  h"   ^■:i.ld..ver    iiriHs    j    gut    d' 

lorddiip   in;;ao    M)  ii;de  ••^\l   r;  ■    ^oup    f.-oni  |     d'..v.  tr 
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'iW.T,  .'   whil  II    I   -...IS    |>:'ee,oirs     \,\v:   ijiilLiii';  eould 

iiUo  I'.n'di  li  iur  hir.  '     lil^rw^ 

'  Xrvi:;-  iidrid.    old   P.rn,  iiiv  .lUiit  .'^ii'-an,'  dd;   K.i 

s;drl    hi--  'oi''-hii)      v.\\.-   ■  T.'.    li'T   vvai'd.i  ir.;  ■\''\,y^_ 

iiiv   pri  ei   -dm'.'     ;    '  !'■'  Im:  '    "  j.   .\  li  i.k-out  .\t   1 
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iiavc  some  wine  wdih  you,  and  I'll  say  yes. 
and  get  your  cousit)  Lucy  to  join  us. 
Come,  Ben,  my  dear  old  uncle,  may  you 
have  good  health,  and  I  dare  say  you  wish 
me  the  same.' 

'  That  I  do,  Jane,  and  with  all  my  heart. 
If  all  women  were  like  you,  I'm  thinking 
they  would  be  the  admirals,  and  we  under 
command  ;  any  man  might  lower  his  flag 
before  the  fire  of  such  eyes,  and ' 

'  .''^topper,  stopper  !'  said  Jane,  *  as  his 
loidship  .sometimes  says  :  why,  you  will 
make  all  the  women  in  love  with  you,  if  you 
\Y.\y  such  compliments.  Come,  let  me  send 
you  some  fish.' 

'  Do  allow  me,'  said  tiie  lawyer,  whose 
name  was  Marshall  ;  and  he  began  to  serve 
out  the  fish. 

'I'd  liave  voiuiitcered,  Jane,'  said  I,  'but 
I've  only  one  fin.' 

'I  know  it,  Ben,'  said  Jane;  'like  all 
good  seamen,  you  arc  always  ready  to  serw; 
the  ladies  :  but  tell  rue,  Ben,  how  do  you  like 
your  old  captain  as  Governor  of  Green- 
wich ?■ 

'  How  !  why  I  could  kiss  the  ground  he 
walks  upon.  Whenever  1  see  him,  I  llnnk 
of  Nelson  ;  and  there  is  no  man  alive  more 
fit  to  liave  such  honourable  retirement  than 
Sir  Thomas.  Every  blessed  one  of  us  likes 
hirn,  and  I'd  walk  half  a  niile  any  day  to 
hear  him  sa;',  "  Ah,  Pa'ace,  how  do  you  do? 
biTi.er  jid'.cc  this  Greenwich  than  the  bay  in 
a  ;;aie. "  Then  lie  is  ahv;iys  ready  to  hear 
us,  and  we  kjok  up  to  him  with  the  respect 
wliich  a  brave  man  ileserves.' 

'Ben,'  said  his  lordship,  'that  is  what 
one  tlelights  to  hear,  when  the  old  ofliccr 
carries  to  his  gra\e  the  respect  and  regard 
of  the  sean)en.  Fill  Mr.  Brace's  glass.' 
.And  he  nodded  to  me,  with  a  smile  on  his 
1  sti.iod  up  and  said  : 
health,  and   loir,;    life  to 
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BEN  BRACE. 


'  W'^ll,  Ml-.  ?'.L!'Tl;:i1i,  whnt  do  you  pro- 

po:,!,!  y 

•  Wiiy,  niv  lord,  I  have  given  tins  case, 
kiiov.ing  yoiir  lordship's  anxiety  about  it,  a 
most  patient  consideration.  I  have  pro- 
cured copies  of  the  will,  and  I  have  on  my 
own  responsibility  taken  coimsers  opinion 
upon  the  case,  as  far  as  I  could  state  it — not 
having  seen  the  paper  in  Mr.  Brace's  pos- 
session,  and  \\iiicli  he  sccnis  determined  not 
to  sh.ow.' 

'Nor  ever  v.ill,'  says  I,  'but  to  tlie 
iu.clge  ujjon  the  benrji :  no,  not  even  to  his 
iordsiiip.  If  I  go  to  my  grave  knowing  thit 
ro  mortal  man  has  ever  held  that  jjaper  in 
his  hands  but  nivscif,  tlicn  I  know  that 
Tackle's  last  wishes  have  been  com]3lied 
'.-,  i;li,  and  1  slia'il  close  my  eyes  \\-itlioiit  a 
groin.' 

'You  see,  my  lord,  that  I  v,as  obliged  to 
propose  the  questions  to  cou^isel.  tou.i'lcd 
on  the  supposition  tliat  the  s"al  v.-as  re- 
mo. -ed  ]"iarti;Ti!y  ;  and,  for  all  we  know,  tiie 
Idler  n'.ay  at  tnis  moment  be  closed  sui'li- 
ciently  to'  establish  our  case.  The  answers 
to  tlie  queries  I  have  brought  with  me,  and 
here  they  are  : — "  I  am  of  opinion,  that  if 
the  seal  is  totally  removed,  a  successful 
defence  of  the  point  would  be  impossible, 
the  words  of  the  v/ill  being  so  very  explicit  : 
<ju  tiio  contrary,  although  the  seal  may  be 
damaged,  and  even  broken,  yet  if  it  can  be 
sliown  tliat  the  letter  is  in  that  state  so  as 
to  render  its  liaving  been  opened  imposKib!e, 
or  most  liigiiiy  iinpro!jabk\  I  rim  of  ojiinion 
iii;U  tlie  action  may  h^  safely  maintained." 
xiere  is  the  'paper,  my  lord,  with  the  extracts 
of  the  will  ;  and  row  you  are  as  mucii  in 
possession  of  tiie  case  as  I  am.' 

'  I'm  bics-^r'tl,'  sni;;  I,  as  I  gave  the  taii'e 
a  cr.irk  wiih  mv  l;and,  which  set  bottles 
and  glasses,  i)!at('S  and  dislies,  a-dancing, 
'it'  1  don't  tiiink  that  the  paper  is  all  iVe^t 
i"-  ;-.  j-jiice  (>■'  il;e  in  =  ide  lining  !  but  I  won't 
to^ie'i  it  again  to  look— not  for  the  iini';er;:ai 
w  vri'i.' 

'  \\';  tit  reason  have  you  for  thinking  so, 
cM  li'.v?'   s:iid  his  Iordsiiip. 

'  W'lty,  your  honour,  hi.'cause  when  1  saw 
what  1  lie.tl  done,  ]  gave  tlie  outside  p.irt  a 
bit  of  a  lilt  With  ;i  l!y;iit  h.a.nd,  and  it  did  not 
e;jine  open.' 

''J'hen,  Mr.  lira ce,'  said  Mr.  Marshall, 
'  will  \  (.11  ;.end  ine  tlic  pa]icr  encio  '-d  and 
''■;if  !  ;!ii\-  way  you  iii<e? — only  ittk;,-  care 
iK't  to  j5;it  tlie  seal  again  over  the  enclosed 
one,  in  order  that  1  may  liave  it  ready  to 
])roduce  in  court.' 

'  1  could  have  saved  )our  honour,'  said  I, 
'  half  the  (juestion,  Ijy  saying  tliat  I  will  pro- 
duce it  m\sclf.  tiiid  no  man  breathiiig  but 
the  jiiciee  siitUl  hantiii:  it.' 

'  I  have  some  kind  of  feeling,  Mr.  Mar- 
shtill,'  said  his  lord.-,hip,  '  iliat  all  this  will 
come  riglit  after  a1!  :  it  i.  but  a  slender  hope 
t   lit  Bface   litis  given  us,  yet  to  tiie.t  Itope   I 


will  cling.  You  will,  therefore,  take  it  for 
gre.nted  tliat  I  intend  to  combat  this  busi- 
ness, and  I  wish  to  know  how  you  propose 
to  proceed.  I  see  well  enough  that  we 
must  work  in  the  dark,  for  old  Ben  is  deter- 
nu'ned  not  to  let  us  go  on  to  a.  certainty. 
Now,  lien,  couldn't  you  bring  the  letter 
here  and  let  me  see  it?  we  will  just  look 
and  try  if  we  can  proceed  with  hope  or 
not.' 

'  No,  my  lord,'  stiid  I,  stamiing  up  :  '  I 
never  told  but  one  lie  to  a  living  man,  and 
I'll  ke^-p  my  word  with  the  dead.' 

'  Freshen  hawse,  Ben,'  said  his  lordship, 
as  he  shook  my  hand ;  '  1  honour  your 
feeling,  ttnd  I  shall  not  again  ask  you  to 
alter  \n\\v  determination.  You  must  ijro- 
ceed,  Mr.  .Marshall,  according  to  the  regular 
plan.' 

'  Tiien,  my  lord,  I  shall  give  notice  to  the 
trustees  to  pay  the  interest  to  Mr.  Brace  to 
morrow,  for  it  became  due  yesterday.  They 
will  refuse  unless  tliedocament  is  produced, 
and  we  will  then  bring  an  action  against 
them  in  the  Common  l^leas,  in  order  to  en- 
force the  payment  ;  we  can  avoid  the 
Chancery  Court  altogether  by  getting  an 
order  to  have  the  case  tried  in  the  Pieas  ; 
and  they  will  be  glad  enough  to  meet  our 
wishes,  as  they  think  they  are  sure  of  their 
cause,  and  therefore  will  willingly  avoid 
delays  and  expenses.' 

'  So  let  it  be  then.  And  now,  I3race,  a 
bumper  to  the  success  of  your  law-suit  ;  and 
!  ii"ve  this  consolation  for  you  to  take  to 
bed  witii  you— that  the  more  desperate  your 
cttse  is,  the  more  likelv  you  are  to  succeed  : 
we'll  fight  them  openly  and  honourably  like 
seamen  ;  and  if  you  are  beaten,  you  viill 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  tliat  you 
have  doite  your  duty  'uy  your  wife  and  lier 
daugViter,  and  thtit  you  vviil  never  be  worse 
off  than  you  tire  at  present  ;  liut,  on  the 
contrary,  that  your  wife  and  daughter  shall 
be  under  my  protection.  If  you  require 
anymore  shot  in  your  lockers,  old  Ben,  vou 
v.ill  apply  to  Mr.  iMtirshall,  and  he  will 
keep  the  racks  full. — .And  now,  litiving 
settled  our  plans  of  operat'ion,  let's  keep  our 
s]3irit3  up  a  little,  and  hope  for  the  best. 
J luw  do  you  like  the  wine,  old  boy?'  said 
his  lordship,  as  he  caught  me  by  the  hand  ; 
'  and  just  tell  us  a  little  vAr.n  you  do  with 
xoiTself  at  Greenwich  from  daylight  to 
dark.' 

'  'i'liat's  easily  answered,  my  lord,'  said  [, 
'  for  I  do  notliing,  and  the  rest  help  me. 
We  sometimes  spin  out  yarns  ;  but  I  be- 
lieve I  have  run  all  mine  off  the  reel  ;  so, 
like  .1  midshipman  in  war  time,  I  turn  my 
clothes  bag  end  for  end,  and  begin  ttgain. 
We  liave  most  of  us  got  short  memories  for 
the  present  time  ;  although  we  remember 
)  ears  and  years  ago,  with  the  dates  of  the 
actions  and  the  names  of  the  officers,  as 
veil  as  ever. ' 
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any  alteration  on  our  part.  l:5elieve  me,  Ben, 
you  had  better  remain  where  you  ,irc  ;  and 
after  the  coachman  has  taken  us  sale,  thcii 
you  can  give  him  some  liquor.' 

'  Why,  Susan,"  said  1,  'yon  nn:  aiVnid  of 
a  capsize  !  These  gentlemen  are  not  like 
waisters  in  a  large  ship,  always  dirly  and 
always  near  the  grog-tub  ;  it's  only  now  and 
then  that  they  bouse  their  jibs  up :  and 
surely,  if  the  gentleman  drives  us  in  a  lord's 
carriage,  we  ought  to  give  him  something 
to  keep  the  cold  out  of  his  stomach.' 

'  Nonsense,  my  dear  I'  said  Susan  :  '  at 
any  rate,  1  don't  think  Lord  Henning'^on 
would  like  his  carriage  to  be  stopping  foi- 
halt-an-hour  at  a  gin-palace.' 

At  this  moment  the  door  was  opc.icd,  and 
I  walked  out.  '  1  shall  stand  the  shot,  my 
hearty,'  said  I  ;  and  I  own  I  felt  more  at 
home  when  1  got  to  the  tap  than  I  did  at 
St.  James's  Square.  To  be  sure,  I  thought 
afterwards  that  his  lordship's  black  straj) 
might  have  been  a  little  too  heavy  for  me  : 
for  when  1  had  turned  down  a  coupic  of 
glasses  and  got  on  the  box  of  the  coach  in 
the  air,  I  every  now  and  then  thought  1  saw- 
two  coaches  instead  of  one.  The  coachman 
was  only  a  sheet  or  two  in  the  wind,  nt;ith(r 
drunk  nor  sober,  but  cherry  merry ;  and 
much  it  pleased  Susan  to  find  herself  safe 
and  sound,  and  with  her  old  boy  safe  also, 
notwithstanding  we  had  steered  rather  wild 
on  the  wav. 


CHAPTl':i<.  XXXV. 

all's    VVEi.l.  THAT    ENl^S  Vv'ELL. 

■'  My  timbers  !  wh.it  lingo  he'd  coil  and  belay  ! 
'\Vhy,  'twas  just  all  as  one  as  high  Dutch.' 
\Sca  Si'/tt:. 

'.Splice  the  main  brace,  my  hearty,'  sa.id 
I,  '  before  you  take  a  fresh  departure  ;  it's 
rather  dark,  and  you  had  better  steer  small 
when  you  get  near  the  bridge.  There,  give 
us  your  flipper!  I  suppose  you  knovy-  tli'' 
course  and  distance  to  be  run  before  yon 
heave  to?' 

'Why, — y — y — yes,  admiral,'  said  the 
coachman,  who  was  now  tmfit  to  must'"r  at 
cjuarters,  and  ^vas  getting  every  moment 
worse;  'of  course  1  know  the  distance. 
So  good  night,  old  woman  !'  and  he  slewed 
the  carriage  end  for  end,  and  started  ofl' at  a 
furious  ]iace. 

'  I  would  rather  lose  the  law-suit  than 
any  accident  should  ha]5pen  to  that  car- 
riage,' said  Susan  :  '  but  we  are  safe,  thank 
Clod  !  and  if  he  runs  against  anything,  we 
are  not  there  to  share  in  the  blame.' 

'  Nonsense,  ma'am  I'  said  1.  '.Now  tell 
me,  Susan,  how  would  you  like  tc  lie  a  fine 


la'lv  iil:  -;  J .  ne — to  have  carriages  and  horses 
— .'li  ri;o  ■•  servants —tiiat  house — in  short, 
to  be  die  wife  of  a  lord  ?' 

'  .'\s  title,  Ben,  as  I  live,  I  would  rathei 
be  jourwite.  There — you  need  iu)t  smother 
me  with  kisses  !  The  great  and  the  fine 
have  thousands  of  ailments  to  which  we  are 
strangers.  It's  true,  they  blaze  for  a  short 
time,  and  then  they  die  :  we  have  great 
hardships  to  encounter,  and  die  also  ;  but 
it  is  labour  and  employment  which  weary 
us  into  sleep,  and  we  sf-ep  soitndly— we 
have  few  cares  even  for  the  morrow,  and  we 
are  happier  in  our  .state  than  they  are  in 
theirs. ' 

'there's  something  in  that,  Susan  ;  for 
many  a  time,  after  a  hard  day's  work,  1 
have  been  to  my  hammock  and  slept  like  a 
top,  whilst  Nelson,  who  had  all  the  charge, 
was  restless  and  unquiet  :  he  knew  tlie 
danger,  I  did  not.  I  slept  because  I  was 
tired  ;  he  was  tired  more  in  mind  than  I 
w;:s  in  body,  and  yet  he  never  closed  his  eyes 
the  wiiole  blessed  night  during  the  heavy 
gale  in  the  Gulf  of  Lions.  .So  I  suppose 
you  are  right  :  if  we  are  contented  here,  we 
need  envy  no  one.' 

'  No,  lien,  bat  we  may  feel  grateful  for  a 
kindness.' 

'  A  kindness  !'  said  I  ;  '  there  is  not  in 
this  world  a  kinder-iiearted  girl  than  Jane  ! 
How  many  thousands  are  there,  who  would 
l.ave  been  ashamed  to  know  even  an  honest 
old  seaman — to  have  owned  a  pensioner  in 
Greenwich  for  a  relation  ;  and  who,  if  they 
had  given  charity  to  one  of  their  own  kin, 
woiild  have  treated  them  like  beggars — have 
chucked  the  money  over  the  lee  quarter, 
and  left  the  half-sinking  craft  to  have  borne 
up  and  picked  it  up  the  best  way  she  could, 
aiifl  then  have  made  sail,  showing  the 
colours  when  far  enough  off,  to  make  them 
sensible  to  whom  they  owed  the  obligation, 
whilst  they  dreaded  being  near  enough  to 
be  thanked  even  for  their  charity,  if  charity 
it  can  be  called  which  is  ashamed  of  its  own 
act  !  When  a  woman  is  grateful,  Susan, 
.she  does  not  do  herwoik  by  halves  ;  she  is 
heart  and  soul  in  tlie  cause,  and  it  is  not  a 
trifle  w  hich  will  turn  her  froin  her  course. 

'Ah,'  continued  I,  '  Lord  love  you  all ! 
dear  you  are  to  tnen  in  health — kind  to  men 
in  sickness — always  ready  to  serve  the  sor- 
row ful  and  support  the  afflicted.  I  tell  you, 
dame,  if  the  law  had  allowed  it,  I,  being  so 
fond  of  you  all,  would  have  married  every 
blessed  one  of  you  :  I'd  rather  see  the  flutter 
of  .-iijettieoat  in  a  breeze  than  all  the  Flushing 
jackets  in  liuropc.  Good  night,  Susan  ;  1 
miisr  be  off  !  and  when  I  lie  down  to-night, 
i  shall  almost  bless  Tackle  for  having  left 
such  a  creature  as  jane  behind  him.' 

The  ne.xt  morning,  Tom's  gravestone  was 
.ill  cut  and  dried,  and  painted,  and  stuck  up, 
when  I  took  an  overhaul  at  the  anchorage. 
When  I  afterwards  walked   awav  to  .Stisan's 
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their  names  as  often  as  play-actors),  to  take 
a  passage  from  London  to  Cawsand  on 
board  the  Nancy,  a  vessel,  from  her  peculiar 
build  and  description,  admirably  adapted 
for  the  business  :  she  was  a  schooner ' 

'  A  sloop,  your  honour,'  said  1. 

'  Thank  you,  sir,'  he  continued  ;  'a  sloop 
then,  of  so  careless  a  rig,  that  no  one  would 
suspect  her  of  being  employed  in  a  con- 
traband trade,  but  of  a  build  which  enabled 
her  to  sail  so  fast  that  few  could  have  caught 
her.  When  this  Tackle,  wlio  commanded 
her,  had  got  through  tlie  Downs  on  his 
passage  to  the  Eddystone  Lighthouse,  off 
which  he  was  to  fall  in  with  a  vessel  from 
Guernsey,  having  smuggled  articles  on 
board,  and  which  cargo  'lackle  was  to  run, 
he  made  attempts  to  lure  the  plaintiff  into 
the  same  course  of  life  which  he  himself 
pursued,  and  he  used  all  those  arguments 
best  calculated  to  ensure  his  success  :  for  at 
that  time,  gentlemen,  the  plaintiff  was 
young  in  years,  of  a  robust  health,  active, 
intelligent,  and,  from  the  various  actions  in 
wliich  he  had  fought,  every  way  calculated 
to  face  any  danger,  or  to  forward  any  des- 
perate enterprise.  With  the  true  spirit  of 
a  British  seaman,  however,  he  refused  so 
base,  so  unworthy  an  employment.  Tackle, 
still  thinking  he  might  succeed  in  entrap- 
ping him,  did  not  ]jut  into  execution  the 
design  he  harboured  ;  but  when  he  fell  in 
with  ills  coadjutor,  one  Jacob,  it  was  re- 
solved to  keep  l'"earnay  a  prisoner,  for  fear 
of  his  betraying  the  secret  now  in  his  power, 
and  thus  leading  to  the  detection  and  appre- 
hension of  Tackle. 

'  During  the  time  the  crews  of  the  smug- 
glers were  employed  runtiing  the  cargo,  ihe 
plaintiff  slipped  overboard  and  effected  his 
escape,  and  hastened  to  tlie  abode  of  his 
parents,  at  the  windows  of  which  l;e  saw 
Tackle  listening  and  looking.  I  must  here, 
gentlemen,  put  you  in  possession  of  another 
fact  ;  which  is,  that  during  T'earnay's  tri|i 
in  the  Naiicy,  her  captain,  when  in  a  state 
of  intoxication,  had  recounted  the  seduction 
of  Fearnay's  sister,  and  it  was  evident, 
from  the  situation  in  wliicii  he  was  found, 
that  he  had  intentions  of  continuing,  not 
only  his  illicit  trade,  but  his  illicit  con- 
nection. A  scuffli'  ensued  l)t;tvveen  tlie 
parties  :  the  sister,  iiearing  the  noise,  :iiK' 
recognising  the  voices,  that  of  her  bio'Jior, 
and  tliat  of  the  man  she  most  lovv'd,  ni,,ii(;J 
out  of  the  liouse  ;  and  'I'ackle,  in  ordri-  to 
effect  ins  escape,  pointed  .a  pistol  at  tiic 
plaintiff:  his  sister  rushed  forward  to  seize 
the  weapon,  ami  received  its  eouleiits  ;;iul 
died. 

'  Tt  is  rec)uisit(',  gciulem!-!!  of  tin-  jury,  for 
me  to  dwell  upon  this  su'uject  a  little  ;  for 
although  apparently  of  no  connection  with 
the  cause,  you  \'i\\\  find  it  to  prove  tlie 
strong  integrity  of  the  [ihiintiiF.  (jeniicnire, 
I  blush  to  say,  an  attorney  was  con:.'.riicd 


with  the  smugglers  ;  and  he  was  the  first 
husband  of  the  plaintiff's  wife.  That  man 
was  named  Tapes  ;  and  he  had  a  brotlier 
of  the  same  name,  and,  I  fear,  of  the  same 
calling,  inasmuch  as  Tackle  had  been  em- 
ployed by  both  of  them  ;  the  latter  residing 
at  Exeter,  and  carrying  on  the  trade  of  a 
wine  and  spirit  merchant  in  that  city.  There 
cannot  be  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  but  that 
Tapes  of  Cawsand  assisted  at  the  smuggling 
of  these  goods,  and  passed  them  on  to  his 
brother.  Gentlemen,  Tapes  of  Cawsand 
was  convicted  before  a  jury  of  smuggling; 
indeed,  the  goods  were  found  in  an  old 
bakehouse,  the  property  of  his  wife  before 
his  marriage,  and  then  and  at  that  time 
actually  in  possession  of  Tapes.  Tackle 
el'i'ected  his  escape,  but  Tapes  was  sentenced 
to  serve  on  board  a  man-of-war  for  ten 
years  :  he  was  taken  ill  on  board  of  tr.e 
hulks,  and  died  there,  leaving  a  wife  and 
four  children.  At  this  moment,  when  star- 
vation stared  the  hopeless  family  in  the  face 
— ay,  gentlemen,  when  hope  had  withdrawn 
its  last  rays — and  you  know,  gentlemen, 
how  long  hope  will  last,  even  in  the  most 
desperate  of  cases  ;  for  we  have  known  the 
felon,  even  with  the  rope  about  his  neck 
and  the  cap  drawn  over  his  lace,  still  cling 
to  hope,  and  express  his  belief  that  he's  to 
be  pardoned  even  when  the  bolt  is  half 
drawn — at  that  moment,  gentlemen,  this 
gallant  straightforward  linglish  sailor — I 
can  give  him  no  higher  characterthan  that  he 
was  the  follower  of  the  immortal  Nelson — 
stepped  forward  :  he  offered  all  he  possessed 
to  tlie  widow  of  that  man  through  whose 
evil  ways  he  had  lost  his  only  sister  ;  he  not 
only  gave  with  seamanlike  liberality  his  last 
farthing,  but  he  married  her,  and  restored 
her  to  an  lionourable  life.  Gentlemen,  by 
his  exertions  he  supported  his  viife  autl 
Tapes's  children.  Death  made  fearful 
havoc  in  the  famiiv  ;  for  1  find  in  my  brief, 
that,  after  liu;  battle  <<f  TiMfafja:-,  tliree  of 
the  fc.iir  had  died,  leaving  only  one,  a 
daughter,  and  who  is  mainly  interested  in 
this  cause. 

'  Gentlemen,  1  now  come  to  tlie  most  im- 
l^ortant  jiart  of  this  case,  and  to  which  1 
must  beg  your  undivided  attention.  \\\ 
toot,  \ou  will  remember  that  Lord  Nelson 
made  ;m  attack  on  tlieilotillaoff  Boulogne — ' 

'  I  beg  your  pardon,  your  honour,  said  1, 
'  hut  Nels(/n  did  not  goliimself. '  1  got  as 
far  as  this,  v.iuMi  his  lordsiiip  hauled  in- 
down— -for  i  jumped  up  when  i  began  t.> 
sjjeak. 

'  No  matter,  my  gallant  fellow,' continued 
tlie  liwyer,  whose  lungs  must  iiave  been 
made  of  air-pumps,  for  he  never  took  breaili. 
'  Geiulmnen,  you  doubtless  are  well  in- 
foiineij  of  the  circumstances  !o  wiiich  I 
allude.  It  was  during  tin;  attack  made 
upon  that  iiotiii;!  by  the  boats  of  llie  h~ng- 
lisli    -scjuai-hoii,    tiiat    an    Jmi ;:ii  Jinian     w;;:i 
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eye  of  curios'ty  to  pvy  into  the  secrets  of 
the  dead.  May,  with  such  scrupulous  faith 
has  he  acted,  tiiat  not  even  iiis  legal  adviser 
has  been  permitted  to  see  the  paper  ;  and  I, 
his  counsel,  to  this  moment  am  as  ignorant 
as  '.he  child  unborn  wlietber  the  paper  be 
opened  or  not.  Ail  1  am  informed  of  is  this  : 
that  when  he  received  this  document,  on 
which  now  rests  his  claim  to  that  money 
which  would  support  his  wife  in  affluence, 
or  beggar  her  to  poverty,  he  carefully 
enveloped  it  in  another  cover  ;  that  on  his 
way  to  Mr.  Hawk,  whither  he  went  with  all 
the  unsuspecting  frankness  of  a  sailor,  to 
cope  with  one  cunning  in  the  law,  subile  in 
evasions,  and  wiiose  greatest  disgrace  is  his 
having  so  sought  to  arrive  at  his  end.  he 
removed  tlieenveloi^ii :  heliad,  irnguardediy, 
placed  his  seal  over  that  of  the  d.iceased  ;  in 
removing  one,  he  tore  away  the  other.  1  see 
my  learned  adversary  smile  ;  but  lie  must 
be  aware  th;it,  although  the  seal  is  removed, 
the  letter  may  be  unopened  :  and  th.is  will 
shortly  be  decided  by  his  lordship. 

'  It  remains  forme,  geritlemen  of  the  jury, 
having  made  you  thus  familial' -a  itli  the  case, 
only  to  call  upon  you  to  exercise  your  best 
judgment  in  tliis  affair.  It  is  a  case  wliere 
a  counsel  can  be  of  iittle  use,  as  the  justice 
of  the  claim  is  founded  upon  a  deed  v.ir'cli 
will  be  opened  in  your  presence.  But 
surely,  surely  it  \\(v,i:d  be  h.inj  to  de];r've 
this  gallant  veteran  of  liib  due,  ii'  ilrrough 
such  a  circrnnstaiK'e  as  the  one  1  Iiave  men- 
tioned he  siiould  have  forfeited  his  claim. 
But  I  do  not  envy  that  man's  conscience, 
who,  seeing  the  sijori  s]->:;ce  of  life  in  ail 
probability  allotted  to  that  gp.i'e.nt  man, 
could  wrest  from  him  that  whieii  it  was  el  \i!  I3' 
the  intention  of  th.e  testati.;!'  should  lie  a 
rewaid  for  his  good  faith,  and  enabi  ■  'iim 
to  ])ass  his  few  days  to  come  in  comfort 
and  Jii  afliiifnce. ' 


.'\f('-r  tills  long-\',  inded  yarn.  I 

jiiiTes'd  np 

and  tool;   die    genii    e;an   li'.-  d;e 

i>ar.d,   :ivK 

said,  'TliMik  yon.  sir,  f.or  yonr  g; 

00  ophiio'i 

of  mi'  ;   ■fUluiegh    •'oi    havi'   me: 

tioaod  oiu 

Oi-  two  tliiiiL;s    1    j;,ii    riihei-  nrvi 

r  ii:id  tj  'I'n 

said  ;   an'i  <.i>'\Ur.-\\v\  1    •■    if    1  i-;in 

n'  ik-   our 

\i-,\\  yon  l;ii:   ■■,    ■  ■  1  e    ■      :!l";'i;    1 

1^'  '      W'  ri 

yon  I'ver  in  llie  f,-;,'  ^  :•.■  •  •:.  \\y  _  /'    , 

■/;s-v.-,v."A  .' 

'  Vever    mind    uc.v.  u\y  Un'-    ''' 

ilow,'    -aki 

ihi:  l;iv.  vr  :   '  kccii  ynLHsrii'  (nii'-i 

'  My  lord,'  lif  rontiiiULd,   add 

■.-.■-in:,    iii;' 

judgi-.     '  f    propo-e    in    lh(r    first 

;,l;.  .,      ;,, 

idi-ntily  till    olaireLiff  ' 

'  'f'.'e   \s  ill    javr   my   l:[\\  ned    1 

rollire     11,.: 

trouble,'    said    liuli:    S:;ui;iiose 

■  we     are 

satistiLd  he  is  the   imoi  ;   hul   i  pi 

usniiv;  it  is 

your  intention  10  ih'iiIm;.',- tlie  eon 

k-.sion  ?' 

'  CeriaiMl',-,'  s:iiil  his  1.  ve.dnp,  ' 

nv  ie:i.rn  ■'! 

brotlier'  (aiiiir.'  -ia';    ne,    ::;-,\yi'i) 

'Js  k'.n-ul 

to  pro\r  that  the  ]ii  ;;ir  ii,   ',:•,  :i  0 

km  !'j  ike 

ev'atc.  or  his  e-i>-  filU  ■,,  m  •  .:r[ 

imd.' 

V'-v     v.,-]],     ,r.\     io-:!.'        :  .! 

'ii ,     '11  :n  ; 

'  tli(.ii,    wiiji    \o'u-   le.d  '.n.j':;    ik:\ 

ii;  -    -r.M,    '. 

wkil  first  put  in  the  will  ;  and  as  my  learned 
brother  has  a  copy,  of  course  he  will  save 
us  the  trouble  also  of  producing  any  wit- 
nesses as  to  that  document.' 

'  In  regard  to  the  will,  certainly.  Per- 
haps, my  iord,  the  clerk  of  the  court  had 
better  read  it  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  ?' 

'  If  yon  please,  my  learned  brother.' 

A  psiper  was  then  handed  to  a  young  man 
who  sat  before  the  judge,  right  under  Iki 
feel  ;  and  as  he  read,  little  Snub-nose  keji: 
looking  towards  the  jury,  and  movujg  liis 
finger  :il;out  as  if  to  draw  their  attention  io 
th.;  strongest  points  against  me  ;  and  wr.c.i 
tiiN  passage  was  read,  '  Bat  if  it  appears 
ill,',;  the  seai  has  been  removed,  so  as  to 
allow  Ihf  /(xsil>//i/y  Hi  tlie  d.;cument  having 
been  read  by  Benjamin  Brace  or  others, 
then,  and  in  that  case,  the  entire  sum  afore- 
said, that  is  to  say,'  &e.  And  so  it  went  on 
repe-ating  and  repeating,  bui  twisi.ed  off  at 
last  to  the  old  yarn,  that  the  money  and  I 
were  to  part  company.  Well,  as  I  was 
say:ng,  when  this  was  rearl,  especially  the 
word  'possibility^  Sniib-nose  pointed  so 
well  to  the  men  in  the  box,  that  I  could 
understand  his  dumb-sliow  as  well  as  if  he 
had  talked  it  all  witii  his  fingers  ;  he  twisted 
about  like  a  cockcliat'er  on  a  pin,  and  made 
more  faces,  and  fail  as  ugly  as  a  clown  at  a 
play. 

\\'!-,o!i  kl;e  iitiie  clerl:  ki:;ii  done  reading, 
ni\  man  s;iid,  '  Now,  Mr  Brace,  produce 
ike  document  ;'  and  as  I  unljiuioned  my 
C(;at  to  get  at  it,  every  blessed  man  and 
woman  in  the  court  leaned  over  to  see  it, 
and  at  tiiat  moment  you  might  have  heard 
a  pin  fdl.  W.  11,  I  took  it  out,  and  I  unlaid 
tlie  parcelling  of  my  pocket-liandkerchief  : 
•ejion  which  little  Snub-nose  srud,  '  Let  me 
:-i.H'  it,  sir,  if  you  please  ;  allow  me  to  look 
ar  it.'  .So  1  tui'ns  roimd,  and  savs  I,  '  If  I 
do,  I'll  be  d    -d,  old  bov  I' 

'  \':'.\  )'.m\  !;elter  iiarsi  it  to  hi>:  lord.ship,' 
sail'  !;:)   ni.in. 

'  I'l.ivt's  jut  ilie  tack  I'm  gning  to  sail 
!ipo;i.  f'.iu,'  s,ii.;i  1  io  !:is  lord'-iiip,  '  m}' 
i  ;;il,  :'s  GoJ  is  :i!)ove,  I  liave  never  i'ead  it  : 
I  picenici!  Tackle  no  man   sl;o;ild    I'ead  it, 

■  Old  I  irust  \-(jur  loi'iiship  v.ii;  n.dtlier  re:id 
1!  yoi;r-elf,  nor  :;;iti^fy  tiie  curiosity  of  that 
lu'tj'    ;e,  ;::    in    the  wig,  who  :-iems  as  ri;ady 

■  '  e!  i'\  i:  ,•:■;  a  J.i;n:iie,i  !:niik(:r:d)  to  ta.te  a 
i\'-'\  knrii  o  nriri'lr.' 

\\k.lk  :!i  :'e-  lii're  was  a  great  laugh; 
i>:a  '  S'l,  ii,  ■:  .-,lo;'f:,-  in  dio  eoiirt  !'  \\  fellow 
orii'd  out,  ::nd  :; or.n  piu  tlurin  ail  to  riglits. 
'I'k,  ■  i'le:k  who  lead  1  ho  will  put  out  his  paw 
ioi- ik' pij^cr  ;  lint  says  I,  '  Avaust  h:-',iving 
tlierf,  slijpiii;,te  !  evoiy  man  to  his  .'talion, 
and  till-  cook  to  the  fore  sheet.  Xo  man 
i"e:elu  s  this  knit  lii-,  loidship,  and  li'-  I'.on't 
ro:.d  it  cither.  Tiiere,  my  lord,'  .~ni:l  1,  as 
/  g.V'S  it  ;o  im;i,  '  vou  -ire  tin-  first  nan 
.  k  k,i,  e\,-r  toUfked  the  outsii!"'  of  thfs 
i   i-psr  ;  and   if  il    \i.!;j   nol   fo,-   i;:\    ..ifeaiid 
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'  and,  gentlemen  of  tlic  jury,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  observe  that  the  "  seal  is 
broken."  I  mention  this  as  the  will  has  re- 
ference to  it.  And  now,  gentlemen  of  the 
jury ' 

'  We  are  quite  satisfied,  my  lord,'  said  tlie 
ringleader  of  that  round  robin. 

'  No  doubt,  gentlemen,'  said  his  lordship  ; 
'but  this  must  be  beyond  a  doubt.'  So 
saying,  he  opened  the  paper,  and  out  fell 
an' enclosure.  His  lordship  took  it  up  and 
proceeded  :  '  Gentlemen,  on  this  paper — 
the  paper  which  had  the  seal — there  is  not 
a  word  written  ;'  and  he  handed  it  to  my 
apponent  ;  '  and  here,  on  this  enclosure,  are 
two  seals  : — one,  the  pelican  with  the  snake, 
the  same  as  that  we  have  already  referred 
to  ;  and  the  other,  a  helmet,  with  the  ini- 
tials R.  C 

'  It's  the  chaplain's,'  said  I,  'my  lord  ; 
it's  Mr.  Carter's  ;  for  when  the  master-at- 
arms  came  to  tell  Tackle  that  his  hour  was 
come  and  the  yard-rope  manned,  he  sealed 
that  paper,  and  borrowed  the  seal  from  the 
chaplain.' 

'  Poh,  poh  !  my  good  fellow,'  said  little 
snub-nose  ;  '  it's  very  strange  you  never 
thought  of  that  before.' 

'  My  lord,'  said  my  man,  '  thru  is  my  case. 

The  letter  was  handed  round  to  the  jury, 
and  to  my  and  the  opposite  lawyer.  The 
seal  was  examined — nay,  tried  by  Tapes's 
seal  ;  and  Hawk  and  the  little  lawyer  chat- 
tered away  like  young  rooks  ;  whilst  Mr. 
Kite,  making  a  bow  to  me  and  shaking  me 
by  the  hand,  walked  out  of  the  court. 

'  May  it  please  your  lordship — gentlemen 
of  the  jury,'  began  the  little  fat  lawyer, 
'well  might  my  learned  opponent  begin  his 
opei;ing  speech  by  saying,  that  "in  all 
his  professional  practice  a  harder  task  had 
never  devolved  upon  him  tiian  the  cause  in 
which  he  is  now  engaged  ;"  and  very  cer- 
tain am  I,  that,  had  he  said  "  a  more  liope- 
less  ease,"  you,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  would 
have  given  him  the  credit  due  to  his  sin- 
cerity. There  are  cases  so  easily  disposed 
of,  and  so  certain  in  their  results,  that 
nothing  has  surprised  me  more  than  that 
the  plaintiff  should  have  had  the  audacity 
to  bring  the  action  at  all,  knowing  that  he 
must  be  defeated  ;  but  drowning  men  catch 
at  straws,  and  I  dare  say,  to  use  a  phrase 
lamiliar  to  thi;  plaintiff,  he  was  told  "  iliat 
a  chance  shot  might  kill  the  devil."  Tlio-;e 
shots  may  succei'd  in  a  naval  action  ;  btU 
in  an  action  in  the  Common  I'leas,  wiicre 
we  are  defended  by  the  bulwark  of 
honesty,  those  shots  only  hit  which  are 
directed  bv  tlie  coolness  and  clearsighted- 
ness of  truth. 

'  Gentlemtm  of  the  jury,  my  learned 
brother  was  pleas'>rl  to  enact  the  biographer 
in  regard  to  his  client  ;  and  you  may  now 
judge  how  true  is  the  saying  of  C'oleiidge, 
that    "  literary   executors   make  sad   l4a\oc 


of  the  testator's  brains."  You  would  sup- 
pose, from  the  statement  made  by  my 
learned  brother,  that  the  plaintiff,  althougli 
bold  and  resolute  before  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  was  shy,  stupid,  waiUing  iix 
common  observance — a  very  infant  in  regard 
to  transactions  on  shore — and  that  he,  poor, 
dear,  little,  tender-minded  fellow  !  went  to 
Mr.  Hawk's  house  like  a  sheep  to  the 
slaughter,  unconscious  that  his  destruction 
was  at  hand.  Gentlemen,  at  that  interview, 
which  my  learned  brother  has  designated 
as  the  greatest  disgrace  to  my  client,  there 
were  three  gentlemen  present  besides  the 
defendant,  all  men  of  high  reputation  and 
character ;  and  one,  the  partner  of  my 
client,  when  he  heard  the  plaintiff  say  that 
the  seal  was  removed,  actually  advised  him 
not  to  show  the  letter,  but  to  furnish  him- 
self with  a  legal  adviser.  Does  this  look 
like  inveigling  the  ignorant  seaman  to  a 
house  in  order  to  plunder  him,  when  one 
of  the  parties  points  out  the  danger  of  the 
navigation,  and  rccomiuends  the  unskilful 
mariner  to  take  a  pilot?  So  far  from  this 
being  the  fact,  the  old  weather-beaten  sea- 
man was  received  like  a  friend,  counselled 
as  a  friend,  dismissed  as  a^/riend.  The 
only  object  the  defendant  had  was,  to 
avoid  litigation,  at  once  to  relinquish  the 
money  had  the  seal  been  entire ;  and  no 
man,  I  am  sure,  would  more  generously 
have  made  a  sacrifice  of  that  which  is 
clearly  his  own,  than  my  honest,  upright, 
and  generous  client.  Wliat  follows  ?  The 
attorney  for  the  plaintiff  makes  a  daim. 
Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  remark  that — a  claim 
upon  the  dividends,  without  once  acting  up 
to  the  terms  of  the  will  !  And  when,  for- 
sooth, he  is  refused  this  very  unreasonable 
demand,  he  brings  this  action,  in  order  to 
frigliten  those  into  subjection  whom  he 
could  not  openly  conquer.  But  we  are  not 
so  easily  conquered.  It  was  nothing  more 
than  a  stniw  thrown  up  to  show  the  direc- 
tion of  the  wind,  and  1  am  very  much  mis- 
taken if  the  plaintiff  does  not  find  himself 
taken  aback.' 

'Well,  then,'  said  I,  'old  boy,  I  shall 
lirace  about,  or  pay  round  off  on  my  heel' 

'  No  doubt,'  he  continued  ;  '  and  I  fancy 
that  is  his  object  ;  or,  in  other  words,  to 
tip  his  attorney  ieg-b.iil,  and  show  him  his 
h(-els  as  quickly  as  possible,  paying  him  off 
bv  ninning  off.  Of  course,  gentlemen  of 
the  jury,  the  plaiiUiiT's  character  is  the 
mo~t  material  jsoint  on  which  my  opijonent 
rests  his  claim.  As  for  the  seals,  they  are 
of  little  importance — bread  seals  may  be 
iiiade  so  as  to  defy  detection  ;  and,  for  all 
we  know,  this  precious  document  is  nothing 
more  than  a  blank  sheet  of  paper  on  which 
the  plaintiff  has  affixed  two  seals,  whilst 
the  original  document,  after  having  been 
read,  may  have  been  destroyed.  But  it  is 
our  inteiuioa  to  have  that  opened  ;  iur  it  so 


•  \"-'.  ,   ;;i'!Ul'  111- 


n:-'  .1   II. 


.•)  ;;■/■.//    /;. 


I  .1  I  .  :! 


i86 


BEN  BRA  C£. 


the  terms  of"  the  will  :  he  told  him,  if  the 
letter  was  found  open,  that  his  interest  in 
the  will  would  be  forfeited  ;  and  at  that 
interview  the  plaintiff  declared  that  the 
letter  was  unopened.  He  was  cautioned  not 
to  open  it — nay,  he  was  advised  rather  to 
stow  it  away  in  his  securest  hold  ;  and  I 
mention  this  more  particularly,  because  it 
w;;s  the  defendant's  own  ]5ariner  who  gave 
this  counsel.  Well,  gentlemen,  what  do 
v\e  find?  We  find  the  seal  violently  torn 
off !  We  are  told  by  my  learned  brother 
(hat  this  was  incautiously  done  in  an  omni- 
bus— as  if  people  selected  the  most  publ'"" 
of  all  conveyances  to  take  off  the  covers  o\ 
letters,  and  to  gratify  curiosity  at  such  a 
hazardous  peril ! 

■Why,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  )'ou  know 
Iiuman  nature  well— and  you  will  draw  the 
«ame  conclusion  as  I  have  done — that  the 
plaintiff  long  ago,  never  dreaming  that 
Tapes  v/ould  be  so  liberal,  refreshed  his  own 
memory  from  the  writing  of  Tackle,  in 
order,  should  the  paper  have  been  lost,  to 
have  given  such  hints  that  the  tesc.itor  could 
not  misunder.->tand,  and  thus  threaten  to 
wliis]:)er  away  a  character  luriil  then  un- 
suspected, and  keep  the  sword  v,  hich  would 
liave  cut  him  from  society  susp-ended  by  the 
slender  hair  of  a  seaman's  seeiecy.  Tims 
liolding  Tapes  in  subjection,  he  counted 
upon  the  continuance  of  the  fifty  jiounds 
a-year  ;  never  calculating  that  otie  day  the 
treachery  would  detect  itself,  and  p^iV  the 
bitter  price  of  its  own  base  ingraiiuule  ; 
going  on  from  day  to  day,  as  v.e  ail  do, 
i'aiicving  deatli  more  di.-tant  the  nearer  we 
approach  it,  and  believing  it  impn:.ciL-ile 
that  one  who  had  lived  so  long  in  inicrii'.y 
would  do  an  honourable  act  at  last.  Tai.-s, 
true  to  his  word,  coniinued  the  ^..-■iy 
allowance,  and,  as  a  reward  for  this  secr.'ey, 
left  the  possessor  of  the  secret  in  aftluMire  ; 
but  if  he  had  himself  learned  the  secn^t  by 
breaking  the  sea! — then  he  cut  hiri  (>\\  iVo:;! 
t'aat  winch  wor.Id  have  left  hiai  ijeyoad  tile 
wants  of  this  world. 
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beeii  removed,  so  as  10  allow  the  possibility 
of  the  document  having  been  read,"  etc.  ? 

'  Now,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  it  is  iny 
opinion,  and  his  lordship  will  tell  you  it  is 
his  .also,  that  the  plaintiff  has  violated  his 
engagement  with  Tapes.  The  seal  has 
been  removed;  the  document  has  been 
read,  and  destroyed  if  there  was  an  enclosure, 
and  a  false  one  has  been  stibstituied,  with 
seals  easily  made,  and  preserved.  Either 
the  paper  must  be  opened  before  us— and 
that  is  against  the  testator's  instructions, 
and  will  be  done  at  the  plaintiff's  hazard — 
or  you  mu>t  find  for  the  defendant  from 
the  words  of  the  will.' 

Here  he  finished  ;  and  as  there  was  a 
silence,  I  rJelermincd  to  shove  my  oar  in  ; 
so  says  I,  '  I'm  blessed  if  that  fellow 
wouldn't  make  the  captain  of  the  hold 
believe  that  lime-juice  and  water  was  grog  ! 
Bin  if  ever  I  get  alongside  of  him,  I'll  give 
him  such  a  broadside,  that  I'm  mistaken  if 
I  don't  stave  in  his  bread-room  bulkhead, 
and  let  his  provisions  adrift  amongst  his 
ballast.' 

'Call  Mr.  Kite,'  said  the  little  fellow; 
and  another  chap  asked  him  some  ques- 
tions, which  went  to  prove  that  he  had  told 
me  the  coritents  of  the  will,  and  all  about 
the  seal,  and  so  on,  and  that  I  had  said  at 
the  time  that  the  jiaper  v,  as  unopened. 
Then  he  went  on  about  the  advice  he  had 
given  me,  and  mentioned  my  engaging  an 
attorney  in  an  action  ;  which  I  never  did. 
excepting  wiieii  I  knocked  down  Tom 
Gammon  on  board  the  Captain,  whom  \\i' 
■a=ed  to  call,  from  his  precious  long-winde;l 
yarns,  a  sea-lawyer :  and  what  that  had  to 
do  with  this  businiss  I  could  not  make  out. 
Weil,  down  gtt^  Kite  out  of  the  mairj- 
',op,  where  h^  had  been  hailing  the  deck 
;i!ui  the  judge  for  about  five  minutes,  and 
my  talking  lawyer  asked  if  t'other  man  was 
g(jing  to  say  any  more  ;  when  he  waved  his 
hatid  ami  s.aid,  '  Wait  a  miraite  ;  I've 
m-jtiier  witti^'ss  to  el  ip  in  tlie  box  ;'  and  !)e 
sa-i's,  '  ("all  Mr.   Idaiiiilton. ' 
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BEN  BRACE. 


sign  of  a  weakness  of  heart ;  and  that  to  do 
good  to  your  nei.t;hbonr  nnd  act  honestly  to 
all  men,  gives  more  real  contentment  and 
happiness  than  all  the  riches  of  the  world, 
or  all  the  flattery  of  mankind.  Take  my 
blessing,  Kite  !  make  her  a  good  husband, 
and  she'll  make  you  a  happy  man.  Don't 
go  beating  about  the  bush  as  Hawk  did, 
giving  old  Jacobs  money  to  rob  the  honest 
and  damn  himself ;  but  stretch  out  your 
hand  like  a  seaman  to  save  a  poor  honest 
fellow  from  distress.  The  day  will  come 
vvhenhonesty  will  be  rewarded, and  when  the 
launch  of  life  will  have  no  stoppings  on  the 
ways,  but  go  clean  off,  as  smoothly  and  as 
sileutlv  as  a  suovv-fail  on  the  sea. 


'  TJy  ble.-siiigs  on  you,  Susan  !  God  bless 
you  !  who  have  stood  by  me  in  fair  and  in 
foul  weather — who  have  never  let  the  misery 
of  the  moment  give  rise  to  the  anger  of 
words.  Here  am  I,  Ben  Brace,  nearly 
seventy-eight  years  of  age.  I  hope  I  have 
done  my  duty  like  a  seaman  and  a  man  in 
this  world,  and  I  thank  God  that  I  am  able 
to  declare,  when  I  overhaul  my  log  of  life, 
that  I  can't  find  out  I  ever  dealt  dishonestly 
with  my  friend  or  cruelly  by  my  enemy. 
And  now  I  can  say,  what  Benbow  said  before 
me,  and  what  every  honest  man  would  wiih 
to  say  after  me  :  "  What  little  I  have  got,  I 
have  got  hnmwtly :  it  never  cost  a  seaman  a 
tear,  or  ray  country  a  farthing."  ' 
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